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Covid-19 Cases:

Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Serious, 
Critical

Tot 
cases/1m 
pop

Egypt 65,188 2,789 17,539 44,860 41 637

Saudi 
Arabia

186,436 +3,943 1,599 +48 127,118 57,719 2,285 5,356

UAE 48,246 +449 314 +1 37,076 10,856 1 4,879

Kuwait 45,524 +582 350 +2 36,313 8,861 145 10,662

Oman 39,060 +910 169 +6 22,422 16,469 115 7,652

Qatar 95,106 +693 113 +3 80,170 14,823 203 33,872

Middle East

Country Total cases New deaths Total Deaths

USA 2,653,392 +129 128,566

Brazil 1,352,708 +116 57,774

Russia 641,156 +93 9,166

India 567,199 +415 16,902

UK 311,965 +25 43,575

Spain 296,050 +3 28,346

Peru 279,419 9,317

Chile 275,999 +66 5,575

Italy 240,436 +6 34,744

Iran 225,205 +162 10,670

Mexico 216,852 +267 26,648

Pakistan 206,512 +49 4,167

Turkey 198,613 +18 5,115

Germany 195,235 +7 9,036

G l o b a l C o u n t r i e s  w o r s t  a f f e c t e d

Figures as of closing

News in brief 
 Abu Dhabi will allow people to enter the 

emirate if they have tested negative for 
COVID-19 infection within the previous 48 
hours, the local government media office 
said yesterday. Abu Dhabi, the largest and wealthiest 
member of the United Arab Emirates federation, has 
had a ban on people entering since June 2. It eased some 
restrictions a week ago to allow movement between its 
cities for all residents.

Brazil had its worst week 
yet of the coronavirus 
pandemic in terms of 
new cases, registering 
259,105 infections in 
the seven days through 
Sunday, according to 
health ministry figures. 
The country also reported 
its second-highest weekly 
death toll, with 7,005 people 

killed, just below the record of 7,285 set the previous 
week. The latest grim figures came as protesters in 
various cities across the country and as far away as 
Stockholm, London and Barcelona held demonstrations 

against Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro and his handling of the health crisis.

Philippine rescuers were searching 
yesterday for 14 people missing 
after a local fishing boat collided 
with a cargo ship, authorities said. 
The boats crashed early Sunday in waters 
southwest of Manila, capsizing the Philippine 
fishing vessel Liberty 5 off the coast of Occidental 
Mindoro province. The captain of the cargo ship 
Vienna Wood, which is registered in Hong Kong, called for help “a few hours later” 
and the vessel was being escorted to land by the Philippine Coast Guard, said agency 
spokesman Commodore Armando Balilo. It was not immediately clear if the Liberty 5 
had sunk.
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Reuters

Iran has issued an arrest 
warrant for US President 
Donald Trump and 35 oth-

ers over the killing of top gen-
eral Qassem Soleimani and has 
asked Interpol for help, Tehran 
prosecutor Ali Alqasimehr said 
on Monday, according to the 
Fars news agency.

The United States killed 
Soleimani, leader of the Revo-
lutionary Guards’ Quds Force, 
with a drone strike in Iraq on 
Jan. 3. Washington accused 
Soleimani of masterminding 
attacks by Iranian-aligned mi-
litias on US forces in the region.

Alqasimehr said the warrants 
had been issued on charges of 
murder and terrorist action. 
He said Iran had asked Inter-

pol to issue a “red notice” for 
Trump and the other individu-
als the Islamic Republic accuses 
of taking part in the killing of 
Soleimani.

Alqasimehr said the group 
included other US military and 
civilian officials but did not pro-
vide further details.

He said Iran would contin-
ue to pursue the matter after 
Trump’s time in office ends.

The killing of Soleimani 
brought the United States and 
Iran to the brink of armed con-
flict after Iran retaliated by fir-
ing missiles at American targets 
in Iraq several days later.
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A portrait of Iranian Major-
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Blast kills 23 at 
cattle market 
in southern 
Afghanistan
Reuters | Kabul

At least 23 civilians were 
killed in Afghanistan’s 

southern Helmand province 
and dozens were wound-
ed when rockets hit a cattle 
market yesterday, Afghan 
government and Taliban of-
ficials said.

