
WHEN ONE DOOR OF HAPPINESS CLOSES, 
ANOTHER OPENS; BUT OFTEN WE LOOK 
SO LONG AT THE CLOSED DOOR THAT WE 
DO NOT SEE THE ONE WHICH HAS BEEN 
OPENED FOR US
HELEN KELLER
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Darius I of Persia kills the Ma-
gian usurper Gaumâta, securing 
his position as king of the Persian 
Empire

Battle of Salamis: The 
Greek fleet under Themis-
tocles defeats the Persian 

fleet under Xerxes I

War of Religion breaks 
out in France as Hu-
guenots try to kidnap 
King Charles IX

First units of the London Metropolitan 
Police appear on the streets of the 

British capital, the city’s first modern 
police force
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The countries with 
some of the greatest 

renewable energy po-
tential are receiving the 
least investment. Devel-
oping countries must be 
leaders & beneficiaries of 
the clean energy revolu-
tion, not spectators. The 
clean energy transition 
must reduce global in-
equalities — not repro-
duce them.

@antonioguterres

@WHO and @World-
BankGroup are closer 

partners today than at any 
time since our establish-
ment. We are jointly host-
ing a UHC Hub in #Japan, 
helping countries advance 
health financing schemes 
to achieve #HealthForAll, 
and co-managing the @
Pandemic_Fund to help 
countries address

@DrTedros

Th e  H -1 B  s h o u l d 
not exist to replace 

American workers with 
low-wage foreigners. It 
should exist to enrich the 
American econom

@VP

Today, science became 
a target for Russia. My 

heart goes out to the he-
roes searching for people 
trapped inside Ukraine’s 
National  Academy of 
Sciences. As well as to the 
families and loved ones 
of the victims of horrific 
attacks across the coun-
try. We stand with them. 
And with all Ukrainians. 
Europe is working harder 
than ever to strengthen 
Ukraine’s defence.

@vonderleyen

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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China has built the 
world’s largest arsenal of 

ground-based conventional 
and dual-use missiles, 

including the DF-26 inter-
mediate-range ballistic 

missile, which has an 
estimated range of up to 

4,000 km. These weapons 
are designed in part to 
threaten major US and 

allied military assets in 
the Asia-Pacific.

KNOW WHAT

Trump administration guts car 
fuel-economy standards
AFP | Washington, United States

President Donald Trump's 
administration on Mon-

day finalized its rollback of US 
fuel-economy standards that 
were meant to spur the transi-
tion towards electric vehicles.

" T h a n k s  t o  P r e s i d e n t 
Trump's leadership, we have 
finally ended the illegal man-
date that forced automakers 

to produce more expensive 
electric vehicles that American 
families didn't want," Trans-
portation Secretary Sean Duffy 
said in a statement.

The statement accused the 
administration of Joe Biden 
of having broken the law by 
setting standards that went 
beyond the requirements man-
dated by Congress.

Pope Leo joins Air France cockpit crew, blesses Rafale pilots
AFP | Paris, France

Pope Leo spent half an hour in 
the cockpit of a plane yester-

day, chatting with the pilots and 
speaking by radio to the crews of 
the Rafale fighter jets escorting 
his aircraft, Air France said.

The leader of the world’s 1.4 
billion Catholics is wrapping up 
his four-day visit to France with 
a trip to the northeastern city of 
Metz, near the German border.

On Monday morning, the 
71-year-old pontiff and aviation 
enthusiast, spent around 30 
minutes in the cockpit of the Air 
France aircraft that flew him 
from the southwestern city of 
Lourdes to Metz, the final leg of 
his apostolic journey.

“The Holy  Father  came 
into the cockpit for the entire 
Lourdes-Metz cruise phase,” 
said Eric Marguerite, the flight’s 
co-pilot.

“We had informal conversa-
tions with him. He is passionate 
about aviation, cars and mechan-
ics in general,” he added, after 
landing in Metz.

The flight, commanded by 
Captain Clemence Coussonneau, 
was escorted by two Rafale jets 
flying about 50 metres (yards) 
from the pope’s plane.

“We handed the microphone 
to the Holy Father, who spoke 
to the Rafale pilots,” said Mar-
guerite.

“He offered his blessing to 
them and to all military person-

nel working to protect people 
and promote peace around the 
world.”

The pope also took time to 
greet the cabin crew on board.

