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An archaeologist working on the supposed remains of French General Charles 
Etienne Gudin de la Sablonniere in Smolensk. 

DNA to solve mystery of Napoleon’s general lost in Russia
Moscow, Russia

Archaeologists are set to 
unveil the answer to a 
200-year-old question 

over the remains of a French 
general who died during Napo-
leon’s 1812 campaign in Russia.

Charles Etienne Gudin was 
hit by a cannonball in the Battle 
of Valutino on August 19 near 
Smolensk, a city west of Moscow 
close to the border with Belarus. 

His leg was amputated and 
he died three days later from 
gangrene, aged 44.

The French army cut out his 
heart, now buried at the Pere 
Lachaise cemetery in Paris, but 
the site of the rest of his re-
mains was never known, until 
researchers found a likely skel-
eton this summer.

“As soon as I saw the skeleton 
with just one leg, I knew that 
we had our man,” the head of 
the Franco-Russian team that 
discovered the remains in July, 
Marina Nesterova, told AFP.

Genetic analysis is being car-
ried out to confirm the identity, 
using DNA from one of the gener-
al’s descendants, with the results 
to be announced on Thursday.

Gudin is said to have been one 
of Napoleon’s favourite generals 

and the two men attended mil-
itary school together. His name 
is engraved on the Arc de Tri-

omphe monument in Paris.
The fresh search for his re-

mains  has been underway since 

May, funded by a Franco-Rus-
sian group headed by Pierre Ma-
linowski, a historian and former 
soldier with ties to the French 
far-right and support from the 
Kremlin.

The team in Smolensk first fol-
lowed the memoirs of a subordi-
nate of Gudin, Marshall Davout, 
who organised the funeral and 
described a mausoleum made of 
four cannon barrels pointing up-
ward, said Nikolai Makarov, the 
director of the Russian Institute 
of Archaeology.

When that trail ran cold, they 
checked another theory by a wit-

ness of the funeral and found 
pieces of a wooden casket buried 
under an old dance floor in the 
city park.

A preliminary report conclud-
ed that the skeleton belonged to 
a man who died aged 40-45.

Gudin’s death near Smolensk 
came near the beginning of Na-
poleon’s march toward Moscow, 
400 kilometres (250 miles) fur-
ther east.

Napoleon had hoped to defeat 
the Russian army at Valutino and 
sign an advantageous treaty, but 
it managed to escape and Rus-
sian Tsar Alexander refused to 
discuss peace.

“This battle could have been 
decisive if Napoleon hadn’t un-
derestimated the Russians,” Ma-
linowski said. 

“Heavy losses in this battle 
showed Napoleon that he was 
going to go through hell in Rus-
sia.”

Napoleon’s march on Russia 
ended in a disastrous retreat as 
Russians used scorched earth 
tactics and even ordered Mos-
cow to be burnt to sap Napole-
on’s resources.

Less than 10 percent of his 
Grand Armee survived Russian 
invasion.
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French General Charles Etienne 
Gudin de la Sablonniere (Courtesy of 
wikipedia)

Malaysia ex-PM pivotal in 1MDB plunder
• Najib faces up to 20 
years in jail for each 
of the abuse of power 
charges and five years in 
jail for each of the counts 
of money-laundering.

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Malaysia’s  ex-prime 
minister Najib Razak 
played a pivotal role in 

plundering state fund 1MDB and 
hundreds of millions of dollars 
were illicitly channelled to his 
bank account, a prosecutor said 
yesterday at the opening of his 
biggest graft trial.

Claims that Najib and his 
cronies pilfered massive sums 
from the fund and spent it on 
everything from real estate to 
artwork contributed to the de-
feat of his long-ruling coalition 
to a reformist alliance.

After losing power last year, 
the former prime minister was 
arrested and hit with dozens of 
charges related to 1MDB. He is 
expected to face several trials. 

