
French hopes rise 
despite Tour wait

Emerging talent offers hope as France marks four decades 
without a Tour winner

• No French winner 
since Hinault (1985)

• Paret-Peintre won 
Mont Ventoux stage

• Vauquelin and 
Martinez wore 
special jerseys

• Thevenet tips 
Seixas as future star

AFP | Paris

After a superb Tour de 
France raced entirely 
on French soil, there is 

plenty for the host nation to 
cheer about but the absence 
of a French winner remains a 
national sore point.

It is 40 years since Bernard 
Hinault won the last of his five 
Tours de France. Since then the 
host nation has waited -- not 
always patiently -- for a suc-
cessor.

But this year has produced 
some cheer for the home fans 
as they look ahead.

It’s true that none 
of the five French 
t e a m s  o n  t h e 
roster landed 
either a stage 
win or a place 
on the final po-
dium but Valentin 
Pa r e t - Pe i n t r e 
produced some 
heroics to grab 
a  memorable 
stage win on 
M o n t  Ve n -
toux.

On top of 
that, Kevin 
Va u q u e l i n 
and Jordan 
Jegat both 
f i n i s h e d 
in the top 
10, while 
Vauquelin 
and 

Lenny Martinez, just 22, wore 
the white and polka dot jerseys 
-- for best under-26 rider and 
best climber respectively -- for 
spells.

It doesn’t hide the lack of a 
winner but it was enough to 
make former French champion 
Bernard Thevenet guarded-
ly positive about future home 
ambitions.

Thevenet, who won the 
world’s greatest bike race in 
1975 and 1977, told AFP during 
this year’s contest -- won su-
perbly by the Slovenian Tadej 
Pogacar for the fourth time -- 

that the emerging riders were 
about to join the top table.

“We have good riders in 
France, obviously not as 
superb as Tadej Pogacar 

but this happens,” 
Thevenet 

said.

“We really thought Lenny 
Martinez might get the king of 
the mountains jersey, he gave 
us a bit of hope. But he couldn’t 
take it all the way,” the 77-year-
old said, a day after Pogacar 
took it off the French youngster.

He also spoke of his joy at 
Paret-Peintre winning on Mont 
Ventoux.

“It was great to see him 
emerge like that, how he pulled 
that win off. He did well,” said 
Thevenet.

Paret-Peintre himself said he 
had learned a winning mental-
ity by joining a Belgian team.

“Belgium is more about clas-
sics than Grand Tours, so I 
learned this do-or-die attitude 
and it made the difference,” he 
said.

 Young hope 
Thevenet cautioned however 

that the young French riders on 
the Tour this year will not be 
the ones who deliver France 
from its 40-year wait for a win-
ner.

“The new generation are not 
on the same level as Romain 
Bardet or Thibaut Pinot,” he 
said of two recently retired 
climbers who had the misfor-
tune to be riding at the same 
time as four-time winner Chris 
Froome.

“And It will be a while before 
we get a win or someone on the 
podium,” he said.

Thevenet, however, has seen 
two riders who he believes may 
be the ones to end the French 
famine.

“Paul Seixas is 18, he isn’t 
here on the Tour but he will 
be. And within five years he’ll 
be on the podium,” he said.

“There’s also a great up-and-
coming sprinter, Paul Magnier, 
and you can see him winning 
stages when he rides the Tour.”

While Hinault’s victory in 
1985 was the last time France 
had a Tour winner, La Vie 
Claire were the last French 
team to win when American 
rider Greg LeMond secured 
his first title in 1986 -- with 
his teammate Hinault in sec-
ond.

After 112 editions of the 
world’s greatest bike race, 
France has garnered 36 
overall wins from 21 cy-
clists, and remain top of the 

heap in that respect.

Arkea-B&B Hotels team’s French rider Kevin Vauquelin (C) wearing the best young rider’s white jersey looks on ad 
Soudal Quick-Step team’s Belgian rider Tim Merlier (L) shakes hands with Alpecin - Deceuninck team’s Dutch rider 
Mathieu van der Poel wearing the overall leader’s yellow jersey (R) at the start of the 4th stage (file photo)

France still leads all 
nations with 36 Tour 

wins - but hasn’t 
topped the podium 

since Hinault, while 14 
other countries have 

won since

KNOW WHAT
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Valentin Paret-
Peintre cycles 
to the finish line 
to win the 16th 
stage

