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A big weekend of racing 
is on the horizon for 

Bahrain Endurance 13 
at the Ironman African 
Championship, Ironman 70.3 
Oceanside and Ironman 70.3 
Liuzhou.

Ben Hoffman is set to 
defend his crown while 
Daniela Ryf dips her toes 
into Nelson Mandela Bay for 
the first time at the Ironman 
African Championship 
and due to the regional 
championship status 
accorded to the race, they 
both face a stellar field of 
Ironman champions.

Like last year, Hoffman has 
made this race a centrepiece 
of his path to the Ironman 
World Championship. He 
says, “I am beyond excited 
for the early season goal of 
defending my title in Port 
Elizabeth. After capturing 

the regional championship 
crown last season, I have been 
committed to the defence, 
and it feels great to be back 
in South Africa amid the 
scenic beauty and challenge 
of the course, but I feel very 
prepared and motivated for  
Sunday.”

A win for Hoffman 
this weekend would 
guarantee an automatic 
place at the Ironman 
World Championships this 
October in Kona, Hawaii,  
US.

The two-time Ironman 
world champion Ryf has 
been building towards her 
first race since Ironman 70.3 
Dubai earlier this year, and a 
finish in South Africa would 
validate her spot in Kona. But 
knowing her, she will always 
put her best effort into the 
race. She says, “I have been 
training in Gran Canaria the 

last three weeks and happy 
with where I am at for the 
moment. It feels special to do 
the first Ironman so early in 
the season, but I’m looking 
forward to the challenge. My 
fitness has been improved 
since Dubai, which is needed 
as the race will be also double 
as long.”

Ironman 70.3 Oceanside 
is the traditional season 
opener for racing in North 
America. The Olympic gold 
medalist and dual Ironman 
world champion Jan Frodeno 
makes his return to the 
race which he has won on 
two consecutive outings in 
2014 and 2015. Ironman 
70.3 world champion Holly 
Lawrence also joins him on 
the starting line.

Frodeno says, “After a 
year off racing in Oceanside, 
and actually for more than 
14 months no 70.3 racing, 

it has been a good challenge 
to reintroduce some serious 
intensity into my training. 
And of course I am looking 
forward racing most of 
the past Oceanside 70.3 
champions.”

Oceanside is Lawrence’s 
debut race as a member of 
the Bahrain Endurance 13, 
She says, “It’s my first race 
of the year. I’m just excited 
to get out there and see how 
training’s going. I’m feeling 
really good so hoping to have 
a good one.”

Fredrick Croneborg 
showed good early season 
form at Ironman 70.3 
Taiwan with a fourth place 
in the sweltering heat. This 
weekend he will line up at 
the inaugural Ironman 70.3 
Liuzhou, China but face 
vastly different conditions 
with temperatures from 11 
degree’s early in the day.

New Delhi

India skipper Virat Kohli 
yesterday downplayed 

controversial remarks about 
ditching Australian cricketers 
as friends, saying his comments 
were blown out of proportion 
and he remained on good 
terms with some players.

Kohli, who captained India 
to victory in the emotionally-
charged four-Test series, told 
reporters after the decisive 
Dharamasala match that 
he would never consider 
Australian players as friends 
again. Australian media 
labelled Kohli’s remarks 
“classless” in the wake of a 
series marked by controversies 
that India claimed 2-1.

But the Indian skipper sought 

to clear the air Thursday as he 
prepares to share a dressing 
room with Australian players 
in the Indian Premier League 
(IPL) Twenty20 tournament.

“My answer at the post 
match conference has been 
blown way out of proportion,” 
Kohli posted on his official 
Twitter account.

“I did not categorically say 
the whole Australian team but 
only a couple of individuals.

“I continue to be in good 
terms with the few guys I know 
& who I’ve played with at RCB 
(Royal Challengers Bangalore) 
& that doesn’t change.”

Kohli led RCB to the final 
last year with Australian 
players Mitchell Starc, Shane 
Watson and Travis Head.
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Hoffman, 
Ryf back
in action

Kohli says Aussie 
comment overblown

India’s captain Virat Kohli 

Daniela Ryf 

Hopes high for Ayyad Inter Hotel cricket: Ritz-Carlton (A) win

Manama 

Hope will be tied to 
National team and KHK 

MMA amateur team fighter, 
Hussain Ayyad to achieve a 
positive result in the match 
against Irish fighter David 
Fogarty in the Round of Eight 
for the 56kg category of the 
Amateur European Open 
Championships organised 
by the International Mixed 
Martial Arts Federation 
(IMMAF) in the Bulargian 
capital Sofia, which continues 
until 2 April.