The first started earlier this 
year but Wednesday’s is the big-
gest, with Najib accused of 21 
counts of money-laundering and 
four of abuse of power, centring 
on allegations that he illicitly ob-
tained 2.28 billion ringgit ($540 
million) from 1MDB. 

Opening the trial, lead pros-
ecutor Gopal Sri Ram said that 
Najib used an “elaborate cha-
rade” and played a “pivotal role” 
in plundering 1Malaysia Devel-
opment Berhad, a fund estab-
lished with the ostensible aim 
of boosting Malaysia’s economy.

“His objective was to enrich 
himself,” the prosecutor told 
the packed High Court in Kua-
la Lumpur, as he outlined how 
1MDB funds were channelled in a 
“circuitous route” between 2011 
and 2014 to Najib. 

Najib -- who was also finance 
minister -- put himself in “sole 
control” of the fund’s important 
affairs and used his position “to 
exert influence over the board 

of 1MDB to carry out certain ab-
normal transactions with undue 
haste”, he said.

In August 2013, over two bil-
lion ringgit was sent to Najib’s 
account at a Malaysian bank be-
fore it was quickly transferred 

out again, according to the pros-
ecutor.

When news emerged of the 
looting, Najib sought to cover his 
tracks by producing “sham” doc-
uments that claimed the money 
was a donation from an Arab 

prince, Gopal said.
“The accused took active steps 

to evade justice,” he added.

Crucial in 1MDB saga
The court also heard the for-

mer premier was the “mirror 

image” of fugitive financier Jho 
Low, who has been charged in 
both Malaysia and the United 
States, and the two men “acted 
as one” when it came to their 
dealings with 1MDB.

Low, a chubby, bespectacled 
Malaysian jet-setter known for 
partying with Hollywood A-lis-
ters, held no official positions 
at 1MDB but exerted huge influ-
ence over its operations.

The case relates to a crucial 
part of the 1MDB saga. When 
reports surfaced in 2015 that 
huge sums linked to the fund 
had flowed into Najib’s bank 
account, it dramatically ratch-
eted up pressure on the leader 
and he became increasingly au-
thoritarian.

The attorney-general later 
cleared Najib of any wrongdo-
ing, saying the money was a per-
sonal donation from the Saudi 
royal family, and closed down 
domestic investigations.

The 66-year-old, who was in 
court for the start of the trial, 
denies all the charges.

Speaking after Wednesday’s 
proceedings, lawyer Muham-
mad Shafee Abdullah said Na-
jib “has been misled. Jho Low 
himself has misled many people, 
has misled the bank and misled 
1MDB”.

Najib faces up to 20 years in 
jail for each of the abuse of pow-
er charges and five years in jail 
for each of the counts of mon-
ey-laundering.

Four witnesses testified at 
Wednesday’s hearing, including 
three government officials and 
the former director of a digital 
services company paid to man-
age Najib’s online presence.

Prosecutors wrapped up their 
case Tuesday in Najib’s first tri-
al, which involves the theft of 
42 million ringgit from a former 
unit of 1MDB. The judge will 
rule in November whether it is 
strong enough to continue.

The US Department of Justice, 
which is seizing assets in Amer-
ica allegedly bought with loot-
ed 1MDB money, believes that 
$4.5 billion was stolen from the  
fund. 

Source : AFP Photo/
Manan Vatsyayana

What is Malaysia’s 1MDB scandal?

US Justice Department in July
moved to seize more than 
$1 billion in assets bought 
with money believed to have
been siphoned from 1MDB 

1MDB was owned by the
finance ministry, which
was headed by then
Prime Minister 
Najib Razak

1Malaysia Development
Berhad (1MDB)

Key allegations

$700 million missing from 
a joint venture with a Saudi
energy company in 2009

Sovereign wealth fund

Focuses on investments in
strategic development projects

Abu Dhabi sovereign wealth 
fund accused 1MDB of failure 
to pay back a $1 billion loan

$4 billion suspicious payments
to a now-dissolved British
Virgin Islands company, 
according to a Malaysian
parliamentary report year

Mormons ban guns 
inside churches
Los Angeles, United States 

The Mormon Church has 
banned the carrying of 

firearms in its places of wor-
ship, upgrading previous 
rules that only discouraged 
bringing guns as “inappro-
priate.”

