
I AM SO CLEVER THAT SOMETIMES 
I DON’T UNDERSTAND A SINGLE 
WORD OF WHAT I AM SAYING
OSCAR WILDE
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Battle of Ladysmith: Boers 
defeat the British, leading to the 
Siege of Ladysmith in Natal

Russian Tsar Nicholas II grants 
civil liberties and accepts the 

first Duma (Parliament) in the 
“October Manifesto”

British government 
gives final approv-
al to the Balfour 
Declaration

The Bosphorus Bridge in Istanbul, 
Turkey, is completed, connecting 

the continents of Europe and Asia 
over the Bosphorus for the first time
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For nearly six decades, 
@ASEAN  has stood as 

a beacon of cooperation.
Today, ASEAN is a stra-
tegic partner of the @
UN – a collaboration that 
rests on shared princi-
ples.Let’s continue prov-
ing that cooperation is 
the strongest engine of 
peace & progress.

@antonioguterres

The maritime sector 
is  driving India’s 

growth. Over the last dec-
ade, it has transformed 
significantly, boosting 
trade and port infrastruc-
ture. Addressing the Mar-
itime Leaders Conclave in 
Mumbai.

@narendramodi

President Donald J. 
Trump is honored by 

South Korea with a gold 
crown and the Grand Or-
der of Mugunghwa—the 
nation’s highest civilian 
award and the first time 
it has been given to an 
American president. 

@WhiteHouse

@WHO is appalled 
and deeply shocked 

by reports of the tragic 
killing of more than 460 
patients and companions 
at Saudi Maternity Hos-
pital in El Fasher, #Su-
dan, following recent at-
tacks and the abduction 
of health workers.

@DrTedros

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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The conflict in Sudan stems 
from a power struggle 

between two rival military 
factions that were once 

allies — the Sudanese Armed 
Forces (SAF) and the Rapid 
Support Forces (RSF).

KNOW WHAT

B Y  I N V I T A T I O N

RABBI MARC SCHNEIER, PRESIDENT OF THE FOUNDATION 
FOR ETHNIC UNDERSTANDING

From Ceasefire to Coexistence: 
The Gulf’s Role in Building 

Lasting Peace

The Gulf has 
become a beacon 

of coexistence, 
reminding the 

world that peace 
built on mutual 

respect can 
reverberate far 

beyond politics.

Bahrain’s 
leadership has 

been central to that 
transformation. 

Under His Majesty 
King Hamad bin 

Isa Al Khalifa, 
Bahrain has 

established itself 
as a champion 

of interfaith 
understanding.

As ceasefire negotiations continue between Israel and 
Hamas to end the war, the eyes of the world once again 
turn to the Gulf. The region’s leadership has proven that 

diplomacy, rooted in faith and moral conviction, can achieve 
what decades of conflict could not. Today, that same leadership 
is vital to transforming a temporary truce into a foundation for 
lasting peace.

Gulf countries – Bahrain and the United Arab Emirates – have 
already shown the world that reconciliation is possible when 
nations choose dialogue over division. The Abraham Accords 
were not only a diplomatic breakthrough, but a moral one. They 
proved that peace with Israel does not mean abandoning the 
Palestinian people, and that normalization can coexist with 
compassion, justice, and faith.

I have spent much of my life working to strengthen ties 
between Jews and Muslims, the children of Abraham who 
share a common faith 
and destiny. Through my 
work with leaders from 
Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, the 
United Arab Emirates, 
Qatar, Oman, Morocco, 
Jordan, and beyond, I 
have witnessed a quiet 
but profound transforma-
tion. The Gulf has become 
a beacon of coexistence, 
reminding the world that 
peace built on mutual re-
spect can reverberate far 
beyond politics.

Bahrain’s leadership 
has been central to that 
transformation. Under 
His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa, Bah-
rain has established itself 
as a champion of inter-
faith understanding. His 
vision made Bahrain one 
of the first Arab nations 
to combat extremism and 
publicly embrace peace 
with Israel as a step to-
ward a stronger, more in-
clusive Middle East. His 
Majesty’s commitment 
to dialogue and tolerance 
has inspired others to fol-
low suit.

Now, as the guns fall 
silent, the opportunity 
before us is clear. The 
Gulf can help transform 
this ceasefire into the be-
ginning of a new regional 
reality, one where a Pales-
tinian state and the State 
of Israel exist side by side 
in security and dignity. 
The key is to expand the 
spirit of cooperation that 
Bahrain and its partners 
have already built.

Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman cap-
tured this vision when he said, “I believe the Palestinians and 
the Israelis have the right to have their own land. But we have 
to have a peace agreement to assure the stability for everyone 
and to have normal relations.” 

Those words reflect the growing understanding that peace 
is not weakness but wisdom, and that coexistence is the only 
path to a secure and prosperous future.

True peace requires more than treaties. It demands trust. The 
Gulf has earned that trust through its moral consistency and 
its courage to lead with faith. The progress made through the 
Abraham Accords must now serve as a roadmap for reconcili-
ation between Israelis and Palestinians.

History will remember this moment not for its ceasefire, but 
for whether the region’s leaders turned it into lasting coexist-
ence. Bahrain and its neighbors have already shown the world 
what is possible when faith guides diplomacy. Now, they can 
show the world what peace truly looks like.
(The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author and 
do not necessarily reflect the official policy or position of the Daily Tribune)

Putin defies 
Trump 
with second 
nuclear 
weapons test 
in days
Russian leader said there was “no way 
to intercept” the drone torpedo

• Putin said no 
country could match 
Poseidon’s speed 
and diving depth

• Capable of carrying 
a nuclear warhead of 
up to two megaton

• Trump urged 
Putin to focus instead 
on ending the war 

AFP | Moscow, Russia

Russia has successfully 
tested a nuclear-capable, 

nuclear-powered underwa-
ter drone, President Vladimir 
Putin said yesterday defying 
US President Donald Trump’s 
warnings with Moscow’s 
second test of a new nuclear 
weapons system in just a few 
days.

Putin on Sunday oversaw a 
test of another advanced nu-
clear-capable weapon -- the 
Burevestnik cruise missile, 
which he said had an “unlim-
ited range”. Trump called that 
exercise not “appropriate”.

“Yesterday, another test 
was conducted for another 
prospective system -- the un-
manned underwater device 
‘Poseidon,’ also equipped 
with a nuclear power unit,” 
Putin said in televised remarks 
while visiting a military hos-
pital treating Russian soldiers 
wounded in Ukraine.

The Russian leader said 
there was “no way to inter-
cept” the drone torpedo, 
which, according to Putin, 
can travel at a speed higher 
than conventional submarines 

and reach any continent in the 
world.

Putin said no country could 
match Poseidon’s speed and 
diving depth, adding, “it is un-
likely that anything similar 
will appear in the near future.”

The device can operate at a 
depth of more than one kilo-
metre (0.6 mile) and travel 
at speeds of up to 70 knots 
while remaining undetecta-
ble, according to a source in 
the Russian military-industrial 
complex quoted by state news 
agency TASS.

First tested in 2018, it is ca-
pable of carrying a nuclear 
warhead of up to two mega-
tons, the source told TASS.

After Sunday’s cruise mis-
sile test, Trump urged Putin 
to focus instead on ending the 
war in Ukraine.

“He ought to get the war (in 
Ukraine) ended. A war that 
should have taken one week 
is now soon in its fourth year. 
That’s what he ought to do 
instead of testing missiles,” 
Trump said.

The US president last week 
scrapped a planned summit 
with Putin in Budapest over 
what he cast as the Russian 
leader’s unwillingness to com-
promise to end the conflict.

Trump has been trying to 
secure a deal since he re-
turned to the White House 
in January, but talks have 
yielded no progress and he 
has shown increasing frus-
tration with Putin, who has 
rejected multiple calls for a  
ceasefire.

Washington last  week 
slapped sanctions on Russia’s 
two largest oil companies, 
complaining that his talks 
with Putin to end the Ukraine 
war “don’t go anywhere.”

Russia’s President Vladimir Putin (C) brings a medal as he visits servicemen 
who were wounded during the Russian military action in Ukraine, at a 
military hospital in Moscow

Pakistan says 
peace talks with 
Afghanistan ‘failed’
Tarar said engaged with Afghanistan in the spirit of peace

• Afghanistan has not 
commented so far

• t is not clear whether 
negotiators from both 
sides remain in Istanbul

AFP | Islamabad, Pakistan

Pakistan said yesterday 
that peace talks with Af-
ghanistan had failed, in a 

blow to hopes for a lasting truce 
after the South Asian neigh-
bours’ deadliest border clashes 
in years.

The violence, which killed 
more than 70 people and 
wounded hundreds, erupted 
following explosions in Kabul 
on October 9 that the Taliban 
authorities blamed on Pakistan.

