
WHEN WE LOVE, WE ALWAYS STRIVE TO 
BECOME BETTER THAN WE ARE. WHEN WE 
STRIVE TO BECOME BETTER THAN WE ARE, 
EVERYTHING AROUND US BECOMES BETTER 
TOO.
PAULO COELHO, THE ALCHEMIST
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Roman Emperor Galerius issues the 
Edict of Toleration, ending the per-
secution of Christians in the Roman 
Empire

Islamic conquest of Iberia: Moorish 
troops led by Tariq ibn Ziyad land at 

Gibraltar to begin their invasion of the 
Iberian Peninsula (Al-Andalus)

Jean Ribault and colo-
nists arrive in Florida, 
the first French colo-
nists in North America

George Washington is 
inaugurated as the first 

President of the United States of 
America at Federal Hall in NYC
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Congratulations to 
#Australia for elim-

inating trachoma as a 
public health problem.

Trachoma, the world’s 
leading infectious cause 
of blindness, no longer 
represents  a  public 
health problem in the 
country.

Australia is the 30th 
country to achieve this 
milestone, contributing 
to global progress to-
wards the targets set out 
in the WHO road map for 
neglected tropical dis-
eases 2021–2030.

@DrTedros

President Donald J. 
Tr u m p  a n d  F i r s t 

Lady Melania Trump 
alongside King Charles 
III and Queen Camilla at 
the State Dinner — hon-
oring the unbreakable 
friendship between the 
U.S. and U.K

@WhiteHouse

Earthquakes are inev-
itable, but the dev-

astation they cause does 
not have to be. With in-
tention & forethought, 
we can build safer towns 
& cities, however hard 
the ground shakes.Let 
us honour the victims by 
investing in disaster re-
silience.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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Brent crude oil — the global 
benchmark — hit an all-time 
high of about $147 per barrel 

in 2008, highlighting how 
sharply prices can spike 

during supply shocks

KNOW WHAT

U - T U R N  W I T H  U K

P. UNNIKRISHNAN

A Fruitful Idea!

“Every time we argue, we plant a tree.” 
She paused, gave me a measured look, 

and said,“If we had started that on 
the day we got married, we would be 

living in a forest by now.”

“Where are you?”
“At the New Horizon School… planting trees.”
“You’re planting trees?”

There was a pause. Then laughter.
My wife’s reaction was fair.
I nodded with full seriousness. Yes, finally—after years of 

writing articles, giving speeches, and forwarding WhatsApp 
messages about “Save Trees,” I have officially upgraded… to 
actually touching soil. For me, this is a historic moment worth 
preserving.

Now, to be fair, my wife has been doing this for years. Week-
ends? Garden shows. Backyard? A mini agriculture department. 
I think even the soil listens to her.

Me? I love greenery… as long as someone else grows it. I 
always believed my role in life was to motivate and inspire. 

But being on that campus raised a simple question: Why can’t 
we make gardens at every school? A few schools have already 
started such an initiative under the Green School Project. 

Imagine if every school had its own garden—vegetables, 
fruits, or even a handful of trees. Take any campus and picture 
ten mango trees. Shade, fruit, and a quiet lesson in sustainabil-
ity—all in one. Probably fewer students bunking classes, too.

If space is a constraint, there are alternatives. Why not 
allocate land to students interested in farming through the 
Ministry of Agriculture? Let them cultivate, harvest, and even 
sell their produce. As the tree grows, the student can place a 
name marker—leaving a lasting signature of their contribution 
for years to come.

The proceeds could support scholarships or assist students 
in need. It would be education funding itself, rooted—quite 
literally—in the ground.” My Environmentally Friendly School” 
competition, which focuses on conserving electricity and 
water, caring for school gardens and implementing recycling 
programs, could transform not just campuses, but mindsets. 

My son has been making a more strategic version of this 
argument for years. His advice is clear: buy land, secure wa-
ter access, and think long-term. According to him, the future 
belongs not to those who control technology, but to those who 
can produce food. It sounds dramatic, but in a world already 
discussing food security, perhaps not entirely unrealistic.

Globally, environmental responsibility is no longer optional. 
ESG compliance is becoming a benchmark rather than a buz-
zword. The message is clear: the conversation has to move from 
awareness to action.

As I was leaving the school, a member of the management 
team handed me a plant as a token. I carried it home with quiet 
pride and presented it to my wife.

