
Hundreds of migrants enter Spain’s 
Ceuta territory from Morocco

AFP | Ceuta

Hundreds of migrants en-
tered the Spanish north 

African exclave of Ceuta yes-
terday, many of them having 
swum by sea around the fron-
tier fence.

Migration from Morocco 
into Spain’s two north African 
territories, Ceuta and Melilla, 
has long been a politically sen-
sitive issue between the two 

countries, as thousands cross 
the border at times.

Reporters saw a stream of 
adults and children, most of 
them wet, entering the town, 
plus discarded flotation rings 
and clothes on the shore near 
where the frontier barrier 
meets the sea.

The president of Ceuta, Juan 
Vivas, said Wednesday that 
1,500 migrants had come to 
Ceuta by sea in the past few 
days.

Mediator Pakistan says US-Iran 
talks ongoing as foes trade attacks

United States launches heavy wave of retaliatory strikes against Iranian targets

• Iran targets 
regional sites

• Jordan intercepts 
missiles

• Egypt investigates 
drone attack

AFP | Tehran

Mediator Pakistan insist-
ed yesterday that nego-
tiations between Iran 

and the United States were ongo-
ing, even as Washington carried 
out a “heavy wave of strikes” on 
its foe in retaliation for fresh at-
tacks targeting Jordan.

The last two days have seen 
Saudi Arabia join the US in strik-
ing militant groups in Iraq, and 
Egypt come under fire for the 
first time with a drone attack at 
a Mediterranean port.

Yesterday morning, Jordan 
reported intercepting incoming 
Iranian missiles for a second day 
running, while Kuwait said an 
Iranian strike that hit a building 
belonging to a Chinese company 

killed one person.
The return to direct hostilities 

followed a brief pause in fighting 
meant to give talks a boost.

“Negotiations between parties 
are ongoing, particularly on (the) 
Strait of Hormuz and to de-esca-
late,” Pakistani foreign ministry 
spokesman Tahir Andrabi told 
reporters in Islamabad.

Pakistan had helped to bro-
ker a deal between the warring 
sides laying the groundwork for 
negotiations on a permanent 
resolution, and Andrabi said it 
was doing its “utmost to bring all 
parties back” to technical talks 
under the agreement.

Previous talks between the two 
parties following an April truce 

stalled, with the ceasefire col-
lapsing earlier this month and 
Iran again slamming shut the 
Strait of Hormuz, a vital conduit 
for Middle Eastern oil and gas.

Iran’s Revolutionary Guards 
said yesterday that two oil tank-
ers attempting to transit the 
strait with US support turned 
back after one of them caught 

fire.
Earlier, the US military said 

it had “successfully completed 
a heavy wave of strikes against 
Iran”, hitting dozens of Revolu-
tionary Guard targets including 
military command centres.

US President Donald Trump 
had vowed to hit Iran “hard” af-
ter Tehran’s previous attack on 
Jordan, its first in the region in 
days.

The Guards’ branch in the 
northwestern province of Zanjan 
said three of its members were 
killed in a US attack there.

Japan quake toll hits 34 as 
survivors struggle in heat

• Seven bodies 
recovered from 
mall rubble

• Thousands left 
without power and water

AFP | Kumamoto 

Japanese emergency work-
ers searched tirelessly for 
survivors at a wrecked 

shopping mall yesterday, as the 
death toll from a major earth-
quake hit 34 and tens of thou-
sands were left without power 
in punishing heat.

The Kumamoto disaster man-
agement office issued the new 
tally for Tuesday’s quake, with 
seven bodies now extracted 
from the mass of rubble, steel 
and wires of the Aeon shopping 
mall after a suspected gas blast.

Eight people were also con-
firmed dead at the Nippon Paper 
Industries factory in Yatsushiro 
city, where part of a red-and-
white smokestack collapsed, ac-
cording to the office.

Five others were in a critical 
condition after the 7.1-magnitude 
tremor, while almost 9,500 locals 
were in evacuation centres in the 

region of southwestern Japan on 
the island of Kyushu.

The quake caused widespread 
damage, flattening homes, dam-
aging bridges, triggering fires 
and leaving tens of thousands 
of residents without power and 
water in temperatures forecast 
to hit 38C this weekend.

