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More support for 
Bahraini women
Tamkeen launches updated Riyadat financing program to help them expand their businesses
TDT | Manama

The Labour Fund, Tam-
keen, has stepped up its 
efforts to provide Bah-

raini women with financial as-
sistance so they can start, grow, 
and expand their businesses.

The updated Riyadat program 
was launched yesterday at a 
press conference organised by 
Tamkeen, in partnership with 
the Supreme Council for Wom-
en (SCW) and the Bahrain Devel-
opment Bank (BDB).

Through the updated pro-
gram, Tamkeen will incentivise 
a percentage of the profit paya-
ble by small, medium and large 
enterprises, depending on the 
support track.

The profit subsidy increases 
when the amount is paid reg-
ularly within five years, as per 
the terms and conditions of the 
program, in addition to provid-
ing advisory services to the sup-
ported enterprises.

The financing amount can be 
used for fixed assets, to cover 
operating expenses, enhance the 
products and services offered by 
enterprises, and obtain licenses 
and other necessary require-
ments needed by the enterprise 
to grow and expand its opera-
tions, in addition to supporting 
marketing activities.

Applications to the updated 
Riyadat Program will open on 1 
January through Bahrain Devel-
opment Bank.

Praise for support

SCW Assistant Secretary Gen-
eral Shaikha Deena bint Rashid 
Al Khalifa praised the ongoing 
support provided by Tamkeen 
and the BDB that caters to the 
establishment and growth of 
Bahraini women’s business ven-
tures.

She noted that the updated 
version of the Riyadat Financing 
scheme is in line with the Eco-
nomic Recovery Plan and labour 
market changes.

National priorities

Tamkeen Acting Chief Execu-
tive Maha Mofeez said that this 
scheme is a continuation of the 
comprehensive transformation 
plan announced earlier this year, 
which introduced 16 programs, 
in line with national priorities 

and labour market changes.
“Tamkeen has always believed 

in the role of Bahraini women as 
active and influential players in 
the sustainability and develop-
ment of Bahrain’s economy, in 
line with Tamkeen’s mandate. 
We are constantly exploring var-
ious forms of support, including 
financial, technical and advisory, 
which enable progress and busi-
ness development,” she said.

“We have introduced the Ri-
yadat financing program which 
provides an opportunity for 

Bahraini women to benefit from 
accessible financing solutions to 
develop their commercial activ-
ities, translating to further and 
continued success.”

She pointed out that the up-
dates introduced to the program 
came as a result of the collab-
oration with the SCW and BDB 
that conducted a comprehen-
sive review on the performance 
of the enterprises which have 
previously benefited from the 
support program.

Financing solutions

During the past years, fi-
nancing solutions that exceed-
ed BD7.5 million for 318 wom-
en-owned enterprises in various 
economic sectors were provided 
through the Riyadat financing 
scheme.

“Riyadat finance is one of the 
most important schemes that 
BDB offers in partnership with 
the Supreme Council for Wom-
en and Tamkeen to support en-
trepreneurship field in Bahrain 
and to empower women spe-
cially to achieve their goals and 
take an effective part in econ-
omy development,” said Dalal 
Al Qais, BDB Chief Executive 
Officer, stressing the importance 
of the changes implied on Riya-
dat Financing Scheme.

SCW Assistant Secretary General Shaikha Deena bint Rashid Al Khalifa, centre, Tamkeen Acting Chief Executive Maha 
Mofeez, right, and BDB Chief Executive Officer Dalal Al Qais at the event

Israel ‘ready’ to attack Iran nuclear sites: Gantz
Jerusalem

Israel has improved its readi-
ness to attack Iran, outgoing 

Defense Minister Benny Gantz 
said yesterday as he cited prepa-
rations that the military is mak-
ing to hit nuclear sites.

Speaking at an Air Force 
graduation ceremony, Gantz 
said that pilots may one day be 
called upon to take part in such 

an offensive.
“You may cross the sky to the 

east in two or three years and 
take part in an attack on nuclear 
sites in Iran, for which we are 
preparing, while significantly 
increasing readiness in recent 
years, Gantz said.

Israel is becoming increas-
ingly concerned that Russia’s 
growing dependence on Iran’s 
military potential in Ukraine 

could prompt Tehran to seek 
Russian assistance for its nucle-
ar program in return.

Israel rejects Iran’s assertions 
that the nuclear program is for 
peaceful purposes.Outgoing Israel Defense Minister

Israel destroyed an unfinished nuclear reactor 
in Syria in 2007. Iraq under Saddam Hussein had 
a well-developed program until Israel, an unac-
knowledged nuclear state, stifled his ambitions 
by destroying the Osirak research reactor in an 

air raid in 1981.

Expansion of West 
Bank settlements 
is ‘top priority’
Jerusalem

Benjamin Netanyahu’s 
incoming hard-line 

government put West Bank 
settlement expansion at the 
top of its list of priorities 
yesterday, vowing to legal-
ise dozens of illegally built 
outposts and annex the oc-
cupied territory as part of 
its coalition deal with its 
ultranational allies.

The coalition deals were 
released a day before the 
government is to be sworn 
into office.

Woman frozen to 
death in her car

New York

A 22-year-old woman 
has tragically frozen 

to death after spending 18 
hours in her car while trying 
to wait out a historic snow-
storm currently devastating 
Buffalo.

Anndel Taylor died over 
the weekend after her ve-
hicle was stranded in snow 
on Friday afternoon on her 
way home from work. She is 
just one of 35 who have suc-
cumbed to frigid conditions 
currently being seen in New 
York’s second-largest city.

Trapped in blizzard for 18 hours
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Judicial cooperation BDF-Health Ministry coordination

Developing public services

Justice, Islamic Affairs and Endowments 
Minister Nawaf bin Mohammed Al 
Maawda received yesterday the Algerian 
Ambassador to Bahrain, Abdelhamid 
Ahmed Khoja. The Minister lauded the 
level reached by the fraternal relations 
between Bahrain and Algeria and their 
peoples, praising the steady growth 
of bilateral ties in various fields. They 
discussed ways to enhance cooperation 
between the two countries in the judicial 
and legal fields.

National Guard President General His Highness 
Shaikh Mohammed bin Isa bin Salman Al Khalifa 
received Pakistani Anti-Narcotics Force Director 
General Major General Muhammad Ane eq ur Rehman 
Malik. The meeting discussed topics of common 
interest. HH Shaikh Mohammed bin Isa stressed 
the advanced bilateral relations, reviewing ways 
to enhance cooperation and exchange experience. 
Major General Malik thanked the Commander for his 
keenness and interest in developing cooperation.

The Ministry of Interior held a parade as part 
of festivities on the Kingdom’s National Days, 
in commemoration of the establishment of the 
modern Bahraini State as an Arab and Muslim 
state, founded by Ahmed Al Fateh in 1783, 
and the anniversary of His Majesty the King’s 
Accession to the Throne. Southern Governor His 
Highness Shaikh Khalifa bin Ali bin Khalifa Al 
Khalifa attended the event. Several directorates 
participated in the parade, along with the 
musical band, the police cavalry and “Al Hajana”.

Bahrain Defense Force 
(BDF) Commander-in-Chief 
Field Marshal Shaikh Khalifa 
bin Ahmed Al Khalifa 
received Health Minister Dr 
Jaleela bint Jawad Hasan. 
The Commander-in-Chief 
reviewed cooperation and 
coordination between the 
BDF and the ministry.

Council of Representatives Speaker Ahmed bin Salman Al Musallam received yesterday the Minister of Works, Eng. 
Ibrahim bin Hassan Al Hawaj. Al Musallam praised the ministry’s efforts to develop public services, commending its 
role in building the new National Assembly building. He affirmed the ministry’s keenness to attain the desired goals 
and carry out the directives of His Royal Higness Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Crown Prince and Prime Minister. 
Al Hawaj expressed thanks and appreciation to the Speaker and members of the Council of Representatives for the 
constructive cooperation between the executive and legislative branches to cater to the urban needs across Bahrain.

SHOPPING BAZAAR
EXHIBITION WORLD BAHRAIN

22ND – 30TH DECEMBER

HM King appoints Egypt Ambassador
TDT | Manama

His Majesty King Ham-
ad bin Isa Al Khalifa 
yesterday issued Royal 

Decree (86) of 2022, appoint-
ing the Head of the Kingdom of 
Bahrain’s Diplomatic Mission 
to the Arab Republic of Egypt, 
based on the nomination of the 
Foreign Minister, and following 
the approval of the Cabinet.

The decree stipulates the 
appointment of Fawzia Abdul-
la Zainal as Head of Bahrain’s 
Diplomatic Mission to Egypt, 
with the title of Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipo-
tentiary.

His Majesty issued Royal 
Decree (87) of 2022, appoint-
ing an Ambassador at the For-
eign Ministry, based on the 
proposal of the Foreign Min-

ister, and following the approval 
of the Cabinet.

The decree stipulates the ap-
pointment of Shaikh Khalifa bin 
Mohammed bin Atiyatullah Al 
Khalifa as Ambassador at the 
Foreign Ministry.

HM the King Halso issued 
Royal Decree (85) of 2022, ap-
pointing an Ambassador at the 
Foreign Ministry, based on the 
proposal of the Foreign Minister, 

and following the approval of the 
Cabinet.

Under the decree, Fawzia Ab-
dulla Zainal was appointed as 
an Ambassador at the Foreign 
Ministry.

The Foreign Minister shall 
implement the provisions of 
the decrees, which come into 
force immediately, and will 
be published in the Official  
Gazette.

Fawzia Abdulla Zainal 
is Head of Bahrain’s 
Diplomatic Mission 
to Egypt, with the 

title of Ambassador 
Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary.

HM the King

HM King sends letter 
to congratulate BDF 
Commander-in-Chief
• Al Qadisiya 
Brigade graduation 
ceremony held

TDT | Manama

His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa, the 

Supreme Commander of the 
Armed Forces, sent a letter 
of thanks and appreciation to 
Bahrain Defense Force (BDF) 
Commander-in-Chief Field 
Marshal Shaikh Khalifa bin 
Ahmed Al Khalifa, on the grad-
uation ceremony of the 15th 
batch of officer cadets – Al Qa-
disiya Brigade, at the Isa Royal 
Military College.

His Majesty the King wrote 
in the letter:

“Commander-in-Chief Field 
Marshal Shaikh Khalifa bin 
Ahmed Al Khalifa...

“In the name of Allah the 
most Gracious and Merciful,

“We are pleased to express 
our sincere thanks and appre-
ciation to you for attending 
the graduation ceremony of 
the 15th batch of officer ca-

dets –Al Qadisiya Brigade, at 
the Isa Royal Military College 
on our behalf, praising with 
admiration and pride the good 
organisation of this ceremo-
ny, and the high level of pro-
fessionalism attained by the 
graduates.

“We convey our greetings 
and congratulations to our 
graduates, their families, and 
their Arab colleagues, on the 
successful graduation, and for 
the honorable level of perfor-
mance in serving the home-
land, and carrying the trust 
efficiently and competently, 
appreciating the efforts of 
the college’s commander and 
training and academic staff, 
wishing them further devel-
opment with the blessing 
of Allah the Almighty, reaf-
firming our appreciation for 
your great efforts to advance 
the noble march of the Bah-
rain Defense Force since its  
establishment.

“We pray to Allah the Al-
mighty to protect you and di-
rect your steps on the right 
path of goodness.”

Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa
King of Bahrain

Keen to promote tourism sector
TDT | Manama

Tourism Minister Fatima 
bint Jafar Al Sairafi has 

stressed the ministry’s keen-
ness to promote the tourism 
sector and enhance its role in 
diversifying income resources, 
creating job opportunities, and 
increasing the Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP).

She was speaking as she re-
ceived Municipal Council Head 

of the northern region Dr Sayed 
Shaber Al Wadaei and his Dep-
uty Zaina Jassim. She listened 
to a briefing on the council’s 
efforts and initiatives to de-
velop the northern region and 
its tourism and archaeological 
sites.

The Minister lauded the mu-
nicipal council’s development 
role and the initiatives adopted 
to serve the recreational and 
tourism activity in the northern 
region.Al Sairafi

Bahrain-Pakistan tiesInterior Ministry parade

Speaker hails rapid 
implementation of 
housing projects
TDT | Manama

Council of Representa-
tives Speaker Ahmed bin 

Salman Al Musallam praised 
the rapid implementation 
of various development and 
housing projects across the 
kingdom, thanks to the care 
of His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa and the 
efforts of the government 
led by His Royal Highness 
Prince Salman bin Hamad 
Al Khalifa, the Crown Prince 
and Prime Minister.

He lauded the efforts of 
the Ministry of Housing and 
Urban Planning to cater to 
the housing needs of Bahraini 
families, stressing the parlia-
mentary unflinching support 
to the development schemes 
of the housing sector.

He was speaking during 
a meeting yesterday with 
Minister of Housing and 
Urban Planning Amena bint 
Ahmed Al Romaihi.

The Minister affirmed the 
ministry’s keenness on ca-
tering to the citizens’ hous-
ing needs and implementing 
the royal directives and the 
order of HRH the Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister 
without delay.
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New scams target 
‘booster vaccines’
Expatriate communities and citizens warned against falling prey to bogus calls 
and links 

• Fraudsters hack 
victim’s phone and 
obtain bank account 
information

• Expat deceived by 
caller posing as ‘Health 
Ministry employee’ 
and lost BD250

Zahra Ayaz
TDT | Manama

Beware of fraud calls as 
scammers are now tar-
geting booster vaccines 

in Bahrain.
Expatriate communities are 

spreading messages on social 
media platforms, warning oth-
ers not to accept such calls or 
links and to confirm their le-
gitimacy.

In a recent scam, scammers 
pose as Health Ministry em-
ployees and ask victims for 
information about their vacci-
nations to provide them with 
a ministry-issued certificate. 
Once the victims provide the 
information, scammers are able 
to hack their phone and obtain 
bank account information.

The Daily Tribune has been 
carrying many reports in the last 
few months about fraudsters 

targeting the online banking and 
financial transaction network in 
the Kingdom.

The released articles detailed 
the suffering of many Bahrainis 
and expatriates who collective-
ly lost thousands of dinars to 
scammers. The majority of the 
victims have complained to the 
police, pleading with them to 
assist them in recovering their 
money.

Speaking to The Daily Trib-
une, Ambika Mass, an expat and 
victim of a vaccination scam, 
said: “I got a call for vaccination 
to register and take the vaccine, 
but this time the guy sent me a 
link and instructed me to down-
load and input details. After 
leaving for work and returning 
home to look for my phone, I 
noticed that the Beware App 
had sent me a lot of messages 

and that my bank had informed 
me that I had lost BD250.

“I gathered my bank informa-
tion, took screenshots of every 
communication, and went to 
the Crime Investigation Depart-
ment (CID). They claimed they 
would look into the situation, 
but there has been no response 
as of yet, and I have lost BD250. 
It is a large sum of money, equiv-
alent to a monthly income.

“I’m still getting calls and 
mails about the booster vaccines 
right now. Not just myself, but 
many others are contacting me 
to claim they are in the same 
predicament. I plead with the 
authorities to intervene and 
provide instructions on how 
to stop these calls from coming 
to us.”

It is learnt that many banks 
are flooded with calls from fran-

tic customers saying that their 
money has been stolen by scam-
mers after hacking their bank 
account or fund transfer system.

The citizens had been warned 
against impersonation attacks 
which contain links pointing 
to legitimate websites that are 
often used by organisations, 
stressing the importance of in-
dividuals and companies taking 
all necessary measures to avoid 
cybercrimes.

BeAware Bahrain is a mobile application against the COVID-19

KNOW WHAT

Scammers pose as 
Health Ministry employ-
ees and ask victims for 
information about their 
vaccinations to provide 
them with a ministry-is-

sued certificate. Once 
the victims provide the 
information, scammers 
are able to hack their 

phone and obtain bank 
account information.

Arab man sentenced 
to 10 years in jail for 
trafficking teenager
TDT | Manama

The High Criminal Court 
convicted an Arab man of 

trafficking a 19-year-old girl 
from his home country by lur-
ing her with a fake job offer in 
Bahrain and then forcing her 
into prostitution.

He was sentenced to 10 years 
of imprisonment and fined 
BD5,000, while a complicit 
Arab woman was sentenced 
to five years for participating 
in coercing the victim.

The court also fined her 
BD5,000 and ordered the pair 
to be deported from the coun-
try and to bear the expenses 
of returning the victim home.

Public Prosecution inves-
tigations revealed that the 
victim had come to work as a 
receptionist in a hotel.

The first defendant received 
her, took her passport and 
sheltered her in his residence 
for two days before moving her 
to a hotel to meet with the sec-
ond defendant, who informed 
her that she would work in 
prostitution.

When the victim contacted 
the first defendant, he urged 
her to give it a try since she 
couldn’t return to her country 
alone.

She met a number of clients 
while the second defendant 
took the profits and handed 
them to the first defendant. 

Eventually, the victim suffered 
from fatigue.

A Gulf national she met de-
cided to take her to the doctor 
but the second defendant re-
fused and informed the first 
defendant, who took the vic-
tim to his residence. There, he 
beat her with a belt and verbal-
ly threatened her demanding 
that she continues working. 
He moved her to another hotel.