“This is a money plant,” I said confidently.
She examined it briefly and replied, with scientific precision,
“This is Epipremnum aureum.”
The debate that followed lasted exactly two minutes. The 

conclusion was predictable.
In an attempt to regain some ground, I suggested a new rule:
“Every time we argue, we plant a tree.”
She paused, gave me a measured look, and said,
“If we had started that on the day we got married, we would 

be living in a forest by now.”
From behind the door, I could see my daughter… silently 

laughing.

(The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the official policy 
or position of the Daily Tribune)

 ‘Get 
smart 
soon’

Trump plans Iran 
blockade lasting months
• The UN Development 
Programme, meanwhile, 
warned that the war, 
which has sent the price 
of energy and fertiliser 
soaring, could plunge 
more than 30 million 
people into poverty 
in 160 countries. “It’s 
development in reverse,” 
UNDP chief Alexander 
De Croo told AFP.

AFP | Tehran, Iran

The United States could 
extend its naval blockade 
of Iran for months more, 

oil executives were told in a 
meeting with President Donald 
Trump, a White House official 
said yesterday. Participants at 
a White House meeting, which 
took place Tuesday and was first 
reported by Axios, discussed 
"the steps President Trump has 
taken to alleviate global oil mar-
kets and steps we could take to 
continue the current blockade 
for months if needed and min-
imize impact on American con-
sumers," said the official, speak-
ing on condition of anonymity.

"The President meets with en-
ergy executives frequently to get 
their feedback on domestic and 
international energy markets," 
the official said, with topics in-
cluding "domestic production, 
progress in Venezuela, oil fu-
tures, natural gas, and shipping."

Treasury Secretary Scott Bes-
sent was "host of the meeting," 
the official said, adding that Vice 
President JD Vance and Chief 
of Staff Susie Wiles also joined.

US oil giant Chevron con-
firmed to AFP that its CEO, Mike 
Wirth, participated in the meet-
ing.

Accept nuclear deal

 Image: Truth Social/Donald J. Trump

"Iran can't get their act together... 
They better get smart soon," Trump 
posted on his social media platform, 

above a mocked-up picture of himself 
toting a rifle in front of explosions 
wrecking a desert fortress and the 

slogan: "No more Mr Nice Guy."

During a White 
House state 

dinner Tuesday, 
Trump told 

Britain's King 
Charles III and 

other guests 
that Iran has 

been "militarily 
defeated", and 

added: "Charles 
agrees with me 

even more than I 
do -- we're never 
going to let that 

opponent have a 
nuclear weapon."

AFP | Tehran, Iran

President Donald Trump 
warned Tehran yester-
day that it should “get 

smart soon” and capitulate 
to Washington’s demands for 
tight controls on its nucle-
ar programme, as a US naval 
blockade turned the screws 
on Iran’s economy. US press 
reports suggested Trump 
has already decided to reject 
Iran’s latest proposed deal to 

reopen the Strait of Hormuz.
According to the Wall 

Street Journal, Trump in-
tends to pursue the blockade 
of Iranian ports until Tehran 
is forced to dismantle its nu-
clear programme.

On Wednesday, the Irani-
an rial fell to historic lows 
against the dollar, while Teh-
ran residents speaking to AFP 
journalists in Paris reported a 
sense of despair.

Iran war could push 30 mn people into poverty
AFP | Paris, France

The US-Israeli war on Iran, 
which has sent the price 

of energy and fertiliser soar-
ing, could plunge more than 30 
million people into poverty, the 
head of the UN Development 
Programme said yesterday. 

"It's development in reverse," 
Alexander De Croo told AFP on 
the sidelines of a G7 develop-
ment meeting in Paris.

"It took decades to build sta-
ble societies, to develop local 

economies, and it took only 
several weeks of war to destroy 
that," he added.

"We did a study after six 
weeks of war and estimated that 
even if the conflict ended at that 
point, 32 million people would 
be pushed into precarity in 160 
countries," said De Croo.

The UNDP says the war will 
have a profound impact on 
Sub-Saharan African countries 
as well as certain countries in 
Asia such as Bangladesh and 
Cambodia. Developing island 

nations will also be particularly 
hard hit.

To avoid poverty taking hold, 
the UNDP estimates that around 
$6bn "is needed in subsidies to 
support those most vulnerable 
to high food and energy prices", 
he added.

De Croo said discussions 
were already underway within 
the IMF and World Bank.

"You can say that six billion 
dollars is a lot -- the war cost 
nine billion dollars per week," 
he added.

Israel says UK must act 'decisively, urgently' 
after two Jews stabbed in London

AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Top Israeli officials yesterday 
condemned the stabbing of 

two Jewish individuals in Lon-
don and urged the UK govern-
ment to take swift action against 
antisemitism.