Some 13,520 households re-
mained without electricity yes-
terday.

Hundreds of elderly people 
-- Japan has the world’s sec-
ond-oldest population -- slum-
bered on thin mats on the hard 
lobby floor at one community 
centre in Uki city as they sought 

relief from the searing sun.
“Thank God for these shel-

ters,” said one woman, who 
declined to give her name, as 
people slept between chairs and 
tables or gathered around a tele-
vision. At home or in the car “it’s 
too hot and there are too many 
mosquitoes,” she said.

“In this heat, if you don’t have 
electricity and air conditioning, 
it’s very tough,” father-of-four 
supermarket employee Hiroyuki 
Matsushima, 53, said.

‘So strong’
With no power and running 

water, Retiree Kenji Ota, 72, has 
been sleeping inside his car at 
night.

“This quake was so strong. It 
was horrible... I can only sleep 
for two hours or so at night,” 
he said.

The town of Hikawa was one 
of the areas worst hit, where 
many older structures crumpled 
in the quake and where residents 
still had no water or power yes-
terday.

“The biggest problem is that 
there is no toilet... I had to go to a 
nearby school,” said Kinuko Ue-
mura, 85, who said she and her 
husband were lucky to survive 
the collapse of their traditional 
house.

France firefighters hopeful, as Spain ends national emergency
AFP | Lège-Cap-Ferret

France firefighters yesterday 
were hopeful a massive for-

est fire was no longer spread-
ing, as Spain lifted a state of 
emergency over wildfires near 
Madrid.

Europe has been gripped by 
successive heatwaves and a 
major drought this year, which 
scientists have attributed to hu-
man-caused climate change.

The neighbouring countries 
have battled some of the worst 
forest fires in living memory 
over the past week, burning 
vast areas and forcing tens of 
thousands of people from their 
homes.

In France, temperatures 
cooled near the wine capital of 
Bordeaux, raising hopes that 

an end was near for the fire in 
a seaside pine forest that has 
displaced 220,000 people and 

destroyed around 240 homes.
The regional firefighting ser-

vice said they were “reasonably 

optimistic”, after the fire that 
broke out a week ago had not 
progressed beyond 42,000 hec-
tares -- an area larger than the 
US city of Detroit -- since the 
weekend.

“We’ve just reached a new 
threshold, a kind of tipping 
point,” firefighting chief Marc 
Vermeulen said around midday, 
saying hotspots had dropped 
from six to three since the 
morning.

Local authorities said they 
were allowing people to re-
turn home in nine villages of 
the coastal region that has seen 
France’s worst wildfire since 
1949.

In the area of Lanton, volun-
teer Maxence Cereja however 
remained cautious as he put out 
smouldering embers from the 

previous night’s blaze.
“Yesterday morning it was 

as calm as it is now, and then 
it all flared up again in the af-
ternoon,” the owner of a tiling 
company yesterday

Earlier in the day, a clap of 
thunder had cracked over the 
town of Lege-Cap-Ferret, and 
a few raindrops started to fall.

“There’s thunder, that’s good,” 
said a firefighter at the com-
mand post set up in the town’s 
sports hall, though not much 
rain then fell on the area.

In Spain, Prime Minister Pe-
dro Sanchez yesterday lifted a 
state of emergency over wild-
fires threatening areas near 
Madrid, after the prefect’s of-
fice said they had stopped ex-
panding with “almost no flames  
left”.

OPPORTUNITY IS MISSED BY MOST 
PEOPLE BECAUSE IT IS DRESSED IN 
OVERALLS AND LOOKS LIKE WORK
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Iran’s Revolutionary 
Guards claimed two 

oil tankers attempting 
to transit the Strait 
of Hormuz with US 

support turned back 
after one caught fire
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More than 200,000 
Canadians go to 

work everyday because 
of canola. Our trade ar-
rangement with China 
means that canola farmers 
across the Prairies — like 
the McAllisters at Antler 
Valley Farm — are earn-
ing more for their product 
and bringing more money 
back to the farm.

