
BRX to unleash Prodrive 
Hunter T1+ at Dakar 2022

• Redesigned Prodrive 
Hunter to meet the new 
T1+ regulations recently 
announced by FIA at 
world’s biggest and most 
challenging multi-stage 
rally in Saudi Arabia set 
for January next year

TDT | Manama

Bahrain Raid Xtreme (BRX) 
has redesigned the Prod-
rive Hunter to meet the 

new T1+ regulations recently 
announced by the FIA, which 
is now the top class alongside 
T1-E.

The new regulations were 
introduced to help balance the 
performance of the four and 
two-wheel-drive cars in the T1 
class.

The Hunter will run on larger 
tyres, with increased suspen-
sion travel and a wider track.  
Thirty-seven-inch tyres on 
17-inch rims, replace the cur-
rent 32-inch tyres on 16-inch 

rims, with suspension travel in-
creased from 280mm to 350mm 
and the body width increased 
from 2m to 2.3m to accommo-
date this.

These changes have necessi-
tated some significant changes 
to the Hunter’s drivetrain; sus-
pension and bodywork.  The 
suspension geometry has been 
reconfigured with longer wish-
bones and dampers, and there 
are larger brakes accommodat-
ed in the 17-inch wheels.

The larger tyre radius increas-
es the load in the drivetrain 
so driveshafts, the propshaft 
and differentials have all been 
modified. The wider track has 

also meant nearly half the bod-
ywork has been redesigned with 
Callum restyling the Hunter to 
suit the new regulations, while 
keeping the same distinctive 
look.

Prodrive has taken the op-
portunity to increase the size 
of the windscreen and fit a new 
programmable wiper motor to 
improve the driver’s visibility. 
The onboard jacks have been 
improved to not only be lighter 
and stronger, but to lift the car 
faster and can now be powered 
by an electric pump for addi-

tional reliability.
BRX team principal Gus Beteli 

said: “We are very pleased the 
organisers have addressed the 
disparity in regulations between 
the buggies and the four wheel 
drive T1 cars, where larger tyres 
had an advantage over rough 
terrain. We’ve learnt a huge 
amount on our debut this year 
and have put all this learning 
into improving the car and be-
lieve our new Hunter T1+ is a 
significant step forward.  We 
are looking forward to returning 
to Saudi in January, where we 
will be looking to challenge for 
victory.”

BRX competed with the T1 car 
for the last time at Baja Aragon 
last week, where the Hunter 
showed its pace setting fastest 
times on eight of the rally’s 11 
sectors.

The first Hunter T1+ car is 
currently being built at Prod-
rive’s headquarters in the UK 
and will run for the first time 
in September. The new car is 
also available to customers to 
compete in FIA Cross Country 
events, Bajas and at the Dakar 
in 2022.

Said Maalem aims to write his name as 
the next BRAVE CF world champion
TDT | Manama

A victory this Sunday, Au-
gust 1 in the main event of 

BRAVE CF 52: Bad Blood could 
transform the professional 
mixed martial arts (MMA) ca-
reer of Mohamed “L’Ambiance” 
Said Maalem.

The Swiss-Algerian behe-
moth is set to square off against 
BRAVE CF Middleweight World 
Champion Mohammad “The 
Latest” Fakhreddine of Leb-
anon for the vacant BRAVE 
CF Light Heavyweight World 
Championship.

Said Maalem is one of the 
most lauded athletes in the 
sport today, racking up 11 vic-
tories out of 14 bouts with six 
wins by way of knockout.

The evident secret behind 
his tremendous run in MMA is 
his wrestling as the discipline 
holds all sorts of technical ad-
vantages, including the ability 
to dictate the pace of a bout.

Said Maalem was a natural 
at wrestling. He trained every 
single day at a very young age, 
dominated the competition, 
and became a national cham-

pion in his home country.
His caliber and credentials as 

a wrestler could have made him 
a regular fixture in the prestig-
ious Summer Olympic Games, 
but he found his true calling 
when he met Brazilian coach 
Anderson Pereiro in 2010.

The trainer invited him to 
spar with a pro MMA athlete, 
which turned out to be an 
eye-opener for him due to the 
all-encompassing nature of the 
sport. At that very moment, he 

decided to continue competing, 
only now it would be inside the 
cage as a prizefighter.