The victim was once more 
forced to meet with clients un-
til the Gulf national took her 
contact number and learned 
her whereabouts. She con-
fronted the first defendant to 
return her passport so that she 
may return home, but he re-
fused. The Gulf national then 
reported where she was being 
held.

Investigations confirmed 
that the first defendant lured 
the victim to Bahrain with a 
false promise of employment. 
He received her at the Bahrain 
International Airport and then 
checked her into several hotels 
where he forced her to practise 
prostitution.

He transported her between 
two hotels in addition to hous-
ing her in his residence. He 
physically assaulted her when 
she refused work and withheld 
her passport to prevent her 
escape, using these means to 
exploit her youth and vulner-
ability.

Construction of three mosques 
in East Hidd project begins

• Dr Al Hajri 
highlights royal 
support towards 
developing mosques

TDT | Manama

The actual work to build 
a mosque in East Hidd 

housing project with an esti-
mated total value of BD980,000 
has begun.

This was confirmed by 
Sunni Endowments Council 
Chairman Dr Shaikh Rashid 
bin Mohammed Al Hajri.

This came in implementa-
tion of His Royal Highness 
Prince Salman bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa, the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister’s order to de-
velop and build mosques all 
over the Kingdom, under the 

supervision of the Sunni En-
dowment Directorate.

Dr Al Hajri praised the sup-
port and interest of His Majes-
ty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khal-
ifa and His Royal Highness 
the Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister towards expanding 
and developing mosques in 
housing areas all over Bahrain.

Growing Bahrain and Saudi 
economic relations reviewed
TDT | Manama

Industry and Commerce 
Minister Abdullah bin Adel 

Fakhro met with Saudi Min-
ister of Commerce Majid bin 
Abdullah Al Qasabi, virtually.

Fakhro affirmed the depth of 
the bilateral relations between 
Bahrain and Saudi Arabia, 
which is directly reflected in 
the progress of inter economic 
relations.

The minister praised the 
continuous support provid-
ed by Saudi Arabia to various 

investment projects that pro-
mote development of Bahrain.

The meeting discussed the 
most important joint govern-
ment plans and programs un-
dertaken by Bahrain and Saudi 
Arabia related to trade and in-
vestment.

The two sides reviewed 
cooperation in various fields 
and ways to enhance them, 
especially in the areas of trade 
and investment and economic 
diversification between the 
two countries.

Dr Al Hajri

Prime Minister’s Fellowship Programme
Health Minister Dr Jaleela bint Al Sayed Jawad 
Hassan met the affiliates of the eighth intake 
of the Prime Minister’s Fellowship Programme. 
Dr Jaleela affirmed the importance role played 
by the programme in enriching and developing 
the expertise and capabilities of promising 
government competencies. She indicated that 
it clearly embodies the ambitious visions of His 
Royal Highness Prince Salman bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa, the Crown Prince and Prime Minister, 
to develop government cadres and provide 
them with opportunities to enhance their 
expertise, skills and participation in achieving 
the goals of the kingdom’s comprehensive 
development process. The affiliates expressed 
thanks and appreciation to the Minister for 
briefing them on the work system at the 
ministry, which will motivate them to their best 
during their participation in the programme.

Outstanding private sector employees honoured

• HM King deputises 
Labour Minister to 
atend annual ceremony

TDT | Manama

His Majesty King Hamad bin 
Isa Al Khalifa deputised 

Labour and Social Development 
Minister Chairman Jameel bin 
Mohammad Ali Humaidan to 
attend the 37th annual cere-
mony to honour outstanding 
employees and distinguished 
establishments in the private 

sector, which was held under 
the patronage of HM the King.

Humaidan,  also Labour 
Market Regulatory Authority 
(LMRA) Board of Directors, said 
that under the leadership of HM 
the King, and thanks to the fol-

low up of the government, led 
by His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 
the Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister, Bahrain has succeeded 
in addressing the repercussions 
of the global spread of COVID-19 

on various aspects of life with 
distinction, praising the existing 
cooperation between the three 
production parties.  

Bahrain has adopted an inte-
grated system to achieve sustain-
able development in various fields.

Humaidan attending the event
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The Labour Market Regulatory Authority 
(LMRA) conducted inspection campaigns 
in the Capital and Northern Governorates. 
The campaigns were coordinated with the 
Nationality, Passports and Residence Affairs 
(NPRA), the General Directorate of Criminal 
Investigation and Forensic Science at the 
Ministry of Interior and the Governorates’ 
respective Police Directorates. The campaigns 
resulted in reporting several violations 
related to the Labour Market and Residency 
laws. The reported cases were referred for 
legal action. LMRA renewed its call to all 
members of the society to support the efforts 
of government agencies in addressing illegal 
labour practices, by reporting violations via 
the electronic form on the authority’s website 
www.lmra.bh or by calling the authority’s call 
centre on 17506055.

Cyber security awareness key 
to combat scams in Kingdom
Staff Reporter
TDT | Manama

There have been various 
types of scams sweeping 
Bahrain, prompting au-

thorities to increase cyber secu-
rity awareness throughout the 
Kingdom.

There are many types of 
scams; however, the most com-
mon occurring in the Kingdom 
is phishing. The Daily Tribune 
previously reported that 735,244 
phishing attacks were recorded 
in Bahrain in Q2 of this year.

Phishing is a cybercrime in 
which a target or targets are con-
tacted through email, telephone, 
or text message, by someone 
posing as a legitimate institution 
to lure individuals into provid-
ing sensitive data.

Also reported previously by 
The Daily Tribune, 83 percent 
of respondents in Bahrain stated 
that they or their loved ones had 
experienced scams via social 
networks in 2021. Sadly, as tech-
nology and social media have 
advanced at such a rapid rate, 
this has given scammers more 
opportunities to reach users 
directly through social media 
platforms. 

Speaking to The Daily Trib-

une, Yaqoob Alawadhi, founder 
and CEO of NGN International, 
said: “The most common scam 
occurring in the Kingdom is 
phishing of personal data like 
CPR number, bank OTPs, etc. 

We have also seen a lot of voice 
phishing, and many of these 
scams are happening via fraud 
websites.

“Cybercriminals are using 
an SMS, creating urgency that 
the user’s bank account will be 
blocked, to potentially harvest 
personal and sensitive account 
information. Usually, the text 
message includes a link to a fake 
website that impersonates the 
bank’s brand and asks the user 
to enter personal information 
such as a username, password, 
or their CPR number.”

Unfortunately, Alawadhi said 
that the older generation are 
more susceptible or vulnerable 
to such kinds of attacks; how-

ever, anyone can fall victim to 
these scams, regardless of their 
age. 

Further explaining, Alawadhi 
said: “Corporations have also 
been affected by these types 
of attacks. Essentially, corpo-
rations have been targeted by 
spear phishing emails, where 
the cybercriminals use public-
ly available information to im-
personate C-level management 
and board members to intercept 
internal communication and re-
quest fund transfers.”

According to The Director of 
National Intelligence, the goal 
of spear phishing is to acquire 
sensitive information such as 
personal information. Today, 

phishing scams are more sophis-
ticated as identities are masked, 
messages are tailored, and email 
content appears legitimate.

Additionally, there has also 
been a considerable number of 
Ransomware attacks that can 
lead to a loss of data, brand rep-
utation, and funds.

As there has been an increase 
in scams across the Kingdom, 
cyber security awareness is es-
sential to combat the issue.

Alawadhi said: “Cyber security 
awareness amongst users of all 
age groups, both as individuals 
and employees, across all levels 
of management and hierarchies 
is the best way to combat cyber 
threats in the Kingdom.”

“Essentially, if more people 
are becoming educated on the 
nature of these attacks and are 
also aware of different types of 
scams occurring in the King-
dom, they can act quicker to re-
alise that this is an attempt to 
steal personal information or 
money.

“During the pandemic, the 
NGN International launched 
“NGN Majlis”, which is a plat-
form to spread awareness and 
help in the national and regional 
efforts to fight against the issue 
of cybercrime.”

“Essentially, if 
more people are 

becoming educated 
on the nature of 

these attacks and 
are also aware of 
different types of 

scams occurring in 
the Kingdom, they 
can act quicker to 
realise that this is 

an attempt to steal 
personal information 

or money.”
– YAQOOB ALAWADHI, FOUNDER AND CEO 

OF NGN INTERNATIONAL

KNOW WHAT

Phishing is a cyber-
crime in which a target 
or targets are contact-
ed through email, tele-
phone, or text message, 
by someone posing as 

a legitimate institution 
to lure individuals into 

providing sensitive 
data.

Fikra 
application 
period ends
TDT | Manama

The Prime Minister’s Of-
fice has announced the 

end of the application pro-
cess for the fifth edition of 
the Government Innovation 
Competition (Fikra).

Fikra, in all its editions, 
has been established in line 
with the directives of His 
Royal Highness Prince Sal-
man bin Hamad Al Khal-
ifa, the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister, to further 
Team Bahrain’s efforts in 
the Kingdom’s growth and 
development, and to sup-
port excellence across gov-
ernment services.

All applications for the 
fifth edition of Fikra will be 
reviewed by a professional 
evaluation committee.

‘Ana Al Bahrain’ competition winners honoured
 TDT | Manama

Information Affairs 
Minister Dr Ramzan 

bin Abdullah Al Noaimi 
honoured the winners of 
“Ana Al Bahrain” compe-
tition.

The ministry organised 
the competition on the 
National Days, where 45 
participants won prizes 
ranging from BD1,000 to 
BD1,500.

Dr Al Noaimi honoured 
the two golden sponsors 
of the competition, the 
National Bank of Bahrain 

(NBB) and the Bahrain 
Petroleum Company 
(BAPCO); the two silver 
sponsors to Aluminum 
Bahrain (Alba) and 
Moda Mall; the two 
bronze sponsors, Beyon 
Money, and Gulf Pet-
rochemical Industries 
(GPIC); in addition to 
shareholders, Bahrain 
Airport Company (BAC), 
and National Hotels 
Company represent-
ed by the Radisson Blu 
Hotel, and the Jumeirah 
Bahrain Bay Hotel.

Bahrain welcomes three ‘elite’ cruise ships
• They arrived via 
Khalifa bin Salman Port 
from Dec 26 to 28

TDT | Manama

Three cruises have arrived 
at Khalifa bin Salman Port 

(KBSP) from December 26 to 
28, carrying over 11,000 tourists 
onboard.

This was aanounced by the 
Bahrain Tourism and Exhibi-
tions Authority (BTEA).

Operated by APM Terminals 
Bahrain, KBSP is scheduled to 
welcome tens of cruise ships 
as part of the 2022–2023 cruise 
season between November 2022 
and May 2023, celebrating 11 
years of launching the cruise in-
dustry services in the Kingdom 
of Bahrain.

The “MSC World Europa” ar-
rived at KBSP, carrying 6,000 
tourists from France, Germany, 
Italy, Russia, Spain, and the UK.

With 19 ships in its fleet, MSC 
Cruises has one of the most 
modern cruise fleets in the 
world. An Italian shipping com-
pany founded it in 1970.

It boasts onboard experience as 
well as a diverse range of facilities 
such as Balinese spas, adult-only 
pools, and 4D cinemas. Its fleet 
ships can carry between 1984 and 
6300 passengers at a time.

One crew member is assigned 
to every three passengers. It pro-
vides passengers with live enter-
tainment in the form of evening 
concerts, parties and contests, 
and live shows.

The latest addition to the 
fleet, “MSC World Europa,” was 
launched in November 2021. 
The MSC World Europa is the 
world’s first LNG-powered 
cruise ship.

Setting sail from Germany, 
“AIDAcosmo” arrived at KBSP 
with a capacity of over 5,000 
passengers of various nation-
alities.

Operated by AIDA Cruis-
es with 1,252 crew members, 
the “AIDAcosma” is one of the 
largest cruise ships within the 
AIDA fleet. KBSP also received 
the American cruise ship “The 
World,” which carried 148 tour-
ists and 285 crew members of 
various nationalities.

The “MSC World Europa” is one of the most modern cruise fleets in the world

“We are confident that the cruise industry will foster tourism revenues, 
furthering the Kingdom’s position as a popular tourism destination in 

the region for more European tourists and other nationalities looking to 
explore Bahrain’s culture and the Arab Gulf’s rich heritage of old history 

and civilisation through massive cruise trips, and we wish all cruise 
passengers a pleasant stay in the Kingdom of Bahrain.” 

– DR NASSER QAEDI, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OF BAHRAIN TOURISM AND EXHIBITIONS AUTHORITY (BTEA)

One of the competition winners

Joint inspection campaigns
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IKEA earlier this year 
said it expected the 

process of finding new 
ownership to be final-

ised in 2023.

KNOW WHAT

China Covid pivot sparks 
jitters worldwide
AFP | Beijing

Beijing's sudden pivot away 
from containing Covid-19 

has caused jitters around the 
world, with the United States 
saying it may restrict travel 
from China following its deci-
sion to end mandatory quaran-
tine for overseas arrivals.

China late Monday scrapped 
quarantine for inbound travel-
lers from January 8 onwards, 
dismantling the last remaining 
piece of its stringent zero-Cov-
id policy and ending some of 
the world's harshest border 
restrictions.

The move was greeted with 
jubilation by Chinese citizens, 
who rushed to book inter-
national flights, triggering a 
surge in ticket prices.

But other countries have ex-
pressed concerns about the 
potential for new variants as 
China battles the world's big-
gest surge in infections.

US officials said late Tuesday 
they were considering Covid 
entry restrictions on travellers 
from China, after countries 

including Japan and India in-
troduced PCR testing on arrival 
for Chinese passengers.

"There are mounting con-
cerns in the international 
community on the ongoing 
Covid-19 surges in China and 
the lack of transparent data, 
including viral genomic se-
quence data, being reported 
from the PRC," the US officials 
said, referring to the People's 
Republic of China.

The United States is "con-
sidering taking similar steps" 
to countries such as Japan and 
Malaysia, they added.

Taiwan, a self-ruled island 
that China claims as its own, 
said Wednesday that it would 
also screen travellers from the 
mainland for the virus.

China late Monday scrapped 
quarantine for inbound travellers 
from January 8 onwards

Aeroflot boss calls for 
‘state protectionism’ to 
defend Russian aviation

Reuters

Th e  h e a d  o f  R u s s i a ’s 
state-controlled airline 

Aeroflot called on the Russian 
government to “balance the in-
terests” of Russian and foreign 
airlines in order to support the 
domestic aviation sector, in an 
interview with Russian news 
site RBC published yesterday. 

In the interview, Aeroflot 
CEO Sergei Alexandrovsky said 
it is “important that the state 
balances the interests of Rus-
sian and international carriers. 
Because it is obvious that for-
eign carriers now have much 
more opportunities and ad-
vantages in these conditions”.

Russian airlines stopped 
flying to most overseas desti-
nations after Western coun-
tries imposed unprecedented 
sanctions, including bans on 
Russian carriers, after Mos-
cow sent tens of thousands of 
troops into Ukraine on Feb. 
24. Routes to Turkey and Mid-
dle Eastern countries popu-
lar with Russian tourists have 
been preserved.

Alexandrovsky said that 
competitors, including Turk-
ish Airlines (THYAO.IS) and 
Emirates (EMIRA.UL) had ben-
efitted most from the situation, 
and called for a degree of what 
he called “state protectionism” 
to safeguard domestic aviation.

A police vehicle drives behind an Airbus A321-211 aircraft of Russian airline 
Aeroflot with registration VP-BOE on a long term parking at Cointrin airport 
in Geneva, Switzerland

Agreement over IKEA’s Russia sale could be reached in days, says Moscow
Reuters | Moscow

An agreement over the sale 
of IKEA’s factories in Rus-

sia could be reached by the end 
of this year, Russia’s industry 
minister said yesterday, as the 
Swedish furniture giant seeks 
to negotiate its exit from the 
country.

IKEA decided to close its 
shops in Russia after Moscow 
sent tens of thousands of troops 
to Ukraine in February in what 
it said was a ‘special military 
operation’. Many other west-

ern companies - from energy 
producers to food and clothing 
chains - have left Russia.

Industry and Trade Minister 
Denis Manturov said negotia-
tions were ongoing, but declined 
to do disclose who the potential 
buyers were.

“IKEA aims to reach an agree-
ment in principle with the buyer 
or buyers by the end of this year,” 
Manturov said in an interview 
with the TASS news agency, pub-

lished on Wednesday.
IKEA, the world’s biggest fur-

niture brand, shut down its Rus-
sian stores in March and said it 
would sell factories, close offic-
es and reduce its 15,000-strong 
workforce in Russia. It reopened 
for a brief online fire sale during 
the summer. “The sales activities 
of our factories in Russia are 
proceeding according to plan,” 
IKEA said in a statement. “We 
have agreed with potential buy-
ers not to share any details with 
respect to them and the integrity 
of the sales process.”

A view shows the logo of IKEA on 
a closed store in Kotelniki outside 
Moscow, Russia

Ship insurers to cancel war 
cover for Russia, Ukraine
Ships typically have P&I insurance, which covers third party liability claims

Reuters | London

Ship insurers said they are 
cancelling war risk cover 
across Russia, Ukraine and 

Belarus, following an exit from 
the region by reinsurers in the 
face of steep losses.