"After attacks on synagogues, 
Jewish institutions, community 
ambulances and now Jews tar-
geted in Golders Green, the UK 
government can no longer claim 
this is under control," Israel's 
foreign ministry wrote on X.

"Prime Minister Keir Starm-
er's statements are no substi-
tute for confronting the roots of 

antisemitism festering across 
(the) United Kingdom... Enough 
words. The UK must act deci-
sively and urgently," it added.

In a separate statement, Pres-
ident Isaac Herzog said he was 
"horrified" by the attack in Lon-
don. "In one of the great capital 
cities of the West, it has become 
dangerous to openly walk the 
streets as a Jew," Herzog wrote 
on X. "It's time for the world to 
wake up and fight this vicious 
wave of Jew hatred with all pos-
sible means."

Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu called on the British 
government to bring the perpe-

trators of the attack to justice.
"Words are not enough to con-

front this scourge," his office 
said in a statement.

"We demand and expect ac-
tion by the British government 
to protect the Jews of England 
and bring antisemites to justice."

Two Jewish Londoners were 
stabbed Wednesday in north 
London following a series of 
arson attacks on synagogues and 
community sites in the area in 
recent weeks.

The incident  in the British 
capital took place in Golders 
Green, home to a large Jewish 
community.

Members of the media work at a Police cordon on Golders Green Road, in the 
Golders Green neighbourhood of north London, after two people were stabbed, 
and a suspect arrested.

Over 1.2 mn people in Lebanon to face acute hunger: report
AFP | Beirut, Lebanon

A UN-backed report said 
yesterday that more than 

1.2 million people in Leba-
non were expected to face 
acute hunger due to the lat-

est war between Israel and  
Hezbollah.

The figure was announced 
by the UN's Food and Agricul-
ture Organization, the World 
Food Programme and Leba-
non's agriculture ministry. 

Some "1.24 million people –- 
nearly one in four of the pop-
ulation analysed –- are expect-
ed to face food insecurity" at 
crisis levels or worse between 
April and August 2026, they 
 said.

This photograph taken from the northern Israel shows Israeli tanks and military vehicles standing along the road between destroyed houses in southern Lebanon 
near the border with Israel. 

(P. Unnikrishnan is the Chairperson & Managing Director of The Daily Tribune)

Lebanon president says Israel 
must fully implement truce
AFP | Beirut, Lebanon

Lebanese President Joseph 
Aoun said yesterday that 

Israel must fully implement 
the ceasefire between the 
two countries before begin-
ning direct talks, after Israeli 
strikes killed more than 20 
people over the last two days.

Hezbollah drew Lebanon 
into the Middle East war on 
March 2, and Israeli and Leb-
anese representatives have 
since met twice in Washing-
ton, the first such meetings in 
decades, for discussions that 
Hezbollah has categorically 
rejected.

After the first talks, US 
President Donald Trump an-
nounced a 10-day ceasefire 

that began on April 17, and a 
three-week extension after 
the second round.

Trump said he hoped to 
host Aoun and Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu “over the next couple of 
weeks” as the two countries 
prepare for direct negotia-
tions.

Israel “must first fully 
implement the ceasefire in 
order to move on to negotia-
tions... Israeli attacks cannot 
continue as they are,” Aoun 
said in a statement shared by 
the presidency.

“We are now waiting for 
the United States to set a date 
to begin direct negotiations” 
with Israel, he added.

Iran war has cost US 
military $25 bn so 
far: Pentagon
AFP | Washington, United 
States

The war against Iran has 
cost the US military $25 

billion since it was launched 
in late February, a senior Pen-
tagon official said yesterday. 

“We’re spending about 
$25 billion on Operation 
Epic Fury. Most of that is in 
munitions,” acting Pentagon 
comptroller Jules Hurst told 
lawmakers, using the official 

name for US operation.
US Defense Secretary Pete 

Hegseth later told the same 
congressional hearing that 
the estimated figure was less 
than $25 billion at this point.

The Pentagon chief pushed 
back against questions about 
the war’s cost, saying: “The 
question I would ask this 
committee is, what is it worth 
to ensure that Iran never gets 
a nuclear weapon?”

An Iranian man rides his motorcycle past a boat at Suru Beach in Bandar 
Abbas along the Strait of Hormuz. 

The news that peace talks were 
still stalled sent oil prices higher 
once again. At around 1335 GMT, 
a barrel of Brent crude for June 
delivery was up 5.16 percent at 
$117, its highest level since the 

fragile ceasefire between the 
United States and Iran came into 

effect on April 8.