Four years later, Said Maalem 
made his professional debut, 
and since then, he has never 
looked back.

When he inked an exclusive 
deal with BRAVE Combat Fed-
eration in 2019, he immediately 
established himself as one of 
the most exciting light heav-
yweights on the roster in his 
maiden appearance.

Middleweight world champ working to 
get his name written in BRAVE CF history
TDT | Manama

BRAVE CF Middleweight 
World Champion Moham-

mad “The Latest” Fakhreddine 
has learned plenty of lessons in 
his life so far, but the most im-
portant is that hard work makes 
dreams come true.

As a result of his dedication, 
he is now revered by many as 
one of the most recognizable 
faces in the burgeoning Arab 
mixed martial arts (MMA) cir-
cuit by becoming the first Leba-
nese to ever hold a major world 
title in the sport.

The 36-year-old knockout 
artist has an opportunity to 
write his name in history books 
by becoming a two-division 
world champion. He is set to 
face Mohamed “L’Ambiance” 
Said Maalem for the vacant 
BRAVE CF Light Heavyweight 
World Championship in the 
main event of BRAVE CF 52: Bad 
Blood, which takes place in Mi-
lan, Italy on August 1.

Though betting odds tell 
Fakhreddine that he is the fa-
vourite to walk out with two 
gold-plated belts draped over 
his shoulders on fight night, 

complacency is a non-exist-
ing word in his vocabulary 
as he earned his stature in 
the world of MMA the hard  
way.

Nothing was ever handed to 
Fakhreddine, going through tri-
als and tribulations both inside 
and outside the cage. The most 
painful of them all was when he 
lost his humble home in Beirut 
to a fire that took away 200 lives 
and affected thousands in their 
neighbourhood.

His family had no other 
choice but to migrate to the 
United States, where they found 
a new lease on life. Nothing 

came easy for them, but they 
had come too far to give up on 
the American dream.  

Fakhreddine pushed through 
language barriers and prejudice 
as he turned an unfamiliar place 
into his home. 

Participating in athletics was 
one way for the then-young-
ster to ingratiate himself with 
the local community. Doing so 
broke the ice and allowed him 
to make new friends and stay 
active, but it wasn’t until he 
discovered MMA that he truly 
began to shine. He went from 
being a run-of-the-mill practi-
tioner to a prodigy.

Bahrain team set for Spartan 
World Championship

TDT | Manama

Bahrain’s obstacle course 
racing team continue their 

intensive training programme 
in preparation for the Spartan 
World Championship 2021, 
which will be held in Abu Dha-
bi from December 2 to 5.

The event will be held for 
the first time in the Middle 
East, confirming the Gulf ’s 
position as a host of leading 
global competitions.

The team has gradually in-
creased the pace of training in 
order to ensure that they are 
fully ready for this important 
international participation and 
avoid fatigue and injuries.

Bahrain Obstacle Course 
Racing Club (BOCR) general 
secretary Seema Al Khraz was 
present yesterday at the train-
ing of the participating team, 
accompanied by BOCR com-
petition’s committee chair-
man Faisal Al Khalassi and the 
BOCR delegation head. She met 
the participants and conveyed 
to them the greetings of BOCR 
presiden Shaikh Khaled bin 
Ebrahim Al Khalifa.

Al Khraz commented: “Abu 
Dhabi is hosting the Spartan 
World Championship for the 
first time outside the USA, 
and the first time in the Mid-
dle East, in light of the great 
successes of this new type of 
sport, which is characterised 
by a global interaction in these 
races by all participants in dif-
ferent countries of the world.”

Al Khraz noted that the 
venue features sandy desert 
nature and sand dunes, which 
in themselves are obstacles 
and interesting challenges for 
participants.

Al Khalassi, Sarah John, 
Mariam Al Khalassi, Abdul-
lah Merheb and Abdulrahman 
Al Dosari will compete in the 
21km and 13km elite compe-
tition as well as in the teams 
category.

The tournament is expect-
ed to see a total field of up 
to 5,000 participants in all 
competitions, with more than 
2,000 having so far registered 
and confirmed their presence.

Faisal Al Khalassi pointed 
out the remarkable develop-
ment in the performance of the 
team members through their 
preparations this year under 
the current circumstances.