Both sides had been holding 
talks in Istanbul aimed at secur-
ing peace.

“Regrettably, the Afghan side 
gave no assurances, kept devi-

ating from the core issue and 
resorted to blame game, deflec-
tion and ruses,” Information 
Minister Attaullah Tarar said 
on X after four days of negoti-
ations brokered by Qatar and 
Turkey.

“The dialogue thus failed to 
bring about any workable solu-
tion.”

Tarar said Pakistan engaged 
with Afghanistan in the spirit 
of peace, but accused Kabul of 
“unabated support to anti-Paki-
stan terrorists”.

“We will continue to take all 
possible measures necessary 
to protect our people from the 
menace of terrorism,” he added.

Hours later, Defence Min-
ister Khawaja Asif warned on 
X that “any terrorist attack or 
any suicide bombing inside Pa-
kistan shall give you the bitter 
taste of such misadventures”.

Afghanistan has not com-
mented so far.

It is not clear whether nego-
tiators from both sides remain 
in Istanbul, and the Turkish 

foreign ministry did not imme-
diately respond to AFP’s request 
for comment.

Abdul Mateen Qani, spokes-
man for Afghanistan’s interior 
ministry, told Afghan media 
outlet Ariana News on Tuesday 
that any attack would be met 
with a response “that will serve 
as a lesson for Pakistan and a 
message for others”.

Re l a t i o n s  b e t we e n  t h e 
one-time allies, who share a 
2,600-kilometre (1,600-mile) 
frontier, have soured in recent 
years over accusations from Is-
lamabad that Afghanistan har-
bours militant groups which 
stage attacks in Pakistan.

Of particular concern is the 
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan 
(TTP), which Islamabad accus-
es the Taliban authorities of 
allowing to use Afghan territory 
as a “training-cum-logistic base 
and jump off point for terrorist 
activities”.

The Taliban government has 
consistently denied the alle-
gations.

Israel hits another Gaza target 
after deadliest night since truce
AFP | Gaza City, Palestinian 
Territories

Israel said it struck an arms 
dump in Gaza yesterday, 
hours after the deadli-

est night of bombing since the 
start of a US-brokered truce, 
warning it would continue to 
operate to take out perceived  
threats.

The military announced it had 
carried out a precision strike on 
a site in the Beit Lahia area of 
northern Gaza where it said 
weapons were being stockpiled 
for “an imminent terror attack”.

Israeli troops, it said, would 
remain deployed in “accordance 
with the ceasefire agreement 
and will continue to operate to 
remove any immediate threat”.

Hamas-run Gaza’s civil de-
fence agency told AFP that one 
Palestinian was killed in the lat-
est strike -- and that 104 -- in-
cluding 46 children and 24 wom-
en -- had died in the previous 
night’s bombardment.

The Israeli military launched 
a wave of bombing after one of 
its soldiers was killed in Gaza 
on Tuesday. By mid-morning on 
Wednesday it said it had begun 
“renewed enforcement of the 
ceasefire”.

Both US President Donald 
Trump and regional mediator 
Qatar said they expected the 
ceasefire to hold, but inside Gaza 
displaced families were losing 
hope.

“We had just started to breathe 
again, trying to rebuild our lives, 
when the bombardment came 
back,” said 31-year-old Khadi-
ja al-Husni, a displaced mother 
living with her children under 
canvas at a school in Al-Shati 
refugee camp.

“It’s a crime. Either there is a 
truce or a war -- it can’t be both. 
The children couldn’t sleep; they 
thought the war was over.”

‘We’re exhausted’
United Nations rights chief 

Volker Turk said the report of 
so many dead was appalling and 
urged all sides not to let peace 
“slip from our grasp”, echoing 
calls from Britain, Germany and 
the European Union for the par-
ties to recommit to the ceasefire.

In the central city of Deir 
el-Balah, in a tent near Al-Aqsa 
Martyrs Hospital, 40-year-old 
Jalal Abbas was close to despair 
and accused the Israelis of using 
false pretexts to resume their 
campaign.

“The problem is that Trump 
gives them cover to kill civilians 
because they mislead him with 
false information,” he told AFP.

“We want an end to the war 
and the escalation. We’re ex-
hausted and on the verge of col-
lapse.”

The Israeli military said that 
its strikes had targeted 30 senior 
Hamas, with Defence Minister 
Israel Katz maintaining “doz-
ens of Hamas commanders were 
neutralised”.

