
THREE CAN KEEP A SECRET, IF TWO 
OF THEM ARE DEAD.
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IN 

HISTORY
Ramesses II, also known as Ramess-
es the Great becomes Pharaoh of 
Ancient Egypt (19th Dynasty)

Boer War Ends; Treaty of Unity 
signed, Britain annexes Transvaal

 Union of South Africa declares its inde-
pendence from the United Kingdom

7.7 magnitude earthquake destroys 
Quetta in Balochistan, British India 
(now Pakistan) killing an estimated 

40,000 people

C U R I O S E R  &  C U R I O S E R

TOP 

4
TWEETS

04

03

01

Sc r o l l i n g  t h r o u g h 
tweets while watch-

ing mini video (pic in 
pic) is great

@elonmusk

We’re investing in an 
America we can 

take pride in – one where 
working families have 
good-paying jobs and 
more breathing room.

@POTUS

Delighted to welcome 
King HM Norodom 

Sihamoni of Cambodia. 
Our nations share deep 
historical and cultural 
ties, and we look forward 
to strengthening our 
friendship and coopera-
tion even further. May his 
visit mark a new chapter 
in India-Cambodia rela-
tions.

@narendramodi

he “Knotted Gun” 
sculpture is a uni-

versal symbol of non-vi-
olence on display at @UN

 Headquarters in NYC. 
It is a reminder that we 

all need to overcome di-
visions and to provide 
hope in place of turmoil. 
Peace is needed now 
more than ever.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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News in brief 
 u Beijing has declined a US 
invitation for a meeting in Singapore 
between Defense Secretary Lloyd 
Austin and his Chinese counterpart 
Li Shangfu, the Pentagon said. 
“Overnight, the PRC informed the 
US that they have declined our early 
May invitation for Secretary Austin to 
meet with PRC Minister of National 
Defense Li Shangfu in Singapore this week,” 
Pentagon spokesman Brigadier General Pat 
Ryder said Monday in a statement, referring 
to the People’s Republic of China. “The 
PRC’s concerning unwillingness to engage in 
meaningful military-to-military discussions 
will not diminish (the Defense Department’s) commitment to seeking open lines 
of communication with the People’s Liberation Army,” he said. When asked about 
the meeting, the Chinese foreign ministry would not confirm that Beijing had 
declined the invitation. “The US knows clearly why there are currently difficulties 
in military communication between China and the US,” spokeswoman Mao Ning 
told a regular press conference on Tuesday.

u Indigenous locals attacked a military outpost in the Amazon with bows 
and arrows, Venezuela’s military reported Sunday.

The incident occurred on Friday, a source linked to 
indigenous rights defenders told AFP. No injuries 
were reported. The attack with traditional weapons 
was in retaliation for the armed forces confiscating 

“contraband materials” meant to be used in illegal mining, regional General 
Domingo Hernandez Larez posted on Twitter. The materials were being sent to 
illegal mining camps in the Yapacana National Park, in Amazonas state, on the 
border with Colombia and Brazil, he added. Some five tons of food and various 
supplies were seized by the armed forces in the previous days during military 
operations against illegal mining, he added.

NATO said on Tuesday it was deploying extra forces to 
Kosovo after clashes in the north of the country in which 
30 soldiers from a NATO-led peacekeeping force were 
injured. The deployment of additional NATO forces to 
Kosovo is a prudent measure to ensure that KFOR (the 
Kosovo Force) has the capabilities it needs to maintain 
security in accordance with our UN Security Council mandate,” said Admiral 
Stuart B. Munsch, commander of Allied Joint Force Command Naples. “I want to 
commend KFOR for taking swift, restrained and professional action to intervene 
to stop the unrest and to save lives. “The violence must stop and all sides must 
stop taking actions to undermine the peace in any and all communities of 
Kosovo.” NATO said it was deploying the Operational Reserve Forces (ORF) for the 
Western Balkans, who would be ready to move within seven days.
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Russia says 
issued 1.5 million 
passports in 
occupied Ukraine 
Moscow

Russia has handed out 
1.5 million passports 

in territories it occupies in 
Ukraine, Moscow’s Prime 
Minister Mikhail Mishustin 
said yesterday. 

Kyiv has likened the pass-
port handouts to efforts to 
suppress Ukrainian identity. 

“From October last year, 
almost 1.5 million people re-
ceived a Russian passport in 
the new regions,” Mishustin 
told a government meeting. 

He referred to the parts 
of Ukraine’s Donetsk, Lu-
gansk, Zaporizhzhia and 
Kherson regions that are 
under Russian control. 

