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A possible date for the Antioch 
earthquake in present-day Syria 
(then the Byzantine Empire) which 
killed 200,000 people

US inventor Thomas Edison 
demonstrates his hand-cranked 

phonograph for the first time

Physicist Erwin Schrödinger publishes his fa-
mous thought experiment “Schrödinger’s cat”, a 
paradox that illustrates the problem of the Co-
penhagen interpretation of quantum mechanics

1st underground atomic 
explosion at Frenchman Flat 

in Nevada
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Just a note to encour-
age people of differ-

ent political or other 
views to engage in civil 
debate on Twitter.  Worst 
case, the other side has 
a slightly better under-
standing of your views

@elonmusk

We’re making elec-
tric vehicles more 

affordable for families, 
jumpstarting the first 
national EV charging 
network, and bringing 
in historic investments 
for EV battery manu-
facturing here at home. 
Electric vehicles are here 
to stay.

@POTUS

I pay homage to Sri Guru 
Teg Bahadur Ji on the 

day of his martyrdom. He 
is universally admired 
for his courage and un-
wavering commitment to 
his principles as well as 
ideals. He refused to bow 
to tyranny and injustice. 
His teachings continue to 
motivate us.

@narendramodi

Vi o l e n c e  a g a i n s t 
women and girls is 

exacerbated by the in-
tersecting crises of cli-
mate, conflict & econom-
ic instability. We need 
#ClimateAction, and a 
more peaceful & equita-
ble world to ensure the 
well-being of women & 
girls everywhere.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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News in brief 
 u Fine particle air pollution 
led to 238,000 premature deaths 
in the European Union in 2020, the 
bloc’s environmental watchdog said 
Thursday, a slight rise from the 
previous year. At the same time, the 
overall rate for EU countries in 2020 
was 45 percent lower than in 2005, 
the agency said, noting that “if this 
rate of decline is maintained, the EU will 
reach [its] zero pollution action plan target 
before 2030.” Across the 27-nation bloc that 
year, “exposure to concentrations of fine 
particulate matter above the 2021 World 
Health Organization guideline level resulted 
in 238,000 premature deaths,” the European 
Environment Agency said in a new report.

u The US Transportation Security Administration (TSA) said it screened 
2.56 million air passengers on Sunday, the highest number since December 
2019 and the busiest day since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic. The number 
was, however, below the 2.88 million screened on the same day in 2019 at the 
end of the busy US Thanksgiving travel period. US airlines reported very few 

cancellations over the 
holiday travel period, 
including 177 on Sunday 
and 36 yesterday. US 
Transportation Secretary 
Pete Buttigieg said 

Saturday on Twitter that Friday “went well for air travel on-time performance, 
with cancellation and delay rates at 0.4% and 0.3%, respectively.”

u Monkeypox is to be renamed mpox, the World Health Organization 
announced yesterday, in a bid to avoid stigmatisation stemming from the existing 
name. Monkeypox received its name 
because the virus was originally identified 
in monkeys kept for research in Denmark 
in 1958, but the disease is found in a 
number of animals, and most frequently in 
rodents. A surge in monkeypox infections 
has been reported since early May among 
men who have sex with men, outside the African countries where it has long been 
endemic. “When the outbreak of monkeypox expanded earlier this year, racist 
and stigmatising language online, in other settings and in some communities was 
observed and reported to WHO,” the UN health agency said in a statement.

u Police yesterday  stopped and searched people at the sites of weekend 
protests in Shanghai and Beijing, after crowds there and in other Chinese cities 
demonstrated against stringent COVID-19 measures disrupting lives three 
years into the pandemic. From the streets of several Chinese cities to dozens of 
university campuses, protesters made a show of civil disobedience unprecedented 

since leader Xi Jinping assumed power a decade ago. During his 
tenure, Xi has overseen the quashing of dissent and expansion 
of a high-tech social surveillance system that has made protest 
more difficult, and riskier. There was no sign of new protests 
yesterday in Beijing or Shanghai, but dozens of police were in 
the areas where the demonstrations took place. Police have 
been asking people for their phones to check if they had virtual 

private networks (VPNs) and the Telegram app, which has been used by weekend 
protesters, residents and social media users said. VPNs are illegal for most people 
in China, while the Telegram app is blocked from China’s internet.