MALACCA BAKER has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BAKER(GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36499041 
or MOHD.A25I@CLOID.COM
A - KARIM ALJAHROMI CONTRACTING 
COMPANY WLL has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION).
GENERAL, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17831000 or akjcont@gmail.com
PKJ PRIME CAR SERVICE W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39063176 or PRIMEAUTO.BH@
GMAIL.COM
Ramada Hotel and Suites Amwaj W. L. L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of MASSEUR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
13600111 or mannai.hr@mannaitrading.
com
ALDAAYSI DISTRIBUTION CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER/
PACKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17783399 or hr@aldaaysiholding.
com
EAST FANTANA  FABRICATION W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33104078 or EASTFANTANA@GMAIL.COM
PLAZA GATE COLD STORE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(SALES), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36990032 or PLAZAA.AUTO@GMAIL.COM
AATMA FOR VEHICLES REPAIR COMPANY 
- BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP OWNED B has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MECHANIC, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33417076 or RAJEEVREGHU1984@GMAIL.
COM
NEDHAM ALDEEN CAFTERIA has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WAITER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39680137 
or EBRAHIMR1958@GMAIL.COM
TRAB UL ARAB TRADING CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
SALES), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33267996 or AHH.INTERNATION-
AL.GROUP@GMAIL.COM
ALSARYANI RESTAURANT has a vacancy 
for the occupation of COOK(ASSISTANT), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17211001 or MODAWIB@HOTMAIL.COM
ABUL KASHEB DECOR W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of DECORATOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 66945336 
or KASHEM432@GMAIL.COM
JILA FACILITIES CO W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of OFFICE WORKER HELP-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 35469813 or IJAZAWAN9596@GMAIL.
COM
KAMALI TRADING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33358903 
or HASANKMALI11@GMAIL.COM
ELAIGNAR PATHAI CONSTRUCTION W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CON-
STRUCTION WORKER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33656333 or devant-
kp@gmail.com
MEHAFIL CAFETERIA W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of FOOD SERVICE 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 35108786 or MRVILLIYAPPALLY@
GMAIL.COM
MEWATI SERVICES CO W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of OFFICE HELPER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38461827 or SUFYAN3329BH@GMAIL.COM
EPAS COMBINED FACILITIES CO W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
HELPER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 38823565 or KHANSTARTUP.BH@
GMAIL.COM
S JOLLY PASTRY AND SWEET has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of KITCHEN WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33303377 or SJOLLY.HR@GMAIL.COM
AHMED MANSOOR ALAALI has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CARPENTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17265555 
or adeel.hameed@al-aali.com
AHMED MANSOOR ALAALI has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WELDER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17265555 
or adeel.hameed@al-aali.com
AHMED MANSOOR ALAALI has a vacancy 
for the occupation of STEEL FABRICATOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17265555 or adeel.hameed@al-aali.com
Texas Chicken has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of FOOD SERVICE WORKER, suitably 

qualified applicants can contact 33629071 
or human.resources@binrajab.co
AHMED MANSOOR ALAALI has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17265555 or adeel.hameed@al-aa-
li.com
MOTOMANIA BAHRAIN SERVICES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of MAIN-
TENANCE CLERK, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 38810733 or MOTOMA-
NIABAHRAIN8@GMAIL.COM
Healthy Calories Restaurant has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CASHIER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33358885 
or info@harvard.com.bh
AHMED MANSOOR ALAALI has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17265555 or adeel.hameed@al-aa-
li.com
ZAKA CARGO SERVICES W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33199503 or ZAKA_AA523@GMAIL.COM
AHMED MANSOOR ALAALI has a vacancy 
for the occupation of FOREMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17265555 
or adeel.hameed@al-aali.com
ACC HORIZONTAL DIRECTIONAL DRILLING 
CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of OPERATOR(EXCAVATION MACHINE), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17735052 or ACCHDD@ALAHLIA.BH
SADIQ NOOR SERVICES CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 35137132 or 
SADAMKHANBH@GMAIL.COM
South Riffa For Blacksmith Work Shop has 
a vacancy for the occupation of STEEL FAB-
RICATOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36604949 or SOUTHRIFFACLEAN-
ING@GMAIL.COM
TARTEEB SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of OFFICE BOY / FARRASH, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33667324 or INFO28TRAVEL@GMAIL.COM
BARAAN SERVICES has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER (GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36893541 or baraanservices@gmail.com
KARA MURSEL WELDING . SMIT HERY has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WELDER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36666695 or ILKNUR1968@HOTMAIL.COM
RAYHANA 88 COFFEE SHOP has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WAITER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 34465069 or 
SAEEDYAQOOB86@GMAIL.COM
SAUDI GEOPHYSICAL CONSULTING OFFICE 
COMPANY BRANCH OF A FOREIGN COM-
PANY has a vacancy for the occupation of 
TRADE / VOCATIONAL, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33326575 or PUB-
LICRELATION@SAUDIGEOPHYSICAL.COM
ABU YOUNIS CARPENTARY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CARPENTER (GENER-
AL), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 36899846 or NAsSER321991@GMAIL.
COM
FEDORA CONTRACTING CO WLL has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33871955 or info@farsanabah-
rain.com
GULF ALUMINIUM KITCHEN UTENSILS IN-
DUSTRY has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER(METAL CLEANING), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17830173 
or mfiakram@gmail.com
SYED JUNAID ALAM W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALES MANAGER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17737007 or emp@junaidperfumes.com
ASTRON CERTIFICATION BAHRAIN W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of TECH-
NICIAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 38068886 or aljassim@as-
trongroup.com
Al Rayah For Safety Items WLL has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17822228 or RASHEED@SECURICORE.BH
ABDULLA ALI AHMED MOHAMMED has 
a vacancy for the occupation of GROOM, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17772520 or ABDULLAKWI22@GMAIL.COM
THAMSEENA RESTURANT has a vacancy 
for the occupation of COOK(GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36391819 or IJAZUK28@GMAIL.COM
PRO  KLEEN  SERVICES W.L.L has a vacan-