@MarkJCarney

In Gironde, France with 
the prefect of Nouvel-

le-Aquitaine & of Gironde 
Sophie Brocas, alongside 
the firefighters, law en-
forcement, mobilized citi-
zens, and residents affect-
ed by the fires. In the face 
of disasters, Europe will 
always be there, today and 
tomorrow.

@hadjalahbib

With this disburse-
ment, we are help-

ing Ukraine protect its 
skies and defend its peo-
ple. At the same time, we 
are combining Europe’s 
industrial  scale with 
Ukraine’s unmatched in-
novation. Our drone deal 
is taking shape.

@vonderleyen

Human trafficking in 
all its forms is a gross 

violation of human rights. 
By working together we 
can end the exploitation, 
once and for all. #EndHu-
manTrafficking

@antonioguterres
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Around 50 minutes 
after the quake, a 

suspected gas blast 
gutted the Aeon 
shopping mall, 

trapping an unknown 
number of employees 

still inside

KNOW WHAT

US economic growth slows in second 
quarter, missing expectations
AFP | Washington

The United States saw slow-
ing growth in the second 

quarter, the Commerce De-
partment said yesterday, with 
fallout from President Donald 
Trump’s Iran war weighing on 
the world’s largest economy.

GDP grew at a sluggish an-
nualized rate of 1.5 percent in 
the second quarter, the Bureau 
of Economic Analysis said, 
missing analyst expectations of 
around 2.0 percent.

It had grown by 2.1 percent in 
the previous quarter, BEA data 
showed.

“Compared to the first quar-
ter, the deceleration in  real 
GDP in the second quarter re-
flected a downturn in govern-
ment spending and decelera-
tions in investment and exports 
that were partly offset by an ac-
celeration in consumer spend-
ing,” the BEA said in a statement.

The bureau also cited an in-
crease in imports -- which are 
subtracted from GDP -- as a fac-
tor in yesterday’s data.

The US economy has dis-
played robust growth in recent 
quarters despite headwinds 
from a turbulent tariff policy 
and the Iran war, which has 
seen energy and fertilizer prices 
skyrocket.

Economic growth has been 
buoyed by investments in the 
AI boom, but consumption has 
been hit by years of high prices, 
compounded by the effects of 
the war.

The economic health of US 

households is a key issue in 
November midterm elections, 
which will see Democrats at-
tempt to wrest control of Con-
gress from Trump’s Republi-
cans. 

The White House praised 
the latest GDP figures, with 
spokesman Kush Desai saying 
“the core drivers of economic 
growth continue to surge.”

 Inflation high but slowing  
Yesterday, BEA data showed 

that Personal Consumption Ex-
penditures (PCE) inflation had 
slowed to 3.7 percent in June, 
from 4.1 percent the month be-
fore.

The indicator is the US Feder-
al Reserve’s preferred gauge of 
inflation, as it takes into account 
a broader swath of spending 
than the Consumer Price Index 
(CPI) data.

The Fed has a long-term 
two-percent target for PCE in-
flation, but prices have surged 
in recent months and have re-
mained above target for more 

than five years, since the pan-
demic.

On Wednesday, the Fed chose 
to keep interest rates steady 
despite those push factors, 
although three policymakers 
dissented and called for an im-
mediate rate hike.

Core PCE inflation, which 
strips out volatile food and ener-
gy prices, came in at 3.3 percent. 

PCE inflation is expected to 
pick up again in July on the back 
of Trump renewing the mili-
tary offensive on Iran, which 
has driven energy prices back  
up.

Democratic Senator Eliza-
beth Warren was scathing in her 
criticism of Trump over the per-
sistently high prices, citing how 
inflation has increased since he 
took office.

“Trump promised to lower 
costs ‘on day one’ -- instead, his 
failed economic agenda, from 
his chaotic tariffs to his illegal 
war in Iran, has fueled higher 
costs and eaten away at pay-
checks,” she said.

Russia adds 
Telegram 
founder Durov 
to ‘terrorist’ 
blacklist

AFP | Moscow

Russia yesterday add-
ed Telegram founder 

Pavel Durov to a blacklist 
of “terrorists and extrem-
ists”, a day after saying it 
was seeking his arrest over 
accusations he let his plat-
form be used by Ukrainian 
intelligence.