“It is important that all 
their residents feel real 
changes taking place in 
cities and towns, see that 
streets and houses are 
gradually being restored,” 
he said. 

The EU has said it will not 
recognise Russian passports 
issued by Moscow in the 
“illegally- occupied” regions 
of Ukraine. 

Elon Musk meets 
Chinese FM in 
Beijing 

Beijing

Elon Musk met Foreign 
Minister Qin Gang in 

Beijing yesterday, the min-
istry said, as the Tesla CEO 
embarks on his first trip to 
China in more than three 
years. 

China is the world’s big-
gest electric vehicle mar-
ket and Tesla announced 
in April it would build a 
second massive factory in 
Shanghai. 

Qin told Musk China was 
“committed to creating a 
better market-oriented, 
rule-of-law-based and in-
ternationalised business 
environment” for foreign 
enterprises, his ministry 
said on its website. 

Musk said in response 
“Tesla opposes ‘decoupling 
and breaking chains’, and 
is willing to continue to ex-
pand its business in China”, 
according to the ministry’s 
readout. 

Musk’s ties to China have 
raised eyebrows in Wash-
ington, with US President 
Joe Biden saying in Novem-
ber the executive’s links 
to foreign countries were 
“worthy” of scrutiny. 

On Tuesday, Qin and 
Musk discussed relations 
between China and the 
United States, according to 
Beijing, with the Chinese 
foreign minister saying the 
two countries should “ap-
ply the brakes in a timely 
manner to avoid dangerous 
driving”. 

New truce, new 
battles in Sudan  

Burhan and Daglo again accused each other of violating the truce
AFP | Khartoum

Fighting flared again in Su-
dan yesterday despite the 
latest ceasefire pledges of 

the two warring generals that 
are meant to allow desperately 
needed aid to reach besieged 
civilians. 

Both the army and the para-
military Rapid Support Forces 
formally agreed late on Monday 
to extend by five days a US and 
Saudi-brokered humanitarian 
truce that was frequently vio-
lated over the past week. 

Since the extension was an-
nounced, more fighting was 
reported by residents, includ-
ing “clashes with various kinds 
of weapons in southern Khar-
toum” and fighting in Nyala in 
the state of South Darfur. 

The army leader Abdel Fattah 
al-Burhan and his former depu-
ty, paramilitary RSF commander 
Mohamed Hamdan Daglo, again 
accused each other of violat-
ing the truce and claimed to 
only be responding to enemy 
aggression. 

The war has killed at least 
1,800 people, according to the 
Armed Conflict Location and 
Event Data Project. More than 
a million have been displaced 
and nearly 350,000 have fled 

to other countries, the UN says. 
Residents have been hiding 

from street combat and roam-
ing looters in the capital city of 
more than five million, nearly 
700,000 of whom have fled, ac-
cording to the United Nations. 

Since the fighting broke out 
on April 15, both generals have 

committed to a series of truces. 
Although some Sudanese have 
used relative lulls in the fight-
ing to escape, aid has only been 
allowed to trickle in. 

The United Nations warned 
on Monday that Sudan has 
become one of the highest 
alert areas for food insecu-

rity, requiring “urgent” ac-
tion from the international  
community. 

The rainy season is set to start 
soon, threatening to make parts 
of the vast northeast African 
country inaccessible and raising 
the risks of malaria, cholera and 
water-borne diseases. 

Tuk-tuks (motorised rickshaws) wait for passengers along al-Sittin (sixty) road in the south of Khartoum

Iran ‘resolves’ one of UN nuclear 
watchdog’s concerns: media 

• Iran said the 
enrichment of the 
sample to 83.% 
was likely due 
to “unintended 
fluctuations” in the 
enrichment process 
as it had never set out 
to enrich uranium 
to more than 60% 

Tehran

Iran has “resolved” one of 
three cases raised by the UN 

watchdog as possible evidence 
it had not declared all its past 
nuclear activities, Iranian me-
dia reported yesterday. 

The reports came just days 
before the board of governors 
of the International Atomic 
Energy Agency is due to meet 
to review progress. 

The IAEA had reported the 
discovery of traces of radio-
active material at three sites 
not declared by Iran as having 
hosted past nuclear activity in 
a blow to efforts to restore a 
landmark 2015 deal between 
Tehran and major powers. 

