
ALL THAT GLITTERS IS NOT GOLD.
WILLIAM SHAKESPEAREQUOTE 

OF THE 
DAY

WEDNESDAY, JULY 30, 2025

30 BC 1178 1619 1869 TODAY 
IN 

HISTORY
Battle of Alexandria: Mark Antony 
achieves a minor victory over Octavian, 
but most of his army subsequently deserts, 
leading to Octavian’s invasion of Egypt

Holy Roman Emperor 
Frederick I Barbarossa is 

crowned King of Burgundy

House of Burgesses in 
Virginia forms, first elected 
American governing body

World’s first oil tanker, 
“The Charles,” departs 

the United States for 
Europe carrying 7,000 

barrels of oil
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Anguished by the 
passing away of Shri 

Meghnad Desai Ji, a dis-
tinguished thinker, writ-
er and economist. He al-
ways remained connect-
ed to India and Indian 
culture. He also played 
a role in deepening In-
dia-UK ties. Will fondly 
recall our discussions, 
where he shared his val-
uable insights. Condo-
lences to his family and 
friends. Om Shanti.

@narendramodi

This false nomencla-
ture of “researcher” 

and “engineer”, which is 
a thinly-masked way of 
describing a two-tier en-
gineering system, is being 
deleted from @xAI today.
There are only engineers.
Researcher is a relic term 
from academia.

@elonmusk

Unhealthy diets are 
among the world’s 

leading killers – leading 
to an estimated 8 million 
deaths a year. Much of 
this is driven by aggres-
sive marketing of prod-
ucts that harm health.

@DrTedros

The latest @theIP-
Cinfo alert confirms 

what we have feared: 
Gaza is on the brink of 
famine. The facts are in 
— and they are undenia-
ble. Palestinians in Gaza 
are enduring a human-
itarian catastrophe of 
epic proportions.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)

02

News in brief 
 u A magnitude 6.5 
earthquake rocked India’s Nicobar 
Islands region early yesterday but did 
not trigger a tsunami alert, the United 
States Geological Survey and Tsunami 
Warning System said. The quake struck 
at a depth of 10 kilometres (six miles) 
at 12 minutes past midnight local time 
(18:42 GMT Monday), 259 kilometers 
west-northwest of Sabang, in western 
Indonesia’s Aceh province, the USGS said. 
Aceh was the area most devastated by the 
magnitude-9.1 earthquake and tsunami that 
killed more than 220,000 people in 15 countries in 2004.

u Iran’s foreign minister 
warned on Monday that it would 
respond to the United States 
and Israel in a “more decisive 

manner” should they attack Iran again. The comments appeared to be in response 
to remarks by US President Donald Trump, who had threatened earlier in the 
day to “wipe out” the Islamic republic’s nuclear programme if it resumed atomic 
activities following a round of US strikes last month. “If aggression is repeated, 
we will not hesitate to react in a more decisive manner and in a way that will 
be IMPOSSIBLE to cover up,” Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi said in 
a post on X. “If there are concerns about the possible diversion of our nuclear 
program into non-peaceful purposes, the ‘military option’ proved incapable -- but 
a negotiated solution may work,” he added.

u A passenger plane from Pyongyang landed at Moscow’s Sheremetyevo 
Airport Tuesday, the first direct flight from the North Korean capital to Moscow 
in decades as the two countries deepened ties. The Boeing 777 aircraft, operated 
by Russia’s Nordwind Airlines, had already flown from Moscow to Pyongyang 
on Sunday. It landed back in the Russian capital at 0750 GMT on Tuesday, 
completing its first round trip on the route, according to the website of Moscow’s 
Sheremetyevo airport. The 440-seater plane was 
“completely full”, with most of the passengers 
being North Korean, Russia’s state RIA news agency 
reported. Russian diplomat Matvei Krivosheyev, who 
was also on board, was quoted as saying it was the 
first such flight in almost three decades. “We are 
confident that this flight will be in demand both by 
Russian tourists and by Korean comrades,” he told the 
RIA news agency. Russia and North Korea have forged 
closer ties in recent years, with Pyongyang supplying 
troops and weapons for Russia’s military operations 
in Ukraine.

