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Every so often, football pro-
duces a match that reminds 

us why it is called “the beautiful 
game”. Paris Saint-Germain’s 
5–4 victory over Bayern Mu-
nich in the Champions League 
semi-final first leg belonged 
firmly in that category, a game 
that felt less like a structured 
contest and more like two elite 
sides refusing to surrender even 
a moment of control.

From the first whistle at 
the Parc des Princes, the tone 
was unmistakable. Both teams 
pressed high, attacked early, 
and left space behind them that 
invited chaos. It wasn’t cau-
tion that shaped the opening 
exchanges, but a shared con-
viction that attacking football 
would decide the night.

Bayern struck first in the 17th 
minute when Harry Kane con-
verted a penalty after PSG were 
punished for a defensive lapse. 
The lead, however, lasted only 
seven minutes. Khvicha Kvarat-
skhelia drifted inside, skipped 
past his marker, and curled a 
precise finish into the bottom 
corner to level the score at 1–1.

The game barely settled be-
fore turning again. João Neves 
put PSG ahead less than ten 
minutes later, rising to meet 
a corner with a well-placed 
header to make it 2–1. Bayern 
responded in the 41st minute 
through Michael Olise, who 
was allowed to carry the ball 
to the edge of the box before 
unleashing a superb finish to 
bring it back to 2–2.

Just before half-time, the Pa-
risians struck again. Ousmane 

Dembélé converted from the 
penalty spot to send the hosts 
into the break leading 3–2 in a 
match that already felt out of 
control.

If the first half was open, the 
second dissolved into some-
thing closer to abandonment. 
PSG tore through Bayern’s high 
line on the counterattack, and 
Kvaratskhelia added his sec-
ond in the 56th minute, smash-
ing home after another rapid 
transition to make it 4–2. Six 
minutes later, Dembélé struck 
again. Played in behind, he 
drifted into the box and fired a 
low finish inside the left-hand 
post to extend it to 5–2.

By then, the game appeared 
decided, but the Germans re-
fused to fade. Dayot Upameca-
no pulled one back in the 65th 
minute, attacking a set piece 
and heading in at the back post 
to make it 5–3. Three minutes 
later, Luis Díaz made it 5–4, 
finishing a flowing move that 
began with a superb long pass 

from Harry Kane. The Colom-
bian took two deft touches to 
beat his marker before slotting 
home — his fourth consecutive 
Champions League goal.

From there, the remaining 
minutes were goalless. It was 
a frantic conclusion that had 
barely given anyone inside the 
stadium time to breathe all 
night.

After the match, reactions 
matched the scale of what had 
unfolded. Luis Enrique called it 
one of the most intense games 
of his career. Meanwhile, an-
alysts praised the spectacle 
but questioned the defensive 
structure on both sides, not-
ing how easily elite attacking 
phases were converted into  
goals.

The French side will now take 
a narrow advantage to Munich, 
but the tie is far from settled. 
After ninety minutes of chaos, 
the return leg carries one clear 
expectation: whatever happens 
next, it will not be quiet.
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Matchweek 19 of the 
Nasser bin Hamad 
Premier League end-

ed in the same dramatic fashion 
it began, with no shortage of 
excitement across both fixtures. 
Muharraq edged Budaiya 1–0, 
while Riffa produced a thrilling 
3–2 win over Al Ahli.

At Bahrain National Stadi-
um, Muharraq continued their 
strong momentum following last 
week’s King’s Cup triumph with 
a 1–0 win over Budaiya. The Red 
Wolves created several clear 
chances in the 1st half, includ-
ing Abdoulkarim Diarra striking 
the post in the 4th minute after 
Abdulla Al Khalasi set him up. 
Algerian forward Sami Frioui 
was also lively, twice going close, 
including a close-range header 
that went over the bar just be-
fore halftime.

Muharraq thought they had 
taken the lead in the 72nd 
minute when Abdulwahab Al 
Malood headed home after com-
ing on as a substitute, but the 
goal was ruled out for offside in 
the buildup, leading to strong 
protests from coach Fernando 
Santos.

The breakthrough finally came 
in the 79th minute through an-
other substitute, Hussain Ab-
dulkarim. The Bahraini forward 
made an immediate impact, 

meeting a well-delivered cross 
from Elliot Simoes on the left 
and directing his header into the 
corner. The winning goal sparked 
emotional scenes as players ran 
towards the stands to celebrate 
with the fans in attendance.

The win keeps Muharraq sec-
ond on 46 points, just two be-
hind leaders Al Khaldiya with 
three games remaining, while 
Budaiya stay ninth on 21 points.

At Khalifa Sports City, Riffa 
and Al Ahli produced a five-goal 

thriller in one of the matches 
of the season, with Mohamed 
Mashaan’s side eventually pre-
vailing 3–2 despite finishing 
with ten men.

Riffa struck first in the 30th 
minute when Ali Madan latched 

onto a long ball sequence in-
volving Ebrahim Al Khattal and 
Vinicius Vargas, rounding goal-
keeper Sayed Shubbar Alawi 
before finishing. After a lengthy 
VAR check for offside, the goal 
stood. They doubled their lead 
just before the break when Ga-
briel Monteiro finished another 
long-ball move, meeting it clean-
ly as it bounced off the turf.