Israel said it launched the wave 
of strikes after reservist Master 
Sergeant Yona Efraim Feldbaum, 
37, was killed in Rafah when his 
engineering vehicle was hit by 
enemy fire.

Hostage handover delayed
Hamas said its fighters had “no 

connection to the shooting inci-
dent in Rafah” and reaffirmed its 
commitment to the US-backed 
ceasefire.

It also delayed handing over 
what it said was the remains 
of a deceased hostage, and that 
any “escalation will hinder the 
search, excavation and recovery 
of the bodies”.

After the start of this month’s 
ceasefire it returned the 20 sur-
viving captives still in its cus-
tody and began the process of 
returning 28 bodies of deceased 
hostages.

But a row over the slow re-
turn of these last remains has 
threatened to derail the ceasefire 
plan -- agreed between Israel and 

Hamas and backed by Trump’s 
US administration and region-
al mediators Egypt, Turkey and  
Qatar.

Israel accuses Hamas of reneg-
ing on the deal by not returning 
them fast enough, but the Pal-
estinian group says it will take 
time to locate remains buried in 
Gaza’s ruins.

Palestinian Sanaa Al-Safadi (L) mourns over the body of her son Abdul Rahman, 15, who was killed in overnight Israeli 
strikes, at the Al-Shifa Hospital in Gaza City

Palestinian Mahmud Shakshek (R) is comforted by a relative as he mourns over the bodies of his children, Fadi (R) and 
Sarah, who were killed in overnight Israeli strikes, at the Al-Shifa Hospital in Gaza Cit

Mediator Qatar expects Gaza ceasefire 
to last despite 'violation': PM
New York, United States

Mediator Qatar said yes-
terday it expected a US-

backed ceasefire to hold in Gaza 
despite a "violation" as Israel 
carried out strikes in response 
to Palestinian fire.

"Fortunately I think the 
main parties -- both of them 
-- are acknowledging that the 
ceasefire should hold and they 
should stick to the agreement," 
Qatari Prime Minister Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman 
Al Thani told the Council on 
Foreign Relations on a visit to 

New York.
Taking a cautious tone, Al 

Thani did not accuse Israel 
of violating the ceasefire and 
pointed to the attack on Israeli 
soldiers.

"That's basically a violation 
by the Palestinian party," Al 
Thani said, while noting that 
Hamas has said it was not com-
municating with the group that 
carried out the attack.

"Yesterday 's  event  was 
honestly something that is very 
disappointing and frustrating 
for us to see," Al Thani said.

"We are trying to contain it 

and we mobilized right away 
after this in full coordination 
with the United States. And we 
have seen that the US also is 
committed to the deal, so the 
ceasefire still holds as of now."

Al Thani called the attack 
-- in which a Qatari security 
guard became the first citizen 
of a Gulf Arab monarchy killed 
by an Israeli airstrike -- not only 
"a shock but a game-changer for 
all the region."

"I think that the attack itself 
has shown the US that there are 
all the red lines being crossed in 
the region," he said.

WHO highlights reports of 460-plus 
people killed in Sudan hospital
AFP | Geneva, Switzerland

The World Health Organiza-
tion said yesterday it was 

appalled at reports of more than 
460 patients and their compan-
ions being killed at a hospital in 
the Sudanese city of El-Fasher.

The capture of El-Fasher 
on Sunday after an 18-month 
siege marked by starvation and 
bombardment has solidified 
the Rapid Support Forces’ (RSF) 
control over Darfur, sparking 
fears of ethnically-motivated 
violence reminiscent of the re-
gion’s darkest days.

“WHO is appalled and deep-
ly shocked by reports of the 
tragic killing of more than 460 
patients and companions at 

Saudi Maternity Hospital in 
El-Fasher, Sudan, following 
recent attacks and the abduc-
tion of health workers,” the UN 
health agency’s chief Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus said in 
a statement.

The International Committee 
of the Red Cross said it was 
“deeply alarmed and profound-
ly shocked” by growing reports 
of “horrifying atrocities and 
immense suffering to which 
people from El-Fasher are be-
ing subjected”.

Tedros said that prior to the 
maternity hospital attack, the 
WHO had verified 185 attacks 
on health care in Sudan, with 
1,204 deaths and 416 injuries 
of health workers and patients 

since the conflic began in April 
2023.

Afghan refugees along with their belongings on trucks await deportation to Afghanistan near the Pakistan-Afghanistan 
border in Chaman