Iran vows stronger response 
if attacked again by US, Israel

First direct 
flight from 
Pyongyang lands in 

Moscow

Magnitude 6.5 
quake hits India’s 

Nicobar Islands

Hamas is a Palestinian 
Islamist political and mili-
tary organisation that was 
founded in 1987 during the 
First Intifada. It has both a 

political wing and a military 
wing, and it has governed the 

Gaza Strip since 2007 after 
winning the 2006 Palestini-
an legislative elections.

KNOW WHAT

Liver cancer to double worldwide, 
most of it preventable: study

AFP | Paris, France

The number of people with 
liver cancer will nearly 

double worldwide by 2050 
unless more is done to address 
preventable causes such as 
obesity, alcohol consumption 
and hepatitis, a study warned 
Tuesday.

New cases of liver cancer -- 
the sixth most common form 
of the disease -- will rise to 1.52 
million a year from 870,000 if 
current trends continue, ac-
cording to data from the Global 
Cancer Observatory published 
in the Lancet medical journal.

It is also the third deadliest 
of all cancers, with the study 
predicting it would take 1.37 
million lives by the middle of 
the century.

However three out of five 
cases of liver cancer could be 
prevented, the international 
team of experts said.

The risk factors are drink-

ing alcohol, viral hepatitis and 
a build-up of fat in the liver 
linked to obesity called MASLD, 
which was previously known 
as non-alcoholic fatty liver 
disease.

The viruses that cause hep-
atitis B and C are expected to 
remain the leading causes of 
liver cancer in 2050, accord-
ing to the study, published on 
World Hepatitis Day.

Vaccination at birth is the 
best way to prevent hepatitis B, 
but vaccine coverage remains 
low in poorer countries includ-
ing in sub-Saharan Africa, the 
study said.

Unless vaccination rates are 
increased, hepatitis B is ex-
pected to kill 17 million peo-
ple between 2015 and 2030, 
it added.

Alcohol consumption is es-
timated to cause more than 21 
percent of all cases of liver can-
cer by 2050, up more than two 
percentage points from 2022.

UK aid has been air-dropped into Gaza
London, United Kingdom

The UK carried out its first 
air drop of aid into Gaza on 

Tuesday, the government said, 
as UN agencies warned the Pal-
estinian territory was slipping 
into famine.

Prime Minister Keir Starmer’s 
office said “the first air drops of 
British aid” were landing Tues-

day “containing around half a 
million pounds worth of lifesav-
ing supplies”.

“The Palestinian people have 
endured terrible suffering now 
in Gaza because of a catastroph-
ic failure of aid, we see starv-
ing babies, children too weak 
to stand,” Starmer said in a tel-
evised address, adding “the suf-
fering must end”.

Modi denies third party 
brokered peace with Pakistan

AFP | New Delhi, India

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi yesterday denied 
that any world leader 

pushed India to stop fighting 
Pakistan during their recent 
conflict, after repeated claims 
by US President Donald Trump 
that he had brokered peace.

The South Asian rivals fought 
an intense four-day conflict 
in May that left more than 
70 people dead on both sides 
before Trump announced a 
ceasefire between the nucle-
ar-armed neighbours.

"No world leader asked 
us to stop the opera-
tion," Modi told parlia-
ment during a debate 
on "Operation Sindoor", 
the military campaign 
launched against Pa-
kistan in May.

Mo d i  d i d  n o t 
name Trump in his 
speech.

T h e  I n d i a n 

prime minister 
also claimed 
t h a t  i t 
was Paki-
stan that 
p l e a d e d 
with In-
d i a  t o 
stop fight-
ing after 
feeling the 
"heat of our 
attacks".

The con-
f l i c t  w a s 

sparked by an April attack 
on tourists by gunmen in 

Indian-administered 
Kashmir that left 26 men 

dead, mostly Hindus.
India accused Pa-

kistan of backing the 
attackers, a charge 
Islamabad denied.
Trump has claimed 
numerous times that 

he brokered peace 
b e t w e e n  t h e 

rivals, in-

cluding most recently on Mon-
day.

"If I weren't around, you'd 
have, right now, six major wars 
going on. India would be fight-
ing with Pakistan," Trump said 
during his visit to Scotland.