US screened 
2.56 million air 
passengers Sunday, 
highest since 2019

Monkeypox 
to be 
renamed 
mpox: WHO

China 
tightens 
security 
after rare 

protests

Air pollution 
killed 238,000 
Europeans 
prematurely in 2020: 

EU watchdog

GLSDB is GPS-guided, can defeat 
some electronic jamming, is usable 
in all weather conditions, and can 

be used against armoured vehicles, 
according to SAAB’s website. The 
GBU-39 - which would function as 
the GLSDB’s warhead - has small, 

folding wings that allow it to glide 
more than 100km if dropped from 
an aircraft and targets as small as 

3 feet in diameter.

KNOW WHAT

Food of the future: London air raid shelter to underground farm
Reuters | London

In an underground World War 
Two air raid shelter where 

London tube trains can be heard 
rattling overhead, aromatic co-
riander leaves tilt towards the 
pink glow of LED bulbs - a vision 
of how farms could look in the 
future.

Zero Carbon Farms grows 
herbs and salads in Clapham, 
south London, a densely populat-
ed area with no room for conven-
tional agriculture. But 30 metres 
below ground there is a kilometre 
of tunnels, and technology has 
made farming here a reality.

Seven years after its first har-
vest, the company will soon dou-
ble its growing space, respond-
ing to strong demand for its pea 
shoots, rocket and watercress 
from major British retailers like 
Marks & Spencer (MKS.L) and 
local restaurants.

Buyers like the freshness of the 
produce, which can make it onto 
a diner’s plate within two hours 
of harvesting, as well as its arrival 
into the city without racking up 

emissions by air or from a long 
journey.

“The future is very, very bright 
for this industry and I think that 
what really is going to be the fun-
damental pivot point is the right 
application of technology,” said 
the farm’s head grower Tomma-
so Vermeir. Vertical farming, the 
name given to the production of 
crops in a series of stacked levels, 
often in a controlled environment, 
is a fast-growing industry with 
billions of dollars being pumped 

into projects across the globe.
It is seen as part of the solu-

tion to the food security challenge 
posed by population expansion at 
a time when climate change and 
geopolitics threaten supply.

But growing by artificial light is 
more energy intensive than con-
ventional farming and the high 
costs of production have been a 
challenge for vertical farms across 
the world.

“What makes this industry so 
exciting and challenging is that no 

one’s quite cracked it,” said Zero 
Carbon Farm’s business develop-
ment director Olivia O’Brien.

INBUILT INSULATION
The farm’s subterranean lo-

cation provides inbuilt insula-
tion from the cold. The company 
has what it calls “virtual private 
wiring” bringing in energy from 
renewable sources.

Energy prices have soared 
this year but Vermeir said an ar-
rangement with supplier Octopus 

Energy’s business unit gave it a 
better price than if it were taking 
energy from the grid-like other 
customers.

Farming here uses 70-90% less 
water and 95% less fertiliser than 
typical agriculture. Growing takes 
place all year round at faster rates.

Zero Carbon Farms reckons 
it has an edge over the dozens 
of other vertical farm projects 
springing up in Britain because 
of its sustainable credentials and 
its years of experience, which it 
hopes will translate into higher 
yields from the new farm space.

Seeds are sowed on carpet off-
cuts and although there is no soil 
on this farm, workers do wear a 
uniform which includes the clas-
sic farming accessory of Welling-
ton boots.

Slicing leaves from their stems 
with a huge knife, farm supervi-
sor Riley Anderson, 27, one of the 
company’s 35 employees, said this 
wasn’t a typical London job.

“I didn’t want to work in an 
office. I wanted to do something 
different and this certainly ticks 
the boxes,” he said.