The warring sides blamed 
each other for the attack on 
the open-air weekly cattle 
market in Sangin district, 
where hundreds of villagers 
from neighbouring districts 
had gathered to trade sheep 
and goats.

A spokesman for Hel-
mand’s governor said sev-
eral rockets fired by Taliban 
insurgents landed close to 
the cattle market, killing 23 
civilians, including children.

Qari Yousuf Ahmadi, a 
Taliban spokesman said the 
Afghan army fired several 
rounds of mortar bombs on 
civilian houses and the cat-
tle market, killing dozens of 
villagers.

Khushakyar, who goes by 
a single name, said he was 
trying to sell a calf when 
the rockets hit the market. 
He said his two nephews 
were killed and his son was 
wounded.

“I saw around 20 bod-
ies on the ground,” he said, 
adding that dozens were 
wounded and “livestock lay 
dead next to men.”

Some residents of Hel-
mand province, a Taliban 
stronghold, said the shell-
ing occurred during fierce 
clashes between Taliban 
militants and government 
security forces in residen-
tial areas surrounding the 
market.

Sorry! We shot it down 
Iran prosecutor says human error led to shooting down of 
Ukrainian airliner
Reuters

The shooting down of a Ukrain-
ian airliner in Iran in January 

was due to human error and not 
an order from senior military au-
thorities, the military prosecutor 
for Tehran province, Gholam Ab-
bas Torki, said yesterday, Tasnim 
news agency reported.

There was no indication that 
the downing of the airliner, which 
killed all 176 people aboard, was 
due to a cyber attack on Iran’s 
missile or air defence systems, 
Torki said, adding that three peo-
ple were under arrest related to 
the accident.

The airliner was shot down 
shortly after takeoff in Tehran, 
when Iran’s air defences were 
on high alert, hours after Iran 
had fired missiles at a US base in 
Iraq in retaliation for the killing 
of an Iranian commander. Iran 
has already described the shoot-
ing down of the plans as a tragic 
mistake.

The operator of the air defence 
system should have received or-
ders from his superiors before 
firing two missiles at the airliner, 
Torki said.

“Twenty six seconds passed 
between the first and second fir-
ing but unfortunately during this 

time the operator also did not 
get permission for the second 
firing from the network,” Torki  
said.

The black boxes of the airliner 
have been physically damaged 
and reading them is technically 
complicated, Torki said.

Holes are seen in the Ukraine International Airlines’ Boeing 737-800 plane wreckage 
in a picture from investigation team release

KNOW WHAT

According to Ukrainian foreign minister 
Vadym Prystaiko and a flight manifest 
released by UIA,out of the 167 passengers’ 
citizenship, 82 were confirmed to be Iranian, 
63 were Canadian, three were British, four 
were Afghan, 10 were Swedish, and three 
were German. Eleven Ukrainians were also 
onboard, nine of them being the crew

Distorted Chinese, Russian virus news takes root in West
AFP | London

Coronavirus misinformation 
spread by Russian and Chi-

nese journalists is finding a big-
ger audience on social media in 
France and Germany than con-
tent from the European nations’ 
own premier news outlets, ac-
cording to new research.

Whether it is distorted cover-

age or outright conspiracy the-
ories, articles written in French 
and German by foreign state 
media are resonating widely 
on Facebook and Twitter, often 
with their origins unclear, the 
Oxford Internet Institute said 
in a report.

The institute, which is part 
of Oxford University, looked at 
content generated by leading 

media outlets from Russia and 
China, as well as from Iran and 
Turkey. The institute looked at 
output from Russia’s RT broad-
caster and Sputnik news agen-
cy; China Global Television 
Network (CGTN), China Radio 
International (CRI) and Xinhua 
News Agency; plus foreign-lan-
guage output from Iranian and 
Turkish networks.

M e d i c a l  s t a f f  c a r r y  p a t i e n t 

i n f e c t e d

Medical staff carry a patient infected with the novel coronavirus 
(Covid-19) into an Airbus A400M at Guiana air-base 367 in Matoury, near 
Cayenne, in the French overseas department of Guiana, on June 28, 2020, 
to strengthen the medical evacuation capacities of patients to hospitals in 
the region, during the spread of the coronavirus.