Reinsurers, who insure the 
insurers, typically renew their 
12-month contracts with insur-
ance clients on Jan. 1, giving 
them the first opportunity to 
scale back exposure since the 
war in Ukraine started, after 
being hit this year by losses re-
lated to the conflict and from 
Hurricane Ian in Florida.

P&I (protection and indem-
nity) clubs American, North, 
UK and West are no longer able 
to offer war risk cover for lia-
bilities in the region from Jan. 
1, they said in recent notices on 
their websites. The clubs are 
among the biggest P&I insurers 
who cover around 90% of the 

world’s ocean going ships.
UK P&I Club said on Dec. 23 

that the issue had arisen be-
cause of a lack of availability of 
reinsurance for reinsurers, also 
known as retrocession.

"The Club's reinsurers are no 
longer able to secure reinsur-
ance for war risk exposure to 
Russian, Ukrainian or Belarus 
territorial risks," it said.

American P&I said on Dec. 
23 that it had received a "notice 
of cancellation" for the region 

from its war risk reinsurers and 
was cancelling its own insur-
ance as a result.

Ships typically have P&I in-
surance, which covers third par-
ty liability claims including en-
vironmental damage and injury. 
Separate hull and machinery 
policies cover vessels against 
physical damage.

The moves by the insurers will 
make it harder for ship-owners 
or charterers to find insurance, 
increase prices and may mean 

some ships sail uninsured, in-
dustry sources say.

Providers of reinsurance and 
retrocession include global 
players Hannover Re (HNRGn.
DE), Munich Re (MUVGn.DE) 
and Swiss Re (SRENH.S), as well 
as syndicates in the Lloyd's of 
London (SOLYD.UL) market. 
Munich Re and Swiss Re de-
clined to comment. The other 
firms did not immediately re-
spond.

Reuters reported earlier this 
month that a proposed contract 
clause being circulated by re-
insurers excluded war-related 
claims for both planes and ships 
in Ukraine, Russia and Belarus.

The Japanese government 
has urged insurers to take on 
additional risks to continue pro-
viding marine war insurance 
for liquefied natural gas (LNG) 
shippers in Russian waters, a 
senior official at the industry 
ministry said this week.

Deal signed for world scale 
petrochemical complex

TDT | agencies

Omani OQ, Saudi SABIC and 
Kuwait Petroleum Interna-

tional (KPI) have signed a Pro-
ject Development Agreement of 
a jointly owned petrochemical 
complex in the Special Eco-
nomic Zone at Duqm (SEZAD), 
the Sultanate of Oman.

The three companies aim 
to establish a petrochemical 
complex consisting of a steam 
cracker and derivative units 
and a natural gas liquid (NGL) 

extraction facility, Oman News 
Agency (ONA) reported, noting 
that they will conduct the nec-
essary studies and collaborate 
using their wealth of technical 
and commercial experience to 
develop the project with unique 
attributes that make it globally 
competitive and profitable for 
all three partners.

The project intends to deploy 
state-of-the-art technologies to 
minimise carbon footprint and 
incorporate circular economy 
aspects and commit to high en-
vironmental standards. This 

mega project would support 
the region’s development aspi-
rations, maximizing socio-eco-
nomic impacts as well as value 
addition to these companies. 
In addition, the project would 
also benefit from the excellent 
location of Duqm being close to 
markets and taking advantage 
of the infrastructure which has 
been developed in the area, as 
OQ continues in its strategy to 
help develop SEZAD as man-
ufacturing and logistics hub 
in line with vision 2040, ONA 
added.

A cargo ship boat model is pictured in front of Ukraine’s and Russian’s flags

The deal signing

Oil drops 2% in 
light trading on 
China demand 
concern
Reuters | New York

Oil prices dipped yester-
day as traders weighed 

concerns over a surge in 
COVID-19 cases in China, 
the world’s top oil importer, 
against the chances easing 
pandemic restrictions in 
the country will boost fuel 
demand.

Brent crude futures fell 
$1.82, or 2.2%, to $82.51 
a barrel by 11:23 a.m. EST 
[1623 GMT], while U.S. West 
Texas Intermediate crude 
futures fell $1.60, or 2%, to 
$77.93 per barrel.

China said it will stop re-
quiring inbound travellers 
to go into quarantine from 
Jan. 8, a major step towards 
relaxing stringent curbs on 
its borders. However, Chi-
nese hospitals have been 
under intense pressure due 
to a surge in COVID-19 in-
fections.

Oil markets were also buf-
feted by rising expectations 
of another interest rate hike 
in the United States, as the 
U.S. Federal Reserve tries 
to limit price rises in a tight 
labour market.
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all its chickens to prevent bird flu
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Iranian authorities on 

the reports of those 
British-Iranian dual 

nationals
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Every day & in every 
corner of the world, 

my @UN colleagues 
bring to life the values 
and principles of our 
Organization. I’m pro-
foundly grateful for their 
service & commitment.

@antonioguterres

Co n g r a t u l a t i o n s 
SpaceX Falcon team 

on 60 successful launch-
es this year!!

@elonmusk

We have the tools to 
make sure COVID 

doesn’t leave its mark on 
2023 like it did in years 
past. Use them, protect 
yourself, protect those 
around you. http://COV-
ID.gov.

@POTUS

Today marks a ter-
rible milestone for 

Paul Whelan: Four years 
wrongfully detained in 
Russia, following a se-
cret trial with secret 
evidence. His detention 
remains unacceptable, 
and we continue to press 
for his immediate release 
at every opportunity.

@SecBlinken

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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News in brief 
 u  Former pope Benedict, 
95, who in 2013 became the first 
pontiff in 600 years to step down, 
is “very sick”, his successor Pope 
Francis said yesterday, asking the 
church to pray for him. The Vatican 
later said in a statement Benedict had 
suffered a sudden “worsening” of his 
health in recent hours. It also said his 
condition was “under control” and that he 
was receiving constant medical attention. 
“I would like to ask all of you for a special 
prayer for Pope Emeritus Benedict, who, in 
silence, is sustaining the Church,” Francis 
said in his surprise announcement in Italian 
at the end of his weekly general audience. 
“Let us remember him. He is very sick, asking the Lord to console and sustain 
him in this witness of love for the Church, until the end,” Francis said, speaking 
in Italian. One of the latest known photographs of Benedict was taken on Dec. 
1, when he met the winners of a prize for theologians named after him. He was 

seated and looked exceptionally weak.

u Taiwan will test arrivals from China for 
COVID-19 from Jan. 1 in response to a surge in cases 
there, the government said yesterday, joining other 
countries in stepping up controls on people coming from 
China. Taiwan’s Central Epidemic Command Centre said 
all passengers arriving on direct flights from China, as 
well as by boat at two offshore islands, will have to take 
PCR tests upon arrival. The government will conduct 
virus sequencing for those who arrive from China and 
test positive to track new variants of the coronavirus, 
it said in a statement. The measures, which will run 
until the end of January, do not include those arriving 
from Hong Kong or 

Macau, the centre added.

u India’s Hetero said on Tuesday that 
its generic version of Paxlovid, an antiviral 
treatment for COVID-19 developed by Pfizer 
Inc (PFE.N), was added to the World Health 
Organization’s prequalification list, which 
serves as a benchmark for procurement 
of medicines by developing countries. 
Hetero said it had entered into a licensing 
agreement with the United Nations-backed 
Medicines Patent Pool (MPP) to manufacture 
and sell the generic version of the drug 
in low- and middle-income countries. The 
treatment bundles two nirmatrelvir pills and 
one ritonavir pill and will be manufactured 
at Hetero’s plants in India, where the drug has emergency use authorization from 
the country’s drugs controller general. The global health agency has strongly 
recommended the use of Pfizer’s Paxlovid for treating high-risk patients with mild 
and moderate COVID, while expressing concerns regarding its access in low- and 
middle-income countries.

Taiwan to 
test arrivals 
from China for 
COVID from Jan 1

India-based 
Hetero’s Paxlovid 
generic gets WHO 

backing

Former pope 
Benedict is ‘very 
sick’, Pope Francis 

says

North Korea has fired an 
unprecedented number of missiles 
this year, and many launches were 
designed to develop “top priority” 

strategic weapons under a five-
year plan laid out at a Workers’ 

Party congress in early 2021. 
The list includes tactical nuclear 
weapons, a new intercontinental 

ballistic missile, hypersonic gliding 
flight warheads, nuclear-powered 
submarines and a reconnaissance 

satellite.

KNOW WHAT

Iranian chess player appears at Kazakhstan 
tournament without hijab for second day 
• Law enforcing 
mandatory hijab wearing 
have become a flashpoint 
during Iran protests, 
when 22-year-old 
Iranian Kurdish woman 
Mahsa Amini died 

Reuters | Almaty

An Iranian chess player 
yesterday took part in an 
international tournament 

in Kazakhstan without a hijab 
for the second day running, ac-
cording to a Reuters journalist 

present.
A Reuters witness at the FIDE 

World Rapid and Blitz Chess 
Championships in Almaty, Ka-
zakhstan, saw Sara Khadem com-
peting without a headscarf, a vi-
olation of Iran’s laws governing 
female dress code.

Iran has been swept by demon-
strations against the country’s 
clerical leadership since mid-Sep-
tember, when 22-year-old Iranian 
Kurdish woman Mahsa Amini 
died in the custody of morality 
police who detained her for “in-
appropriate attire.”

Laws enforcing mandatory hi-

jab wearing have become a flash-
point during the protests, with a 
string of sportswomen competing 
overseas appearing without their 
headscarves in public.

Khadem, born in 1997 and also 
known as Sarasadat Khademal-
sharieh, is ranked 804 in the 
world, according to the Interna-
tional Chess Federation website. 
The website for the Dec. 25-30 
event listed her as a participant 
in both the Rapid and Blitz com-
petitions.

Iranian news outlets Khabar-
varzeshi and Etemad in reports 
on Monday said that Khadem had 
competed at the championship in 
Almaty without a hijab.

 Sara Khadem of Iran sits in front of a 
chess board

‘Gift of love’ Waterford crystals placed 
on Times Square New Year’s Eve ball
Reuters | New York

Nearly 200 new Waterford 
crystals were installed 

on the New Year’s Eve ball in 
Times Square in New York on 
Tuesday in preparation for 
Saturday’s celebration to wel-
come in 2023.

Since 1999, replacements for 
the 2,688 crystal panels that 
make up the ball have been 
designed and made by hand 
by Irish craftsmen at Water-
ford. Each year, a new theme 
is chosen.

This year’s theme was the 
“Gift of Love,” incorporating 
intertwining love hearts, said 
Waterford master artisan Tom 
Brennan at the Times Square 
site.

“We need this after the pan-
demic. We’ve all gone through 
an horrendous two years. 
We’ve come out the other side 
of it and we’ve come out better. 
We surround ourselves with 
love. We’ve got everything,” 
he said.

This year, for the first time 
since before the pandemic, 
there will be no COVID-re-
lated restrictions on visitors 
willing to brave the cold and 
crowds of Times Square in 
midtown-Manhattan to count 
down the new year and see 

the ball drop on the stroke of 
midnight.

A worker stands next to the 
Waterford Crystal triangles featuring 
this year’s “Gift of Love” design on 
the Times Square New Year’s Eve Ball 
on the roof of One Times Square in 
Manhattan, New York City, US

Philippines hunts for 26 still missing 
after weekend weather disaster
Reuters | Manila

Rescue teams across nine 
provinces in the Philip-

pines raced yesterday to try to 
locate 26 people missing after 
weekend rains, floods and land-
slides that have killed at least 25 
people, in one of its deadliest 
weather events this year.

The national disaster agency 
on Wednesday said casualties 
reported so far had increased 
to 25 from 17 the previous day, 
with most deaths caused by 
drowning from flash floods.

“Search and rescue operations 
continue, led by the coast guard 
as most of them were missing 
fishermen,” the disaster agen-
cy’s Diego Agustin Mariano told 
DZMM radio.

The rain-induced floods and 
landslides are unlike previous 
disasters in the Philippines, 

which are typically triggered 
by more severe typhoons and 
tropical storms, of which the 
archipelago nation usually sees 
about 20 each year.

The agency also recorded 
more than 300 flooded areas 
and 20 rain-induced landslides, 
which collectively have forced 
more than 80,000 people to take 
shelter in evacuation centres. 
Most of the floods have since 
subsided. Local media showed 
images on Wednesday of peo-
ple crammed in gymnasiums 
turned into evacuation centres 
and residents removing debris 
and cleaning up homes after 
days of heavy rains.

The state weather agency said 
occasional light to moderate 
rains will continue in central 
and southern areas until Thurs-
day.

A rescue worker holds a child while helping people affected by floods, in 
Plaridel, Misamis Occidental Province, Philippines

Kim unveils new military 
goals at key party meeting 

Reuters | Seoul

North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un unveiled new 

goals for the country’s mil-
itary for 2023 at an ongoing 
meeting of the ruling Workers’ 
Party, state media reported on 
Wednesday, hinting at another 
year of intensive weapons tests 
and tension.

On the second day of the 
Sixth Enlarged Plenary Meet-
ing of the party’s 8th Central 
Committee, Kim reviewed the 
“newly created challenging 
situation” on the Korean pen-
insula and the broader political 
landscapes, the report said.

The third-generation leader 
set the direction for the “an-
ti-enemy struggle” and goals 
for reinforcing defence power, 
it added.

“He specified the principles 
of foreign affairs and the di-
rection of the struggle against 
the enemy that our party and 
government must thoroughly 
abide by in order to protect 
sovereign rights and defend 
national interests,” the official 
KCNA news agency said.

“ N e w  c o r e  g o a l s  f o r 
strengthening self-defensive 
capabilities to be strongly 
pursued in 2023 have been 
presented in preparation for 
diverse fluctuations in the 
political situation.”KCNA did 
not provide details on those 
goals, but Kim’s remarks could 
indicate the isolated country 
will continue to accelerate its 
military buildup.

Tension remained high 
throughout this year amid 

the North’s constant weapons 
tests, and it flared again this 
week after five North Korean 
drones crossed into South Ko-
rea, prompting Seoul to scram-
ble fighter jets and attack heli-
copters, and try to shoot them 
down.

During the plenary meeting, 
Kim also pointed out “a se-
ries of serious shortcomings” 
observed in such areas as sci-
ence, education and health 
this year, and suggested ways 
to overcome them and raised 
 key tasks for next year, KCNA 
said. North Korean leaders 
previously made speeches on 
New Year Day, but in recent 
years, Kim has called days-
long party gatherings at the 
end of the year to announce 
major policy decisions.

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un attends the sixth enlarged meeting of the 
eighth Central Committee of the Workers’ Party in Pyongyang, North Korea

Britain urges Iran to stop ‘unfairly 
detaining’ dual nationals
Reuters | London

Britain urged Iran yesterday to 
stop detaining dual nationals 

following the arrest of seven peo-
ple with links to the United King-
dom, saying the practice should 
not be used to obtain “diplomatic 
leverage”.

Iran’s Revolutionary Guards 
arrested the seven people over 
anti-government protests as they 
tried to leave the country on Sun-
day, according to a statement pub-
lished by state media. Some of the 
seven hold dual nationality.

“We are urgently seeking fur-
ther information from the Iranian 
authorities on the reports of those 
British-Iranian dual nationals,” 
British Prime Minister Rishi Su-
nak’s spokesperson told reporters.

“We’ve always said that we will 
never accept our nationals... being 
used for diplomatic leverage and 
we urge the government of Iran 
to stop its practice of unfairly de-
taining British and other foreign 

nationals.”
The reported arrests follow 

unrest triggered by the Sept. 
16 death in detention of Mahsa 
Amini, a 22-year-old Kurdish Ira-
nian who was arrested for wear-
ing “inappropriate attire” under 
Iran’s strict Islamic dress code 
for women.

The protests have posed one 
of the biggest challenges to the 
Shi’ite Muslim-ruled Islamic Re-
public since the 1979 revolution.

Britain’s main opposition La-
bour Party has asked for new 
sanctions on organisations and 
individuals who have been in-
volved in Iran’s crackdown on the 
protests.

“The killings and repression 
being carried out by the Iranian 
regime against courageous Irani-
an protesters seeking a better fu-
ture is appalling,” Labour’s foreign 
affairs spokesman David Lammy 
said in a statement.

“There must be an end to im-
punity.”

Asked about the potential for 
future sanctions on Iran, a Brit-
ish foreign ministry spokesper-
son said it had already imposed 
human rights sanctions on more 
than 40 Iranian officials and the 
entirety of the so-called “Morality 
Police”.

“We will continue to hold Iran 
to account for the shocking vio-
lence they have inflicted on their 
own people,” the spokesperson 
said.

A “let’s go Buffalo” sign is seen behind an abandoned car on the road following a winter storm in Buffalo, New York, U.S. Storm-
weary road crews and residents of western New York state struggled on Tuesday to dig out from a deadly weekend blizzard, with 
snow still falling and forecasts for rapid warming and rains that could cause flooding and turn the frozen landscape to slush. 
The region in and around Buffalo, New York, downwind of Lake Erie and Lake Ontario emerged as ground zero for an Arctic deep 
freeze and massive winter storm that extended over most of the United States last week and through the Christmas holiday as 
far south as the Mexican border.