Modi's assertion came after 
Rahul Gandhi from the opposi-
tion Congress party challenged 
the premier to say "inside the 
parliament that Donald Trump 
is lying".

Earlier Tuesday, home min-
ister Amit Shah told lawmakers 
that three Pakistani gunmen 

involved in the attack in In-
dian-administered Kashmir 
were killed during a mili-
tary operation on Monday.

Shah told parliament 
that all three were Paki-
stani nationals and identi-
fied two of them as mem-
bers of Lashkar-e-Taiba, 
a UN-designated terror-
ist group based in Pa-
kistan.

Ukraine to let 
over 60s into 
armed forces amid 
shortages
AFP | Kyiv, Ukraine

President Volodymyr 
Zelensky yesterday 

signed a law allowing 
Ukrainian people over 60 
to join the armed forces, 
which are struggling to 
find recruits as the Russian 
invasion drags through a 
fourth year.

The law will allow them 
to sign a one-year contract 
for non-combat roles if they 
pass medical tests, accord-
ing to an explanatory note 
on the parliament’s web-
site. “A significant number 
of citizens aged 60 and over 
have expressed a strong de-
sire to voluntarily join the 
defence of the state,” the 
note said.

“It is necessary to involve 
a larger number of people 
who wish to defend the sov-
ereignty and territorial in-
tegrity of Ukraine,” it said.

Ukraine has launched 
several initiatives to at-
tract more people into the 
armed forces -- including 
with a one-year contract 
and financial incentives for 
people aged 18 to 24.

It also lowered the mobi-
lisation age from 27 to 25 in 
April 2024 -- resisting calls 
from the US administration 
to lower it to 18.

Destroyed buildings are pictured in the Gaza Strip as seen from a position along the border in southern Israel

A  Israeli army infantry fighting 
vehicle (IFV) leaves a cloud of dust 
as it moves at a position along the 
border with the Gaza Strip and 
southern Israel 

UK to recognise Palestine in 
September unless Israel acts

Macron said last week France would formally recognise a Palestinian state

• The two countries 
would be the first G7 
nations to do so

• Starmer has 
been under growing 
domestic and 
international pressure 

• Macron publicly 
pressed for joint 
recognition of Palestine 
during his UK state visit

AFP | London, United Kingdom

Prime Minister Keir Starmer 
announced yesterday the 
UK will formally recognise 

the State of Palestine in Septem-
ber unless Israel takes various 
“substantive steps” in Gaza, in-
cluding agreeing to a ceasefire.

The potentially landmark move, 
part of a plan for “lasting peace” 
that Starmer is putting forward, 
came after the UK leader recalled 
his cabinet from recess for urgent 
talks on the worsening situation 
in the besieged territory.

Starmer told his ministers Lon-
d o n w i l l 

formally recognise a Palestinian 
state in September if the Israeli 
government has not taken the 
steps demanded, his office said.

They include ending “the ap-
palling situation in Gaza”, reach-
ing a ceasefire, making “clear 
there will be no annexation in 
the West Bank”, and committing 
“to a long-term peace process that 
delivers a two-state solution,” it 
added.

“I have always said that we will 
recognise a Palestinian state as a 
contribution to a proper peace 
process at the moment of max-
imum impact for the two-state 
solution,” Starmer later said in a 
Downing Street address.

“With that 

solution now under threat, this is 
the moment to act.”

Hamas demands
French President Emmanuel 

Macron said last week that his 
country would formally recog-
nise a Palestinian state during the 
UN General Assembly meeting in 
September.

Starmer said “the UK will recog-
nise the state of Palestine by the 
United Nations General Assembly 
in September unless  the Israe-
li government takes substantive 
steps to end the appalling situa-
tion in Gaza”.

The two countries would be the 
first G7 nations to do so, with Ma-

cron’s announcement last week 
drawing a strong rebuke from 
both Israel and the United States.

However, Starmer is believed 
to have presented his plan for 
the long-running conflict in the 
Middle East to US President Don-
ald Trump when the pair met in 
Scotland on Monday.

Trump appeared to give his 
blessing for the recognition move, 
saying during a wide-ranging 
press conference lasting more 
than an hour that “I don’t mind 
him (Starmer) taking a position.”