It is expected that the or-
ganising committee will is-
sue the final schedule of the 
competitions after approving 
the participating teams and 
players and distributing them 
according to international 
classifications.

We’ve learnt a huge 
amount on our debut 

this year and have put 
all this learning into 

improving the car and 
believe our new Hunter 
T1+ is a significant step 

forward
BRX TEAM PRINCIPAL GUS BETELI

BRX’s first Hunter T1+ 
car is currently being 

built at Prodrive’s 
headquarters in the 

UK and will run for the 
first time in September

KNOW
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The all-new Hunter T1+ car

The team members

Mohamed Said Maalem

Mohammad Fakhreddine

Seema Al Khraz

USA’s Sunisa Lee wins Olympic all-
around gold as Biles cheers her on 
American teenager Suni-

sa Lee won the women’s 
gymnastics all-around Olympic 
gold yesterday, succeeding de-
fending champion Simone Biles 
who withdrew over concerns 
for her mental health.

Lee, 18, won ahead of Brazil’s 
Rebeca Andrade, with Russian 
women’s team gold medallist 
Angelina Melnikova in the 
bronze medal position.

It was the fourth final in four 
days to go down to the final 
rotation, with Lee’s polished 
floor exercise earning 13.7 to 
go into provisional gold, with 
Andrade unable to dislodge  
her.

Lee, from Minneapolis, add-
ed gold to the silver she won as 
part of the US women’s team on 
Tuesday with a points tally of 

57.433, 0.144 clear of Andrade, 
with Melnikova 0.099 away in 
third.

Biles, who stood down from 

the Olympics during the wom-
en’s team final, was in the 
stands to cheer on her com-
patriot.

Sunisa Lee of the United States in action on the balance beam

Japan’s Hamada and Wolf win golds to match record haul
Japan’s Aaron Wolf and Shori Hamada 

grabbed gold medals in judo finals, bringing 
the host nation’s haul to 15, and boosting them 
past China, at 14, and the United States with 13.

Wolf, whose father is American and moth-
er Japanese, threw South Korean Cho Gu-
Ham to secure a dramatic ippon victory 
that ended more than five minutes of gru-
elling sudden-death overtime in the men’s 
 100kg final.

Chinese women smash world record
In a major shock, neither the 

United States nor Australia 
won the women’s 4x200m relay 
for the first time since the event 
was added to the Olympic pro-
gram in 1996.

Instead, China’s Yang Junx-
uan, Zhang Yufei, Li Bingjie 
and Tang Muhan dominated, 

leading all the way to clock an 
incredible 7:40.33 ahead of the 
United States (7:40.73) and Aus-
tralia (7:41.29).

All three teams were un-
der the previous world time 
of 7:41.50 set by Australia in  
2019.

Li held off a charging Katie 

Ledecky over the final leg to 
clinch the title.

“These girls swam their lights 
out and I got in a position where 
I thought I could take on those 
ladies next to us,” said Ledecky. 
“I wish I had another half sec-
ond in me but I gave it my  
all.”

Yang Junxuan of China, Tang Muhan of China and Zhang Yufei of China react

In Olympics action, US swim 
star Caeleb Dressel notched 

his second triumph of the 
Games to stay on track for a 
potential six golds.

Dressel arrived at the Olym-
pics tipped to push for a Mi-
chael Phelps-style medal haul 
and already has two wins un-
der his belt, with a potential 
four to come.

The 24-year-old powered 
to the wall in the men’s 100m 
freestyle in a new Olympic re-
cord time of 47.02sec to de-
throne Australia’s Kyle Chal-
mers.

Dressel, who spearhead-
ed the United States to the 
4x100m relay title earlier this 
week, will also race the 50m 
freestyle and 100m butterfly 
and could feature in two other 
relays.

The swimmer, who won two 
relay golds in Rio, said he was 
proud to claim his first indi-
vidual title.

“I didn’t want to admit it but 
now I did it I can admit it, it’s 
a lot different,” he said.

Dressel’s 13 world titles have 
prompted inevitable compar-
isons with Phelps -- winner 
of eight Olympic golds at the 
2008 Beijing Games and 23 in 
total. Only Phelps, Mark Spitz 
and Kristin Otto have won six 
or more golds at a single Olym-
pic Games in swimming.

