
US sanctions Iranian buyers 
of military technology

AFP | Washing-
ton

Th e  U n i t e d 
S t a t e s  a n -

nounced Friday 
that it is "disman-
tling a sophisticat-
ed Iranian network" 

used to obtain sen-
sitive military tech-

nology.
The network 

"imperson-

ated and defrauded" dozens of 
American technology companies 
out of millions of dollars to "ac-
quire advanced equipment -- in-
cluding spectrum analyzers and 
security detection devices -- for 
Iran's defense sector," State De-
partment Tommy Pigott said in a 
statement.

The statement did not name the 
technology companies who were 
lured into doing business through 
fake websites that "mimicked real 
American companies, using in-

termediaries in Dubai to receive 
shipments, and then smuggling 
the technology into Iran in viola-
tion of US sanctions."

The network was led by Iran-
based Ali Majd Sepehr, the State 
Department spokesman said.

On Thursday, the State De-
partment announced a $15 mil-

lion reward for any information 
"leading to the disrup-
tion of the financial 

m e c h a n i s m s  o f 
I r a n ' s  Is l a m i c 
Re v o l u t i o n a r y 
G u a r d  C o r p s 
(IRGC) and its 
various branch-

es."

IF WE COULDN’T LAUGH WE WOULD 
ALL GO INSANE.
ROBERT FROST

QUOTE 
OF THE 
DAY

SUNDAY, MAY 31,  2026

1279 BC 1578 1902 1910 TODAY 
IN 

HISTORY
Ramesses II, also known as 
Ramesses the Great becomes 
Pharaoh of Ancient Egypt’s 19th 
Dynasty

Martin Frobisher sails from Harwich, 
England, to Frobisher Bay, Canada. 

Eventually mines fools gold, famous-
ly used to pave the streets of London.

Treaty of Vereeniging is signed, end-
ing the Second Boer War and making 
Transvaal and the Orange Free State 
self-governing British colonies

Union of South Africa 
declares independence from 

the United Kingdom
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Our new long-range 
sanctions – and this 

is 500 kilometers from 
our state border. We are 
rightfully bringing the 
war back to where it 
came from. Russia could 
have ended its aggres-
sion long ago, but instead 
chose to prolong and 
continue it. So another 
facility of Russia’s oil in-
dustry has been reached 
– Armavir, Krasnodar 
Krai. 

@ZelenskyyUa

Heartiest congratu-
lations to Mr. Jan-

ez Janša on his election 
as the Prime Minister of 
Slovenia. I look forward 
to working closely with 
him to further strength-
en our bilateral ties for 
the shared prosperity 
and mutual benefit of our 
people.

@narendramodi

We live in an era 
marked by wars 

and growing polariza-
tion, as well as cultural 
and social divisions. Yet, 
in the midst of fragility, a 
new hope arises. Even as 
division seems to grow, 
a common denominator 
that indisputably unites 
us all appears: our shared 
humanity.

@Pontifex

I had the opportunity 
to meet with Lieu-

tenant-General Johnny 
Luboya Nkashama, the 
Governor of Ituri, which 
is currently the province 
in the #DRC reporting 
the highest number of 
cases in the ongoing 
#Ebola outbreak caused 
by the Bundibugyo virus.

@DrTedros

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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Deal hits red lines
Agencies 

Th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s 
warned yesterday that 
any peace agreement 

with Iran must satisfy 
President Donald 

Trump’s  key 
c o n d i t i o n s , 
including  a 

commitment by Tehran never 
to develop nuclear weapons.

The White House had sig-
naled Trump was close to decid-
ing on a potential deal, although 
Tehran denied that a final agree-
ment had been reached. US 
sources told AFP the proposed 

deal was awaiting Trump’s ap-
proval, but no decision followed 
a White House Situation Room 
meeting on Friday.

“President Trump will only 
make a deal that is good for 
America and satisfies his red 
lines,” a White House official 

told AFP, adding that “Iran can 
never possess a nuclear weap-
on.”