cy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36845820 
or PADAM1739@GMAIL.COM
ANAS CARGO SERVICES  W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 32129179 
or JADOUNKLRNIS@GMAIL.COM
MADRAS CAFE W.L.L. has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 36529295 or 
KGROUPBAHRAIN007@GMAIL.COM
DR. BASHAR SPECIALIST ORTHOPEDIC 
CENTER has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SECRETARY, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17828225 or MAHMOOD@IB-
NALNAFEES.COM
MFZ HEADOFFICE MANAGEMENT CO W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
BOY / FARRASH, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 38011687 or TABASSUM-
FAROQ61@GMAIL.COM
SAUDI GEOPHYSICAL CONSULTING OFFICE 
COMPANY BRANCH OF A FOREIGN COM-
PANY has a vacancy for the occupation of 
TRADE / VOCATIONAL, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33326575 or PUB-
LICRELATION@SAUDIGEOPHYSICAL.COM
MASSO RESTAURANT W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of RESTAURANT MAN-
AGER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36552208 or mbusandal@thepal-
ace.com.bh
SAUDI GEOPHYSICAL CONSULTING OFFICE 
COMPANY BRANCH OF A FOREIGN COM-
PANY has a vacancy for the occupation of 
TRADE / VOCATIONAL, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33326575 or PUB-
LICRELATION@SAUDIGEOPHYSICAL.COM
ALHAJI CARPENTRY WORKSHOP has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CARPENTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17676811 or AL3RADI61@GMAIL.COM
BALJIT EXPRESS CARGO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37559852 or NAVDEEPSINGHBABA0000@
GMAIL.COM
ALKOMED ENGINEERING SERVICES CO. 
has a vacancy for the occupation of ELEC-
TRICIAN(MAINTENANCE), suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17698500 or 
ALKOMED@BATELCO.COM.BH
ARMAN HOTEL has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of WAITER/BARTENDER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39655474 
or NAMALCO@BATELCO.COM.BH
ABDULAZIZ ALSAYED TRADING & CON-
TRACTING W.L.L. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SERVICEMAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33747598 or 
AHMEDALSAYED88@HOTMAIL.COM
Jannaty Bahrain Food Industries Co. W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CLEAN-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 66716677 or jamil.h@jannaty.co
FINWORLD. W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of ACCOUNTANTS, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 34221854 or 
KAVUMTHALAKKAL@GMAIL.COM
MEEZAN RESTAURANT has a vacancy 
for the occupation of COOK(GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35546274 or AISPACEBH@GMAIL.COM
SQUARE GARAGE W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER (CAR ELEC-
TRICAL WORKSHOP), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35024204 or FIROZ-
VEKE@GMAIL.COM
RALY GARAGE has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of MECHANIC, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 36993774 or 
SHAIKHA-ALFARDAN@HOTMAIL.COM
STARDOTS CONSULTANCY W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of OFFICE BOY / 
FARRASH, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 66602131 or FKHANKHAN314@
GMAIL.COM
NEW FONT PUBLICITY & ADVERTISING 
BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has 
a vacancy for the occupation of PRINTING 
COMPOSER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 13115781 or SAQIBUAEATT.
NET@GMAIL.COM
HABARANA MARKETING AND PROMOTION 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
OFFICE WORKER HELPER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33286823 or 
AKRAAMM311@GMAIL.COM
Berlitz training center w.l.l has a vacancy for 
the occupation of INSTRUCTOR / COACH, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17620092 or accounts1@alhekma.com
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