Robert Finke won anoth-
er gold for the United States 
in the men’s 800m freestyle 
while Australia’s Zac Stubble-
ty-Cook claimed the men’s 
200m breaststroke gold in a 
new Olympic record time of 
2:06.38.

Caeleb Dressel of the United States looks on after setting a new record

Pandemic casts pall on Games
New coronavirus scare causes jitters on eve of Tokyo Olympics athletics

• Two pole vaulters out 
with Covid in fresh scare 

for Tokyo Olympics 

AFP | Tokyo

Two pole vaulters were ruled out 
of the Tokyo Olympics and Aus-
tralia’s track and field team were 

briefly forced into isolation on Thursday 
in a jolting reminder of the risks facing 
athletes at the coronavirus-hit Games.

On the eve of the athletics competition, 
2016 bronze medallist Sam Kendricks 
and Argentina’s German Chiaraviglio 
suffered heartbreaking disappointment 
when they both tested positive.

Kendricks’ case triggered a panic in 
the Australian team, which went into 
precautionary isolation for more than two 
hours before all but three close contacts 
were released.

America’s Kendricks, a two-time world 
champion, and Chiaraviglio are both in 
isolation and will miss the pole vault 
competition when it starts on Saturday.

“We knew this Olympic Games was dif-
ferent and with different rules, and here 
I am, it’s my turn,” Chiaraviglio wrote on 
Instagram.

“Living through this is very difficult, 
but it will also pass,” he added.

Preparing for the Olympics has been 
tough in the pandemic and athletes are 
under extra pressure at the pandemic-de-
layed Games with strict biosecure meas-
ures and the constant threat of Covid.
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23 JULY - 8 AUGUST OLYMPIC GAMES

OLYMPIC MEDAL TABLE

China 15 7 9 31

Japan 15 4 6 25

USA 14 14 10 38

ROC 8 11 9 28

Australia 8 2 10 20

Great Britain 5 7 6 18

South Korea 4 3 5 12

France 3 5 3 12

Germany 3 3 7 13

Italy 2 7 10 19

Netherlands 2 7 4 13

Canada 2 3 5 10

Hungary 2 1 2 5

Slovenia 2 1 1 4

TOTAL

Djokovic romps into last four as 
Bencic reaches Olympic final

At a sweltering Ariake Ten-
nis Park, world number 

one Novak Djokovic swept 
aside home hope Kei Nishikori 
6-2, 6-0 to reach the semi-fi-
nals as he targets his first 
Olympic title.

T h e  Au s t ra l i a n  O p e n , 
French Open and Wimbledon 
champion, on course for the 
first men’s Golden Slam of 
winning all four majors and 

the Olympics, will face Ger-
many’s Alexander Zverev in 
the last four.

Sw i t z e r l a n d ’s  B e l i n d a 
Bencic beat Elena Rybakina 
7-6 (7/2), 4-6, 6-3 to reach 
the final, and was overcome 
with emotion to secure a  
medal.

“I don’t feel pressure right 
now. I just feel joy to have a 
medal,” Bencic said.

Novak Djokovic hits a return to Kei Nishikori

Dressel gold chase

Men against 
women in the pool 
as mixed relay 
makes Olympic 
debut

Olympic swimming took 
a dive into the unknown 

yesterday as men and women 
competed against each other 
for the first time in the new 
4x100m mixed medley relay 
in Tokyo.

Britain, led by Adam Peaty, 
and world record holders 
China won the two heats of 
the inaugural competition, 
which has its final on Sat-
urday and makes its debut 
in Japan as part of a drive to 
boost gender equality.

Britain will be the favour-
ites after their time of 3min 
38.75sec was more than two 
seconds ahead of the rest of 
the field and only a shade 
outside China’s world record 
3:38.41 set last year.

“I haven’t been part of 
many mixed relays so it is 
fun to get out with guys and 
girls,” said Australia’s Brian-
na Throssell.

“The lead changes so of-
ten and no-one knows each 
other’s tactics. It was really 
fun to get out here and do the 
heat for Australia.”

Britain’s Adam Peaty reacts after 
his leg in a heat for the mixed 
4x100m medley relay swimming 
event

Aaron Wolf (R) of Japan in action Shori Hamada (R) of Japan in action

Sam Kendricks 
in action 
during the USA 
Olympic Team 
Trials (file 
photo)