Zero Carbon Farm’s business development director Olivia 
O’Brien inspects herbs and micro-greens that grow at a disused 
World War Two bunker using hydroponic technology and LED 
lighting, powered by renewable energy, in London

An employee harvests herbs and micro-greens that are 
grown in a disused World War Two bunker using hydroponic 
technology and LED lighting, powered by renewable energy, in 
London, Britain

US weighs sending 100-mile 
strike weapon to Ukraine
• US and allied military 
inventories are shrinking, 
and Ukraine faces an 
increasing need for more 
sophisticated weapons

• GLSDB could be 
delivered as early 
as spring 2023

Reuters | Washington

The Pentagon is considering 
a Boeing proposal to supply 

Ukraine with cheap, small preci-
sion bombs fitted onto abundantly 
available rockets, allowing Kyiv 
to strike far behind Russian lines 
as the West struggles to meet the 
demand for more arms.

US and allied military invento-
ries are shrinking, and Ukraine 
faces an increasing need for more 
sophisticated weapons as the war 
drags on. Boeing's proposed sys-
tem, dubbed Ground-Launched 
Small Diameter Bomb (GLSDB), 
is one of about a half-dozen 
plans for getting new munitions 
into production for Ukraine and 
America's Eastern European al-

lies, industry sources said.
Although the United States has 

rebuffed requests for the 185-mile 
(297km) range ATACMS missile, 
the GLSDB's 94-mile (150km) 
range would allow Ukraine to hit 
valuable military targets that have 
been out of reach and help it con-
tinue pressing its counterattacks 
by disrupting Russian rear areas.

GLSDB could be delivered as 
early as spring 2023, according to 
a document reviewed by Reuters 
and three people familiar with 

the plan. It combines the GBU-
39 Small Diameter Bomb (SDB) 
with the M26 rocket motor, both 
of which are common in U.S. in-
ventories.

Doug Bush, the US Army's chief 
weapons buyer, told reporters at 
the Pentagon last week the Army 
was also looking at accelerating 
production of 155-millimeter ar-
tillery shells - currently only man-
ufactured at government facilities 
- by allowing defence contractors 
to build them.

The invasion of Ukraine drove 
up demand for American-made 
weapons and ammunition, while 
US allies in Eastern Europe are 
"putting a lot of orders," in for 
a range of arms as they supply 
Ukraine, Bush added.

"It's about getting quantity at 
a cheap cost," said Tom Karako, 
a weapons and security expert 
at the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies. He said 
falling US inventories help explain 
the rush to get more arms now, 

saying stockpiles are "getting low 
relative to the levels we like to 
keep on hand and certainly to the 
levels we're going to need to deter 
a China conflict."

Karako also noted that the US 
exit from Afghanistan left lots 
of air-dropped bombs availa-
ble. They cannot be easily used 
with Ukrainian aircraft, but 
"in today's context we should 
be looking for innovative ways 
to convert them to standoff  
capability."

A M142 High Mobility Artillery Rocket System (HIMARS) takes part in a military exercise near Liepaja, Latvia

Turkish forces nearly ready for Syria ground operation
• Turkey previously 
launched incursions 
against YPG

• Russia, US voiced 
concern about 
potential offensive

Reuters | Oncupinar, Turkey

Turkey’s army needs just a few 
days to be ready for a ground 

incursion into northern Syria and 
such a decision may come at a 
cabinet meeting yesterday, Turk-
ish officials said, as Turkish forc-
es bombarded a Kurdish militia 
across the border.

Howitzers fired daily from Tur-

key have struck Kurdish YPG tar-
gets for a week, while warplanes 
have carried out airstrikes.

The escalation comes after 
a deadly bomb attack in Istan-
bul two weeks ago that Ankara 
blamed on the YPG militia. The 
YPG has denied involvement in 
the bombing and has responded at 
times to the cross-border attacks 

with mortar shelling.
“The Turkish Armed Forces 

needs just a few days to become 

almost fully ready,” one senior 
official said, adding that Tur-
key-allied Syrian rebel fighters 
were ready for such an operation 
just a few days after the Nov. 13 
Istanbul bomb.

“It won’t take long for the op-
eration to begin,” he said. “It de-
pends only on the president giv-
ing the word.”