Buffalo, NY, digs out from deadly blizzard

More than a thousand people evacuated from 
Jordan world heritage site due to flash floods
Wion

In Jordan's Petra thousands of 
visitors had to be evacuated 

from a famed archaeological 
site as heavy rains triggered 
flooding at the UNESCO World 
Heritage Site.

Amman Net reported that 
the evacuations were done to 
ensure the safety of the visitors. 
Reportedly due to the heavy 
rains water from surrounding 
mountains poured down into 
the city located in the south of 
the kingdom.

As per estimates circulating 
on social media websites close 
to 1,700 have been evacuated.

Official sources as per Jor-
dan News said that an inci-
dent involving a bus that was 

tipped over due to torrential 
rains has resulted in the death 
of three people in the Maan 
governorate south of the King-
dom. Maan's energy operations 
centre said that the bus was 

on its way to the Al-Hussein 
Bin Talal University. Following 
the incident, Al-Hussein Bin 
Talal University has suspended 
classes citing unsafe weather  
conditions.

Screen grabs from a video circulating online shows rescuers in action on a bus 
caught in the flash flood

Saudi seizes 30 
tonnes of the 
narcotic khat
AFP | Riyadh

Saudi Arabia yesterday 
said it had seized near-

ly 30 tonnes of the mildly 
narcotic shrub khat this 
month, as part of a larger 
drug crackdown by the oil-
rich kingdom.

Khat, or qat, is a leaf 
which is packed into the 
cheek and slowly chewed, 
releasing chemicals similar 
to amphetamines and re-
sulting in a mild high.

It is very popular in 
Yemen and Horn of Africa 
countries like Ethiopia and 
Somalia.

Saudi border authorities 
seized 29.2 tonnes of khat 
in the country’s south, near 
the border with Yemen, as 
well as in the north, near 
Jordan, according to the 
official Saudi Press Agency.

The shipments were 
seized between December 
3-24, according to SPA.

More than 360 smugglers 
were arrested, most of them 
Yemeni but also some Ethi-
opians and Saudis, it said.

Yemen, mired in civil war 
since 2014 and long the Ara-
bian Peninsula’s poorest 
nation, is a major produc-
er and consumer of khat, 
which is banned in some 
countries but has been part 
of Yemen’s social fabric for 
thousands of years.

The country was once 
best known for its coffee 
industry, but khat profits 
have eclipsed that trade and 
spread into other agricul-
tural lands including Ethi-
opia and Kenya.

Saudi Arabia is also a ma-
jor market for the addictive 
amphetamine called cap-
tagon.

A bundle of khat, or qat, a mildly 
narcotic shrub, at a market in the 
Yemeni capital Sanaaa

Rare hail brings winter white 
to desert hotspot Kuwait
AFP | Kuwait City

Kuwait, one of the hottest 
countries on Earth, has 

been hit by a rare hail storm 
that delighted children and 
their parents, with images of 
the winter white shared widely 
on social media yesterday. 

“We have not seen so much 
hail during the winter season in 
15 years,” Muhammad Karam, a 
former director of Kuwait’s me-
teorological department, said. 

Pictures and videos of south-
ern roads partially blanketed 
in hail and ice spread online 
to celebrate the rare weather 
event.

Children donned scarves and 
raincoats as they scooped up 
hail in the Umm al-Haiman dis-
trict, about 50 kilometres (30 
miles) south of Kuwait City.

Kuwait’s meteorological de-
partment said precipitation 
since Tuesday had reached up 
to 63 millimetres but that the 
weather was clearing up.

Karam said he expects the 
phenomenon to reoccur as cli-
mate change disrupts weather 
patterns. The oil-rich Gulf na-

tion endures blistering summer 
heat, and scientists predict it 
could become unlivable in fu-
ture because of climate change.

In 2016, summer tempera-
tures peaked at 54 degrees Cel-
sius (129 degrees Fahrenheit).

Parts of Kuwait could get 4.5 
degrees Celsius hotter from 
2071 to 2100 compared with 
the historical average, the En-
vironment Public Authority has 
warned.

Pictures and videos of southern roads partially blanketed in wintry white 
spread online to celebrate the rare weather event

Children toss handfuls of hail after a 
winter storm
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Texas admitted as 28th state of the 
Union

French Equatorial Africa separates 
into Gabon, Chad and Ubangi-Shari

Sun Yat-sen elected 1st President of the 
Republic of China

Hong Kong begins slaughtering 
all its chickens to prevent bird flu
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the reports of those 
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Every day & in every 
corner of the world, 

my @UN colleagues 
bring to life the values 
and principles of our 
Organization. I’m pro-
foundly grateful for their 
service & commitment.

@antonioguterres

Co n g r a t u l a t i o n s 
SpaceX Falcon team 

on 60 successful launch-
es this year!!

@elonmusk

We have the tools to 
make sure COVID 

doesn’t leave its mark on 
2023 like it did in years 
past. Use them, protect 
yourself, protect those 
around you. http://COV-
ID.gov.

@POTUS

Today marks a ter-
rible milestone for 

Paul Whelan: Four years 
wrongfully detained in 
Russia, following a se-
cret trial with secret 
evidence. His detention 
remains unacceptable, 
and we continue to press 
for his immediate release 
at every opportunity.

@SecBlinken

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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News in brief 
 u  Former pope Benedict, 
95, who in 2013 became the first 
pontiff in 600 years to step down, 
is “very sick”, his successor Pope 
Francis said yesterday, asking the 
church to pray for him. The Vatican 
later said in a statement Benedict had 
suffered a sudden “worsening” of his 
health in recent hours. It also said his 
condition was “under control” and that he 
was receiving constant medical attention. 
“I would like to ask all of you for a special 
prayer for Pope Emeritus Benedict, who, in 
silence, is sustaining the Church,” Francis 
said in his surprise announcement in Italian 
at the end of his weekly general audience. 
“Let us remember him. He is very sick, asking the Lord to console and sustain 
him in this witness of love for the Church, until the end,” Francis said, speaking 
in Italian. One of the latest known photographs of Benedict was taken on Dec. 
1, when he met the winners of a prize for theologians named after him. He was 

seated and looked exceptionally weak.

u Taiwan will test arrivals from China for 
COVID-19 from Jan. 1 in response to a surge in cases 
there, the government said yesterday, joining other 
countries in stepping up controls on people coming from 
China. Taiwan’s Central Epidemic Command Centre said 
all passengers arriving on direct flights from China, as 
well as by boat at two offshore islands, will have to take 
PCR tests upon arrival. The government will conduct 
virus sequencing for those who arrive from China and 
test positive to track new variants of the coronavirus, 
it said in a statement. The measures, which will run 
until the end of January, do not include those arriving 
from Hong Kong or 

Macau, the centre added.

u India’s Hetero said on Tuesday that 
its generic version of Paxlovid, an antiviral 
treatment for COVID-19 developed by Pfizer 
Inc (PFE.N), was added to the World Health 
Organization’s prequalification list, which 
serves as a benchmark for procurement 
of medicines by developing countries. 
Hetero said it had entered into a licensing 
agreement with the United Nations-backed 
Medicines Patent Pool (MPP) to manufacture 
and sell the generic version of the drug 
in low- and middle-income countries. The 
treatment bundles two nirmatrelvir pills and 
one ritonavir pill and will be manufactured 
at Hetero’s plants in India, where the drug has emergency use authorization from 
the country’s drugs controller general. The global health agency has strongly 
recommended the use of Pfizer’s Paxlovid for treating high-risk patients with mild 
and moderate COVID, while expressing concerns regarding its access in low- and 
middle-income countries.

Taiwan to 
test arrivals 
from China for 
COVID from Jan 1

India-based 
Hetero’s Paxlovid 
generic gets WHO 

backing

Former pope 
Benedict is ‘very 
sick’, Pope Francis 

says

North Korea has fired an 
unprecedented number of missiles 
this year, and many launches were 
designed to develop “top priority” 

strategic weapons under a five-
year plan laid out at a Workers’ 

Party congress in early 2021. 
The list includes tactical nuclear 
weapons, a new intercontinental 

ballistic missile, hypersonic gliding 
flight warheads, nuclear-powered 
submarines and a reconnaissance 

satellite.

KNOW WHAT

Iranian chess player appears at Kazakhstan 
tournament without hijab for second day 
• Law enforcing 
mandatory hijab wearing 
have become a flashpoint 
during Iran protests, 
when 22-year-old 
Iranian Kurdish woman 
Mahsa Amini died 

Reuters | Almaty

An Iranian chess player 
yesterday took part in an 
international tournament 

in Kazakhstan without a hijab 
for the second day running, ac-
cording to a Reuters journalist 

present.
A Reuters witness at the FIDE 

World Rapid and Blitz Chess 
Championships in Almaty, Ka-
zakhstan, saw Sara Khadem com-
peting without a headscarf, a vi-
olation of Iran’s laws governing 
female dress code.

Iran has been swept by demon-
strations against the country’s 
clerical leadership since mid-Sep-
tember, when 22-year-old Iranian 
Kurdish woman Mahsa Amini 
died in the custody of morality 
police who detained her for “in-
appropriate attire.”

Laws enforcing mandatory hi-

jab wearing have become a flash-
point during the protests, with a 
string of sportswomen competing 
overseas appearing without their 
headscarves in public.

Khadem, born in 1997 and also 
known as Sarasadat Khademal-
sharieh, is ranked 804 in the 
world, according to the Interna-
tional Chess Federation website. 
The website for the Dec. 25-30 
event listed her as a participant 
in both the Rapid and Blitz com-
petitions.

Iranian news outlets Khabar-
varzeshi and Etemad in reports 
on Monday said that Khadem had 
competed at the championship in 
Almaty without a hijab.

 Sara Khadem of Iran sits in front of a 
chess board

‘Gift of love’ Waterford crystals placed 
on Times Square New Year’s Eve ball
Reuters | New York

Nearly 200 new Waterford 
crystals were installed 

on the New Year’s Eve ball in 
Times Square in New York on 
Tuesday in preparation for 
Saturday’s celebration to wel-
come in 2023.

Since 1999, replacements for 
the 2,688 crystal panels that 
make up the ball have been 
designed and made by hand 
by Irish craftsmen at Water-
ford. Each year, a new theme 
is chosen.

This year’s theme was the 
“Gift of Love,” incorporating 
intertwining love hearts, said 
Waterford master artisan Tom 
Brennan at the Times Square 
site.

“We need this after the pan-
demic. We’ve all gone through 
an horrendous two years. 
We’ve come out the other side 
of it and we’ve come out better. 
We surround ourselves with 
love. We’ve got everything,” 
he said.

This year, for the first time 
since before the pandemic, 
there will be no COVID-re-
lated restrictions on visitors 
willing to brave the cold and 
crowds of Times Square in 
midtown-Manhattan to count 
down the new year and see 

the ball drop on the stroke of 
midnight.

A worker stands next to the 
Waterford Crystal triangles featuring 
this year’s “Gift of Love” design on 
the Times Square New Year’s Eve Ball 
on the roof of One Times Square in 
Manhattan, New York City, US

Philippines hunts for 26 still missing 
after weekend weather disaster
Reuters | Manila

Rescue teams across nine 
provinces in the Philip-

pines raced yesterday to try to 
locate 26 people missing after 
weekend rains, floods and land-
slides that have killed at least 25 
people, in one of its deadliest 
weather events this year.

The national disaster agency 
on Wednesday said casualties 
reported so far had increased 
to 25 from 17 the previous day, 
with most deaths caused by 
drowning from flash floods.

“Search and rescue operations 
continue, led by the coast guard 
as most of them were missing 
fishermen,” the disaster agen-
cy’s Diego Agustin Mariano told 
DZMM radio.

The rain-induced floods and 
landslides are unlike previous 
disasters in the Philippines, 

which are typically triggered 
by more severe typhoons and 
tropical storms, of which the 
archipelago nation usually sees 
about 20 each year.

The agency also recorded 
more than 300 flooded areas 
and 20 rain-induced landslides, 
which collectively have forced 
more than 80,000 people to take 
shelter in evacuation centres. 
Most of the floods have since 
subsided. Local media showed 
images on Wednesday of peo-
ple crammed in gymnasiums 
turned into evacuation centres 
and residents removing debris 
and cleaning up homes after 
days of heavy rains.

The state weather agency said 
occasional light to moderate 
rains will continue in central 
and southern areas until Thurs-
day.

A rescue worker holds a child while helping people affected by floods, in 
Plaridel, Misamis Occidental Province, Philippines

Kim unveils new military 
goals at key party meeting 

Reuters | Seoul

North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un unveiled new 

goals for the country’s mil-
itary for 2023 at an ongoing 
meeting of the ruling Workers’ 
Party, state media reported on 
Wednesday, hinting at another 
year of intensive weapons tests 
and tension.

On the second day of the 
Sixth Enlarged Plenary Meet-
ing of the party’s 8th Central 
Committee, Kim reviewed the 
“newly created challenging 
situation” on the Korean pen-
insula and the broader political 
landscapes, the report said.

The third-generation leader 
set the direction for the “an-
ti-enemy struggle” and goals 
for reinforcing defence power, 
it added.

“He specified the principles 
of foreign affairs and the di-
rection of the struggle against 
the enemy that our party and 
government must thoroughly 
abide by in order to protect 
sovereign rights and defend 
national interests,” the official 
KCNA news agency said.

“ N e w  c o r e  g o a l s  f o r 
strengthening self-defensive 
capabilities to be strongly 
pursued in 2023 have been 
presented in preparation for 
diverse fluctuations in the 
political situation.”KCNA did 
not provide details on those 
goals, but Kim’s remarks could 
indicate the isolated country 
will continue to accelerate its 
military buildup.

Tension remained high 
throughout this year amid 

the North’s constant weapons 
tests, and it flared again this 
week after five North Korean 
drones crossed into South Ko-
rea, prompting Seoul to scram-
ble fighter jets and attack heli-
copters, and try to shoot them 
down.

During the plenary meeting, 
Kim also pointed out “a se-
ries of serious shortcomings” 
observed in such areas as sci-
ence, education and health 
this year, and suggested ways 
to overcome them and raised 
 key tasks for next year, KCNA 
said. North Korean leaders 
previously made speeches on 
New Year Day, but in recent 
years, Kim has called days-
long party gatherings at the 
end of the year to announce 
major policy decisions.

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un attends the sixth enlarged meeting of the 
eighth Central Committee of the Workers’ Party in Pyongyang, North Korea

Britain urges Iran to stop ‘unfairly 
detaining’ dual nationals
Reuters | London

Britain urged Iran yesterday to 
stop detaining dual nationals 

following the arrest of seven peo-
ple with links to the United King-
dom, saying the practice should 
not be used to obtain “diplomatic 
leverage”.

Iran’s Revolutionary Guards 
arrested the seven people over 
anti-government protests as they 
tried to leave the country on Sun-
day, according to a statement pub-
lished by state media. Some of the 
seven hold dual nationality.

“We are urgently seeking fur-
ther information from the Iranian 
authorities on the reports of those 
British-Iranian dual nationals,” 
British Prime Minister Rishi Su-
nak’s spokesperson told reporters.

“We’ve always said that we will 
never accept our nationals... being 
used for diplomatic leverage and 
we urge the government of Iran 
to stop its practice of unfairly de-
taining British and other foreign 

nationals.”
The reported arrests follow 

unrest triggered by the Sept. 
16 death in detention of Mahsa 
Amini, a 22-year-old Kurdish Ira-
nian who was arrested for wear-
ing “inappropriate attire” under 
Iran’s strict Islamic dress code 
for women.

The protests have posed one 
of the biggest challenges to the 
Shi’ite Muslim-ruled Islamic Re-
public since the 1979 revolution.

Britain’s main opposition La-
bour Party has asked for new 
sanctions on organisations and 
individuals who have been in-
volved in Iran’s crackdown on the 
protests.

“The killings and repression 
being carried out by the Iranian 
regime against courageous Irani-
an protesters seeking a better fu-
ture is appalling,” Labour’s foreign 
affairs spokesman David Lammy 
said in a statement.

“There must be an end to im-
punity.”

Asked about the potential for 
future sanctions on Iran, a Brit-
ish foreign ministry spokesper-
son said it had already imposed 
human rights sanctions on more 
than 40 Iranian officials and the 
entirety of the so-called “Morality 
Police”.

“We will continue to hold Iran 
to account for the shocking vio-
lence they have inflicted on their 
own people,” the spokesperson 
said.

A “let’s go Buffalo” sign is seen behind an abandoned car on the road following a winter storm in Buffalo, New York, U.S. Storm-
weary road crews and residents of western New York state struggled on Tuesday to dig out from a deadly weekend blizzard, with 
snow still falling and forecasts for rapid warming and rains that could cause flooding and turn the frozen landscape to slush. 
The region in and around Buffalo, New York, downwind of Lake Erie and Lake Ontario emerged as ground zero for an Arctic deep 
freeze and massive winter storm that extended over most of the United States last week and through the Christmas holiday as 
far south as the Mexican border.

Buffalo, NY, digs out from deadly blizzard

More than a thousand people evacuated from 
Jordan world heritage site due to flash floods
Wion

In Jordan's Petra thousands of 
visitors had to be evacuated 

from a famed archaeological 
site as heavy rains triggered 
flooding at the UNESCO World 
Heritage Site.

