
Kyrgios advances to third-round 
Nick Kyrgios sets up US Open third-round clash with Andrey Rublev after thumping win over Antoine Hoang
AFP | New York

Nick Kyrgios breezed 
through apparel and 
slow challenge contro-

versies as easily as he dispatched 
104th-ranked Frenchman An-
toine Hoang on Thursday to 
reach the third round of the US 
Open.

The 28th-seeded Australian 
blasted Hoang 6-4, 6-2, 6-4 to 
match his deepest US Open run 
and booked a date with 43rd-
ranked Andrey Rublev, who beat 
Roger Federer at Cincinnati two 
weeks ago, to decide a berth in 
the last 16.

“He’s a young, fearless player 
who has been playing really well 
the last couple weeks,” Kyrgios 
said. “He plays big from both 
sides. He’s a great player.”

Kyrgios won their only meet-
ing last year in Moscow, recall-
ing, “It was an incredibly tough 
match.”

The 24-year-old Canber-
ra-born product had two mi-
nor issues in his match, the first 
over a collar inscription “Just 
Do You” that officials feared vi-
olated clothing rules, forcing 
Kyrgios to fold down his collar.

“I think they thought it was 
a slogan, but it wasn’t,” Kyrgios 
said. “It wasn’t anything to do 
with a marketing thing. I think 
they must have read it wrong. I 
think they thought it said ‘Just 
Do It’ like the slogan.

“It was a mix-up. It ’s all 
cleared up now. I can wear that. 
I can wear the collar up.”

The second dispute came late 
in the third set when Kyrgios 
thought he won a point, heard 
umpire Nico Helwerth call the 
game and score, only to have it 
overturned on what he consid-
ered a video challenge made far 

too late.
“He called game, then my 

opponent challenged once the 
umpire called game,” Kyrgios 
said. “I just thought that wasn’t 
right.”

After arguing to no avail, Kyr-
gios smacked a service winner to 
settle the matter and seize a 5-3 
lead, then made an exaggerated 

squat and jump motion to look at 
the chair and his rival, then give 
the umpire one more look after 
walking away, just to make sure 
the game was truly over.

Kyrgios, who won titles this 
year in Acapulco and Washing-
ton, has an open draw quarter 
after three top-10 players lost in 
the first round.

Kyrgios called the ATP “cor-
rupt” on Tuesday, unhappy 
about his record $113,000 fine 
for actions at Cincinnati where 
he profanely insulted an umpire, 
but pulled back on the remark 
Wednesday, saying he is unhap-
py at what he sees as a double 
standard on ATP enforcements 
and punishments.

“I expect consistency and fair-
ness with this across the board. 
To date that’s not happened,” 
Kyrgios tweeted.

The ATP has started an in-
vestigation into the comment 
as a major policy violation, but 
Kyrgios said the tour has not 
reached out to him about the 
matter and he doesn’t expect 
them to do so.
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Kyrgios, who won 
titles this year 

in Acapulco and 
Washington, has an 
open draw quarter 
after three top-10 
players lost in the 

first round

Nick Kyrgios of Australia returns a shot against Antoine Hoang of France

Leclerc pips Vettel as Ferrari dominate practice
AFP | Spa-Francorchamps, 
Belgium

Charles Leclerc bounced 
back to upstage his team-

mate Sebastian Vettel as Fer-
rari dominated yesterday’s 
two free practice sessions for 
this weekend’s Belgian Grand  
Prix.

The two Ferraris topped 
the times ahead of Mercedes 
duo Valtteri Bottas and Lewis 
Hamilton on a warm and hu-
mid afternoon at the majestic 
Spa-Francorchamps circuit in 
Ardennes.

Leclerc led the way with 
a best lap of one minute and 
44.123 seconds to outpace four-
time world champion Vettel by 
six-tenths of a second, as Fer-
rari continued in the afternoon 
where they had left off in the 
morning’s action, when German 
Vettel led the Monegasque.

Bottas, confirmed on Thurs-

day to be staying with Mercedes 
next season, was just over 
eighth-tenths of a second off 
the pace, slightly ahead of Ham-
ilton.

The session ended prema-
turely when Sergio Perez’s Rac-
ing Point car stopped with a 
fire around the exhaust system. 
A Virtual Safety Car was de-

ployed and then the action was 
red-flagged, and with only two 
minutes remaining the session 
was not re-started.

