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Suleiman the Magnifi-
cent succeeds his father, 
Selim I, as Ottoman Sul-
tan and rules until 1566

Anesthetic ether is used 
for the first time by Amer-

ican dentist Dr. William 
Morton to extract a tooth

Twenty-two Nazi leaders, including Joachim 
von Ribbentrop and Hermann Goering, are 
found guilty of war crimes and sentenced to 
death or prison at the Nuremberg war trials

Ethernet specifications 
are published by Xerox in 

collaboration with Intel and 
Digital Equipment Corporation
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#OperationSindoor 
on the games field.  

Outcome is the same - 
India wins! Congrats to 
our cricketers.

@narendramodi

I addressed the War-
saw Security Forum: 

Ukraine proposes to 
Poland and all partners 
to build a joint, reliable 
shield against Russian 
aerial threats. Ukraine 
can counter all types 
of drones and missiles. 
Together, we will have 
enough weapons and pro-
duction capacity for this.

@ZelenskyyUa

I have just spoken with 
Danish Prime Minis-

ter Mette Frederiksen.                                                            
I expressed France’s full 
solidarity with Denmark 
following repeated in-
trusions by unidentified 
drones affecting opera-
tions at Copenhagen Air-
port.

@EmmanuelMacron

The @UN is more than 
a meeting place.It is 

a moral compass.A force 
for peace.A guardian of 
international law.A cat-
alyst for sustainable de-
velopment.A lifeline for 
people in crisis.A light-
house for human rights.
The UN has never been 
more essential.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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News in brief 
 u Switzerland said Monday 
it would return nearly $29 million to 
Equatorial Guinea after auctioning 
luxury cars seized from the son of 
the African nation’s longtime ruler 
in a court case. The Swiss foreign 
ministry announced the signing of the 
deal that detailed “the return of 22.8 
million Swiss francs” ($28.6 million) 
to Equatorial Guinea in a press release. The 
funds aim to “improve the quality of and 
access to primary healthcare services for 
vulnerable peoples” in four provinces, the 
statement said, adding that there would 
be “a specific governance and monitoring 
system”. The assets were seized in a criminal procedure initiated by the Geneva 
public prosecutor in October 2016 against Equatorial Guinea’s Vice President 
Teodoro Nguema Obiang Mangue, known as Teodorin -- the president’s son. He 
and two others were charged with money laundering and mismanagement of 
public funds. As part of the probe, the Geneva courts seized 25 luxury vehicles 
belonging to the vice president including Ferraris, Lamborghinis, Bentleys, a 

Maserati and a McLaren.

u A 47-year-old Chinese woman on Monday 
told a UK court that she played a leading role in a 
multibillion pound fraudulent Bitcoin scheme. Chinese 
businesswoman Zhimin Qian, alias Yadi Zhang, pleaded 
guilty at London’s Southwark Crown Court following 
what is believed to be the single largest cryptocurrency 

seizure in the world, now worth about £5.5 billion. She admitted acquiring and 
possessing criminal property, namely cryptocurrency. “Between 2014–2017, Zhang 
orchestrated a large-scale fraud in China through defrauding over 128,000 victims 
and went on to store the illegally obtained funds in Bitcoin assets,” London’s 
Met Police said in a statement. “She then fled China using false documents and 
entered the UK, where in September 2018 she attempted to launder the proceeds 
via purchasing property,” it added.

u A North Korean minister said yesterday  
in a rare address to the UN that Pyongyang would 
never surrender its nuclear weapons but left open the 
door to diplomacy. Vice Minister for Foreign Affairs 
Kim Son Gyong made the trip to New York to attend 
the United Nation’s annual high-level week -- a role 
previously performed at a lower level by the country’s 
ambassador. “(The) imposition of ‘Denuclearization’ on 
the DPRK is tantamount to demanding it to surrender 
sovereignty and right to existence and violate the 
Constitution,” said Gyong. “We will never give up 
nuclear which is our state law, national policy and 
sovereign power as well as the right to existence. Under any circumstances, we 
will never walk away from this position.”

Chinese 
woman admits 
huge Bitcoin 
fraud at UK court

N.Korea vows 
at UN never to give 
up nuclear

Switzerland 
returns $29 mn to 
Equatorial Guinea

Despite having natural re-
sources, Madagascar remains 
one of the poorest countries 

in the world and is among 
the most corrupt, ranked 

140 out of 180 countries in 
Transparency International’s 

Corruption Perceptions In-
dex. Nearly 75 percent of the 
population lived below the 

poverty line in 2022, accord-
ing to the World Bank.