The Church -- officially 
called the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints 
-- said the move was not di-
rectly linked to the series of 
deadly mass shootings that 
have recently plunged the 
United States into mourn-
ing.

Instead, the ban is a re-
sponse to an imminent 
change to the law in the 
state of Texas that removes 
churches, synagogues and 
other places of worship 
from the list of places where 
carrying a handgun is pun-
ishable by one year in pris-
on.

Second woman dies 
in Spain listeria 
outbreak
Madrid, Spain 

A woman died Tuesday 
after eating tainted 

meat in Spain, the second 
fatality in a listeria outbreak 
that has seen more than 
200 people infected with 
the potentially fatal food-
borne bacteria, authorities  
said.

The government of the 
southern region of Anda-
lusia said in a statement a 
74-year-old patient died in 
hospital in Seville just over 
a week after a 90-year-old 
woman also passed away.

Listeria is a common bac-
teria and most people who 
consume tainted foods do 
not become ill. 

But for elderly people, 
pregnant women or those 
with serious conditions like 
diabetes or cancer, it poses a 
serious threat.
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Inside A Box 
Of Goodness 

WHAT: LADIES NIGHT AT TANATAN
WHEN: ONGOING TILL AUGUST 31
WHERE: RAMEE GRAND HOTEL AND SPA
Enjoy the exquisite offer of buy one get one main 
course free!!! Get ready for a fun night with your girls!! 

WHAT: AC/DC TRIBUTE BRUNCH PARTY
WHEN: AUGUST 29 & 30
WHERE: SHERLOCK HOLMES BAR & RESTAURANT
This month’s anticipated brunch party at Sherlock 
Holmes is a tribute to AC/DC! Fronted by the most 
authentic Angus Young and 80s-era Brian Johnson 
in the business; AC/DC UK deliver up to two hours of 
a powerhouse show, featuring all the big AC/DC hits; 
with a few fan favorites thrown in to boot! 
The experienced backline drive out the set with the 
same tenacity, volume, and passion as the real deal! 
All the AC/DC gimmicks are brought out to whip the 
crowd into a frenzy! 

WHAT: WE LOVE THE 80s & 90s PARTY!
WHEN: AUGUST 30
WHERE: CODA JAZZ LOUNGE
The retro night is back by popular demand where 
nostalgia hits you in every direction with the beloved 
hit tunes from the 80s & 90s! It promises to be a 
night of fun & dancing with both a live band and DJ 
Sessions to get you into the groove and transport you 
to a time when we were young and full of fun!
From hits coming your way from the likes of Whitney 
Houston, Prince, The Back Street Boys, Ace of Base, 
Vanilla Ice, and come checkout what else is on the 
list! The event is of free entry.

WHAT: DEGUSTATION DINNER 
WHEN: 12:00 PM - 03:00 PM, 07:00 
PM - 11:00 PM,  SEPTEMBER
WHERE: PLUMS
Experience a sensory journey through 
a 5-course tasting menu with optional 
blind beverage pairing. Perfect for 
culinary enthusiasts and couples or 
friends seeking an exciting dining 
experience.

WHAT: MAMMA MIA MONDAYS 
WHEN: 07:00 PM - 11:00 PM, 
MONDAYS
WHERE: PRIMAVERA
Start the week with Italian favorites at 
Primavera. This season, let us entice 
your palate with a new menu featuring 
a selection of traditional pizza and 
pasta. 

