
MEN MAKE WAR TO GET 
ATTENTION. ALL KILLING IS AN 
EXPRESSION OF SELF-HATE.
LICE WALKER
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Queen Isabella I of Castile 
and King Ferdinand II of 
Aragon issue the Alhambra 
Decree expelling Jews 
from their kingdoms

English Parliament presents 
the Humble Petition and Ad-
vice to Lord Protector Oliver 

Cromwell, offering him the 
crown, but he declines

Eiffel Tower officially opens for dignitaries and an 
award ceremony in Paris, France; designed by Gus-
tave Eiffel and built for the Exposition Universelle, 
at 300 meters high, it holds the record for the tallest 
man-made structure for 41 years

British Parliament 
accepts the 

Government of Ireland 
Act, known as the 

Fourth Home Rule Bill
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Israel’s expanding mil-
itary operations in 

southern Lebanon have 
resulted in the death 
of yet another health 
worker today. A par-
amedic was killed in a 
strike on an ambulance 
in Bint Jbeil. Additional-
ly, a medical warehouse 
in the same city was de-
stroyed in an attack.

@DrTedros

Pleased to speak with 
Prime Minister of the 

Netherlands Rob Jetten 
today. We discussed ways 
to further strengthen 
India-Netherlands ties.  
Highlighted the potential 
of our partnership in ar-
eas such as semiconduc-
tors, mega water projects, 
green hydrogen and talent 
mobility.Also exchanged 
views on the situation in 
West Asia and empha-
sized the need for early 
restoration of peace and 
stability in the region.

@narendramodi

Every day, we throw 
awa y  e n o u g h  t o 

prepare 1 billion meals 
— while letting 9% of 
humanity go hungry. 
We cannot take food for 
granted. Together, let’s 
build the zero-waste 
food systems we need to 
nourish both people & 
planet.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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Trump eyes Iran oil
An earlier Trump comment warning of a possible assault by US ground troops to seize Iran’s 

Kharg Island oil facilities had already sent prices higher

• Israeli army says 
struck Tehran university 
run by Iran Guards

• Pakistan’s Foreign 
Minister Ishaq Dar 
said they had discussed 
how to “bring an 
early and permanent 
end to the war.”

• Speaker of Iran’s 
parliament accused 
Washington of 
using diplomacy as 
a smoke screen

AFP | Washington, United States

US President Donald Trump 
pushed concerns about 
surging world prices 

aside yesterday and threatened 
to destroy Iran’s oil wells, power 
plants and main export terminal 
if Tehran does not quickly accept 
a peace deal.

Trump expressed confidence 

that a negotiated settlement 
would soon be reached but 
warned that if it was not -- or if 
Iran continued to block the Strait 
of Hormuz to most sea traffic -- 
US forces would “blow up” Kharg 
Island and all of Iran’s oil wells 
and electricity generation.

Market experts warned that 
any US ground operation or wid-
er Iranian retaliation could send 
oil prices to levels not seen since 
the July 2008 commodity boom, 
when the cost of world bench-
mark crude Brent hit close to 
$150 per barrel -- and could rise 

far more.
Brent has already risen in price 

by nearly 60% this month, and 
the US benchmark WTI by more 
than half.

“If the US were to launch a 
ground invasion of Iran, possi-
bly taking the Kharg Island, or 
if Tehran were to intensify re-
taliatory strikes on energy infra-
structure or fully close the Strait, 
projections of $200 (a barrel) 
oil will not be an otherworldly 
supposition anymore,” analyst 
Tamas Varga of PVM Energy said.

As Israel pressed its offensive 

against Iran-backed Hezbollah in 
south Lebanon -- hitting, an offi-
cial told AFP, an army checkpoint 
and killing a Lebanese soldier -- 
Indonesia confirmed on Monday 
that one of its peacekeepers was 
killed after the UN force said a 
projectile hit one of its positions.

Separately, the Israeli military 
said one of its soldiers was killed 
on Sunday in combat in south-
ern Lebanon, bringing to six the 
number of troops killed since 
fighting with Hezbollah began 
this month.

Diplomatic efforts
On the ground there appeared 

to be no let-up in hostilities. Is-
rael said its air defence batteries 
responded to “missiles launched 
from Iran”, after earlier an-
nouncing it was striking “terror 
regime military infrastructure 
across Tehran”.