Mexican Perez was running 
with an upgraded Mercedes 
power-unit, as were Vettel and 
championship leader Hamilton, 
the latter of whom had prob-
lems in the morning with his 

new engine.
Perez wound up fifth, ahead 

of Max Verstappen of Red Bull 
and Alfa Romeo’s Kimi Raikko-
nen, with Lance Stroll eighth in 
the second Racing Point ahead 
of Daniel Ricciardo of Renault 
and Verstappen’s new team-
mate Alexander Albon, who was  
10th.

Ferrari’s Monegasque driver Charles Leclerc drives during the second practice session

Barcelona handed tough 
Champions League draw as 
Liverpool face Napoli again

AFP | Monaco

Barcelona will have to come 
through a section contain-

ing both Borussia Dortmund 
and Inter Milan after the three 
former winners all came out 
together in Thursday’s UEFA 
Champions League group 
stage draw in Monaco, while 
holders Liverpool will face Na-
poli again.

Barcelona, Dortmund and 
Inter, with nine European 
Cups between them, were 
drawn together in Group F 
along with the Czech champi-
ons Slavia Prague.

Beaten by Liverpool in the 
semi-finals last season, Lionel 
Messi and Barcelona remain 
favourites to advance as they 
seek a first Champions League 
crown since 2015.

Dortmund won the trophy 
in 1997 and lost in the final in 
2013. Now coached by Antonio 

Conte, Inter beat Barcelona in 
the semi-finals en route to win-
ning the most recent of their 
three titles in 2010.

“That really is a very tough 
group, which makes it an even 
bigger challenge for us,” said 
the Dortmund coach, Lucien 
Favre. His team host Barca in 
the opening round of matches 
on Tuesday, September 17.

Liverpool advanced from 
their group at the expense of 
Napoli last season on the way 
to lifting their sixth Europe-
an Cup in Madrid, and Carlo 
Ancelotti’s side now have a 
chance to gain revenge.

Beaten in Naples a year ago, 
Liverpool will head back to the 
San Paolo in their first match 
on September 17.

Both clubs will be fancied 
to progress from Group E, 
which is completed by Aus-
trian champions Salzburg and 
Genk, the Belgian title-holders.

Barcelona´s players celebrate after Jordi Alba scored during a league match 
against Real Betis (file photo)

India’s Rayudu in retirement U-turn
AFP | New Delhi

Former India batsman Am-
bati Rayudu reversed his 
decision to retire from all 

cricket  yesterday, less 
than two months af-

ter he quit follow-
ing his omission 

for the World  
Cup.

The 33-year-old, who was the 
Chennai Super Kings’ most prolific 
batsman in their 2018 Indian Pre-
mier League triumph, was left out of 
India’s World Cup squad in favour 
of the younger all-rounder Vijay  
Shankar.

Rayudu announced his retirement 
in July after he was overlooked as a re-
placement when Shankar was injured 
during the tournament.

“He has written to us that after 
speaking with senior cricketers like 
V.V.S. Laxman and others, he has with-
drawn his retirement from all forms of 
cricket,” Ratnakar Shetty, a member 
of the Board of Control for Cricket in 
India, said.

“We have forwarded his letter to se-
lectors. It is up to them now but he has 
made himself available for selection,” 
Shetty added.

Hoffenheim sign 
striker Locadia 
from Brighton on 
loan
AFP | Berlin

Striker Jurgen Locadia 
has joined Hoffenheim 

on a season-long loan from 
Premier League outfit 
Brighton and Hove Albi-
on, the Bundesliga side an-
nounced on Thursday.

The 25-year-old moves to 
Germany for an undisclosed 
fee and will link up with 
Hoffenheim head coach 
Alfred Schreuder after the 
pair previously worked to-
gether at PSV Eindhoven, 
where he had acored 62 
times in 176 appearances 
before being snapped up by 
Brighton in January 2018.

“He quickly attracted at-
tention there (in Brighton) 
because of his goal-scoring 
ability and has been on the 
fringes of the Netherlands 
squad,” said boss Schreuder.

Locadia made an impact 
in England by scoring on his 
first two appearances, but 
his early days were ham-
pered by injury.