The matches continued 

yesterday with 33 fights held 
in various weight categories 
with the participation of the 
National team and KHK 
MMA trio fighters: Hamad 
Mattar, Maher Hamed and 
Nayef Fikey.

Hamad Mattar faced 
Swedish fighter Hoger Salih 
in the 66kg category, the 
match lasted for three rounds 
and ended in favour of the 
latter fighter by a decision 
from the judges panel, but 
Mattar managed to give a 
decent performance in his 
first IMMAF championship 

participation.
Maher Hamed faced Finnish 

fighter Eemil Kurhela in the 
66kg category, the match lasted 
for 25 seconds and Kurhela 
emerged victorious after 
Maher Hamed surrendered 
due to lack of experience in 
his first participation in this 
championship. Nayef Fikey 
facing Russian fighter Ziiad 
Sadaily in the 70kg category.

Fikey delivered a good 
performance and managed to 
finish in a draw but the judges 
panel decided to grant the 
victory to the Russian fighter.

The participating Bahraini delegation.

Manama 

The Ritz-Carlton (A) 
defeated Intercontinental 

Regency (A) by two wickets 
in the last of the round-robin 
matches in The Ritz Carlton 
Bahrain Sixth Inter Hotel 
Charity Cricket Tournament 
2017 at the Ritz-Carlton Staff 
Recreation area.

Batting first, Regency scored 
37 for five in six overs with 
Majid (11 off 8 deliveries, 
1x6) top scoring with Qamar 
(two for nine) the best of the 
bowlers.

In reply, Ritz-Carlton 
reached the target scoring 
38 for four in 5.4 overs with 

Rameesh (11 off 11, 1x4) the 
main scorer with Salman (one 
for two) the best bowler.

A total of 24 teams have been 
playing round-robin group 
matches with the knockout 
stage underway, with this year’s 
official charity being the Child 
Wish Society.
Other Results: 
1) Downtown Rotana bt Best 
Western by 14 runs. 
2) Sheraton bt Gulf Hotel by 
5 wickets. 
3) Ritz-Carlton (A) bt Four 
Seasons (B) by 39 runs.
4) Lagoona bt Majestic Arjaan 
by 4 wickets. 
5) Ritz-Carlton (A) bt Diplomat 

Radisson Blu by 38 runs. 
6) Art Rotana Amwaj bt Westin 
by 4 wickets. 
7)Movenpick bt International 
Hotel Establishment by 39 
runs.
8) Lagoona Resort bt The 
Domain by 5 wickets. 
9)K Hotel bt Best Western by 
4 runs. 
10) Lagoona Resort bt Ramada 
by 3 wicket. 
11)The Domain bt Majestic 
Arjaan by Rotana by 9 runs. 
12)Art Rotana Amwaj bt 
Movenpick by 4 wickets. 
13)Radisson Blu bt Swiss Bell 
by 5 wickets. 
14)Four-Seasons (A) bt Rotana 
Downtown by 2 wickets.

The Ritz-Carlton A
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Athletics (Girls Secondary): 100m:

1) Shinaya (Sacred Heart, 15.18)

2) Dancard (St. Chris, 15.49)

3) Sahar Al Oraibi (Kanoo, 15.84) 

200m: 

1) Marina Sameer (Al Noor, 30.60)

2) Fatma Safina (Indian, 31.51)

3) E. Abanas (St. Chris, 31.64) 

400m: 

1) Kasey Price (St. Chris, 1:09.68)

2) Maryan Sameer (Al Noor, 1:15.22)

3) Fatma Safina (Indian, 1:17.37). 

1,000m: 

1) Kasey Price (St. Chris, 3:46.40)

2) Fahima (5:16.80)

3) Sumaya Mohamed (Bangladesh, 5:30.86) 

4x100m: 

1) Sacred Heart (1:01.77)

2) Al Hekma (1:02.78.)