Israel confirmed that in re-
cent days it had hit the Imam 
Hossein University in Tehran, 
which it says is used by Iran’s 
Islamic Revolutionary Guards 
Corps (IRGC) for advanced weap-
ons research. Tehran has warned 
it could strike US universities 

across the Middle East.
On the diplomatic front, Pa-

kistan -- acting as a go-between 
for Washington and Tehran -- 
hosted foreign ministers from 
Saudi Arabia, Turkey and Egypt 
in Islamabad on Sunday for talks 
on the crisis.

Pakistan’s Foreign Minister 
Ishaq Dar said they had dis-
cussed how to “bring an early 
and permanent end to the war.”

He said Iran and the United 
States had expressed “confidence 
in Pakistan to facilitate the talks” 
and that he had spoken to his 
Chinese counterpart Wang Yi 
as well as UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres and other for-
eign ministers who also backed 
the idea.

Nevertheless, the speaker of 
Iran’s parliament accused Wash-
ington of using diplomacy as a 
smoke screen.

Despite making diplomatic 
overtures, including proposing 
a 15-point plan to end the war, 
the United States has also been 
sending more military assets into 
the region, including an amphib-
ious assault ship carrying 3,500 
Marines.

Focus on Kharg island
Great progress has been made but, if for any reason a deal is not shortly reached, which it probably will be, and if the 

Hormuz Strait is not immediately ‘open for business,’ we will conclude our lovely ‘stay’ in Iran by blowing up and completely 
obliterating all of their electric generating plants, oil wells and Kharg Island (and possibly all desalinisation plants), which 

we have purposefully not yet ‘touched’ 
US PRESIDENT DONALD TRUMP

The image captured by the Copernicus Sentinel-2 satellite shows a view of Iran's Kharg Island, which hosts the country's 
main crude export terminal and is responsible for the overwhelming majority of its oil shipments to the world, about 30 
kilometres south of the mainland in the north of the Gulf, on March 2, 2026.

Iran Confirms 
Senior Guards 
Navy Commander 
Killed In Israeli 
Strike
AFP | Tehran, Iran

Iran confirmed yester-
day that Revolutionary 

Guards naval commander 
Alireza Tangsiri has died 
from wounds sustained in 
an Israeli air strike, mark-
ing a significant escalation 
in the ongoing shadow war 
between the two rivals.

The Islamic Revolution-
ary Guard Corps (IRGC) 
announced the command-
er’s death in a statement 
carried by its official Sepah 
News outlet, stating that 
Tangsiri “succumbed to se-
vere injuries” following the  
attack.

Israel had claimed re-
sponsibility for the strike 
earlier this week, saying it 
had targeted the senior na-
val commander. Tangsiri, 
who led the IRGC’s naval 
forces, was a prominent 
figure in Iran’s military es-
tablishment and had over-
seen naval operations in the 
strategic Strait of Hormuz.

Iranian officials have yet 
to announce plans for re-
taliation, though tensions 
in the region are expected 
to rise sharply in the com-
ing days.

Spain shuts 
airspace for US 
planes involved in 
Iran war
AFP | Madrid, Spain

Spain’s leftist government 
has closed Spanish air-

space to US planes carrying 
out missions against Iran, in 
addition to denying Wash-
ington use of its bases, the 
latest step in the country’s 
opposition to the conflict.

Defence Minister Mar-
garita Robles confirmed 
the airspace closure to re-
porters on Monday after 
Spain’s El Pais newspaper 
first reported on it, quoting 
military sources.

“This was made perfectly 
clear to the American mil-
itary and forces from the 
very beginning. Therefore, 
neither the bases are au-
thorised, nor, of course, is 
the use of Spanish airspace 
authorised for any actions 
related to the war in Iran,” 
Robles said.

“I think everyone knows 
Spain’s position; it’s very 
clear,” the minister add-
ed, calling the war on Iran 
“profoundly illegal and pro-
foundly unjust”.

Spain had already said 
earlier this month that the 
US could not use jointly op-
erated military bases in the 
war, which Spanish Prime 
Minister Pedro Sanchez has 
described as “unjustifiable”. 

Zelensky offers 
Russia energy 
ceasefire to help 
ease Iran war oil 
crisis
Kyiv, Ukraine

Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky 

yesterday urged Russia to 
agree to a mutual halt on 
strikes against energy sites 
to help ease a global oil cri-
sis triggered by the war in 
the Middle East.