KNOW WHAT

Madagascar protests reignite, 
UN says at least 22 dead

Two days of protests last week erupted in clashes with police

• Experienced 
frequent popular 
uprisings since gaining 
independence in 1960

• Some demonstrators 
held signs reading "We 
want to live, not survive"

AFP | Antananarivo, Madagascar

Thousands of demon-
strators poured into the 
streets across Madagas-

car on Monday, as police fired 
tear gas to disperse the latest 
bout of unrest in the poor coun-
try that the UN said had left at 
least 22 people dead in less than 
a week.

Two days of protests last week 
erupted in clashes with police 
as mostly young demonstrators, 
called to action on social me-
dia through a movement called 
"Gen Z", demonstrated against 
persistent water and power cuts 
across the nation.

The Indian Ocean island na-
tion, among the world's poor-
est, has experienced frequent 
popular uprisings since gaining 
independence in 1960, includ-
ing mass protests in 2009 that 
forced former president Marc 
Ravalomanana from power.

UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights Volker Turk con-
demned Madagascar's "violent 
response" to the protests which 
his office said had left more than 

a hundred injured" in the latest 
bout of unrest.

President Andry Rajoelina 
was due to speak around 1700 
GMT, after protests hit several 
cities across Madagascar includ-
ing the capital, where security 
forces dispersed crowds with 
tear gas, AFP journalists saw.

Growing crowds marched 
through the capital Antanana-
rivo, many dressed in black and 
chanting calls for Rajoelina to 
resign.

He first came to power follow-
ing a coup sparked by the 2009 
uprising.

Some demonstrators held 

signs reading "We want to live, 
not survive," a central slogan of 
the movement.

Police detained an opposition 
lawmaker during the march in 
Antananarivo, footage shared on 
social media showed, prompting 
calls from his colleagues for his 
release.

At least one other protester 
was also arrested, prompting the 
UN's Turk to urge the authorities 
to "ensure respect for freedom 
of expression and peaceful as-
sembly".

A statement released by the 
protest movement late Sunday 
called for the government and 

Antananarivo's prefect to resign. 
They have also targeted figures 
close to the president including 
Prime Minister Christian Ntsay 
and businessman Mamy Rava-
tomanga.

The movement has adopted as 
its rallying symbol a pirate flag 
from the Japanese anime series 
"One Piece", a logo also used re-
cently by youth-led, anti-regime 
protests in Indonesia and Nepal.

‘Anonymous individuals’ 
Thursday’s protests in the 

capital were followed by wide-
spread looting throughout the 
night, which encountered no 

police response.
The Gen Z movement said 

in its Sunday statement that 
“groups of anonymous individ-
uals were paid to loot numer-
ous establishments in order to 
tarnish the movement and the 
ongoing struggle”.

The movement was named af-
ter Generation Z, a nickname at-
tributed to people born between 
the late 1990s and early 2010s.

Protests were also widespread 
in Antsiranana at the northern 
tip of Madagascar.

The demonstrations were the 
largest since 2023 when protests 
erupted ahead of the presiden-
tial elections, which were boy-
cotted by opposition parties

A protester throws stones during a demonstration against repeated water and electricity outages in Antananarivo

Trump announces  
Gaza peace plan,  
with Netanyahu backing
Washington | USA

President Donald Trump 
unveiled a wide-ranging 
Gaza peace plan Monday 

and won cautious backing from 
Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu, who warned he 
was still ready to “finish the job” 
against Hamas.

However, Hamas had yet to 
comment and Netanyahu’s warn-
ing reflected the complexities ly-
ing ahead. “If Hamas rejects your 
plan, Mr President, or if they 
supposedly accept it and then 
then basically do everything to 
counter it, then Israel will finish 
the job by itself,” Netanyahu said 
at a joint press conference in the 
White House.

The 20-point plan, which 
Trump has also circulated to 
Arab leaders, calls for a ceasefire, 
release of hostages by Hamas, 
disarmament of Hamas and grad-
ual Israeli withdrawal from Gaza. 
Other key points include deploy-
ment of a “temporary internation-
al stabilization force” and creation 
of a transitional authority headed 
by Trump himself and featuring 
other foreign leaders.

The deal would demand Ha-
mas militants fully disarm and 
be excluded from future roles in 
the government. However, those 
who agreed to “peaceful co-ex-
istence” would be given amnesty. 
Following Israeli withdrawal, the 
borders would be opened to aid 
and investment.