“After all the meticulous plan-
ning that went into this flight, 
receiving a blessing from the 
pope in person was a unique mo-
ment,” flight attendants Landee 
Van Keeken told AFP.

Throughout his trip -- the 
first official papal visit to 
France in nearly two decades 
-- Leo appeared smiling and 
warm, readily engaging with  
crowds.

He blessed countless babies, 
celebrated a giant mass in Paris 
at the weekend and engaged with 
young people at the packed Stade 
de France stadium.

Iran denies link to suspected bomb 
plot at UK airbase used by US
AFP | Fairford, United Kingdom

Iran yesterday denied in-
volvement in a suspected 

bomb plot at a UK airbase 
used by the United States, as 
counter-terror police said five 
men in their mid-20s arrested 
nearby were all London-based 
Britons.

Tehran’s denial, issued via 
its embassy in London, fol-
lowed widespread UK media 
reports that police were prob-
ing possible Iranian links to 
the security scare early Sunday 
at the Royal Air Force (RAF) 
Fairford base.

The UK interior ministry has 
previously accused Iran and 
Russia of using proxies to carry 
out criminal activities on their 
behalf on UK territory.

US President Donald Trump 
said the UK and US had the 
suspects “under investigation” 
for a while.

“They were looking to do big 
damage to our fort,” Trump 
said while on a visit to Chicago. 
“We had them under view for 
a long time, and we got them.”

He later told reporters “we 
know all about them” when 
asked about the suspects, ap-
pearing to nod when asked if 
there was a connection to Iran.

“You’ll be hearing about it 
very soon. We caught them,” 
said Trump, without giving 
further details.

Iran’s embassy in London 
said Monday it “categorical-
ly rejects and strongly con-
demns” speculation that Teh-
ran was involved.

In an X post, it criticised “the 
recent unfounded and mali-
cious speculations published 
by some British individuals 
and media outlets attempting 
to link Iran” to the incident.

Fighter jets, drones in 
heavy Somalia fighting

AFP | Mogadishu, Somalia

Heavy fighting involving 
fighter jets and drones 

broke out in the Somali city 
of Baidoa yesterday after an 
attack by thousands of fighters 
loyal to an ousted local gov-
ernor.

Several states in the deeply 
fragmented country are op-
posed to control by President 
Hassan Sheikh Mohamud, and 
in March, his government sent 
in troops to oust the head of 
South West State, Abdiaziz 
Hassan Mohamed Laftaga-
reen.

He has launched repeated 
attempts to retake the region 
and its main city of Baidoa.

The latest broke out early 
Monday, with local authorities 
saying they were attacked by 
around 2,000 to 3,000 fighters.

“There were heavy clashes 
all day in the city,” local resi-
dent Hussein Abdifatah told 
AFP by phone.

“Most of the civilians have 
difficulties fleeing because 
both sides are fighting every-
where. There are a lot of ex-

plosions, but I don’t know 
what the bombing is and who 
is bombing.”

Mohamed Ali, a senior army 
commander in Baidoa, said the 
rebels “entered the city from 
several directions, using ve-
hicles loaded with explosives, 
and explosive drones”.

“The national army con-
fronted them, inflicted heavy 
casualties and drove them out 
of the city,” he added.

A spokesperson for the 
ex-governor’s forces denied 
government claims that they 
were fighting alongside mem-
bers of Al-Shabaab, the Isla-
mist insurgent group that con-
trols large swathes of central 
Somalia.

“We have no connection 
with Al-Shabaab. The fight-
ing in Baidoa is strictly be-
tween our forces and those 
who invaded us while claiming 
to represent the federal gov-
ernment, along with Turkey, 
which is supporting them with 
F-16 fighter aircraft,” he said.

Turkey has emerged as a key 
supporter of Mohamud’s gov-
ernment, and has deployed 
fighter jets in the country.

New Delhi to ban construction for six 
weeks to tackle air pollution

AFP | New Delhi, India

New Delhi will ban con-
struction for six weeks in 

the country’s capital, as part of 
a slew of measures announced 
yesterday to tackle the city’s 
air pollution.

Delhi, a sprawling megacity 
of 30 million people, is regu-
larly ranked among the world’s 
most polluted capitals due to a 
mix of emissions from power 
plants, heavy traffic, construc-
tion activity and the burning of 
crop stubble.

