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Istanbul flavours 
meet Bahrain shores

Gulf Air joins Jumeirah Gulf of Bahrain’s cultural table

• Turkish chef Umut 
Karakus leads event

• Gulf Air, Jumeirah 
Gulf of Bahrain 
collaborate on 
celebration

• Culinary bridge 
between Turkey 
and Bahrain

TDT | Manama

A three-night culinary 
showcase at Jumeirah 
Gulf of Bahrain brought 

together the artistry of Turkish 
cuisine and Bahraini hospitali-
ty, marking a collaboration be-
tween Gulf Air and acclaimed 
Turkish chef Umut Karakus.

Held from October 16th to 18th 

at Zahrat Al Fayrouz, the event 
titled ‘A Journey from Istanbul 
to Bahrain’ offered guests a tast-
ing journey inspired by memory, 
heritage, and imagination.

Cultural harmony
Chef Umut, founder of Muut-

to Istanbul, reinterpreted Ana-
tolian classics with Levantine 
and Bahraini influences, each 

dish reflecting his philosophy 
of connection through food. 
“Cooking, for me, is the most 
beautiful form of dialogue,” he 
said. “Through taste, we build 
bridges - between cultures, be-

tween stories, between hearts.”
Set against Arabic-inspired 

interiors and live oud melodies, 
the evenings embodied Jumei-
rah’s spirit of Arabian hospi-
tality.

Distinguished presence
The event was attended by 

Her Excellency Dr. Ayse Hilal 
Sayan Koytak, Ambassador of 
Türkiye to Bahrain, alongside 

ambassadors and diplomats 
from Algeria, Egypt, Oman, Ma-
laysia, Brunei Darussalam, and 
Bangladeshw, as well as United 
Nations Resident Coordinator 
in Bahrain Khaled El Mekwad. 
Prominent business leaders and 
media members were also pres-
ent. Thibault de Vries, General 
Manager of Jumeirah Gulf of 
Bahrain, said the collaboration 
with Gulf Air and Chef Umut 
celebrated not only fine cuisine 
but the spirit of connection that 
defines true hospitality.

The partnership with Gulf 
Air, Bahrain’s national carrier, 
symbolised a union of journeys 
through both air and flavour, 
carrying Bahrain’s spirit of wel-
come beyond its shores.

As the final evening conclud-
ed, ‘A Journey from Istanbul to 
Bahrain’ stood as a tribute to 
shared heritage and the timeless 
dialogue between cultures that 
defines the region’s hospitality.
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Umut Karakus’s restau-
rant Muutto in Istanbul 
is famed for reimagin-
ing Anatolian cuisine 
with modern artistry.
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Alliance milestone
Third joint exercise enhances international security, cooperation and readiness

• Three-day exercise 
ends successfully

TDT | Manama

The Interior Minister, His 
Excellency General Shai-
kh Rashid bin Abdullah 

Al Khalifa, has affirmed that 
the third joint exercise of the 
International Security Alliance 
member states represents a pi-
oneering step in the alliance’s 
journey.

He added that the exercise 
reflects the extent of interna-
tional cooperation in perform-
ing security duties and tackling 
transnational threats.

 “The third joint exercise 
marks a milestone in enhancing 
the alliance’s capabilities and 
demonstrates our commitment 
to confronting organised and 
transnational crime,” H.E. the 
Interior Minister said, high-
lighting the exercise’s strategic 
importance.

Hosted by Bahrain’s Interior 
Ministry, the three-day exercise 
concluded yesterday in the pres-

ence of His Highness UAE Depu-
ty Prime Minister and Minister 
of Interior, Lt-General Sheikh 
Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, along-
side senior officials from the 
Kingdom.

The event brought together 
security agencies, specialised 
tactical and technical teams, 
rapid intervention units, and 
aviation, communications, and 
media representatives from nine 
countries, including Bahrain, 
UAE, Morocco, Senegal, France, 
Spain, Singapore, Italy, and Slo-
vakia.

The exercise featured work-
shops, training sessions, inves-

tigation and intelligence exer-
cises, and joint planning sim-
ulations, as well as command 
and control system training to 
address modern security chal-
lenges.

Coordination and 
professionalism 

H.E. General Shaikh Rashid 
commended the level of coor-
dination and professionalism 
displayed during the exercise, 
saying: “Practical field work is 
one of the best ways to foster 
cohesion and develop joint oper-
ations. The outstanding security 
success achieved in this exercise 

reflects the dedication and high 
efficiency of all participating 
teams.”

He also expressed his grati-
tude for the UAE’s organisational 
and technical support, noting 
its pivotal role in achieving the 
exercise’s objectives.

“The keenness of His High-
ness Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan to follow all stages of 
the exercise underscores the 
significance of this collaborative 
effort and its advanced security 
scenarios,” the Interior Minister 
added.

Highlighting the broader 
impact, H.E. General Shaikh 
Rashid stated, “Unifying inter-
national efforts contributes to 
exceptional security achieve-
ments in combating crime in 
all its forms. This exercise en-
hances our collective capaci-
ty to respond effectively to the 
rapidly evolving challenges in 
the region.”

He thanked the technical, ad-
ministrative, and organisation-
al teams, as well as all partici-
pants for their determination 
and cooperation in turning a 
theoretical plan into a practical, 
real-world operation.

H.E. General Shaikh Rashid bin Abdullah Al Khalifa with distinguished guests at the closing ceremony Participants in the joint exercise showcase skill, coordination, and teamwork

“The third joint exercise marks a milestone 
in enhancing the alliance’s capabilities and 

demonstrates our commitment to confronting 
organised and transnational crime.” 

- H.E. GENERAL SHAIKH RASHID BIN ABDULLAH AL KHALIFA, INTERIOR MINISTER