Amman Net reported that 
the evacuations were done to 
ensure the safety of the visitors. 
Reportedly due to the heavy 
rains water from surrounding 
mountains poured down into 
the city located in the south of 
the kingdom.

As per estimates circulating 
on social media websites close 
to 1,700 have been evacuated.

Official sources as per Jor-
dan News said that an inci-
dent involving a bus that was 

tipped over due to torrential 
rains has resulted in the death 
of three people in the Maan 
governorate south of the King-
dom. Maan's energy operations 
centre said that the bus was 

on its way to the Al-Hussein 
Bin Talal University. Following 
the incident, Al-Hussein Bin 
Talal University has suspended 
classes citing unsafe weather  
conditions.

Screen grabs from a video circulating online shows rescuers in action on a bus 
caught in the flash flood

Saudi seizes 30 
tonnes of the 
narcotic khat
AFP | Riyadh

Saudi Arabia yesterday 
said it had seized near-

ly 30 tonnes of the mildly 
narcotic shrub khat this 
month, as part of a larger 
drug crackdown by the oil-
rich kingdom.

Khat, or qat, is a leaf 
which is packed into the 
cheek and slowly chewed, 
releasing chemicals similar 
to amphetamines and re-
sulting in a mild high.

It is very popular in 
Yemen and Horn of Africa 
countries like Ethiopia and 
Somalia.

Saudi border authorities 
seized 29.2 tonnes of khat 
in the country’s south, near 
the border with Yemen, as 
well as in the north, near 
Jordan, according to the 
official Saudi Press Agency.

The shipments were 
seized between December 
3-24, according to SPA.

More than 360 smugglers 
were arrested, most of them 
Yemeni but also some Ethi-
opians and Saudis, it said.

Yemen, mired in civil war 
since 2014 and long the Ara-
bian Peninsula’s poorest 
nation, is a major produc-
er and consumer of khat, 
which is banned in some 
countries but has been part 
of Yemen’s social fabric for 
thousands of years.

The country was once 
best known for its coffee 
industry, but khat profits 
have eclipsed that trade and 
spread into other agricul-
tural lands including Ethi-
opia and Kenya.

Saudi Arabia is also a ma-
jor market for the addictive 
amphetamine called cap-
tagon.

A bundle of khat, or qat, a mildly 
narcotic shrub, at a market in the 
Yemeni capital Sanaaa

Rare hail brings winter white 
to desert hotspot Kuwait
AFP | Kuwait City

Kuwait, one of the hottest 
countries on Earth, has 

been hit by a rare hail storm 
that delighted children and 
their parents, with images of 
the winter white shared widely 
on social media yesterday. 

“We have not seen so much 
hail during the winter season in 
15 years,” Muhammad Karam, a 
former director of Kuwait’s me-
teorological department, said. 

Pictures and videos of south-
ern roads partially blanketed 
in hail and ice spread online 
to celebrate the rare weather 
event.

Children donned scarves and 
raincoats as they scooped up 
hail in the Umm al-Haiman dis-
trict, about 50 kilometres (30 
miles) south of Kuwait City.

Kuwait’s meteorological de-
partment said precipitation 
since Tuesday had reached up 
to 63 millimetres but that the 
weather was clearing up.

Karam said he expects the 
phenomenon to reoccur as cli-
mate change disrupts weather 
patterns. The oil-rich Gulf na-

tion endures blistering summer 
heat, and scientists predict it 
could become unlivable in fu-
ture because of climate change.

In 2016, summer tempera-
tures peaked at 54 degrees Cel-
sius (129 degrees Fahrenheit).

Parts of Kuwait could get 4.5 
degrees Celsius hotter from 
2071 to 2100 compared with 
the historical average, the En-
vironment Public Authority has 
warned.

Pictures and videos of southern roads partially blanketed in wintry white 
spread online to celebrate the rare weather event

Children toss handfuls of hail after a 
winter storm
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C I N E M A

Across
1- Joins; 6- CPR experts; 10- Possesses; 13- Really bother; 14- Still life subject; 15- Soft shoes; 
16- Very hard mineral; 17- Bibliography abbr.; 18- Poker stake; 19- Show to a table; 20- Knotty; 
22- Strikes; 24- Takes by theft; 28- Enough!; 31- Old French expression meaning “goodbye”; 
32- Part of Hispaniola; 34- Diamond authority; 36- Sign; 37- Embrace; 38- Confide; 41- Unit of 
energy; 42- One of the Baldwins; 44- One of the Gershwins; 45- Some locks; 47- Capital on the 
Red River; 49- One of the Furies; 51- Sagacious; 53- Intones; 56- Flair; 59- Jets or Sharks; 61- Word 
that can precede hygiene, tradition and agreement.; 64- Switch back?; 65- Lute of India; 66- 
White House staffer; 67- House rodents; 68- Honshu port; 69- Rock’s ___ Fighters; 70- Tibetan 
oxen; 71- Cut into small pieces;

Down
1- Goes out with; 2- Chair designer Charles; 3- Starters; 4- Cocktail; 5- Porcine pad; 6- Nevertheless; 
7- First name in spydom; 8- Nicholas II was the last Russian one; 9- Vends; 10- Sweetie; 11- Do one’s 
part?; 12- Wind dir.; 15- Got by; 20- Third sign of the zodiac; 21- JFK posting; 23- Carry; 25- Actress 
Anouk; 26- Ogles; 27- Had the mic, say; 29- Bucolic; 30- Flightless bird; 32- Hawaiian dances; 
33- Representative; 35- Human mind; 37- Gag reflex?; 39- Musical syllable; 40- See ya!; 43- Pair; 
46- Not so short; 48- Give ___ rest; 50- Resounds; 52- Antagonist; 54- Golden Horde member; 
55- Reptile; 57- Type of song, to be sung solo; 58- Rooster; 60- Diploma holder; 61- Bumbler; 
62- ___ Grande; 63- Flurry; 65- Distress call;

S U D O K U C R O S S W O R D

Yesterday’s solution Yesterday’s solution

How to play
Place a number in the empty boxes in such 
a way that each row across, each column 
down and each 9-box square contains all 
of the numbers from one to nine. 

CELEBScelebs

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2022

SHOTGUN WEDDING 

(PG-15) (COMEDY/ACTION/ROMANTIC) (NEW)
JENNIFER LOPEZ, JOSH DUHAMEL, JENNIFER 
COOLIDGE
OASIS JUFFAIR (ATMOS): 12.00 + 2.15 + 4.30 + 
6.45 + 9.00 + 11.15 PM
OASIS JUFFAIR (VIP): 11.30 AM + 1.45 + 4.00 + 
6.15 + 8.30 + 10.45 PM
CITY CENTRE: 10.30 AM + 12.45 + 3.00 + 5.15 + 
7.30 + 9.45 + 12.00 MN + (12.30 MN THURS/FRI)
SEEF (I): 12.30 + 2.45 + 5.00 + 7.15 + 9.30 + 11.45 
PM + (12.30 MN THURS/FRI)
WADI AL SAIL: 12.15 + 2.30 + 4.45 + 7.00 + 9.15 
+ 11.30 PM

SHALABY 

(PG) (ARABIC/COMEDY/DRAMA) (NEW) 
KARIM MAHMOUD ABDEL AZIZ, RUBY, BAYOUMI 
FOUAD
OASIS JUFFAIR: 12.15 + 2.30 + 4.45 + 7.00 + 9.15 
+ 11.30 PM
CITY CENTRE: 12.30 + 2.45 + 5.00 + 7.15 + 9.30 
+ 11.45 PM
SEEF (I): 10.30 AM + 12.45 + 3.00 + 5.15 + 7.30 + 
9.45 + 12.00 MN
WADI AL SAIL: 12.00 + 2.15 + 4.30 + 6.45 + 9.00 
+ 11.15 PM

THE SMURFS: NEXT ADVENTURES 

(G)(ANIMATION/ADVENTURE/COMEDY) (NEW) 
SANDRA ASRATIAN, VINCENT BROES, TESS 
BRYANT
OASIS JUFFAIR:(KIDS CINEMA):12.00 + 2.00 + 
4.00 + 6.00 + 8.00 + 10.00 PM
CITY CENTRE:11.00 AM + 1.00 + 3.00 + 5.00 PM
SEEF (II) : 10.30 AM + 12.30 + 2.30 + 4.30 + 6.30 + 
8.30 + 10.30 PM
WADI AL SAIL: 10.30 AM + 12.15 + 2.15 + 4.15 PM

SUMMIT FEVER 

(PG-15) (ADVENTURE/DRAMA) (NEW)
FREDDIE THORP, RYAN PHILLIPPE, HANNAH NEW
OASIS JUFFAIR: 12.30 + 3.00 + 5.30 + 8.00 + 
10.30 PM
CITY CENTRE: 10.30 AM + 3.30 + 8.30 PM
SEEF (II):11.30 AM + 2.00 + 4.30 + 7.00 + 9.30 + 
12.00 MN
WADI AL SAIL: 6.15 + 8.45 + 11.15 PM

OH MERI LAILA 

(PG-13) (MALAYALAM) (NEW)
ANTONY VARGHESE, SENTHIL KRISHNA, NANDU
OASIS JUFFAIR:2.45 + 8.15 PM
SEEF (I): 12.30 + 3.15 + 6.00 + 8.45 + 11.30 PM

AL HAMRA :ON THURS 29th: 12.00 NOON + 3.00 
+ 6.00 PM
AL HAMRA :FROM FRI 30th  : 12.00 NOON + 
9.00 PM

RAANGI 

(15+) (TAMIL) (NEW) 
TRISHA KRISHNAN, ANASWARA RAJAN, JOHN 
MAHENDRAN
FROM FRI 30th     
SEEF (I):2.00 + 7.15 PM

SEMBI 

(PG-15) (TAMIL) (NEW)
ASHWIN KUMAR, KOVAI SARALA, JEEVAN
FROM FRI 30th     
SEEF (I): 11.15 AM + 4.30 + 9.45 PM

DJINN 

() (MALAYALAM) (NEW)
SHINE TOM CHACKO, SIDHARTH BHARATHAN, 
SOUBIN SHAHIR
FROM FRI 30th     
OASIS JUFFAIR:12.00 + 5.30 + 11.00 PM
SEEF (I): 12.45 + 3.30 + 6.15 + 9.00 + 11.45 PM
AL HAMAR:3.00 + (12.00 MN FRI)

AVATAR: THE WAY OF WATER 

(PG-15) (ACTION/ADVENTURE/FANTASY) 
SAM WORTHINGTON, ZOE SALDANA, SIGOURNEY 
WEAVER
OASIS JUFFAIR: 12.00 + 3.45 + 7.30 + 11.15 PM
OASIS JUFFAIR (3D): 11.00 AM + 2.45 + 6.30 + 
10.15 PM
CITY CENTRE: 1.15 + 5.00 + 8.45 + (12.30 MN 
THURS/FRI) 
CITY CENTRE:(ATMOS): 12.45 + 4.30 + 8.15 + 
12.00 MN

CITY CENTRE (IMAX3D): 12.15 + 4.00 + 7.45 + 
11.30 PM
CITY CENTRE:(3D): 11.45 AM + 3.30 + 7.15 + 11.00 
PM
SEEF (I): 1.00 + 4.45 + 8.30 + (12.15 MN THURS/
FRI)
SEEF (II): 12.30 + 4.15 + 8.00 + 11.45 PM
SEEF (II) (3D):11.30 AM + 3.15 + 7.00 + 10.45 PM
WADI AL SAIL: 11.45 AM + 3.30 + 7.15 + 11.00 PM
WADI AL SAIL (3D): 10.45 AM + 2.30 + 6.15 + 
10.00 PM

KAAPA 

(PG-15) (MALAYALAM)
PRITHIVRAJ SUKUMARAN, ASIF ALI, INDRANS
OASIS JUFFAIR: 11.30 AM + 2.15 + 5.00 + 7.45 + 
10.30 PM
SEEF (II): 12.00 + 2.45 + 5.30 + 8.15 + 11.00 PM
AL HAMRA :ON THURS 29th: 9.00 + 12.00 MN
AL HAMRA :FROM FRI 30th  : 6.00 PM

PUSS IN BOOTS: THE LAST WISH 

(PG) (ANIMATION/ACTION/ADVENTURE/COMEDY)
ANTONIO BANDERAS, SALMA HAYEK, OLIVIA 
COLMAN
CITY CENTRE: 12.00 + 2.15 + 4.30 + 6.45 PM
SEEF (II): 11.30 AM + 1.45 + 4.00 + 6.15 + 8.30 + 
10.45 PM
WADI AL SAIL: 10.45 AM + 3.45 + 8.45 PM

CIRKUS 

(PG) (HINDI/COMEDY/DRAMA)
RANVEER SINGH, JACQUELINE FERNANDEZ, 
POOJA HEGDE        
OASIS JUFFAIR:11.30 AM + 2.15 + 5.00 + 7.45 + 
10.30 PM
SEEF (II): 12.00 + 2.45 + 5.30 + 8.15 + 11.00 PM

WADI AL SAIL:1.00 + 6.00 + 11.00 PM

MINDCAGE 

(PG-15) (THRILLER/CRIME) 
JOHN MALKOVICH, MARTIN LAWRENCE, MELISSA 
ROXBURGH
CITY CENTRE: 7.00 + 9.15 + 11.30 PM
SEEF (II): 11.45 AM + 2.00 + 4.15 + 6.30 + 8.45 + 
11.00 PM

DETECTIVE KNIGHT 2: REDEMPTION 

(PG-15) (ACTION/THIRLLER) 
BRUCE WILLIS, COREY LARGE, LOCHLYN MUNRO
CITY CENTRE:11.15 AM + 4.45 + 10.15 PM
SEEF (II):12.45 + 5.00 + 9.15 PM

BLACK PANTHER: WAKANDA FOREVER 

(PG-13) (ACTION/ADVENTURE/THRILLER/DRAMA/
SCI-FICTION)
ANGELA BASSETT, LETITIA WRIGHT, WINSTON 
DUKE
CITY CENTRE: 1.30 + 7.00 PM
SEEF (II): 10.30 AM + 1.30 + 4.45 + 8.00 + 11.15 
PM

AS GOOD AS DEAD 

(PG-15) (ACTION) 
MICHAEL JAI WHITE, TOM BERENGER, LUCA 
ORIEL
CITY CENTRE: 9.00 + 11.00 PM
SEEF (II): 10.45 AM + 3.00 + 7.15 + 11.30 PM

BLACK ADAM 

(PG-13) (ACTION/ADVENTURE/FANTASY) 
DWAYNE JOHNSON, ALDIS HODGE, NOAH 
CENTINEO
CITY CENTRE:1.00 + 6.00 + 11.00 PM

Nicolas Cage’s snake tried to hypnotise him
Celebretainment | Los Angeles

Nicolas Cage’s pet snake 
tried to “hypnotise” 
him.

The 58-year-old actor has a 
range of animals at home, in-
cluding a pig, a Maine Coon cat 
named Merlin, and terrapins, 
and the creatures have served 
as inspiration for his work over 
the years.

He said: “Sometimes the an-
imals can help, especially the 
reptiles.

“At one time I had a cobra, and 
it would try to hypnotise me by 
showing me the pattern of an 
eye on its back and then turning 
around to attack.

“I used that in ‘Ghost Rider’, 
where my character would do 

that weird Axl Rose dancing and 
then attack.”

When it came to making ‘Pig’, 
a “horrible nightmare” Nicolas 
had had about his feline friend 
proved invaluable to informing 
his performance.

He said: “Merlin was a big 
inspiration for ‘Pig’. When I 
first met [writer-director] Mi-
chael Sarnoski, we talked about 
what [my character] Rob is go-
ing through.

“Of course, it’s the loss of the 
pig but also some deeper grief 
from the past.

“I had this horrible nightmare 
about Merlin, and that was a 
gift, in a weird way, because I 
felt the loss as if something ter-
rible had really happened to 
him.”

Daniel Craig prepares well 
for Knives Out monologues
Celebretainment | Los Angeles

Daniel Craig puts a lot of ef-
fort into his ‘Knives Out’ 

monologues.
The 54-year-old actor re-

prises his role as sleuth Benoit 
Blanc in the sequel ‘Glass On-
ion’ and revealed that he puts 
a lot of preparation into the 
lengthy speeches where he 
explains how he has solved the 
murder mystery.

Speaking to ComicBook.
com, Daniel said: “I work 
as hard as I can before 
we start to sort of get it 
into myself so it’s in my 
body, so that when we get 
to set, it sort of like, it’s 
not a thought.”

T h e  f o r m e r 
James Bond star 
relies heavily on 
director Rian 
Johnson and 
tries to ignore 
his alter ego’s 
distinctive ac-
cent during 
t h e  m o n o -
logues.

H e  e x -
p l a i n e d :  “ I 
rely on Rian a 
whole heap. I, 
kind of, present 

something, I’ll come and say, 
what about this? And then he 
goes, ‘Great, let’s try this and 
let’s try this.’ And it evolves 
as we shoot it, which is the 
best way.