In a crucial change from 
Trump’s earlier apparent goals, 
Palestinians will not be forced to 
leave Gaza and instead, the doc-
ument said, “we will encourage 
people to stay and offer them 
the opportunity to build a better 

Gaza.” Netanyahu made clear he 
was in favor, saying it “achieves 
our war aims,” while Trump 
said he was hopeful that Hamas 
would also give its backing. Ap-
proval from all sides was “beyond 
very close,” Trump said.

However, many important de-
tails remained to be clarified. 
Netanyahu stressed to reporters 
that Israeli forces would retain 
responsibility for Gaza securi-
ty “for the foreseeable future.” 
He also cast doubt on whether 
the Palestinian Authority, which 
runs the West Bank territory, 
would be allowed a role in Gaza’s 
governance.

“Gaza will have a peaceful, 

civilian administration that is 
run neither by Hamas nor by the 
Palestinian Authority,” said Ne-
tanyahu.

- Trump frustration with 
Netanyahu

The US president had met key 
Arab leaders at the United Na-
tions last week and said Sunday 
on social media that “ALL ARE ON 
BOARD FOR SOMETHING SPECIAL, 
FIRST TIME EVER.” Netanyahu 
had recently given little reason 
for optimism, vowing in a de-
fiant UN speech Friday to “fin-
ish the job” against Hamas and 
rejecting Palestinian statehood 
-- recently recognized by several 

Western nations. But normally a 
staunch ally of Netanyahu, the US 
president has shown increasing 
signs of frustration ahead of the 
Israeli premier’s fourth White 
House visit since Trump’s return 
to power.

Trump was infuriated by Is-
rael’s recent strike on Hamas 
members in key US ally Qatar. 
And he warned Netanyahu last 
week against annexing the Israe-
li-occupied West Bank, as some 
of Netanyahu’s cabinet members 
have urged, a move that would 
seriously complicate the route 
to Palestinian statehood. Netan-
yahu’s coalition government is 
propped up by the far-right min-
isters who oppose a peace deal.

Voices from Gaza
Meanwhile, Israeli strikes 

continued across the Gaza Strip, 
killing at least four people in 
Khan Yunis, according to the Ha-
mas-run territory’s civil defense 
agency. Families of Israeli hos-
tages held in Gaza urged Trump 
to uphold his Gaza proposal.

And in Gaza, people expressed 
a mix of hope, exhaustion and 
distrust ahead of the White 
House meeting. “I don’t expect 
anything from Trump, because 
Trump supports Netanyahu in 
destroying the Gaza Strip,” said 
Mohammed Abu Rabee, 34.

The Gaza war was triggered by 
Hamas’s October 7, 2023 attack 
that killed 1,219 people, mostly 
civilians, according to an AFP tal-
ly from Israeli official figures. Is-
rael’s offensive has killed 66,055 
Palestinians, also mostly civil-
ians, according to health min-
istry figures in the Hamas-run 
territory that the United Nations 
considers reliable.

Netanyahu 
apologizes to 
Qatar PM for 
strike in Trump-
led call
Washington, United States

Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu yesterday 

apologized to Qatar’s prime 
minister for strikes against 
Hamas in the Gulf country in 
a telephone call placed from 
the White House, a diplomat  

said.
The diplomat, speaking to 

AFP on condition of anonym-
ity, said Netanyahu voiced re-
gret for the violation of Qatari 
sovereignty and the death of 
a Qatari security guard in the 
September strikes.

Taliban shut down communications 
across Afghanistan
AFP | Kabul, Afghanistan

Taliban authorities yester-
day imposed a nationwide 

shutdown of communications, 
weeks after they began sever-
ing fibre optic connections to 
prevent "vice".

Connectivity was operating 
at less than one percent of its 
normal levels, according to in-
ternet watchdog Netblocks, 
who called it a "comprehen-
sive, or total blackout".

In the minutes before it hap-
pened, a government official 
told AFP the shutdown would 
last "until further notice".

"It is going to be cut, it will 
happen gradually tonight, 
there are eight to nine thou-
sand telecommunications pil-
lars it will shut down," he told 
AFP on condition of anonymity.

"There isn't any other way 
or system to communicate... 
the banking sector, customs, 
everything across the country 
will be affected."

AFP lost all contact with its 
bureau in the capital Kabul at 
around 5:45 pm (1315 GMT).