“With the improvement of 
interactions between Iran and 

the IAEA... the case related to 
one of the agency’s alleged 
sites -- Abadeh -- has been re-
solved,” Iran’s Fars news agen-
cy reported. “This concludes 
the agency’s inquiry into one 
of the three alleged locations 
raised,” it added. 

The Marivan site in Aba-
deh county in the southern 
province of Fars is the first of 
the three sites to be addressed 
under a work plan agreed by 
Iran and the IAEA in March 
last year.  

The other two sites are Var-
amin and Turquzabad. 

The IAEA’s concerns about 
the sites are one of the remain-
ing obstacles to the revival of 
the 2015 nuclear deal, which 
was left in tatters by the unilat-
eral withdrawal of the United 
States in 2018. 

Fars also reported that Iran 
had addressed IAEA concerns 
about the discovery of urani-
um enriched to close to the 
level required for a nuclear 
warhead. Iran said the enrich-
ment of the sample to 83.% 
was likely due to “unintended 
fluctuations” in the enrich-
ment process as it had nev-
er set out to enrich uranium 
to more than 60%, still well 
short of the 90% needed for a  
warhead. 

Chinese mission with first civilian 
reaches space station 

Jiuquan

China sent three astronauts 
to its Tiangong space sta-

tion yesterday, putting a civil-
ian into orbit for the first time 
as it pursues plans to send a 
crewed mission to the Moon 
by 2030. 

The Shenzhou-16 crew took 
off atop a Long March 2F rock-
et from the Jiuquan Satellite 
Launch Centre in northwest 
China at 9:31 am (0131 GMT), 
AFP journalists saw. 

They docked at the space 
station’s Tianhe core module 
on Tuesday afternoon, more 

than six hours after taking off, 
state broadcaster CCTV said. 

The launch was a “complete 
success” and the “astronauts 
are in good condition”, said 
Zou Lipeng, director of the Ji-
uquan Satellite Launch Center. 

Leading its crew is com-
mander Jing Haipeng on his 
fourth mission, as well as en-
gineer Zhu Yangzhu and Bei-
hang University professor Gui 
Haichao, the first Chinese ci-
vilian in space. 

China was the third coun-
try to put humans in orbit and 
Tiangong is the crown jewel of 
its space programme. 

Crew of the Shenzhou-15 spaceflight mission Fei Junlong (front L), Zhang 
Lu (back L) and Deng Qingming (back 2nd L) take photos with crew of the 
Shenzhou-16 spaceflight mission Jing Haipeng (front R), Gui Haichao (back R) 
and Zhu Yangzhu (back 2nd R) inside the Chinese space station core module 
Tianhe

Ukraine said it had downed 
29 out of 31 drones, mainly 

over Kyiv and the Kyiv 
region in the latest Russian 
barrage -- the third on the 

Ukrainian capital in 24 hours

KNOW

BETTER

Drones hit Moscow high-rises 
as Kyiv struck for third day 
• Eight drones were 
used in the attack

AFP | Moscow

A swarm of drones hit Mos-
cow yesterday in an un-
precedented attack, while 

Russian drones struck Kyiv for a 
third straight day as Ukraine gears 
up for a major offensive against 
Russian forces. 

The Russian defence ministry 
blamed Kyiv for the attacks that 
saw three drones crash into resi-
dential buildings in Moscow. 

Officials said no one was seri-
ously injured and there was only 
“minor” damage to buildings. 

The Russian defence ministry 
said that eight drones were used 
in the attack, adding that five of 
them were downed and three dis-
abled. 

Of the three that hit residen-
tial buildings, two crashed into 
high-rises located in Moscow’s 
affluent southwest, while a third 
damaged a residential building in 
a suburb of the capital. 

The other drones fell outside 
Moscow. Some of the debris was 
found around 15 kilometres from 
President Vladimir Putin’s No-
vo-Ogaryovo residence. 

One video shared on social me-
dia showed an explosion followed 
by a column of smoke rising into 
the sky. 

Two drones were intercept-
ed over the Kremlin earlier this 
month but Tuesday’s attack was 
the first time that unmanned 
aerial vehicles hit residential 
areas of Moscow, hundreds of 
kilometres from the front lines 
in Ukraine. 

The raids are likely to be seen as 
a psychological blow and a major 

embarrassment for the Kremlin, 
which has gone to great lengths 
to say the protracted conflict in 
Ukraine does not pose a threat to 
Russians. 

The Kremlin insisted that there 
was no “threat” to Russians, add-
ing that Putin was being informed 
of the attacks in “real time”. 