The construction ban will 
run from December 10 to 
January 20 as part of a win-
ter action plan which will in-
clude restrictions on vehic-
ular traffic aimed at encour-
aging residents to use public  
transport.

“Early implementation 
of these stringent measures 
would help prevent the city’s 
air from reaching hazardous 
levels during winter,” Delhi 
Environment Minister Man-
jinder Singh Sirsa told report-

ers.
Air pollution in Delhi regu-

larly reaches dangerous levels 
during winter months when 
cooler air traps pollutants 
close to the ground.

A study in The Lancet Plan-
etary Health in 2024 estimated 
that 3.8 million deaths in India 
between 2009 and 2019 were 
linked to air pollution.

Levels of cancer-causing PM 
2.5 microparticles often hit 
more than 300 micrograms 
per cubic metre in the city, 20 
times the World Health Organ-
ization’s recommended daily 
maximum.

Government-led initiatives 
such as partial restrictions on 
fossil fuel-powered transport 
and water trucks spraying mist 
to clear the air have failed to 
make a noticeable impact.

Under the new plan, Sirsa 
said “staggered office timings 
will be implemented from 
November 1 to February 28 
to reduce peak-hour traf-
fic congestion and vehicular  
emissions”.

Poland eases rules for fighter pilots to 
shoot down foreign aircraft: minister
AFP | Warsaw, Poland

Poland will allow its fighter 
planes and helicopters to 

shoot down foreign aircraft de-
tected by radar under special 
wartime defence measures, its 
deputy defence minister said 
yesterday.

It is the latest step to raise 
the NATO and EU member 
state’s defences as the war in 
neighbouring Ukraine drags 
on into its fifth winter and al-
lies warn of a rising threat of 
Russian drones.

Such a change will allow 
“the pilot or the operational 
commander to make a deci-
sion to shoot down a foreign 

aircraft on the basis of radar 
readings or other informa-
tion that enters the system”, 
minister Cezary Tomczyk  
said.

This will replace “the stand-
ard in peacetime”, where 
opening fire requires visual 
identification, rather than on 
the basis of radar readings or 
other relevant information.

“We cannot remain idle 
when it comes to threats, and 
the indications are that there 
will only be more of them,” 
he added.

Tomczyk said this capability 
is “usually reserved for a state 
of war or martial law”.

Trump offered 
to sell arms to Xi

US ambassador tells Fox News

AFP | Washington, Unit-
ed States

US P re s i d e n t  D o n a l d 
Trump offered to sell 
arms to his Chinese coun-

terpart Xi Jinping in response 
to concern over weapons sales 
to Taiwan, the US ambassador to 
China said in a Fox News inter-
view that aired yesterday. 

US arms sales to the self-ruled 
island, which China claims is 
part of its territory and has 
threatened to seize by force, 
have long been a thorny issue 
between Washington and Bei-
jing.

The United States is required 
by law to supply Taiwan, which 
has a democratically elected 
president and legislature, with 
weapons for its defense.

US Ambassador to China Da-
vid Perdue said the issue was 
raised again when Xi visited the 
United States last week.

“President Trump continues 
to say, ‘Hey, we sell arms to oth-
er people around the world.’ 
He actually asked President Xi 
-- would he like to buy some? 
-- at one point,” Perdue said in 
the interview.

“There are continuing con-
versations about other sales, 

(Trump) and President Xi talk 
about that every time they get 
together,” Perdue said, adding 
that the US position has not 
changed.

The White House did not 
immediately respond to AFP’s 
request for comment.

White House officials said 
that the US had no plans to sell 
arms to China, according to the 
New York Times and the Wall 
Street Journal.

The US State Department said 
in a statement to the New York 
Times that “US law prohibits 
arms sales to China and there 
is no offer or plan to sell arms 
to China.”

The Chinese foreign ministry 
did not directly answer when 
asked about the comments on 
Monday, but said China has “al-
ways strengthened its national 
defense capabilities based on its 
own needs, and remains com-
mitted to maintaining world 
peace and stability.”

Beijing warned Taiwan in 
June that seeking independence 
“by relying on the United States 
or through military means is a 
dead end.”

Washington approved a $11.1 
billion arms sale to Taiwan in 
December, which Perdue said 
was a sale of “more arms to Tai-
wan than any other president 
since 1979.”