Speaking Tuesday, Starmer also 
detailed several demands for the 
Palestinian militant group Hamas, 
which is holding Israeli hostages 
seized in its attacks on October 
7, 2023.

“They must immediately re-
lease all of the hostages, sign up 
to a ceasefire, disarm and accept 
that they will play no part in the 
government of Gaza,” he said.

The UK leader added that Lon-
don “will make an assessment in 
September on how far the parties 
have met these steps”, adding: 
“No one should have a veto over 
our decision.”

Qatar, Saudi, Egypt join call for 
Hamas to disarm, give up Gaza rule

AFP | United Nations, United 
States

Arab countries includ-
ing Qatar, Saudi Ara-
bia and Egypt joined 

calls yesterday for Hamas 
to disarm and end its rule of 
Gaza, in a bid to end the dev-
astating war in the Palestinian  
territory.

Seventeen countries plus 
the European Union and Arab 
League threw their weight be-
hind a seven-page text agreed at 
a United Nations conference on 
reviving the two-state solution 
for Israel and the Palestinians.

“In the context of ending the 
war in Gaza, Hamas must end 
its rule in Gaza and hand over 
its weapons to the Palestinian 
Authority, with international 
engagement and support, in line 
with the objective of a sovereign 
and independent Palestinian 
State,” said the declaration.

It followed a call Monday by 
the Palestinian delegation at the 
United Nations for both Israel 
and Hamas to leave Gaza, allow-
ing the Palestinian Authority to 
administer the coastal territory.

The text also condemned the 
deadly Hamas attacks against 
Israel of October 7, 2023, which 
launched the war.

France, which co-chaired the 
conference with Saudi Arabia, 
called the declaration “both his-
toric and unprecedented.”

“For the first time, Arab coun-
tries and those in the Middle 
East condemn Hamas, condemn 
October 7, call for the disarma-
ment of Hamas, call for its ex-
clusion from Palestinian gov-
ernance, and clearly express 
their intention to normalize re-

lations with Israel in the future,” 
said French Foreign Minister 

Jean-Noel Barrot.
The text, co-signed by France, 

Britain and Canada among oth-
er western nations, also called 
for the possible deployment of 
foreign forces to stabilize Gaza 
after the end of hostilities.

Israel and its ally the United 
States did not take part in the 
meeting.

21 months of war
“We supported the deploy-

ment of a temporary interna-
tional stabilization mission 
upon invitation by the Pales-
tinian Authority and under the 
aegis of the United Nations and 
in line with UN principles, build-
ing on existing UN capacities, to 
be mandated by the UN Security 
Council, with appropriate re-
gional and international sup-
port,” said the declaration.

The document was issued at 
the second day of the confer-
ence in New York at which Brit-
ain announced it may recognize 
a Palestinian state in September.

Palestinian Ambassador to the United Nations Riyad Mansour (2L) and 
Palestinian Prime Minister Mohammad Mustafa (R) arrive on the second 
day of a United Nations conference on a two state solution for Israel and the 
Palestinians, at UN headquarters

A Palestinian boy holds a packet of humanitarian aid he received at the Rafah 
corridor, in the Mawasi area of Rafah in the southern Gaza Strip

Trump has ’final 
call’ on new China 
trade truce: US 
envoy
AFP | Stockholm, Sweden

President Donald Trump 
will have the "final call" 

on any extension of a tariffs 
truce between Washington 
and Beijing, US Trade Rep-
resentative Jamieson Greer 
said Tuesday after a second 
day of talks in Sweden.

"Nothing has been agreed 
until we speak with Pres-
ident Trump," added US 
Treasury Secretary Scott 
Bessent at a briefing in 
Stockholm, calling the tone 
of the talks "very construc-
tive".

Israel ‘rejects’ UK 
announcement 
on future 
Palestinian state 
recognition
AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Israel said Tuesday it “re-
jected” Prime Minister 

Keir Starmer’s announce-
ment that Britain will rec-
ognise a Palestinian state 
unless Israel acts to end the 
war in Gaza.

“Israel rejects the state-
ment by the prime minister 
of the United Kingdom”, 
the foreign ministry posted 
on X, adding that the move 
“constitutes a reward for 
Hamas and harms efforts 
to achieve a ceasefire in  
Gaza”