“But I just wanna be as 
prepped as I possibly can so 
that I’m not having to think 
about the accent, think about 
the lines, it’s just, it’s there. 
It’s there on call. And then I 
can also throw it away and do 
something else.”

Rian also reflected on 
the amount of prepara-
tion Daniel does for the 
speeches and revealed 
that he always looks for-

ward to the scenes in 
question.

The filmmak-
er said: “With 

the first mov-
ie and then 
a l s o  w i t h 
t h i s  o n e , 
w i t h  t h a t 
last section 
that you’re 

talking about, 
the thing I love 

about murder 
mysteries is the 

detective holding 
court and solving 
it at the end.

Gwen Stefani uses tabloid newspaper 
to decorate her bathroom
IANS | Los Angeles

Singer Gwen Stefani’s bath-
room is decorated with tab-

loid newspapers.
Splitting her time between 

LA and a newly-built ranch 
in Oklahoma since tying the 
knot with country singer 
Blake Shelton, 46, in 2021, 
the 53-year-old pop star 
revealed that the pair 
decided to cover one of 
the bathrooms “wall 
to wall” with front 
pages, reports ace-
showbiz.com.

“Blake and I 
will lay in bed 
and watch the tu-
torials of people 
that would take 
a palette and 
see what they 
would create 
with it .  You 
k n o w  w h a t 
we do have? 
When we built 
our house last 
year in Okla-

homa, one of the bathrooms 
going out to the pool is every 
single tabloid cover, made into 
wallpaper. You go in there and 
you’re like, ‘Oh my God.’ It’s 
pretty funny,” she said.

Meanwhile, the ‘Hollaback 
Girl’ hitmaker started her ca-
reer as the lead singer of rock 
band ‘No Doubt’ and enjoyed 

massive success in the 1990s 
with songs such as ‘Don’t 
Speak’ but admitted that 
she has “no idea” if a 
reunion will ever come 
about but teased that 

“anything can hap-
pen.”

She told WSJ 
Magazine, “What 
are the odds of 
anything? I was 
just on ‘The Drew 
Barrymore Show’. 
She was one of 
my favourite ce-
lebrities when I 
was a little girl, 
and now I was 
just on the show 
with her. Any-

Nicolas Cage

Gwen Stefani

Daniel Craig



Sayed Kadhem aldurazi & sons B.S.c. 
close has a vacancy for the occupation of 
ELECTRICIAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39334023 or sayedshubbar@
skaldurazi.com
Sayed Kadhem aldurazi & sons B.S.c. 
close has a vacancy for the occupation of 
LABOURER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39334023 or sayedshubbar@
skaldurazi.com
ALDOOR EXCAVATION & BUILDING 
CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of HEAVY VEHICLE 
DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17877246 or zainabhr@aldoorbh.
com
ALDOOR EXCAVATION & BUILDING 
CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER/
OPERATOR(EARTH MOVING MACHINES), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17877246 or zainabhr@aldoorbh.com
TEAM CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39289289 or 
teamco98@gmail.com
AREENA CONTRACTOR GROUP CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17245222 or ALANSARI@
AREENAGROUP.COM
DREAM PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36094012 or HRD@DREAMGROUP.
BH
PASTA EXPRESS has a vacancy for the 
occupation of COOK(GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17780161 or 
HRHEAD@PASTAEXPRESSGROUP.COM
ARCAL W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of ALUMINIUM TECHNICIAN 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17701900 or hrd@arcal.biz
Secure Me W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17749697 or 
secure.me@live.com
VIBRANT SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17615858 or 
JALALEBRAHIM@GMAIL.COM
INTERNATIONAL SECURITY SERVICES 
CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SECURITY GUARD, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 38080801 or HR@
issbh.com
Chemco Plastic Bahrain W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of LABOURER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17464159 or vijaysharma@chemcogulf.com
PARAMJIT CARGO W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38354539 or 
PARAM.BH.PK@GMAIL.COM
ALMUSHEER PHONES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
32236612 or JONYSANT84@GMAIL.COM
BAB AL URMI UPHOLSTERY- Bahraini 
partnership company has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34659511 or 
UBAYDUL7871@GMAIL.COM
Curry Cafe W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of COOK(GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 32354271 or 
CURRYCAFE2020@GMAIL.COM
PINANGS CAFE AND RESTURANT has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WAITER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33332219 or ZAYOON.DOC@HOTMAIL.COM
DAMAS MEDICAL CENTER W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MANAGER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33882878 or DAMASCENTER.BH@GMAIL.COM
ERAJ CONSULTANCY CO W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
MANAGER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 35947209 or ASMA.MINHAS005@
GMAIL.COM
MAZMIZ YASALAM W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WAITER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 38700027 or salwa@
al-abraaj.com
FIYA TRADING AND CONTRACTING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 34324084 or shafianachal@
gmail.com
AL MAHAIZA SWEETS W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33587705 or 
ABDULLAP7705@GMAIL.COM
SMSA SUPPORT SERVICES CO W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CUSTOMER SERVICES AGENT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17007672 or 
WHUBAIL@SMSAEXPRESS.COM
NEMO OTHER MARKETING AND 
PROMOTIONS W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33657400 or 
FAISALAJAZ446@GMAIL.COM
REGAL MAINTENANCE & SERVICES 

W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39770065 or REGALMSERVICES@
OUTLOOK.COM
EVER GREEN TRADING CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33039198 or AQEEL.RAWALIA@GMAIL.
COM
INFORAD TECHNOLOGIES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY SPECIALIST, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39693569 or 
waleed.alsaif@inforadtech.com
ALZAEEM ADVERTISING BAHRAINI 
PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36331134 or 
QHQHISHAM@GMAIL.COM
TRIPLE S MAINTENANCE SERVICES 
BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33877123 or TRIPLES285@GMAIL.COM
IDEALISTIC MAN CONSULTANCY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SALES AGENT, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 38889400 or 
IDEALLMRANMUHAMMAD@GMAIL.COM
NEW EXTREME SPORTS TRADING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 32284372 or JIJUMK@GMAIL.COM
JAMAL JASIM FOR INTERIOR 
DECORATION has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35306735 or 
JAMALJASIMBH@GMAIL.COM
THEYAPCO INTERIOR DECORATION 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39802990
KOON TUND BEST SERVICES CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
ACCOUNTANT, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 34541886 or SD.DEC2021@
GMAIL.COM
FADEL ABBAS AL QATTAN AUTO 
SPARE PARTS STORE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39861666 or 
FADELALQATTAN94@GMAIL.COM
CRYSTAL WORLD FOR BUILDING 
COMPLETION has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35609260 or 
SARATARFIBH@GMAIL.COM
CRYSTAL WORLD FOR BUILDING 
COMPLETION has a vacancy for the 
occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35609260 or 
SARATARFIBH@GMAIL.COM
ATTRACT INTERIOR DECORATION W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33418254 or ATTRACTDECORWLL@
GMAIL.COM
Secure Me W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17749697 or 
secure.me@live.com
VIBRANT SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17615858 or 
JALALEBRAHIM@GMAIL.COM
DREAM PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36094012 or HRD@DREAMGROUP.BH
Mechanical Contracting & Services 
Company W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of LABOURER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36937988 or MCSC@
MCSCWLL.COM
Mechanical Contracting & Services 
Company W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of PAINTER(CONSTRUCTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36937988 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM
SHUTDOWN MAINTENANCE SERVICES 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WELDER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17742961 or SMSWLL@BATELCO.
COM.BH
BNP PARIBAS has a vacancy for 
the occupation of INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY SPECIALIST, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17866188 or 
MEA.RECRUITMENT@BNPPARIBAS.COM
LAZER AUTO SERVICES. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CAR WASHER/
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17744999 or AAREFHEJRES66@
GMAIL.COM
LAZER AUTO SERVICES. W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
STOREKEEPER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17744999 or 
AAREFHEJRES66@GMAIL.COM
RAMSIS ENGINEERING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MECHANICAL 
HELPER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17830801 or HR@RAMSIS.COM.BH
SANTY EXCAVATION AND 
CONSTRUCTION COMPANY W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of MASON, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17401013 or SANTEC.GLORVS@GMAIL.

COM
SANTY EXCAVATION AND CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CARPENTER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17401013 or SANTEC.
GLORVS@GMAIL.COM
AREENA CONTRACTOR GROUP CO. W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17245222 or ALANSARI@AREENAGROUP.COM
ALEDRISI UNITED CONTRACTING has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39669117 or EDRISIGROUP@HOTMAIL.COM
DREAM PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36094012 or HRD@DREAMGROUP.BH
QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36094012 or hrd@
dreamgroup.bh
AL HILAL HOSPITAL COMPANY - BSC 
(CLOSED) has a vacancy for the occupation 
of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17344700 or HRD@
ALHILALHEALTHCARE.COM
MAGIC SHINE CLEANING CO. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36509129 or info@magicshinebh.com
ELITE FACILITY MANAGEMENT CO W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17382228 or MUSTAFA@ELITEFMC.COM
The K - Hotel has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17360000 or hussain.abbas@
gulfhotelbahrain.com
Kansas Contracting has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34182435 or 
hussainch435@gmail.com
AlMansoori Workover Service W.L.L. has 
a vacancy for the occupation of RIGGER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36502555 or talshaala@almansoori.biz
POWER TECH DEVELOPMENT W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
ELECTRICAL FITTER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34010755 or gm@
powertechdevelopment.com
AL HAMAR JEWELLERY GOLDSMITH has 
a vacancy for the occupation of JEWELRY 
GOLDSMITH (GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35456929 or OMAR.
ALHAMAR@GMAIL.COM
CHOCOMELT has a vacancy for the 
occupation of COOK(ASSISTANT), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36843013 or 
INFO@AHOLDING.COM.BH
DELTA SUPPORT SERVICES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33999840 or MOHAMMED@DELTA-SS.ME
INFORAD TECHNOLOGIES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY SPECIALIST, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39693569 or 
waleed.alsaif@inforadtech.com
SUDAN STORE MARKETING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of ACCOUNTANT, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36652098 or MOSHRIG1991@GMAIL.COM
NEW EXTREME SPORTS TRADING W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
32284372 or JIJUMK@GMAIL.COM
AL-AYES BUSINESS SUPPORT SERVICES 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
TECHNICIAN WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33381174 or 
AKRAMAIES909@GMAIL.COM
SYNERGIA COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33083151 or 
SHYJUARAMAM@GMAIL.COM
KAYAN REHABILITATION CENTER 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 77079889 or HAIFA.AL7AMAR@
GMAIL.COM
DOURAJ MAINTENANCE AND CLEANING 
SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33179673 or 
MIANKAMRANARSHAD91@GMAIL.COM
BAJWA DOCUMENT CLEARANCE has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34353600 or BAJWADOCUMENTS@YAHOO.
COM
PERFECT LAND REAL ESTATE AND 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33414177 or 
ABDULLAZULAIKH12@GMAIL.COM
MIDAS TRADING CO. BRANCH OF A 
FOREIGN COMPANY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MANAGER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39460030 or MGR.
ADMIN@MIDASFURNITURE.COM
AL RAYA INTERNATIONAL CONSTRUCTION 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
HEAVY DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 66612224 or ALIALI3332010@
GMAIL.COM
ADNAN CONSTRUCTION OF FLOATING 
STRUCTURES COMPANY W.L.L has a 

vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35935010 or SERVICEMONICA9@GMAIL.COM
ALNOOR INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLERK, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17736773 or roonlasc@batelco.com.bh
SAYED ABDULLA AHMED ALAWI ALI/ 
DAR ALHUSSAIN - 14635 has a vacancy 
for the occupation of FISHERMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17456276 or 
SAYEDABDULLA999@GMAIL.COM
OMAR H. R. ALRUMETHI / DHEYAA 
MARZOOQ-4072 has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SEAMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33133566 or 
OMAR33133566@ICLOUD.COM
AESHA EBRAHIM MOHAMMED ALKAABI 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
LABOURER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17811604 or kmkbn@gmail.com
BAHRAIN SERVICES & MAINTENANCE 
COMPANY B.S.C. (CLOSED) has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39468574 or 
aqeel@basma.com.bh
MAHMOOD AKBAR ALIREZA 
CONTRACTING CO W L L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CARPENTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17458080 or 
INFO@MAARGCMS.COM
ALMUNTAZAH MARKET has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SECTION MANAGER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17346000 or HR@ALMEER.COM.BH
THE COUNTRY CLUB W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CHEF, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17728144 or 
Employment@hasanmansouri.com
GULF HOTELS GROUP - GULF HOTEL 
has a vacancy for the occupation of ROOM 
ATTENDANT, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17713000 or hussain.abbas@
gulfhotelbahrain.com
GENERAL CONTRACTING & TRADING 
SERVICES CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CARPENTER(FURNITURE), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17700663 or info@gcts-bahrain.com
UNION PRESS COMPANY W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36060500 or MD@UNIONGROUP.CC
ISA BIN MUBARAK ALKOBAISI W.L.L. has 
a vacancy for the occupation of LABOURER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17732002 or MD1@ALKOBISIGROUP.COM
YOUSIF MOHAMMED ALMANSOORI Co 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17224209 or 
MANSOORITRANS@HOTMAIL.COM
BAHRAIN TOURISM COMPANY - CROWNE 
PLAZA BAHRAIN W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of ROOM ATTENDANT, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17525848 or HASSANALI.MOHSIN@
YAHOO.COM
ADNAN BUILDING CONTRACTING CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of DRAFTSMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17701569 or 
NAWAKHDHA2058@GMAIL.COM
Hassan mahmood general trading wll has 
a vacancy for the occupation of LABOURER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39605220 or MAHMOA@SPU.EDU
Hassan Mahmood and Sons Stores Co. 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
LABOURER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39890989 or MAHMOA@SPU.EDU
SHUTDOWN MAINTENANCE SERVICES 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WELDER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17742961 or SMSWLL@BATELCO.
COM.BH
BAHRAIN SERVICES & MAINTENANCE 
COMPANY B.S.C. (CLOSED) has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39468574 or 
aqeel@basma.com.bh
SHUTDOWN MAINTENANCE SERVICES 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17742961 or SMSWLL@BATELCO.
COM.BH
AFAAQ ALKALIJ EXCAVATION & 
BUILDING EQUIPMENTS RENNTAL BSC 
closed has a vacancy for the occupation of 
LABOURER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 13644244 or afaaqalkhalij@gmail.com
Haider gallary wooden work has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CARPENTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17785149 or 
info@haiderwood.com
GULF REFRACTORY & INSULATION CO 
B.S.C (C) has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CARPENTER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17631232 or faisalashoor@
gmail.com
NASS ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING CO. 
(W.L.L) has a vacancy for the occupation of 
FOREMAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39470985 or yousif@aanass.net
THREE S GENERAL TRADING has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39609693 or AALSHOOK@YAHOO.COM

ALAHAD CAFETERIA has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(JUICE & 
SANDWICHES), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33387275 or thestudentworld@
hotmail.com
NASS LANDSCAPES has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CARPENTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39470985 or 
yousif@aanass.net
ALBADO CONTRACTING has 
a vacancy for the occupation of 
PAINTER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39636363 or 
ALBADOCENTRE@GMAIL.COM
EHSAAN ALKHAIR CONSTRUCTION has 
a vacancy for the occupation of HEAVY 
DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39681440 or ABDULLAALHAIKI@
HOTMAIL.COM
JUST PERFECT has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39458278 or 
GADEERVIDEO@YAHOO.COM
OLD PALACE CARS SPERPARTS has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MANAGER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39653597 or YASEENO@GMAIL.COM
TURK MECHANICAL INDUSTRIES 
CO.W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation 
of TOOL AND PATTERN MAKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33878887 or 
ALITURK@TURK.BH
SUPER CITY AWNINGS AND BLIND has 
a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
ASSISTANT, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39991192 or DHIYAALASFOOR@
HOTMAIL.COM
SOHAR INDUSTRIAL MAINTENCE 
EST has a vacancy for the occupation 
of MECHANICAL TECHNICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36612922 or 
SAYED.ABDULLA@YAHOO.COM
MODERN MECHANICAL ELECTRICAL & 
TRANSPORT CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17708888 or 
lmra@mmetc.com
NISSAN TRADING CENTRE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39631515 or 
BANFSAJ@HOTMAIL.COM
MY DECOR W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CARPENTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17646414 or 
MYDECOR@LIVE.COM
JASIM M. ALI A.REDHA KADHEM / IMAN 
ALKHAYR-11639 has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SEAMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 37775556 or 
JASOOME17@GMAIL.COM
BAHRAIN SERVICES & MAINTENANCE 
COMPANY B.S.C. (CLOSED) has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39468574 or 
aqeel@basma.com.bh
Arkan Itihad Development Co. W.L.L. has 
a vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
13300444 or HROFFICER@AIMSBAHRAIN.COM
AKBARI GARDEN FOR 
PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT has 
a vacancy for the occupation of 
TECHNICIAN(MAINTENANCE), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17582028 or 
abeerakbari@hotmail.com
PHOENICIA HOTEL has a vacancy for the 
occupation of ROOM ATTENDANT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17295544 or 
HR@PHOENICIAHOTELBH.COM
Arkan Itihad Development Co. W.L.L. has 
a vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
13300444 or HROFFICER@AIMSBAHRAIN.
COM               
GOLDEN TIME COLD STORE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33600771 or 
EBTESAMSAYED685@GMAIL.COM
AL MONASAQ BAKARY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of BREAD BAKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33758965 or 
ALQAHTANI-7@HOTMAIL.COM
Arkan Itihad Development Co. W.L.L. has 
a vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
13300444 or HROFFICER@AIMSBAHRAIN.
COM
BAHRAIN SERVICES & MAINTENANCE 
COMPANY B.S.C. (CLOSED) has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39468574 or 
aqeel@basma.com.bh
ANSAR GALLERY W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CASHIER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17140001 or pr@ag-
bh.com
B CON CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of TILES FIXER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17701166 or FAWAZ@BEHZAD-GROUP.COM
Alnaqab Contracting has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17216399 or 
NATHEER92@ICLOUD.COM
Khaldoon Phone has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36363191 or FADHEL.
AQEEL@GMAIL.COM