The US paused a $14 billion 
weapons purchase by Taiwan 
in May, with Trump calling it 
a “very good negotiating chip” 

in dealings with China, rais-
ing fears that Taiwan’s security 
could be traded away.

During his Washington trip, 
Xi repeated his warning that 
Trump should show “prudence” 
over Taiwan, and went further 
to urge the United States to 
oppose Taiwan independence 
explicitly.

Both leaders confirmed they 
would meet again at the APEC 
summit in Shenzhen, China, in 
November and the G20 forum at 
Trump’s Doral resort in Miami 
in December.

Nothing to seal here: NZ police 
help stranded pup home

AFP | Wellington, New Zealand

New Zealand police came to 
the rescue of a seal cross-

ing a busy road, helping the 
perplexed pinniped pup back 
safely into the water, they said 
yesterday.

The slightly soggy marine 
mammal was spotted by locals 
“dangerously” crossing Hutt 
Road in Wellington on Sunday 
afternoon, police said.

The creature then attempted 
to get back to the water, spark-
ing swift action from police and 
Department of Conservation 

officials to make sure it did so 
unharmed. “The pup appeared 
grateful for the assistance,” a 
police statement added.

“Our staff were able to uplift 
the seal and drive it to a safe 
place where it was released 
into the water,” Senior Sergeant 
Miriam Bentley from Welling-
ton Police said.

“This was collaborative prob-
lem-solving which prevented 
any further issues for the young 
seal and for road users.”

“When I joined police 15 
months ago they said to be 
ready for anything, so I guess 

this demonstrates that’s true!” 
said Constable Taylor, who es-
corted the pup.

The seas around New Zea-
land are populated with mul-
tiple species of seals, who do 
occasionally wander ashore.

The Department of Conser-
vation reported this weekend a 
200 percent increase in sight-
ings on land around Wellington, 
local media said, describing it as 
“seal silly season”.

Police urged the public to 
alert them to more runaway 
seals and not attempt to inter-
vene themselves.

New Zealand police came to the rescue of a seal seen crossing a busy road, helping the perplexed pinniped pup back 
safely into the water.

Moscow seizes Russian assets 
of German food retailer Metro
AFP | Moscow, Russia

Russian authorities have 
seized the assets of Ger-

man wholesaler and food re-
tailer Metro and put them 
under temporary adminis-
tration, under a decree pub-
lished yesterday -- the latest 
in a series of business takeo-
vers linked to countries that 
back Ukraine.

The decree, signed by 
President Vladimir Putin, 

announced that the Russian 
operations of Metro Cash and 
Carry had been put under the 
“temporary management” of 
a company called UK Torg 
RUS.

This comes after Moscow 
earlier this month seized the 
businesses and assets of Swiss 
food giant Nestle, as well as 
French retailer Auchan and 
the former Leroy Merlin DIY 
chain.

Rising seas threaten spread of 
marine invaders, scientists say
AFP | Paris, France

Sea-level rise driven by cli-
mate change could help in-

vasive marine species spread 
into newly flooded coastal ar-
eas, threatening biodiversity 
and some economic activities, 
researchers warned in a study 
published yesterday.

The findings in Nature Ecol-
ogy & Evolution highlight the 
links between the climate and 
biodiversity crises, with global 
warming altering ecosystems 
and creating new opportunities 

for non-native species to thrive.
That could "potentially ex-

pose ecosystems and human ac-
tivities that have not previously 
been affected by these species," 
said study co-author Xuan Liu 
of Beijing Normal University.

The researchers modelled 
the potential future spread 
of 122 established non-native 
marine animals, including fish, 
crustaceans, molluscs and sea 
stars, under different climate 
and sea-level scenarios.

Climate change causes sea 
levels to rise through thermal 

expansion -- ocean water in-
creases in volume as it warms 
-- and the melting of glaciers 
and ice sheets. Global sea levels 
are projected to rise by about 20 
centimetres (eight inches) by 
2050 and 56 cm by 2100 under 
a scenario of moderate growth 
in greenhouse gas emissions.

That would see around 
360,000 square kilometres 
(139,000 square miles) of coast-
al land flooded by mid-century, 
rising to 550,000 square kilo-
metres by the end of the cen-
tury.

Somali government forces patrol a street as residents gather following 
reported shelling in the Howl Wadaag district of Mogadishu