Despite limited opportu-
nities, the Dutchman scored 
goals in back-to-back games 
last December, helping the 
club to a 1-1 draw with Arse-
nal and 1-0 win over Ever-
ton. In total, Locadia made 
43 appearances for Bright-
on and the last of his six 
goals came in last season’s 
FA Cup quarter-final win at 
Millwall in March.

Ambati 
Rayudu
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Emilia Clarke’s 
GoT family loves 
her India posts on 
social media

New Delhi

Emilia Clarke And Rose 
Leslie’s India vacation 
experience is a hit with their 

“Game Of Thrones” (GoT) co-stars. 
As Emilia took to Instagram to share 
photographs of the duo experiencing 
yoga, finding peace and “being robbed 
blind by monkeys”, their co-actors 
from the epic fantasy series have liked 
every moment of it on social media.

Emilia, who played Daenerys Targaryen 
in GoT, took to Instagram on Friday to 
share a series of photographs from her India 
visit, along with Rose, who was seen as Ygritte 
in the show.

The post came as a pleasant surprise to 
her fans in India. It has already been liked 
by over one million users.

From the GoT family, Emilia’s on-screen 
husband Jason Momoa - aka Khal Drogo - 
liked the post, as did Nathalie Emmanuel, 
who essayed Missandei, Richard Madden 
- aka Robb Stark - and Nikolaj Coster-Wal-
dau, or Jamie Lannister.

Actress Lena Headey, who featured as 
the villainous Cersei Lannister, showed her 
love for India, writing: “Mother India” along 
with several emojis, including the Indian 
flag, heart and smiling face.

Justin Bieber is 
going through a 
hard time
Los Angeles

Singer Justin Bieber has 
recently revealed that he 

is struggling with hard days.
Bieber on Thursday took 

to Instagram and opened up 
about how his wife Hailey is 
supporting him to 
ovecome the 
rough time.

“Sang at 
church last 
night. God 
is pulling me 
t h ro u g h  a 
hard season. Having trust in 
Jesus at your worst times is 
the absolute hardest. But he is 
faithful to complete what he 
started. I also want to thank 
my wife for being such a huge 
support in my life through 
this season.. it says in the bible 
count it all joy when you face 
trials of various kinds.

Johansson’s divorce 
helped her with 
‘Marriage Story’

Venice

Actress Scarlett Johansson says her divorce 
with Romain Dauriac helped her prepare 
for her role in upcoming film “Marriage 

Story”.
Noah Baumbach’s “Marriage Story” is about 

a marital break-up.
“I was actually going through a divorce,” 

variety.com quoted Johansson as saying.
“I didn’’t know what we were going to 

talk about...I just kind of blew into the 
room, ordered a glass of juice and started 
complaining (about the split). And he 
was just listening and very attentive. 
And then he kind of cut it short and 
said, “Funny you should mention it’’,” 
said the actress while recalling her 
meeting with the director.

Baumbach then warned her: 
“This is probably a project...that 
you are either going to really want 
to do, or not.”

She decided to do the project. 
“It felt sort of fated in a way. It 
was an experience to share 
with him and have him 
share with me. And it 
somehow came at 
just the right 
time,” Johans-
son said.

Patricia Arquette 
opens up on her 
Emmy-nominated 
series
Los Angeles

Actress Patricia Arquette 
sees Emmy-nominated 

series “Escape at Dannemo-
ra”, based on true life events 
on the 2015 Clinton Cor-
rectional Facility escape in 
upstate New York, as a love 
story among multiple people.

Starring Arquette, Benicio 
del Toro, Paul 
Dano, Bonnie 
Hunt, Eric 
Lange and 
David Morse, 
the show has 
been created 
by Brett John-
son and Michael Tolkin and 
directed by Ben Stiller.

Arquette has earned an 
Emmy nomination this year for 
her portrayal of “oyce “Tilly” 
Mitchell’’, a married prison 
employee who helped both 
prisoners Richard Matt and 
David Sweat escape.

Anna Kendrick 
to star in crime 
thriller “Unsound’’
Los Angeles

Actress Anna Kendrick 
will be seen in an in-

dependent crime thriller 
“Unsound’’.