“If Russia is ready to stop 
hitting Ukrainian energy fa-
cilities, we will not respond 
against their energy sector,” 
Zelensky told journalists.

Israel army 
withdraws West 
Bank battalion 
after CNN 
journalist assault
AFP | Jerusalem, Unde-
fined

Israel's military said 
y e s t e r d a y  i t  h a d 

pulled a battalion out 
of the West Bank af-
ter a soldier assaulted 
a CNN photojournalist 
last week in a village in 
the occupied Palestinian 
territory.

A CNN team was re-
porting on the aftermath 
of an assault by Israeli 
settlers and the estab-
lishment of an illegal 
outpost near the Pales-
tinian village of Tayasir 
on Thursday when they 
were detained by Israe-
li soldiers, the Foreign 
Press Association said in 
a statement.

On Monday, the mil-
itary, in a rare move, 
withdrew a battalion 
from the West Bank fol-
lowing the incident.

"The operational de-
ployment currently be-
ing carried out by the 
reserve battalion will be 
suspended," it said in a 
statement.

"The battalion will re-
main in reserve service 
and will undergo a pro-
cess aimed at reinforcing 
its professional and ethi-
cal foundations."

he battalion would 
resume operational ac-
tivity once the process is 
completed, the military 
added.

Turkey says fourth missile intercepted
Istanbul, Turkey

Turkey's Defence Minis-
try said yesterday that 

NATO forces had intercept-
ed a new missile fired from 
Iran -- the fourth since the 
start of the Middle East 
 war.

"A ballistic munition, which 
has been determined to have 
been fired from Iran and to 
have entered Turkish airspace, 
was neutralized by NATO air 
and missile defence forces de-
ployed in the eastern Med-
iterranean," said a ministry 
statement.

Saudi Arabia says intercepted five ballistic missiles 
headed to Eastern Province
AFP | Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Saudi Arabia’s defence min-
istry said its forces detected 

and intercepted five ballistic 
missiles aimed at the kingdom’s 

Eastern Province.
The brief statement posted 

on X did not specify where the 
missiles originated.

Since the Middle East war 
erupted at the end of Febru-

ary, Saudi Arabia and other Gulf 
countries have been regularly 
targeted by Iranian missile and 
drone strikes in retaliation for 
the US-Israeli campaign, now in 
its second month.

Rubio says US hopeful in private talks after Iran ‘fractures’
AFP | Washington, United States

US Secretary of State Mar-
co Rubio yesterday voiced 

hope for working with elements 

within Iran’s government, say-
ing the United States privately 
had received positive messages. 
Rubio said there were internal 

“fractures” inside the Iran and 
that the United States hoped that 
figures with “power to deliver” 
take charge. “We are hopeful that 

that’s the case,” Rubio told ABC 
News program “Good Morning 
America.” “There are clearly peo-
ple there talking to us in ways 

that previous people in charge in 
Iran have not spoken to us in the 
past, some of the things they’re 
willing to do,” he said.

A first responder stands next to the wreckage of a vehicle at the site of an Israeli airstrike in the southern Lebanese village of Hanouiyeh, east of Tyre First responders work on the rubble of a building targeted by an Israeli airstrike in the southern Lebanese village of Hanouiyeh, east of Tyre

Kuwait says one killed in Iranian attack on desalination plant
NDTV 

Kuwait’s Ministry of Electric-
ity, Water and Renewable 

Energy yesterday stated that an 

Indian worker was killed and 
a service building at a major 
power and water desalination 
plant sustained significant dam-
age following what authorities 

described as Iranian strikes on 
Sunday evening.

According to a statement is-
sued by the ministry’s official 
spokesperson, the strike target-

ed a service building at one of 
Kuwait’s power and water de-
salination plants, resulting in the 
death of the Indian national and 
“significant material damage” to 

the facility. “A service building 
at one of the power and water 
desalination plants was attacked 
as part of the Iranian aggression 
against the State of Kuwait. 

Sisi asks Trump to 
‘help us stop the war’
AFP | Cairo, Egypt

Egyptian President Abdel 
Fattah al-Sisi yesterday 

urged his US counterpart 
Donald Trump to help end 
the Middle East war, now in 
its second month.

“I say to President Trump: 
no one will be able to stop 
the war in our region,  in 
the Gulf... Please, help us to 
stop the war, you are capable 
of it,” Sisi  said in joint re-
marks to the press in Cairo 
alongside Cypriot President 
Nikos Christodoulides.