US says does not back attacks 
inside Russia

Meanwhile, the United States 
said yesterday that it does not 

back attacks inside Russia after 
drones hit Moscow high-rises, but 
said Russia bore responsibility for 
the war with Ukraine.

“As a general matter, we do not 
support attacks inside of Rus-
sia. We have been focused on pro-
viding Ukraine with the equip-
ment and training they need to 
retake their own sovereign terri-
tory,” a State Department spokes-
person said as Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken visited Sweden.

The spokesperson said that the 
United States was still assessing 
what happened in Moscow, where 
residential buildings were hit for 
the first time since Russia invaded 
Ukraine. President Vladimir Putin 
blamed Kyiv.

A specialist inspects the damaged facade of a multi-storey apartment building after 
a reported drone attack in Moscow

Malaysia searches Chinese ship suspected of looting WWII wrecks 
Kuala Lumpur

Malaysia’s coast guard said 
yesterday authorities were 

questioning the crew of a Chinese 
vessel detained on suspicion of 
looting two British World War II 
shipwrecks. 

Officers discovered unexploded 
shells upon boarding the Chi-
nese-registered vessel, which was 
detained for illegal anchorage at 
the weekend, said Nurul Hizam 
Zakaria,

Malaysian Maritime Enforce-
ment Agency chief in Johor state. 

“Our investigation is now di-
rected to where these cannon 
shells originated from. Right now, 
we have officers from multi-agen-
cies searching the big ship,” he 
told AFP. 

Nurul Hizam said the vessel 
from the city of Fuzhou had a 
crew of 32 comprising 21 Chinese 

nationals, 10 Bangladeshis and 
one Malaysian, some of whom 
were in coast guard custody for 
questioning. 

A senior Malaysian maritime 

official told AFP on condition of 
anonymity that the pieces of met-
al and shells could have origi-
nated from two sunken British 
warships. More than 800 Brit-

ish sailors were killed when the 
HMS Prince of Wales and HMS 
Repulse were torpedoed by Jap-
anese aircraft in the South China  
Sea. 

a Chinese vessel after anchoring near Tanjung Siang on the waters of the Malaysia’s 
Johor state

Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency 
shows an old cannon shell

Lebanon army frees kidnapped Saudi 
Beirut

A Saudi national who had been 
kidnapped in Beirut has been 

freed in a “special operation” by 
the Lebanese army near the Syr-
ian border, it said in a statement  
yesterday. 

“An army intelligence patrol 
managed to free kidnapped Sau-
di national Mashari al-Mutairi 
during a special operation on the 
Syrian border,” the army said. 

“A number of those involved in 
the kidnapping were also arrest-
ed,” it added. 

A senior Lebanese security 
source had said on Monday that, 
based on preliminary informa-

tion, the Saudi was kidnapped by 
unidentified assailants dressed 
as security personnel in a four-
wheel drive vehicle on the Beirut 
seafront, where he had been in a 
restaurant. 

Prime Minister Najib Mikati 
congratulated the army on the 
“great effort deployed to release 
him and arrest those involved in 
the kidnapping.” 

According to  Saudi  gov-
ernm ent- ow ned te lev i s i on 
channel  Al-Ekhbariya,  the 
kidnappers had demanded a  
ransom. 

Kidnappings of Arab or foreign 
nationals in Lebanon have been 
rare in recent years.The Embassy of Saudi Arabia in Beirut

Titanic gives up its 
forgotten treasures
Lost gold necklace made from 
the tooth of a megalodon shark is 
discovered in the shipwreck - 111 
years after the doomed liner sank

Daily Mail

A necklace ‘made from the 
tooth of a megalodon 

shark’ has been revealed in 
new images from the wreck-
age of the Titanic. 

The stunning artefact was 
identified in footage taken last 
summer by Guernsey-based 
firm Magellan Ltd.

The footage was shot dur-
ing efforts to capture the first 
digital scans of the shipwreck, 
which present it in detail - al-
most as if it’s been retrieved 

from the water. 
Other objects surrounding 

the necklace have not been 
identified, although it appears 
to be near a collection of small 
ring-shaped beads. 

Magellan Ltd, which is 
working with Atlantic Produc-
tions on a documentary about 
last year’s expedition, is pro-
hibited from retrieving them 
from the sea floor, however.

An estimated 1,517 of the 
2,224 people on board Titanic 
were killed when the luxury 
ocean liner sank on April 15, 
1912.

Teeth of the extinct megalodon - one of the largest fish ever to exist - are 
known to reach over seven inches in length. The necklace is circled here in 
red


