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Bahrain football returns 
with treble dreams alive

Hussain Almaskati
TDT | Manama

Bahrain football returns 
this week with the title 
race finely poised and sil-

verware still up for grabs across 
multiple competitions. April 
promises to be decisive, with the 
league, cup, and treble ambitions 
all hanging in the balance.

Title race
The Nasser bin Hamad Pre-

mier League resumes on April 
2 with Matchweek 17, ushering 
in the final seven rounds of a 
season full of surprises.

Al Khaldiya, founded only in 
2020, sit top of the table on 39 
points. Since Tunisian coach 
Lassaad Al Chaabi arrived in 
November, the club has been 
nearly unstoppable. 

Their rapid rise and early 
consistency put them in prime 
position to chase what would be 
just the third league title in their 
short history. 

Their confidence was boosted 
earlier this month when they 
beat Muharraq to lift the Super 
Cup, a match effectively played 
by U21 squads as both teams 
rested senior players. With 
the league lead and a place in 
the King’s Cup semi-finals, Al 
Khaldiya are firmly in conten-
tion for a domestic treble.

Reigning champions Muhar-
raq are just two points behind 
on 37. 

The league’s most decorat-
ed side, holders of 35 Premier 
League titles, remain a formida-
ble presence under Portuguese 
coach Fernando Manuel de Je-
sus Santos. 

Their attack is led by Edimar 
Ribeiro da Costa, the league’s top 
scorer with 12 goals, and they 
will look to prove why they re-
main Bahrain’s benchmark club.

Riffa are in third on 34 points. 
Under Kuwaiti coach Moham-
med Mashaan, they have com-
bined league consistency with 
cup success, including their 

Khalid bin Hamad Cup win over 
Muharraq in February. With the 
league challenge and King’s Cup 
semi-final ahead, Riffa also have 
a clear path to a treble.

The top three are separated by 
just five points, and every match 
from now on could reshape 
the title race. Behind them, Al 
Malkiya sit fourth on 23 points, 

largely safe but capable of in-
fluencing the top three, while 
Aali Club, Al Hidd, Al Ahli, and 
Al Najma occupy the mid-table 
positions with mixed form.

Relegation battle
At the bottom, Sitra (18 points), 

Al Budaiya (18), Al Shabab (10), 
and Bahrain Club (7) are fighting 

to avoid the drop. Bahrain Club’s 
miserable season leaves them 
in the most perilous position, 
while Al Shabab must quickly 
find form to survive. Every point 
gained in the next seven fixtures 
is crucial.

League fixtures
The league restarts on April 

2, with fifth-place Aali Club 
facing Bahrain Club at 7 PM, 
while eighth-place Al Najma 
take on Al Shabab at the same  
time. 

On April 3, Muharraq face Si-
tra at 5:15 PM, followed by Al 
Budaiya against Al Hidd at 7:30 
PM. The spotlight then shifts to 
April 4, when league leaders Al 
Khaldiya clash with Riffa at 5:15 
PM in a match that could prove 
pivotal for the title. 

Later that evening,  sev-
enth-place Al Ahli will play 
against fourth-place Al Malkiya 
at 7:30 PM.

Cup semi-finals
Just days later, attention turns 

to the Bahrain King’s Cup, with 
semi-finals scheduled for April 
10 and 11.

On April  10,  holders Al 
Khaldiya meet Riffa, a fixture 
that pits two sides still chasing 
silverware on multiple fronts. 
Both clubs have treble ambitions 
heading into the decisive stages 
of the season.

The following day, Muharraq 
face Al Ahli, aiming to assert 
their pedigree and keep their 
season alive.

April stakes
April could define the domes-

tic season. Al Khaldiya have mo-
mentum and trophies already 
in the bag. Riffa have shown 
they can deliver in crucial mo-
ments. Muharraq, with their 
history and firepower, remain 
ever-threatening.

With seven league games re-
maining and a place in the cup 
final at stake, the margin for er-
ror is quickly vanishing. 

Al Khaldiya celebrate winning the Super Cup in mid-March

Bahrain boxers bring their fight to Saudi rings

Hussain Almaskati
TDT | Manama

Under new coach Irish 
John Conlon, the Bahrain 

National Boxing Team recent-
ly took part in joint sparring 
sessions with several clubs in 

the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 
hosted by Samurai Club in Al  
Khobar. 

Over multiple rounds, the 
team faced Saudi opponents 
in a competitive environment 
that tested their skills, boosted 
confidence, and offered experi-

ence against different fighting  
styles. 

The sessions included experi-
enced national boxers Ali Alara-
di, Rasheed Mehrinfar, and Mo-
hammed Atiya, along with other 
rising athletes, giving the team 
a chance to refine techniques 

and prepare for upcoming com-
petitions.

The exchange reflected the 
team’s dedication, as athletes 
continued rigorous training 
despite regional challeng-
es and difficult circumsta- 
nces. 

It also strengthened sporting 
ties between Bahrain and Saudi 
Arabia and fostered camaraderie 
among the fighters.

The Bahrain Boxing Feder-
ation expressed gratitude to 
their Saudi hosts for the warm 
welcome and excellent organ-

ization. 
Samurai Club described the 

visit as “a remarkable step for 
technical development and 
competitive exposure” and 
welcomed the Bahrain team as 
“always at home among their 
brothers.”

Bahrain’s Ali Alaradi fires a shot during sparring Bahrain Boxing Federation officials and fighters with Samurai Club members in Al Khobar