WHAT: SEAFOOD FESTIVAL AT LA MED
WHEN: 07:00 PM TO 10:30 PM, 
MONDAYS
WHERE: LA MED, RITZ CARLTON, 
BAHRAIN
The Ocean’s finest bounty is served 
and your favorite catch of the day is 
prepared in a variety of ways - grilled, 
steamed, fried or poached - from the 
buffet spread and live cooking stations.

A Box of Goodness, a charity organization established in 
Bahrain in 2017, began with the aim to promote giving to 
charity, amongst the residents. With a box for a month, 
every day, you put away a little something that you would 

want to share with someone else. At the end of the month, you have 
a box full of goodness, that is going to make someone less fortunate 
than you are, incredibly happy. Bahrain has given so much to its 
residents, both local and expatriates, that they are all brimming with 
the need to give back.
With this precious beginning, they have now branched out into a 
variety of activities. Weekender had the opportunity to sit down with 
the founder of a Box of Goodness to chat about their journey so far, 
and on forward.

W. In the past three years, how much do you think awareness 
about giving charity, the right way to do it, etc., has increased 
in Bahrain?
B.O.G.  There are so many charities in Bahrain doing a fabulous 
job, each one focusing on and tackling different issues. Personally, 
we have received amazing responses from the public, every time 
that we have approached them. What we would hope for is more 
awareness regarding animal rights, and kindness to animals. 
Though we are presently not carrying out projects concerning 
animal rights, we are working with marine life conservation, and 
keeping the oceans trash-free.

W. Who are your biggest supporters or helping hands?
B.O.G. We don’t have a team just for Box of Goodness, but that has 
never left us shorthanded. We have a steady stream of volunteers 
more than interested in helping us carry out our activities. There 
are companies who give us various kinds of aid. The Jawad group 
and St.Christopher’s School have generously allowed us space for 
collection boxes when it is time for our yearly winter collection drive. 
People donate food, dry rations, clothes, other essentials, baby 
items, anything that we appeal for when we are tackling a task. 
To name them would be a big task, and we wouldn’t want to miss 
out on anybody. There are also silent contributors and anonymous 
donors.

W. What were your most notable projects up till now?
B.O.G. Over the past two years, we have branched out from 
where we began, and have been able to carry out a multitude of 
activities. From holding bi-monthly birthday parties for the children 
of Al Sanabel Orphan Care Society to be able to provide the first 
response when mishaps happen, we have come a long way. Last 
year, we collaborated with the Migrant Workers Protection Society to 

come to the aid of the migrant laborers who lost their housing when 
a building in Salmaniya collapsed due to a gas cylinder explosion. 
We appealed to the public and received such an overwhelming 
response that we had to set a cut off date on the donations, and 
redirect the rest directly to the MWPS, due to storage issues. The 
winter collection drive involves collecting warm clothing and other 
supplies required to brave the cold weather and reaching them to 
labor camps or families in need. We have managed to set up 
a sort of emergency response for foreign countries in need. 
There was a campaign that was run for street cleaners. 
A big hit was our mum n baby campaign, where we 
collected baby’s items like prams or toys or clothing 
that were in disuse, and donated them to families 
with new babies who couldn’t afford a lot.

We have recently begun organizing beach 
cleanup drives. The biggest one so far 
was held for Earth Day, just before 
the summer began. We had 
employees of Bahrain Credit 
company and the youth from 
the Sacred Heart Church 
volunteer for us. Of the 
trash that we collect from 
the beach, we separate the 
plastics and drop them off at 
a pickup point in Adliya, set 
up by the Association for 
the Friends and Family 
of the Disabled in Bahrain. 
They sell the collected plastic 
to recycling plants and use 
the money to buy supplies 
like wheelchairs, etc.

W. What is A Box of 
Goodness’ next big project?
B.O.G.  We are presently 
hoping to create strides on 
the beach clean-up front, and 
have organized a big drive for this 
September. We hope to both help the 
flora and fauna thrive undisturbed, and to be 
able to contribute to as many wheelchairs as 
we can. The aim is to give back to the world, to 
nature, to our future.