President Tayyip Erdogan

Police bust cocaine ‘super-
cartel’ in Europe and Dubai
• The crackdown in 
Dubai netted a “big fish” 
from the Netherlands

• The Dutch suspect 
had allegedly formed an 
alliance in Dubai with 
the leaders of Irish and 
Italian drug gangs

• Europol said Dubai 
had arrested two “high-
value” suspects who 
are linked to France, 
two connected to the 
Netherlands and another 
two linked to Spain

• The head of the 
smuggling operation, 
a British national, 
fled to Dubai after 
an attempted arrest 
in Spain and was 
continuing to direct 
operations from there

News Wires

Police have smashed a huge 
drugs “super-cartel” that 

controlled around a third of Eu-
rope’s cocaine trade, arresting 
49 people in various countries, 
including six chief suspects in 
Dubai, Europol said yesterday.

The international operation 
codenamed “Desert Light” 
seized 30 tonnes of the drug 
and led to arrests in Belgium, 
France, the Netherlands and 
Spain, the European Union’s po-
lice agency said in a statement.

The crackdown in Dubai net-
ted a “big fish” from the Nether-
lands, who reportedly had links 
to alleged Dutch crime boss Ri-
douan Taghi, himself seized in 
the Gulf emirate in 2019.

“The drugpins, considered as 
high-value targets by Europol, 
had come together to form what 
was known as a ‘super cartel’ 
which controlled around one 
third of the cocaine trade in Eu-
rope,” Europol said.

“The scale of cocaine impor-
tation into Europe under the 
suspects’ control and command 
was massive and over 30 tonnes 

of drugs were seized by law en-
forcement over the course of the 
investigations.”

The Dutch suspect had al-
legedly formed an alliance in 
Dubai with the leaders of Irish 
and Italian drug gangs who had 
also been arrested, Dutch public 
broadcaster NOS said.

A video released by Europol 
showed agents including some 
from the US Drug Enforcement 
Administration and Spanish 
Guardia Civil arresting suspects 
and seizing luxury cars and hid-
den stashes of cash.

‘Extremely big fish’
Europol said Dubai had ar-

rested two “high-value” sus-
pects who are linked to France, 
two connected to the Nether-
lands and another two linked to 
Spain. Ten people were arrested 
in Belgium, six in France and 
13 in Spain. Another 14 people 
were arrested in 2021 in the 
Netherlands as part of the same 
operation, the Hague-based or-
ganisation said.

“One of the Dutch suspects 
is an extremely big fish,” a Eu-
ropol source said on condition 

of anonymity.   “He was just as 
important as Taghi, if not more 
important.”

The arrests from November 8 
to 19 were the latest in a series 
around Europe that followed 
a police hack of sophisticated 
encrypted telephones used by 
organised crime networks last 
year, Europol said.

Police secretly used the SKY 
ECC phone platform to listen in 
on what were supposed to be se-
cure communications between 
drug traffickers.

Most of the drugs targeted co-
caine coming from South Amer-
ica through the ports of Rot-
terdam and Antwerp, although 
some had passed through South 
Africa. 

Dutch prosecutors said they 
would request the extradition 
of the two suspects from the 
United Arab Emirates.

One was a 40-year-old dual 
Dutch-Bosnian national, sus-
pected of smuggling 1.8 tonnes 
of cocaine via the German port 
of Hamburg in 2020, and of 
preparing to import 8 tonnes 
of raw materials for producing 
amphetamines via Antwerp in 

Belgium. Dutch media named 
him as Edin G. and said he was 
wanted by the US DEA for his 
links to alleged drug kingpin 
Ridouan Taghi.

Moroccan-born Taghi was 
arrested in Dubai in 2019. He is 
now on trial in the Netherlands 
on charges of murder and run-
ning a huge Amsterdam-based 
cocaine smuggling group.

‘Serious criminal offences’
The other suspect is a 37-year-

old dual Dutch and Moroccan 
national, whom Dutch media 
named as Zouhair B. and said 
had allegedly smuggled three 
tonnes of cocaine to the Neth-
erlands worth more than 200 
million euros. He was also sus-
pected of money laundering and 
firearms possession.