Al Ahli responded strongly 
after the restart. Faisal Hassan 
pulled one back in the 51st min-
ute with a brilliant solo run past 
two defenders before placing 
his shot into the bottom corner. 
Just six minutes later, Victor 
Oliveira brought Al Ahli level, 
reacting quickest in the box after 
a corner scramble and finding 
the top corner.

Riffa were reduced to ten 
men in the 66th minute when 
Sayed Redha Isa was sent off for 
a studs-up challenge on Hassan, 
but despite the setback, they 
found a late winner in the 89th 
minute. Samuel Toscas struck 
the post from a free kick, and 
Thiago Fernandes reacted 
quickest to the rebound to seal 
all three points.

The match ended with further 
controversy as Al Ahli’s Hamza 
Buihamghet was also sent off for 
a violent off-the-ball challenge 
on Fernandes.

Riffa remain third on 40 
points, while Al Ahli sit seventh 
on 23 points.

Bahrain Club Confirm 
Relegation from NPL
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Bahrain Club were officially 
relegated from the Nasser 

bin Hamad Premier League 
on Tuesday night following 
their 1–0 defeat to Al Shabab 
at Bahrain National Stadium.

The result leaves them 
bottom of the table on seven 
points, with three matchdays 
remaining, confirming their 
drop to the Bahrain First Di-
vision.

It marks a disappointing end 
to the campaign for the side, 
who struggled for consistency 
throughout the season. This is 
Bahrain Club’s first relegation 
since the 2016–17 season, end-
ing their stay in the top flight 
after nearly a decade.

Head coach Mohamed Al 
Hayki now faces the task of 
rebuilding the team ahead of 
next season, as the club looks 
to regroup and push for pro-
motion.

Action from Bahrain Club’s last match

Rain washes out second T20 between 
Bangladesh and New Zealand
AFP | Chattogram

Rain washed out the second 
T20 international between 

Bangladesh and New Zealand 
in Chattogram yesterday, leav-
ing the hosts 1-0 ahead in the 
three-match series.

Persistent showers through-

out the day made play impossi-
ble, with the match abandoned 
without a ball being bowled. 
Even the toss could not be 
held.

The Bangladesh Crick-
et Board said fans who pur-
chased tickets online would be 
refunded in line with its policy.

Abdulkarim celebrates after scoring Muharraq’s winning goal
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Kvaratskhelia celebrates his goal for PSG against Bayern Munich

DURRAT AL MUHARRAQ CLEANING & 
MAINTENANCE W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17535158 or buch-
eeri5@gmail.com
HASNABAD RESTURANT PARTNERSHIP 
COMPANY has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WAITER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33197726 or RANANAJIR3@GMAIL.COM
EPIC CREDIT RECOVERIES has a vacancy for 
the occupation of COLLECTOR(DEBTS), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 16631660 
or INFO@EPICCREDITRECOVERIES.COM
ZAKI STAR HOME DECOR SERVICES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
ASSISTANT, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 38868178 or GULFYATRABH@
GMAIL.COM
TUBLI CAFE has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WORKER(JUICE), suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 39159980 or 
HAMADHELAL72@GMAIL.COM
QARTAJ  SALON has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of BARBER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17411104 or ALIABUTHA-
KI@GMAIL.COM
AHMED OMAR TRADING & CONTRACTING 
EST .W L L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of ALUMINIUM TECHNICIAN (GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17258545 or admin@ahmedomer.com
NADEEM KHAN CONSULTANCY W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36966006 or NADEEM.6038@GMAIL.COM
365 SALOON has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of BARBER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 39128868 or ABUAM-
MAR.MARHOON@GMAIL.COM
AH MINI MARKET W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33072484 
or MUX.AHWLL@GMAIL.COM
PELLA CARPENTRY WORKSHOP W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CAR-
PENTER(FURNITURE), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39777869 or PELLA-
TOUCH@GMAIL.COM
BAHER MARKETS W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39222887 
or Nooh.shams@gmail.COM
STAR CARE WORKSHOP W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39643189 or INFO@AWTADI.COM
DELMON INTERNATIONAL HOTEL has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MANAGER 
(FOOD & BEVERAGES SECTION), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17224000 
or HR@DELMONHOTEL.COM
SICO BSC (c) has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of OFFICER (ADMINISTRATIVE), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17515012 or hajlan@sicobank.com
TH COFFEE INTERNATIONAL W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of COFFEE 
SERVER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17564451 or Fatima.Almosawi@
timhortonsme.com
ALNAYROZ REAL ESTATE W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33399841 or anaraham92@gmail.com
PORTS & OFFSHOR SERVICES has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CHIEF ENGI-
NEER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37777797 or JABER@SULAITIMARINE.COM
MODERN HOME has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SPRAYER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17245289 or accounts@
tariqpastries.com
PIZZA BUDS W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WAITER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34039494 or asifma-
jeed59@gmail.com
PARAM SALOON W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of BARBER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 36945388 or 
GILLMANIJORDAN@GMAIL.COM
POLY LOISIRS MARKETING W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of MARKETING 
EXECUTIVE, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39373234 or NOUREDDINAJ-
SALEM80@GMAIL.COM
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