Bharat Nalluri is also 
on board to direct from a 
screenplay by Matthew 
Ross and Christopher Ed-
wards, reports 
variety.com.

“ U n -
s o u n d ” 
will revolve 
around a New 
England state 
trooper strug-
gling with irreversible hear-
ing loss while investigating 
the prison escape of a gang 
leader. Her digging into 
the case leads her to a vast 
life-threatening conspiracy.

Lindsay Lohan returns to music 
after 11 years with ‘Xanax’

Los Angeles

Actress Lindsay 
Lohan, also a 
singer, is all 

set to make her 
come-
back 
i n 
the 

music arena after a gap of 
11 years. She is coming 

up with her new song 
“Xanax”.

S h e  r e c e n t l y 
shared a glimpse of 

her song on Insta-
gram as well with 
Dubai-based ra-
dio station, re-
ports hollywood-

reporter.com.
On Instagram, she 

shared a video of 
herself dancing to 

“Xanax”.
Lohan released her first 

album “Speak” in 2004, 
followed by her second 

album “A Little More 
Personal (Raw)” in 

2005. She has also sung 
in movies, including 

“Freaky Friday”.

Women 
shouldn’t fear getting 
older: Jennifer Lopez

Los Angeles

Singer-actress Jennifer Lopez, who has turned 50-years-old, 
says women shouldn’t fear getting older.

However, the “On The Floor” hitmaker was shocked to find 
people questioning her for making her ageing so public.

“Everybody thought that I was crazy when I wanted to go out and 
let everybody know that I was 50. That was just like something, 

‘Ummm why are we highlighting this again?’ It was important 
as a woman to do that - to let people know that you don’t 

get to write women off at a certain point in their life. You 
don’t get to write people off,” Lopez said during her 

tour diary posted to her YouTube account.“You’re 
getting better and better as you go so long as you 
are open to the experience of growing and 
evolving,” she added.

Lopez had earlier said that she “constantly” 
tries to “evolve” to avoid getting “stuck” as a person 
in life or her career. She still considers herself 

“just a girl from the Bronx”, despite 
her showbiz career.

Anushka gushes over Katrina’s  
no-makeup Insta pix

Mumbai

Actress Katrina Kaif treat-
ed her fans to her flawless 
skin with a no-makeup 

look on social media.
Katrina on Thursday took to In-

stagram, to post two photographs 
of herself. She looks stunning 
in a classic white T-shirt paired 
with denim jacket and jeans. She 
left her hair open and flaunted 
her perfectly flawless skin with 
no makeup. The snapshots were 
trending all through Friday.

In one photograph, Katrina 
wrote: “Just Chilling”. While in 
another she captioned it with a 
butterfly emoji.

Actress Anushka Sharma took to 
the comment section to praise Ka-
trina, with whom she has worked 
in movies such as “Zero” and “Jab 
Tak Hai Jaan”.

Anushka wrote: “Beautiful” on 
the photograph.

On the acting front, Katrina is 

currently busy filming 
“Sooryavanshi” with Ak-
shay Kumar. Anushka is 
travelling with her hus-
band and Indian crick-
et captain Virat Kohli 
on the team’s West In-
dies tour.

Hrithik, Tiger shut down 
Porto for two days for ‘War’

Mumbai

The coastal city of Porto 
in Portugal was almost 
shutdown for two days 

straight to shoot an intense 
and high speed action se-
quence between Bollywood 
stars Hrithik Roshan and Ti-
ger Shroff for the upcoming 
film “War”, says its director 
Siddharth Anand.

“We shot an intense, high-
speed action sequence be-
tween Hrithik and Tiger in 
Porto. The high octane scene 
required Tiger to chase down 
Hrithik and this extensive 
sequence needed us to get 
permission to shut down the 
main bridge at Porto for two 
days,” Anand said in a state-
ment.

The director said the local 
authorities were extremely 

supportive to the cast and crew.
“We got all due clearances 

for us to shoot this adrena-
line-pumping scene. Howev-
er, the locals were stunned! 
They had never seen their 
city in lockdown mode ever 
and they were super curious 
and came to see which film 
had locked down their bridge.

“Their reactions were 
priceless because they were 
stunned seeing the kind of 
action that Hrithik and Tiger 
were performing,” he said.
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