Trump has also insisted on the 
reopening of the Strait of Hor-
muz as part of any agreement.

US stands ready
Agencies

The United States said yes-
terday it remained pre-
pared to resume military 

action against Iran if necessary, 

with Defense Secretary Pete 
Hegseth declaring that Wash-
ington was “more than capable” 
of restarting the war.

US Central Command (CENT-
COM) said American forces “re-

main present and vigilant across 
the region.”

The warning came amid 
heightened tensions following 
US strikes on the Iranian port 
of Bandar Abbas and retaliatory 

Iranian fire. Iran’s IRNA state 
news agency reported that air 
defenses had shot down a drone 
it described as belonging to the 
“US-Zionist aggressor enemy.”

Despite the tensions, diplo-

matic efforts continued, includ-
ing discussions aimed at ending 
fighting in Lebanon, which Iran 
has insisted must be included in 
any broader settlement.

Tehran would remove mines from the Strait: Trump
Iranian foreign ministry 

spokesman Esmaeil Baqa-
ei pushed back on Trump's 
conditions, saying the Islamic 
republic "said goodbye to the 
language of 'must' 47 years ago."

Exchanges of messages were 
continuing, he added, but 
"no final agreement has been 
reached."

In his social media post, 
Trump said Tehran would re-

move mines from the Strait and 
end its closure of the waterway 
with "no tolls," while the US 
would lift its blockade.

The two countries would 
also coordinate on removing 
and destroying Iran's enriched 
uranium, he said, adding that 
"no money will be exchanged, 
until further notice."Iran's Fars 
news agency, however, cited 

sources as saying Tehran was 
demanding "the immediate 
release of $12 billion" before 
moving to the next phase of ne-
gotiations.On the toll-free reo-
pening of Hormuz, the sources 
said "no such clause appears in 
the text of the agree- ment," 
whi le  Trump's 
comment on de-
stroying Iran's 

nuclear material "is funda-
mentally baseless."Iran's ISNA 
news agency on Saturday cit-
ed lawmaker Alireza Salimi as 
saying a plan "to implement 
Iran's management and sov-

ereignty over the Strait 
of Hormuz will soon be 

approved by parlia-
ment."Meanwhile, 

Iran's Tasnim 
n e w s 

agency said the US blockade in 
the strait remains in place and 
its ships "are receiving warn-
ings from CENTCOM to stop and 
not cross the blockade line."

"Both sides are speaking in a 
way that keeps their support-
ers satisfied. It's not clear who 
is telling the truth," Ali, from 
Tonekabon north of Tehran, 
told AFP.

Fighting in 
Lebanon
Agencies

Fighting continues on the 
war’s Lebanese front.

Israel’s military issued 
evacuation warnings on Sat-
urday for residents of seven 
villages in southern Leba-
non, after Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu said 
Israeli forces had pushed 
deeper into the country.

Israel has kept up its 
heavy bombardment of 
south Lebanon, with Leba-
nese President Joseph Aoun 
emphasising in a call with 
US Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio “the need to exert all 
efforts to reach a ceasefire.”

A truce between Israel 
and Hezbollah began on 
April 17 but has never been 
observed, with both sides 
accusing each other of vi-
olating it.

In early March, Teh-
ran-backed Hezbollah 
launched rockets at Israel 
over the US-Israeli killing 
of Iran’s supreme leader, 
prompting Israeli strikes 
across Lebanon and a 
ground invasion. Israel and 
Lebanon began direct talks 
in April, with a fourth round 
expected next week.

Raise defence spending or else, Hegseth tells NATO, Europe
AFP | Singapore, Singapore

US Defense Secretary Pete 
Hegseth took another 

swipe at Washington’s NATO 
and European partners on Sat-
urday, saying those that do not 
hike defense spending suffi-
ciently “will face a clear shift 
in how we do business.”