Afghanistan's Taliban au-
thorities began the crackdown 
on access earlier this month, 
effectively shutting down 
high-speed internet in several 
regions.

Telephone services are often 
routed over the internet, shar-
ing the same fibre lines, espe-
cially in countries with limited 
telecoms infrastructure.

"A nation-wide telecoms 

blackout is now in effect," 
said Netblocks, a watchdog 
organisation that monitors cy-
bersecurity and internet gov-
ernance, adding it "appears 
consistent with the intentional 
disconnection of service".

"It may turn out that discon-
necting internet access while 
keeping phone service avail-
able will take some trial and 
error."

Over the past weeks, inter-
net connections have been ex-
tremely slow or intermittent.

On September 16, Balkh pro-
vincial spokesman Attaullah 
Zaid said fibre optic internet 
was completely banned in 
northern province on the Tal-
iban leader's orders.

"This measure was taken to 
prevent vice, and alternative 
options will be put in place 
across the country to meet 
connectivity needs," he wrote 
on social media.

In 2024, Kabul had touted 
the 9,350-kilometre fibre optic 
network -- largely built by for-
mer US-backed governments 
-- as a "priority" to bring the 
country closer to the rest of the 
world and lift it out of poverty.

Since regaining power, the 
Taliban have instituted numer-
ous restrictions in accordance 
with their interpretation of 
Islamic law.

It is the first time since the 
Taliban government won their 
insurgency in 2021 that com-
munications have been shut-
down in the country.

J.K. Rowling attacks ‘ignorant’ Harry Potter star Emma Watson
AFP | London, United Kingdom

Harry Potter author J.K. 
Rowling on Monday con-

demned Emma Watson as “ig-
norant” over her transgender 
rights views, in a stinging ri-
poste to the former child star.

In a long post on X, the writ-
er expressed her irritation that 
Watson, 35, and Daniel Rad-
cliffe, 36 -- who starred in the 
film adaptations of Rowling’s 
best-selling books -- “continue 
to assume the role of de facto 
spokespeople for the world I 
created”.

Radcliffe, who played boy 
wizard Potter, and Watson, 
who played his friend Hermi-
one Granger, have both taken 
issue with Rowling’s stance on 
gender issues.

But Rowling, who has not pre-
viously been so outspoken about 
Watson, suggested that the star’s 
privilege meant she was unable 
to properly grasp the issues at 
stake.

“I wasn’t a multimillionaire 
at fourteen. I lived in pover-
ty while writing the book that 
made Emma famous,” she said.

“I therefore understand from 
my own life experience what 

the trashing of women’s rights 
in which Emma has so enthu-
siastically participated means 
to women and girls without her 
privileges.”

Rowling has long been at the 
forefront of the debate about 
gender identity and has previ-
ously denounced trans activism, 
leading to accusations of trans-
phobia.

She has defended herself say-
ing her concern was the impact 
it has on women’s rights and 
single-sex spaces for women.

‘Pour petrol on flames’
Rowling, 60, also revealed her 

annoyance at receiving a one-
line note from Watson in 2022.

Following an awards cere-
mony at which Watson public-
ly made a dig at Rowling she 
sent her a message saying “I’m 
so sorry for what you’re going 
through”.

“This was back when the 
death, rape and torture threats 
against me were at their peak, 
at a time when my personal 
security measures had to be 
tightened considerably and I 

was constantly worried for my 
family’s safety,” the author said.

“Emma had just public-
ly poured more petrol on the 
flames, yet thought a one line 
expression of concern from her 
would reassure me of her funda-
mental sympathy and kindness,” 
she said.

Rowling also hinted she had 
only decided to be “this hon-
est” about the “Beauty and the 
Beast” and “Little Women” ac-
tress now because of comments 
last week in which Watson an-
nounced that she still loved and 
treasured the author.

This was “a change of tack I 
suspect she’s adopted because 
she’s noticed full-throated con-
demnation of me is no longer 
quite as fashionable as it was,” 
Rowling said.

“Adults can’t expect to cosy 
up to an activist movement that 
regularly calls for a friend’s as-
sassination, then assert their 
right to the former friend’s 
 love.

“Emma is rightly free to dis-
agree with me and indeed to 
discuss her feelings about me 
in public -- but I have the same 
right, and I’ve finally decided to 
exercise it,” she said.

British author JK Rowling (R) poses 
for photographers with British 
actress Emma Watson

Donald Trump Meets Israeli Pm Benjamin Netanyahu