3) Indian (1:03.13)

High jump:

1) Kasey Price (St. Chris, 137)

2) Maryan Saeed (Al Noor, 120)

3) Alya Salem (115) 

Long jump: 

1) Shanaya (Sacred Heart, 3.80)

2) Karrel Dugami (Sacred Heart, 3.33)

3) Rayana Jean Miranda (Indian, 3.32)

Intermediate: 60m:

1) Koko Josi zar (St. Chris, 8.62)

2) Abba Isan (Sacred Heart, 8.91)

3) Dana Al Ajmi (Hawar, 9.25)

150m: 

1) Malal Al Sayed (Al Mahd, 19.82)

2) Zahra Mohamed (Al Raja, 21.95)

3) Dana Al Ajmi (Hawar, 22.11)

300m: 

1) Solaf Al Jabal (St. Chris, 48.62)

2) Malak Al Sayed (Al Mahd, 49.61)

3) Elisha Manny (British, 50.02) 

1,200m: 

1) Miley Garbel (St. Chris, 4:28.66) 

2) Shayla Feng (British, 4:29.24)

3) Vipa Mahish (British, 4:29.24) 

4x100m: 

1) Indian (1:01.41)

2) British (1:01.96) 

3) Sacred Heart (1:01.78) 

High jump:

1) Charlotte Rodney (British, 135)

2) Silaf Al Jabal (St. Chris, 132)

3) Manaar Ahmed, (Al Hekma, 132.

Long jump:

1) Koko Jesus (St. Chris, 3.93)

2) Noora Al Majed (Kanoo, 3.91)

3) Shaikha Al Majed (Kanoo, 3.82)

DT News Network
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St. Christopher’s School emerged 
overall champions of the 2017 

Mini Olympics, which came to a 
close yesterday and was organised 
by the Bahrain Olympic Committee 
in cooperation with the Ministry of 
Education.

They won 70 medals in total 
including 30 gold, 21 silver and 19 
bronze to finish way ahead of second 
placed Kanoo International School 
(12, 9, 6) and Al Noor International 
School (11, 9, 11) in third.

Other schools who made their 
mark this year were The Indian 
School, British of Bahrain, East Riffa 
Boys School, Sacred Heart School, 
AMA International School, Hawar 
International School and Al Mahd 
School who rounded out the top 
10 finishing from fourth to tenth 
respectively.

St. Christopher’s completed their 
outstanding run in this year’s Mini 
Olympics winning two gold medals, 
two silver and two bronze in the 
hockey championships staged at 
Isa Sports City’s Bahrain Volleyball 
Association hall in Riffa.

Nine teams competed in three 
different categories tournaments. 
In the under-15 boys event, St. 
Christopher’s ‘C’ team captured the 
competition’s gold medal following a 
spirited show as they finished on top 
of this trio round robin event with 15 
points from six matches.

The other two events were an 
under-15 girls tournament and 

an under-11 mix competition, St. 
Christopher’s ‘A’ were second with 
10 points, while St.Christopher’s ‘B’ 
team were third with 1 point.

In the under-15 girls section, St. 
Christopher’s ‘A’ team secured the 
gold medal with 13 points, beating 
St. Christopher’s ‘B team (8) and St. 
Christopher’s ‘C’ (4).

The under-11 mix tournament 
was won by A – Oryx who managed 
13 points from six games. Behind 
them were B – Eagles (11) in second 
and BH Comb (1) third.

Parents and teachers watching 
commented on the tremendous 
sportsmanship on display, despite 
many of the matches being close-
knit affairs. Many of the children 
participating made tremendous 
progress having been able to 
participate in competitive games, 
spurred on by the glittering medals 
presented to the podium finishers. 

On the concluding day of athletics 
events, St. Christopher’s dominated 
the girls events winning the bulk of 
medals in both the intermediate and 
secondary stages.

Meanwhile, the curtain came down 
on the Mini Olympics yesterday 
with a simple, yet expressive closing 
ceremony at Isa Sports City’s Bahrain 
Volleyball Association hall in Riffa.

It was attended by senior 
representatives of the Bahrain 
Olympic Committee, the organisers 
of the event, as well as from 
co-organisers the Ministry of 
Education, with the aim to encourage 
wider participation in sports.

St Christopher’s
crowned 
champions

Winners with games organisers, volunteers and other
officials at the closing ceremony

Concluding day events winners are honored

Young volunteers perform at the closing ceremony