“For too long, polite pleas 
from our European allies to 
spend more on their own de-
fense fell on deaf ears,” the Pen-
tagon chief said at a defence 
summit in Singapore.

“They are finally playing 
catch-up,” Hegseth said in a 
speech at the annual Shangri-
La Dialogue conference.

“Allies who refuse to step up 

and carry their own weight for 
our collective defence will face 
a clear shift in how we do busi-
ness.”

Secretary of State Marco Ru-
bio said this month, NATO was 
facing US troop cuts in Europe 
as Washington focused on other 
threats and European nations 
ramped up their defenses.

In Asia, Hegseth reiterated 
that the region’s security had 
“rested disproportionately on 
American military power, while 
many of our allies and partners 
allowed their own defense ca-
pabilities to atrophy.”

Many countr ies  in  the 
Asia-Pacific region were indeed 
stepping up, Hegseth said, us-

ing South Korea as a particular 
example.

“South Korea has invested 
consistently in its own defense, 
because it does not have the 
luxury of treating war like an 
academic exercise.

“They live on the front lines, 
and so they build real combat 
power.”

This “reflects simply a clear-
eyed understanding of the 
threat environment,” he said.

Hegseth also praised the 
spending policies of other 
countries including Australia, 
the Philippines and Japan.

“You don’t have a strong alli-
ance unless everyone has skin 
in the game. No freeloading,” 

Hegseth said.
Hegseth agreed 

when asked by 
a New Zealand 
delegate wheth-
er he considered 
the Pacific island 
nation’s plan to 
increase  de -
fense spend-
ing from one to 
two percent to be 
“freeloading.”

“If I’m being hon-
est, two percent is 
not enough, and so 
two percent is 
freeload-

ing,” he said.

NATO members pledged last year to ramp up defense-re- lated spending to five percent of 
GDP but, despite increased efforts, many states say they may not be able to reach that target.

Washington seeks ‘stable equilibrium’ with China
AFP | Singapore, Singapore

Pentagon chief Pete Hegseth 
struck a measured tone to-

wards China at a major defence 
forum yesterday, noting “right-
ful alarm” over Beijing’s military 
build-up but saying Washington 
sought a “stable equilibrium” 
in Asia.

Hegseth’s headline speech 
at Singapore’s Shangri-La Di-
alogue, which brings together 
top defence officials and experts 
from about 45 countries, con-

trasted with his strongly con-
frontational remarks on China 
at last year’s gathering.

“When we look across the 
region today, there is rightful 
alarm regarding China’s historic 
military build-up and the expan-
sion of its military activities in 
the region and beyond,” Hegseth 
said.

Washington does not seek 
“needless confrontation” but 
rather “a genuinely stable equi-
librium (in Asia) that works for 

Americans as well as our allies”, 
he said.

That means “a favourable but 
durable balance of power in 
which no state, including China, 
can impose its hegemony a n d 
hold the security or 
prosperity of our 
nation and our 
allies in ques-
tion”, according 
to Hegseth.

Unlike Beijing, 
which has sent a panel 

of military experts and schol-
ars instead of Defence Minister 
Dong Jun for the second year 
running, Hegseth is leading a 
bump- er US delegation to 
t h e event that pro-

vides chances 
for both open 

d e b a t e  a n d 
closed-door diplo-
macy.

T h e  P e n t a -
gon chief  sa id 

the United States 

sought “respectful” and “good-
faith” engagement with Beijing, 
adding: “I wish my counterpart 
was here at this conference, but 
I look forward to other options 
when we can cross paths.”

Major General Meng Xiang-
qing, the head of the Chinese 
delegation, said following the 
speech that “stable US-China 
relations are not only good for 
both peoples, but also good for 
regional stability and global 
peace”.

US 'more than capable' of resuming war with Iran: Hegseth

Sri Lanka’s top 
monk suspended 
over alleged child 
sex abuse

AFP | Colombo 

Sri Lanka’s Buddhist hier-
archy suspended on May 

30 a senior monk accused of 
sexually abusing an 11-year-
old girl, in a high-profile 
case that has shocked the 
religiously conservative na-
tion.