PINK SADAF TAILORING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33879006 or 
PINKSADAF91@GMAIL.COM
City shine cleaning has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER (GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33331663 or JEFFREEBH@GMAIL.COM
SNOWFALL ELECTRICAL WORKSHOP 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
TECHNICIAN(MAINTENANCE), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17701545 or 
SNOWFALL.AC@GMAIL.COM
THE DOMAIN HOTEL AND SPA W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of ROOM 
ATTENDANT, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 16000000 or FATEMA@
THEDOMAINHOTELS.COM
MOROOJ MAY CAFETERIA W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66677733 or FOODWORLD.WLL@GMAIL.
COM
KAMALIA Mechanical contracting has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39788869 or KAMALIAMECHANICAL@
GMAIL.COM
NABAN FURNITURE has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 66698866 or ISA.
ALAWADHI.CONT2556@GMAIL.COM
AlMansoori Workover Service W.L.L. has 
a vacancy for the occupation of RIGGER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36502555 or talshaala@almansoori.biz
TWO SEAS ELCTRO MECHANICAL 
SERVICES W.L.L. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of ELECTRICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35509936 or 
SHB.ALKHALIFA@GMAIL.COM
ALMAHHAM REAL ESTATE W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33993480 or MAM19770@GMAIL.COM
TAYYAB JAPAN GARAGE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36076672 or 
RASHIDHUSAIN37@GMAIL.COM
ALSAYADI SALE OF SECOND HAND 
GOODS has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33375488 or M.ALI.ALSAYADI@
HOTMAIL.COM
Decoration Style Advertising has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CARPENTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33633332 or 
DECORATIONSTYLE@HOTMAIL.COM
M & M BEAUTY LOUNGE W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37335522 or MARWANMOST@hotmail.COM
BAHRAIN SERVICES & MAINTENANCE 
COMPANY B.S.C. (CLOSED) has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39468574 or 
aqeel@basma.com.bh
MOHAMMED AHMADI CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17268111 or HRD1@macbh.com
ALGHANIM INTERNATIONAL GENERAL 
TRADING AND CONTRACTING CO. - 
For has a vacancy for the occupation of 
LABOURER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17300616 or karim.eissa@falghanim.
com
EXPERTISE HOSPITALITY MANAGEMENT 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
LABOURER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36955566 or unnikrishna@
expertisebahrain.com
ALGHANIM INTERNATIONAL GENERAL 
TRADING AND CONTRACTING CO. - 
For has a vacancy for the occupation of 
LABOURER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17300616 or karim.eissa@falghanim.com
AL MUSTAQAR FOR FOOD TRADING has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33140548 or GULFAROOQAWAN@GMAIL.
COM
JUICES ON THE FLY W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17404071 or 
PASTRIESONTHEFLY@GMAIL.COM
CLUB 14 BOUTIQUE has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 37791144 or 
SAMIHA971@HOTMAIL.COM
GULF SEA RESTAURANT PARTNERSHIP 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33344458 or BUZAHRAA@
HOTMAIL.COM
WADEE ALLAL COFFEE SHOP has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CASHIER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36411922 or AHMED6M@GMAIL.COM
Bahrain Public Transport Company 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
DRIVER(PUBLIC TRANSPORT), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36666039 or 
adeel.hameed@al-aali.com
Lamat Habayeb Cafeteria has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17677855 or 
MOOZARASHED9@GMAIL.COM
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KHODMOONI HEAT, AIR-CONDITIONING 
AND REFRIGERATION INSTALLATION 
AND MAINTENANCE has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39921197 or 
FOZIEHPAYMOZD@GMAIL.COM
RUBEENA CONTRACTING 
ESTABLISHMENT has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39609881 or RMNY.
NASIR@GMAIL.COM
Stiller Agency for the Supply Workers 
w. l. l has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17717730 or ALAZZAMGROUP@
YAHOO.COM
Stiller Agency for the Supply Workers 
w. l. l has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WAITER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17717730 or ALAZZAMGROUP@
YAHOO.COM
Stiller Agency for the Supply Workers 
w. l. l has a vacancy for the occupation of 
ASSISTANT MANAGER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17717730 or 
ALAZZAMGROUP@YAHOO.COM
Stiller Agency for the Supply Workers w. l. l 
has a vacancy for the occupation of COFFEE 
SERVER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17717730 or ALAZZAMGROUP@
YAHOO.COM
ALHaddad Motors has a vacancy for 
the occupation of TECHNICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17785999 or 
RASOOL@ALHADDAD-MERCEDESBENZ.
COM
Pure Skin Spa has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CASHIER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17642655 or 

ALHATEEM.INFO@GMAIL.COM
Spakling Wonderful Trading W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39213510 or 530321732@QQ.COM
Shine Tech Elevator And Escalator Co 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33777315 or MR_ALI_
ALNAJJAR@HOTMAIL.COM
NIBRAS ALMADINA REPAIR 
OF REFRIGERATORS AND AIR 
CONDITIONERS has a vacancy for 
the occupation of LABOURER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33265011 or 
bhmd782@gmail.com
HYGIENE TRADE has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 38488088 or 
121221212@HOTMAIL.C
303SECURE SHIELD W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SECURITY MAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17727676 or AQEEL@BASMA.COM.BH
GREEN AARK CONTRACTING SERVICES 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33851036 or FATIMABIBI4123@
GMAIL.COM
Desi Bite  CAFETERIA has a vacancy for the 
occupation of LABOURER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33948835 or SANA-
YOUSIF@HOTMAIL.COM
Moroccan House Restaurant has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CHEF, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33503340 or MOR.
BAHR@GMAIL.COM
MECHANICAL CONTRACTING & 
SERVICES COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of MASON, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17623723 or 
mcsc@mcscwll.com

KOOHEJI CONTRACTORS W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MASON ASST, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17786500 or careers@kcbahrain.com
ALKOMED ENGINEERING SERVICES CO. 
has a vacancy for the occupation of AIR-
CONDITIONING TECHNICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17698500 or 
ALKOMED@BATELCO.COM.BH
WADI ALSAIL GATE CONSTRUCTION has 
a vacancy for the occupation of LABOURER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33367000 or info@wadialsailgate.com
AREENA CONTRACTOR GROUP CO. W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17245222 or ALANSARI@AREENAGROUP.
COM
DURAT SAR CONSTRUCTION W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34113333 or BU.CASH.CASH@GMAIL.COM
HAMADA HUSSAIN ABDULLA HAMADA 
)TALIB RIZQ (1770 has a vacancy for 
the occupation of FISHERMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39440778 or 
JASSIMDOCUMENTS@GMAIL.COM
GTS INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS AND 
MANAGEMENT SOLUTIONS W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 38856057 or ADMIN@
GTSGROUPINTERNATIONAL.COM
First polisher for car washing and polishing 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33552722 or S.ALI.ALAWI.88@GMAIL.COM
DELIVERY POINT LOGISTIC SERVICE CO. 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
DRIVER(MOTOR-CYCLE), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 38722721 or info@
deliverypointbh.com

Clay House Services W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36344460 or 
NAVEEDULLAH274@GMAIL.COM
Cakes And Bakes W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of PASTRY MAKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17403411 or 
MKUWAITI@BATELCO.COM.BH
KRISTAL PUBLICITY AND ADVERTISING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36071929 or JINSONJOYKOKU@
GMAIL.COM
Elza Persis Fabrication Co W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38013435 or PRAJODM@GMAIL.COM
TARIQ GENTS SALON W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of BARBER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33636744 or 
TARIQJEE684@GMAIL.COM
Blue Storm Contracting W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39453181 or ADEL.JASIM.M@GMAIL.COM
TECHNO FAB CONTRACTING W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36776979 or NIJU.TECHNOFAB@GMAIL.
COM
MUHAMMAD RASHID ELECTRIC AND 
ELECTRONICAL REPAIRING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35148099 or RASHIDJUTT02600260@
GMAIL.COM
Wald aldeerah laundry has a vacancy 
for the occupation of LAUNDERER/
PRESSER(GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36886645 or 
HASSANALI4591@GMAIL.COM
BENT ALNEEL BEAUTY CENTER W.L.L 

has a vacancy for the occupation of 
BEAUTICIAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 34449931 or EIMODE.1984@
GMAIL.COM
DAMASCUS PATTY W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CASHIER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 77391339 
or ALAFANDY@GMAIL.COM
ABU ABDULLA FRAMES CANTRE 
BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17297371 or 
ABDULLAHDILBAR452@GMAIL.COM
MULTIPLE CONSULTANCY AND 
MARKETING CO W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of MARKETING 
SPECIALIST, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36594797 or 
multipleconsultancybh@gmail.com
BLACK BUILDING CONSTRUCTION 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39264460 or blackbcco@
gmail.com
BLACK BUILDING CONSTRUCTION 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
MANAGER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39264460 or blackbcco@
gmail.com
DAR ZAINA TRADING has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33327770 
or DARZAINA.ABAYA@GMAIL.COM
M K A MECHANICAL CONTRACTS has a 
vacancy for the occupation of LABOURER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39611612 or MKA.MC.BAH@GMAIL.COM
WALLARTIS SOLUTIONS W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39661132 or AHMED.K555555@

WINDOSLIVE.COM
WALLARTIS SOLUTIONS W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39661132 or AHMED.K555555@
WINDOSLIVE.COM
AL NUKHBA LEGAL CO. BAHRAINI 
PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39909042 or 
LAW@FATIMAHAJI.COM
GRAND MAKER SUPPORT SERVICES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of OPERATOR(COMPUTER), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36424795 or 
GRANDMAKERBH@GMAIL.COM
REAL OSCAR PROPERTIES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34526144 or SHIBUVE3DOCS@GMAIL.
COM
RENGVO METAL WORKS SERVICES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SALES MANAGER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39075308 or INFO@
RENGVOMETALS.COM
UNIVERSAL POLYMERS W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of PLASTIC 
FINISHING WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33092573 or 
UNIVERSALPOLYMERSGCC@GMAIL.
COM
FANTABULOUS INTERIOR DECORATION 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 37274028 or FANTABULOUS.ID15@
GMAIL.COM
MECHANICAL CONTRACTING & 
SERVICES COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of MASON, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17623723 or 
mcsc@mcscwll.com
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Pandya to captain India in T20I series against Sri Lanka
Reuters | New Delhi

Hardik Pandya will captain 
India for their Twenty20 

series against Sri Lanka next 
month in the absence of Ro-
hit Sharma, who will return for 
the following one-day interna-
tionals, the Board of Control 
for Cricket in India (BCCI) said 
on Tuesday.

India will host Sri Lanka for 
three T20Is and three ODIs from 
Jan. 3, with Pandya reprising his 
role as T20 captain for a second 
straight series, after leading In-
dia to victory over New Zealand 

in November.
Pandya, who captained the 

Gujarat Titans to the Indian 

Premier League title this year 
in their debut season, will also 
serve as vice-captain under Ro-
hit for the ODI series.

Rohit missed this month’s 
test series against Bangladesh 
after sustaining a blow to the 
thumb during the preceding ODI 
matches.

Virat Kohli will not feature 
in the T20I series, while bat-
ter Shikhar Dhawan was not 
included in the ODI squad after 
scoring just 18 runs across three 
matches in Bangladesh. Rish-
abh Pant missed out on both  
squads.

India’s Hardik Pandya reacts during a 
match (file photo)

Virat Kohli will 
not feature in the 

T20I series, while bat-
ter Shikhar Dhawan 
was not included in 
the ODI squad after 
scoring just 18 runs 

across three matches 
in Bangladesh. Rish-
abh Pant missed out 
on both squads

‘Enjoy your holidays’, Tsitsipas tells 
Kyrgios after United Cup pullout

AFP | Sydney

Greek tennis star Stefanos 
Tsitsipas yesterday told 

rival Nick Kyrgios to “enjoy his 
holidays”, after the Australian 
stunned his team by withdraw-
ing from the United Cup at the 
last minute.

Kyrgios pulled out of the 
mixed teams event on the eve 
of the inaugural tournament, 
to be held in Sydney, Brisbane 
and Perth.

“It is not a surprise, I hope 
he enjoys his holidays,” Tsit-
sipas, the main talent on the 
eight-player Greek side in 
Perth, said.

The pair have had a fractious 
relationship which came to a 
head at Wimbledon this year 
when Tsitsipas said his Aus-
tralian opponent had an “evil 
side”, after a bad-tempered 
third-round match.

That contest descended into 
mayhem when a frustrated 
Tsitsipas hit the ball into the 
crowd after losing the second 
set and Kyrgios told the um-

pire his opponent should be 
kicked out of the tournament.

The bad feeling bubbled up 
again in post-match press con-
ferences, with Tsitsipas calling 
him “a bully”.

“I don’t know where all of 
his energy comes from,” Tsit-
sipas said yesterday of Kyrgios. 
“There is so much of it, I don’t 
know how he does it.

Nick Kyrgios and Stefanos Tsitsipas discuss during a match (file photo)

I don’t know where all 
of his energy comes 

from. There is so much 
of it, I don’t know 

how he does it. You 
cannot concentrate 
on your own game, 

there is so much noise 
coming from the other 

side of the net. It’s 
distracting, you have 
to be at your best to 

overcome it all
STEFANOS TSITSIPAS
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Kiwi centurions Williamson and Latham punish fumbling Pakistan
AFP | Karachi

Kane Williamson and Tom 
Latham hit contrasting 

hundreds yesterday to propel 
New Zealand to 440-6 at the 
close on the third day of the first 
Test against Pakistan in Karachi.

Williamson survived two 
stumpings and a leg-before de-
cision before knocking an un-
beaten 105, while Ish Sodhi was 
on one, with the tourists leading 
by two runs.

Williamson’s 25th Test cen-
tury is his first in internation-
al cricket since he racked up 
238, also against Pakistan, in 
Christchurch in January last 
year.

He built on a solid foundation 
laid down by openers Latham, 
who cracked 113 en route to his 
13th Test century, and Devon 
Conway, who fell for 92.

With the National Stadium 
pitch likely to take spin on 
the last two days, New Zea-
land will look to press home 
their advantage in the first 
Test of the two-match series, 
their first in Pakistan since  
2002.

Williamson pushed fast 
bowler Mohammad Wasim for 
a sharp single to complete his 
hundred, a fifth against Paki-
stan.

In all he has batted for 356 

minutes, cracking 11 boundaries.
But Pakistan were left ruing 

missed chances as wicketkeeper 

Sarfaraz Ahmed fumbled two 
stumpings with Williamson on 
15 and 21 -- spinner Nauman 
Ali the unlucky bowler on both 
occasions.

“I think they were chances 
but one of the deliveries was on 
the leg side and Sarfaraz did his 
best,” said Nauman.

“This pitch is on the slow side 
so our effort will be to get the 
last four wickets early on day 
four and then set a good target 
of close to 200 -- which will be 
good on this pitch.”

Williamson added a solid 90 
for the fifth wicket with Tom 
Blundell, who fell to Wasim af-
ter scoring 47.

Pakistan’s spin duo of Nau-
man and Abrar Ahmed took 
two wickets in the post-lunch 
session, with Henry Nicholls 
falling for 22 and Daryl Mitchell 
scoring a robust 47-ball 42.

Ahmed, who has figures of 
3-143, also had Michael Brace-
well for five.

Williamson, who also over-
turned a leg-before decision 
against him on 13, added 65 for 
the fourth wicket with Mitchell.

Mitchell  smashed seven 
boundaries and a six includ-
ing four consecutive fours off 
Wasim after Pakistan took the 
second new ball at 272-3.

It has started to take 
turn from the (bowlers’) 

footmarks and it’s 
obviously not going to 
get any easier to bat 

on. Hopefully from the 
position we are in, we 
get as many wickets 
as possible and put 

Pakistan under pressure
TOM LATHAM

Tom Latham and Dev-
on Conway put on 183 

for the first wicket, 
beating the New Zea-
land record against 

Pakistan of 181 set by 
openers Mark Richard-
son and Matthew Bell 
at Hamilton in 2001

KNOW

BETTER

New Zealand’s Kane Williamson plays a shot

CHANGE OF NAME
I, IBRAHIM S/O I. RAHAMATHULLA BASHA holding Indian Passport 
No:- M4182030 dated 07/01/2015 issued at Bahrain, having permanent 
residence at 19/1, D.N.C Street, Walajapat, Tamil Nadu, presently residing at 
Apartment:31, Building:921, Road:233, Block:902, Area:West Riffa, Kingdom 
of Bahrain will henceforth be known as (Given Name) Ibrahim Rahamathulla 
(Surname) Basha.  Objection(s), if any, maybe forwarded to Embassy of 
India, P.O.Box 26106, Building:1090, Road:2819, Block:428, Al Seef Kingdom 
of Bahrain.