The serial tech found-
er, who has lived outside 
Russia for years and holds 
French and United Arab 
Emirates passports, has 
frequently clashed with the 
Russian authorities as Mos-
cow has tightened its grip 
on the internet.

His Telegram messenger 
is one of the country’s main 
communications platforms. 
Officials have repeated-
ly tried to block access or 
thwart its success in a bid 
to pressure Durov to hand 
over user data, or push Rus-
sians to use an unencrypted 
state-backed alternative.

Turkish crews 
battle fires near 
tourist areas, 
many declared 
under control
AFP | Istanbul

Firefighters continued 
battling forest fires yes-

terday in Turkey’s popular 
tourist regions of Antalya 
and the Dardanelles, au-
thorities reported.

At least 115 active fires 
were billowing across the 
country.  However,  110 
were completely under 
control, Agriculture Min-
ister Ibrahim Yumakli said  
yesterday.

The minister, speaking 
live yesterday from the 
wildfire coordination cen-
tre in Ankara, said 69 of 
the fires being fought on 
Wednesday ignited “outside 
forested areas”.

Meanwhile, the forestry 
directorate earlier said it 
was carrying out “intensive 
operations with our air and 
ground forces against the 
ongoing forest fires”, which 
broke out on Wednesday 
due to strong winds.

The directorate specif-
ically mentioned the An-
talya to Alanya and Mugla to 
Fethiye routes, where sea-
side resorts line up along 
the “Turquoise Coast” on 
the Mediterranean shore.
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Pilgrim Fathers depart 
Leiden, Netherlands, 
for England on their 
way to America

World War I: Battle of Passchendaele 
(Third Battle of Ypres) begins and 
lasts until November 6, 1917, causing 
approximately 500,000 casualties

Israel welcomes 
its one-millionth 
immigrant

Black Tot Day: the last day 
of the officially sanctioned 
rum ration in the Royal 
Navy, which started in 1740

A view of the control tower of the Mediterranean sea port of Damietta in Egypt

A house is seen collapsed onto a car in Yatsushiro, Kumamoto prefecture

A volunteer fills a water bucket to help battling the fire in a forest in Lanton, 
west of Bordeaux

Russia blamed for missile that 
blasted crater in Polish field

AFP | Athens

Poland said yesterday that 
a missile that blasted a 

10-metre (33 feet) crater inside 
its territory was likely fired by 
Russia in its latest mass attack 
on Ukraine.

NATO and European leaders 
openly blamed Russia for the 
4:00 am (0200 GMT) explosion 
in a field that shook residents 
of the village of Tarnawa Ko-
lonia, 80 kilometres (50 miles) 
from the border, and the win-
dows of their homes.

The massive hole and debris 
were found in a field two kilo-
meters away, police said.

“From the analysis of most 
of the traces, the recovered 
fragments point to a Russian 
Kh-101 missile,” Prime Min-
ister Donald Tusk told a news 
conference near the crater.

“There is no reason to think 
that Poland was the target,” 

he said, but added that two 
“objects” had violated Poland’s 
airspace.

“One of them definitely did, 
because we have its traces 
here, and the other was near 
the Polish border, but it was a 
very brief signal, so there were 
no consequences associated 
with it.”

Poland -- a member of NATO 
and the European Union -- has 
experienced repeat incursions 
by missiles and drones during 
Russia’s war on Ukraine since 
2022.

The latest missile fell as Rus-
sia staged a massive deadly 
attack on the Lviv region in 
western Ukraine, near the bor-
der with Poland.

Tusk chaired a crisis unit 
meeting with Defence Minister 
Wladyslaw Kosiniak-Kamysz 
and Interior Minister Marcin 
Kierwinski in Lublin, the near-
est city to the village.

Polish army securing a large crater in Tarnawa-Kolonia, eastern Poland

Migrants try to cross into the Spanish enclave of Ceuta from Morocco

Migrants storm a barbed-wire fence as they attempt to cross the land border 
with Spain’s African enclave of Ceuta near Fnideq

Hundreds of people swim from Morocco to Ceuta, while a crowd of people 
waits on the other side of the border

Pavel Durov