In a rare disciplinary 
move, 71-year-old Pallegama 
Hemarathana was stripped 
of his responsibilities as the 
chief custodian of a highly 
venerated fig tree grown 
from a sapling of a tree be-
lieved to have sheltered the 
Buddha.

“The Council of Monks 
of the Malwatte Chapter 
decided today to suspend 
Ven Hemarathana until 
the conclusion of the legal 
proceedings against him,” 
a statement issued by the 
chief priests said.

Police arrested Hemar-
athana on May 9 over alle-
gations that he had sexu-
ally abused an 11-year-old 
girl in 2022 at the Jaya 
Sri Maha Bodhi temple 
in Anuradhapura, 200km 
north of Colombo.

The temple draws thou-
sands of people daily who 
pay homage at the tree Bud-
dhists believe is closely con-
nected to the same fig tree 
that sheltered the Buddha 
when he attained enlight-
enment.

Pallegama Hemarathana

Trump was close to deciding on a potential deal

WHO chief visits epicentre of 
Ebola outbreak in DR Congo
AFP | Bunia, DR Congo

UN health chief  Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus 

landed yesterday in the eastern 
Democratic Republic of Congo 
(DRC) province worst-hit by a 
severe Ebola outbreak.

The World Health Organi-
sation’s director general told 
reporters in Bunia, capital of 
Ituri province, that the interna-
tional community was helping 
the DRC government cope with 
the outbreak, but “at the same 
time, community ownership is 
important”.

He said that was the reason 

for his trip: “We are here to dis-
cuss with the community, to see 
how the response is running and 
if there are challenges to help.”

The highly contagious haem-
orrhagic fever is already present 
in three eastern DRC provinces 
and in neighbouring Uganda, 
where nine confirmed infec-
tions, including one death, have 
been recorded.

There have been at least 1,077 
suspected cases of Ebola in the 

DRC since the outbreak was de-
clared on May 15, including 246 
deaths, the Africa Centres for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
said on Thursday.

The true reach of the outbreak 
in the DRC, which is thought 
to have been circulating be-
fore it was detected, is likely 
to be much wider, the WHO has 
warned.

The vast, unstable central Af-
rican country — whose impover-
ished east has been plagued by 
three decades of conflict — has 
limited capacity to conduct lab-
oratory tests to confirm cases.

World Health Organization (WHO) 
Director-General Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus arrives in Bunia

Rescuers free four more men trapped in semi-submerged Laos cave

• A total of five people 
have now been rescued

AFP | Vientiane, Laos

Four more men trapped in a 
semi-submerged Laos cave 

for 10 days were freed on May 
30, rescuers said, after one was 
successfully brought to the sur-
face a day earlier, but two re-
main missing.

Mr Lee Kian Lie, a Malaysian 
rescue diver, told AFP via Mes-
senger that the four were freed 
after water was pumped out of 
the cavern.

A video he took from the scene 
showed teams under a makeshift 
tent attending to four people 
lying on stretchers and covered 
with thermal blankets.

“Important they already out,” 
Mr Lee said. He declined to 

speculate on the condition of 
the two who remained unac-
counted for.

The Thailand Rescue Diver 
Facebook page said in a post 
that “rescue officials were able 
to bring out four more peo-
ple trapped” at about 3.10pm 
(4.10pm Singapore time) on May 
30.

“A total of five people have 
now been rescued, while two 
remain missing,” it said.

Seven men had been trapped 
in the cavern in a remote moun-
tainous area of central Xaysom-
boun province since May 20, 
when flash floods stranded them 
as they searched for gold, early 
state media reports said.

Two men (centre L and centre R, with 
headlamp) being hugged after they 
were rescued from a semi-submerged 
cave in Laos' central Xaysomboun 
province, northeast of the capital 
Vientiane.