C L A S S I F I E D S



11
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2022

Australia eye victory after Carey 
ton in second South Africa Test

Alex Carey’s maiden ton and Cameron Green’s defiant fifty bury South Africa

• Pat Cummins struck 
early with the ball before 
rain curtailed Australia’s 
final-session push

AFP | Melbourne

Australia closed in on win-
ning the second Test and 
the series against South 

Africa yesterday after Alex Car-
ey struck a maiden century to 
leave them in a commanding 
position.

The hosts declared at tea on 
575-8 on day three with an om-
inous lead of 386 after South 
Africa were bowled out in their 
first innings for 189.

In reply, the Proteas were 
15-1 when play was abandoned 
early at the Melbourne Cricket 
Ground due to persistent driz-
zle.

Their bid to save the Test, 
and the three-match series after 
losing the opener in Brisbane, 
got off to a horror start with 
under-pressure skipper Dean 
Elgar caught by Carey off Pat 
Cummins without scoring in the 
second over.

Theunis de Bruyn, who was 

dropped by David Warner on 
three, was not out six alongside 
Sarel Erwee on seven.

Wicketkeeper Carey, playing 
in his 14th Test, was superb in 
reaching three figures for the 
first time before he was caught 
and bowled by Marco Jansen 
for 111.

At the declaration, a battling 
Cameron Green was not out 51 
despite a fractured finger, along-
side Mitchell Starc on 10.

“It was nice to be able to con-
solidate from our start from yes-
terday,” Carey, only the second 

wicketkeeper to make a Test 
century at the MCG after Rod 
Marsh, told reporters.

“This one’s really special, ob-
viously it’s a big moment. But it’s 
also great to help the Australian 
cricket team be in a strong posi-
tion. That’s what we play for, to 
win games.”

Carey and Green piled on the 
misery in a 117-run partnership 
after South Africa gave them-
selves a glimmer of hope with 
early wickets, including Warner 
first ball after he resumed on 
200.

Australia began on 386-3 with 
Travis Head on 48 and Carey on 
nine after a herculean unbeaten 
double century from Warner in 
his 100th Test in gruelling heat 
on day two.

The veteran opener retired ex-
hausted with severe cramp after 
making his third Test double ton, 
but he returned to the crease 
when Head was out for 51.

He told host broadcaster Fox 
before play began that he had a 
“rough night’s sleep”.

“I probably woke up six or 
seven times,” he added, and was 
bowled first ball by an Anrich 
Nortje yorker as Australia lost 

three wickets for five runs.

Green ruled out of bowling 
Temperatures were much 

cooler than the 37 degrees Celsi-
us (98.6 Fahrenheit) on Tuesday, 
with conditions overcast and 
humid -- generally favourable to 
the bowlers.

And the ever-dangerous An-
rich Nortje took advantage, 
bowling Head in the third over 
before snaring a bewildered 
Warner next ball.

“In general it has been a tough 

three days for us as a bowling 
unit,” admitted Proteas bowling 
coach Charl Langeveldt.

“Kagi (Rabada) wasn’t on song 
and a few of the other guys in pe-
riods didn’t bowl well as a unit. 
It’s important for us to get the 
consistency going, but it hasn’t 
been there for us in this game.”

“We have to take it hour by 
hour tomorrow and just try and 
get runs and see where it goes 
from there,” he added.

Pat Cummins fell to the third 
ball he faced when South Africa 
successfully reviewed a caught 
behind decision off Rabada’s 
bowling that was initially denied 
by the umpire.

Carey was joined by Nathan 
Lyon and they steadied the ship 
with the spinner making an en-
tertaining 25.

Ahead of play, Green, who 
took 5-27 in South Africa’s first 
innings, was ruled out of bowl-
ing again in Melbourne -- and 
the third Sydney Test -- with a 
fractured finger, but he bravely 
came out to bat.

After a slow start, he began 
playing his shots in an admirable 
supporting role to Carey, who 
counter-attacked after the early 
wickets fell to consolidate Aus-
tralia’s advantage.

It was nice to be able 
to consolidate from our 

start from yesterday. 
This one’s really 

special, obviously it’s 
a big moment. But it’s 
also great to help the 

Australian cricket team 
be in a strong position. 

That’s what we play 
for, to win games

ALEX CAREY

Carey and Green piled 
on the misery in a 117-
run partnership after 

South Africa gave 
themselves a glimmer 

of hope with early 
wickets, including 

Warner first ball after 
he resumed on 200.

KNOW WHAT

Alex Carey and Cameron Green run between the wickets

Dabo scores winner for Sitra against Bahrain Club

• Hidd defeat 
Al Shabab 2-1

• Al Ahli cruise 
past Budaiya 4-1

TDT | Manama

Sitra, Hidd and Al Ahli were 
all winners on the final day 

of week nine in the 2022/2023 
Nasser bin Hamad Bahrain Pre-
mier Football League.

Sitra edged past Bahrain Club 
1-0, Hidd defeated Al Shabab 
2-1, and Al Ahli cruised past Bu-
daiya 4-1.

In Sitra’s win, Seydina Laye 
Dabo scored the match’s lone 
goal. Sitra improved to 13 points 
on the league standings with 
their third win in nine match-
es, while Bahrain Club suffered 

their fourth loss and stayed on 
nine points.

In Hidd’s win, Issa Jihad had 
a brace to spearhead his side 
to their fourth triumph. Hidd 
rose to 13 points with the re-

sult. Shabab’s goal was scored by 
Sayed Jawad Haider, as they suf-
fered their sixth loss and stayed 
on seven points.

In Ahli’s big win, Hasan 
Madan and Vinicius Vargas Dos 

Santos both had two goals in 
the contest. Sultan Al Sultana 
supplied the solo consolation 
for Budaiya.

Ahli improved to 14 points on 
the tab le with their third victo-
ry, while Budaiya remained on 
the bottom of the league stand-
ings with just two points after 
their seventh loss.

Seef Properties sponsors annual 
Seef Mall Half Marathon  

TDT | Manama

Seef Properties has recently 
announced its sponsorship 

of the annual Seef Mall Half 
Marathon, which will be or-
ganised on January 13, 2023, by 
Bahrain Road Runners Com-
mittee under Bahrain Athletics 
Association.

The race will cover a dis-
tance of 21.1 km from Seef Mall 
– Seef District, passing through 
Seef District, on to Bahrain 
Financial Harbour and then 
returning to the finish line in 
Seef Mall – Seef District. The 
Seef Mall Half Marathon is 
an annual sporting event that 
has been organised for sev-
eral years and attracts large 
numbers of participants from 
both genders, and different age 
groups and nationalities in the 
Kingdom. 

The event comes as part of 
Seef Properties’ keenness to 
continue promoting the val-
ues and principles of social 

responsibility in the Kingdom, 
especially in the sports field, by 
spreading sports culture and 
promoting public health in the 
local community, through co-
operation with various sports 
institutions, local events and 
initiatives of both the public 
and private sectors.

On this occasion, Ahmed 
Yusuf, Chief Executive Officer 
of Seef Properties, comment-
ed: “We renew our thanks and 
appreciation to Bahrain Road 
Runners Committee for their 
constructive partnership and 
tireless efforts to make this 
important sporting event a 
success one every year.”

For his part, Shaikh Abdullah 
bin Ibrahim Al Khalifa, Chair-
man of Bahrain Road Runners 
Committee, expressed his ap-
preciation for the endless sup-
port and constant cooperation 
dedicated by Seef Properties, 
which contributes to creating 
a special atmosphere for the 
participants in the race.

World number one Swiatek starting 2023 with a clean slate
AFP | London

World number one Iga Swi-
atek said yesterday she 

will put a breakthrough 2022 
season behind her to concen-
trate on staying at the pinnacle 
of the women’s game.

The Polish star won eight sin-
gles titles, including the French 
and US Opens, in a stellar season 
that saw her take a commanding 
position at the top of the rank-
ings, well clear of second-placed 
Ons Jabeur of Tunisia.

The 21-year-old inherited the 
number one spot with the shock 
retirement of Australia’s Ash-

leigh Barty in March, but has 
since made it her own.

“I’m going to try to kind of cut 
off everything that happened 
last year and just focus on the 
future, because I feel like I can 
take a lot of experience from 

these tournaments last year,” 
she said ahead of the inaugu-
ral mixed-teams United Cup in 
Brisbane.

“I don’t want to really like 
hold on to that too much, be-
cause I want to go forward and 
kind of focus on my next goals.”

Swiatek admitted she had 
mixed emotions when she be-
came number one after Barty’s 
retirement, not sure that she 
deserved it.

“At first I felt like I wasn’t sure 
if this is kind of my place to be,” 
she said. “Ash, she seemed like 
a huge role model for everybody 
in terms of her behaviour on 

court but also off court so I felt 
like she really set the bar pretty 
high.

Iga Swiatek

I’m going to try to kind 
of cut off everything 

that happened last year 
and just focus on the 
future, because I feel 
like I can take a lot of 
experience from these 
tournaments last year

IGA SWIATEK

Bahrain Club’s Jair Vinicius Alves De Brito tries to defend possession against his 
Sitra marker yesterday Officials after the announcement

Standings
  P W D L +/- Pts
Muharraq 9 6 3 0 12 21
Al Khaldiya 9 5 3 1 10 18
Riffa 9 5 1 3 3 16
Manama 9 4 3 2 7 15
Al Ahli 9 4 2 3 3 14
Sitra 9 3 4 2 2 13
Hidd 9 4 1 4 -4 13
Bahrain Club 9 2 3 4 -1 9
Al Hala 9 1 6 2 -2 9
East Riffa 9 1 5 3 -4 8
Al Shabab 9 2 1 6 -4 7
Budaiya 9 0 2 7 -22 2



BRAVE CF kicks off 2023 with a return trip to Serbia on February 18th
TDT | Manama

BRAVE Combat Federation 
will kickstart the 2023  cal-

endar with a bang as the fast-
est-growing MMA organization 
returns to Serbia for BRAVE CF 
69 on February 18th.

Belgrade will again host 
BRAVE CF following the raging 
success of BRAVE CF 56, which 
took place late last year and 
was rounded off by an impres-
sive main event between Slo-
bodan Maksimovic and Rolando 
Dy, with the likes of Abdullah 
Al-Qahtani, Ahmed Labban, and 
Borislav Nikolic earning impor-
tant wins.

2022 was a year to remember 
for BRAVE Combat Federation, 
with new territories reached. 

Germany became the 28th na-
tion to host BRAVE CF when 
Bonn entertained thousands of 
European MMA fans at BRAVE CF 
61 - confirming BRAVE CF’s sta-
tus as the most-travelled MMA 
promotion on the planet. 

Next year will see BRAVE CF 
further honour its promise of 
taking MMA to new and vari-
ous corners of the world, and 
the return trip to Belgrade will 
reaffirm BRAVE Combat Feder-
ation’s commitment to helping 

grow the booming Balkan MMA 
scene. For more information, 
visit www.bravecf.com.
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BRX primed for toughest test as 
Dakar stretches into empty quarter

Sebastien Loeb raring to go as he leads four-car challenge by Bahrain Raid Xtreme in Saudi Arabia

• Loeb aims to build 
on last year’s Dakar 
performance in the 
Prodrive Hunter T1+ that 
gave BRX eight stage 
podium finishes overall

TDT | Manama

Bahrain Raid Xtreme head 
into their third Dakar 
Rally on Saturday with 

a four-car team of sustaina-
bly-fuelled Prodrive Hunters 
tested, developed and ready for 
the biggest adventure in the 
world of motorsport.

The 45th edition of the rally 
tackles some of the toughest de-
sert terrain seen in recent years, 
and after winning two of the four 
World Rally Raid Championship 
events in 2022, the BRX team is 
raring to go, with car updates, 
new staff and a hunger for what 
lies ahead in Saudi Arabia.

After taking runner up spot 
12 months ago, Sebastien Loeb 
returns to action with Fabian 
Lurquin looking to build on 
last year’s performance in the 

Prodrive Hunter T1+ that gave 
BRX eight stage podium finishes 
overall. 

Argentine Orly Terranova, 
who drove another Prodrive 
Hunter to fourth place in the 
2022 Dakar, will be accompa-
nied by Spaniard Alex Haro who 
guided him to a superb second 
place on the Rallye du Maroc in 
October.

BRX will also be running the 
GCK Motorsport Hunter for 
Guerlain Chicherit and Alex 
Winocq, who together scored 
a stunning victory first time out 
on the Rallye du Maroc. Com-
pleting the team line-up will be 
Lithuanians Vaidotas Zala and 
Paulo Fiuza.

Nine-time World Rally Cham-
pion Loeb said: “We have a very 

good car for Dakar after excel-
lent preparation in Morocco and 
Andalucia, proving that we’re 
right up there with the perfor-
mance of the Hunter.

“Fabian and I are ready to go. 
We will try to be consistent and 
get some clean stages with no 
problems. We will have some 
long days in the dunes and that’s 
where you have to stay focused, 
but that is our target this year. 
We’re looking forward to it.”

Terranova said: “I’ve been 
training hard for this, my 15th 
Dakar. The first week we all 
know will be hard, with many 
kilometres to be tackled over 
new terrain in Saudi Arabia. 

That will test us, so we must 
be concentrated and in the best 
possible shape.” 

Chicherit said: “I am very hap-
py to attempt my 12th Dakar 
with a competitive and reliable 
car. It is difficult to announce a 
goal at this moment, but all I can 
say is we have a good car that 
will allow Alex and I to fight 
until the end.”

As part of the BRX drive to-
wards alternative motorsport 
solutions, each Hunter will 
again run on Prodrive EcoPower 
biofuel, created by Coryton from 

sustainable sources, which pro-
duces 80% less CO2 than petrol. 
Engineers have also made sub-
tle but important modifications 
to the cars following extensive 
tests in the searing heat of the 
Sahara desert. 

Dakar 2023 is the biggest 
undertaking from Prodrive in 
recent years, with huge logisti-
cal coordination from all over 
Europe. This saw 27 vehicles 
shipped from Marseille to Jed-
dah in late November ready for 
the team to get to the first bivou-
ac at Sea Camp, north of Jeddah, 
this week.

The route of Dakar 2023 will 
be the longest for over ten years 
and one the organisers promise 
will be harder than the previous 
three editions in the Kingdom, 
venturing into the Empty Quar-
ter for the first time.

Starting on Saturday with an 
11km prologue stage at Sea Camp 
on the shores of the Red Sea, 
the rally finishes on the oppo-
site side of the Arabian Penin-
sula at Dammam on 15 January. 
The total distance is 8,550 kms, 
similar to driving from Jeddah 
to Shanghai, with 4,705kms of 
special stages.

We have a very good 
car for Dakar after 

excellent preparation in 
Morocco and Andalucia, 

proving that we’re 
right up there with the 

performance of the 
Hunter

SEBASTIEN LOEB

Sebastien Loeb in action 
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Runner up in the 
Dakar last year, Sebas-

tien Loeb returns to 
action with co-driver 
Fabian Lurquin. The 

pair won the Andalu-
cia Rally in October

KNOW WHAT

2022 was a year to 
remember for BRAVE 
Combat Federation, 
with new territories 

reached. Germany be-
came the 28th nation 

to host BRAVE CF when 
Bonn entertained 

thousands of European 
MMA fans at BRAVE CF 
61 - confirming BRAVE 

CF’s status as the 
most-travelled MMA 

promotion on the  
planet

Chelsea win tempered by 
fresh injury concern for James
AFP | London

Chelsea returned to win-
ning ways in their first 

appearance after the World 
Cup break, but delight at their 
2-0 home victory over Bourne-
mouth on Tuesday was tem-
pered by new injury concern 
for Reece James.

The England right back last-
ed only 53 minutes on his re-
turn from the knee injury that 
ruled him out of the World 
Cup in Qatar, leaving Chelsea 
fearing the worst as they await 
a more detailed examination 
and prognosis.

“He’s not good but we’ll have 
to wait and see. It’s too early 

for me to speculate but when-
ever he comes off like that, it is 
not positive,” manager Graham 
Potter said.

Eight minutes into the sec-
ond half, James signalled to 
the bench that he needed to 
come off before going down in 
some discomfort.

Reece James looks dejected after 
sustaining an injury

Bahrain’s senior men’s national football team kicked off last night their final local training gathering ahead of their much-awaited title-defence in the 25th Gulf Cup, which takes place next 
month in Iraq. Yesterday’s session was held at the Hamad Town Football Stadium, supervised by national team head coach Helio Sousa. The Portuguese tactician has called up a squad of 25 
players for their preparations. Bahrain are in Group B for the eight-nation competition, along with the UAE, Qatar and Kuwait. Group A features Yemen, Saudi Arabia, Oman and hosts Iraq. 
Above, left, players take part in drills during training; while above, right, star midfielder Ali Madan at the team’s session last night.