The investigation into both 
men was launched on the basis 
of decrypted messages from SKY 
phones, the Dutch prosecution 
service said in a statement.

“These are serious criminal 
offences pertaining to interna-
tional drug trafficking, main-
ly from South America via the 
ports of Antwerp and Rotter-
dam,” it said.

Spain’s Guardia Civil said a 
total of 13 people had been ar-
rested in Barcelona, Madrid and 
Malaga on November 8 after 698 
kilograms (1,539 pounds) of co-
caine were found in a container 
in the port of Valencia.

The head of the smuggling 
operation, a British national, 
fled to Dubai after an attempted 
arrest in Spain and was contin-
uing to direct operations from 
there, it said in a statement.

The cocaine was imported 
from Panama in central America 
and his supplier, a Panamanian, 
also lived in Dubai, it said.

Police arrested 49 suspects, including accused drug lords.

The cartel was also involved in money laundering, according to Europol, which 
coordinated the operation

Potatoes can help you lose weight, scientists say
Daily Mail

Those looking to  lose 
weight have long been told 

to avoid carb-heavy foods. 
But though it may seem 

counter-intuitive, scientists 
now believe starchy potatoes 
could be the secret to shedding 
pounds. 

This is because, at meal-
times, people tend to eat the 
same weight of food in order 
to feel full, regardless of how 
many calories the meal con-
tains. According to research-
ers, those who add potatoes - 
which are carb-rich and dense 
-   to their plate become full 
faster, therefore preventing 
them from trying to fill up on 
more calorific foods after.

Potatoes contain around 80 
calories per 100g — more than 
twice as much as other veg-
etables, such as carrots and 
broccoli. 

But they also contain up 
to half the calories of bread, 
pasta and rice, 
when eaten in 
the same quan-
tities. 

But research-
ers were quick 
to point out 
t h a t  t h e 

method of cooking and pre-
paring the potatoes is impor-
tant — and that eating chips 
and crisps should be avoided, 
since frying lowers the nutri-
tional value. 

Study co-author Professor 
Candida Rebello, a dietitian 
at Pennington Biomedical Re-
search Centre in Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana in the US, said: 'Peo-
ple tend to eat the same weight 
of food regardless of calorie 
content in order to feel full.

'By eating foods with a heav-
ier weight that are low in cal-
ories, you can easily reduce 
the number of calories you 
consume.

‘The key aspect of our study 
is that we did not reduce the 
portion size of meals but low-
ered their caloric content by 
including potatoes.

'Each participant's meal 
was tailored to their person-
alised calorific needs, yet by 
replacing some meat content 

with potato, participants 
found themselves full-
er, quicker, and often 
did not even finish 
their meal. 

'In effect, you can 
lose weight with 

little effort.

Hawaii’s Mauna Loa volcano erupts for first time in nearly 40 years
Reuters

Hawaii’s Mauna Loa, the 
world’s largest active vol-

cano, began erupting on Sun-
day for the first time since 1984, 
ending its longest quiet period 
in recorded history.

The night sky above Hawaii’s 
largest island glowed a hellish 
red as bright, hot lava sprang 
forth at the volcano’s summit 
at around 11:30 p.m. local time 
on Sunday (0930 GMT Monday).

The lava is contained within 
the summit and does not threat-
en Hawaiians living downslope 
for now, the US Geological Ser-

vice (USGS) said.
The service warned residents 

on Monday that volcanic gases 
and fine ash may drift their way.

Mauna Loa rises 13,679 feet 
(4,169 meters) above the Pa-
cific Ocean, part of the chain 
of volcanoes that formed the 
islands of Hawaii. It last erupt-
ed in March and April of 1984, 
sending a flow of lava within 
5 miles (8.05 km) of Hilo, the 
island’s largest city.

Hawaii’s Emergency Manage-
ment Agency said it had opened 
two shelters on the island as a 
precaution but also emphasized 
that there are no signs that lava 
will threaten populated areas 
and that it had not issued any 
evacuation orders.

The summit caldera of Hawaii’s Mauna Loa volcano


