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US, UAE launch Al
Military Task Force
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PORTUGAL FACES NEW FIRES
Yestarday, sesaral fires broke out in northenn

and central Portugal, with over 1,000
firefighters and cther professionals fighting
the flames, supported by arownd 20 plames
and halicoptors, civil protoction Serices said,

“Tight at the end of the funnel™ in their battle
against some of The worst lorest fires in
the country's festony,

NEW SPANISH HEATWAVE
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FRENCH FIRE STABLE, BUT ALERT
The huge fire reging n France's southrestern Gronde
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ESpain’s AEMET meteceological agency
officially dechured a new heatwave would
Bgin on Wednatday, eting urtil the
erd of the woeh.

.S. Central Com-
mand (CENTCOM) an-

0N has “siabalued . maarg & S rol advancing”.

nounced an agreement with

the United Arab Emirates to [!

establish the first bilateral task
force dedicated to accelerat-
ing the development and de-

ployment of military artificial |

intelligence (A1) applications.

Named Task Force Talon
Synapse, the initiative is ex-
pected to officially launch in
the coming weeks. The Abu
Dhabi-based team will include
around 20 American and Emi-
rati specialists with expertise
in artificial intelligence, data
technologies and cybersecu-
rity.

“This will be a historic mile-
stone as we work with one
of our most capable region-
al partners to rapidly deliver
evolving AT advancements to
our warfighters,” said Adm.
Brad Cooper, CENTCOM com-
mander.

He added that the United
States and the UAE share a
commitment to adopting Al
technologies that promote in-
novation “at speed and scale.”

The task force’s formation
follows discussions last year
between Adm. Cooper and
UAE National Security Advi-
sor Shaikh Tahnoon bin Zayed

- ADM. BRAD COOPER, CENTCOM
COMMANDER

Al Nahyanon the possibility of
creating a dedicated AI coop-
eration initiative.

CENTCOM officials also held
discussions with artificial in-
telligence industry leaders
and Emirati defence officials
during a recent regional visit
to advance the project.

The task force will focus
on integrating AI solutions
to support intelligence op-
erations, strengthen the pro-
tection of critical infrastruc-
ture, and enhance monitor-
ing of the regional security
environment.

The initiative marks a sig-
nificant step in expanding
US-UAE defence cooperation
and reflects growing efforts
by both countries to leverage
emerging technologies in mil-
itary and security operations.
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Boeing reports loss on costs
from US presidential plane

AFP | New York, United
States

Boeing reported a big-
ger-than-expected loss
Tuesday fuelled by $280
million in additional costs in
outfitting two US presidential
planes, but said broad-based
revenue growth showed pro-
gress after several troubled
years.

The US aerospace giant
scored an eight percent in-
crease in revenues to $24.6
billion on increased com-
mercial plane deliveries and
higher volume in defense,
space and security.

Boeing reported a sec-
ond-quarter loss of $428
million, smaller than in the
year-ago period, but bigger

than projected by analysts.

The results included $280
million in losses on the vC-
25B program for the presi-
dential plane, Air Force One,
which has been beset by de-
lays and cost overruns.

The latest Air Force One
expenses are for "additional
production and certification
resources,” Boeing said in its
earnings press release. The
original 2018 contract was to
modify and outfit two 747-8
aircraft for presidential use.

Boeing described certifi-
cation efforts for new 737
MAX and 777 planes as on
track with US air regulators.
Boeing has said the first of
these planes -- the 737 MAX
7 -- as in the "last throes” of
the process.
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Netanyahu visits White House for first
Trump talks durmg Iran war

The meeting is
the eighth between
the leaders since
Trump’s return to
office in early 2025

® Upon arriving in
Washington, Netanyahu
attended a private
memorial dinner.

AFP | Washington, United States

sraeli Prime Minister Ben-
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jamin Netanyahu visited the Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu (L) meeting with US President Donald
White House yesterday for Trump in the Oval Office of the White House in Washington DC

his first in-person talks with
President Donald Trump since
the Iran war began, as the lead-
ers sought to patch over public
disagreements on the conflict.

The meeting -- which took
place behind closed doors -- was
expected to be dominated by the
war, which began with US and
Israeli strikes on Iran in late Feb-
ruary but has seen a recent pause
in the fighting as Washington
says it wants to give negotiations
a chance.

Israel has not taken part in
the latest round of hostilities
between the United States and
Iran, which flared earlier this

Israel says US bombers used its bases

AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

I sraeli defence minister Isra-
el Katz yesterday said that
American warplanes used Is-
raeli bases during their attacks
on Iran, reiterating that his
country was prepared to retal-
iate if targeted.

Fighting between the US and
Iran has been paused since Fri-
day after 13 nights of US strikes
on the Islamic republic, after
an April ceasefire collapsed.

Israel has not taken part
in the latest round of hos-
tilities in the war that be-
gan in late February with a
wave of US-Israeli strikes
on Iran.

"The fact is that, at the mo-
ment -- and this could change
within an hour -- the Irani-
ans are firing at everything
in the region except one
country: the State of Israel,”
Katz told Israel’s right-wing
Channel 14.

month as an April ceasefire col-
lapsed.

The talks -- which the White
House described as “positive and
productive” -- lasted for about an
hour and a half.

The meeting is the eighth be-
tween the leaders since Trump’s
return to office in early 2025
and comes ahead of key elector-
al tests later this year for both
Netanyahu and the US president:
national elections in Israel and
midterm polls in the United
States.

Upon arriving in Washington,
Netanyahu attended a private
memorial dinner on Monday
evening in honour of the late
senator Lindsey Graham, his of-
fice said.

He was also scheduled to at-
tend the memorial service for
Graham later Tuesday.

Relations between Trump
and Netanyahu reached a low
point in April during negotia-
tions on the ceasefire with Iran,
with Trump unleashing profani-
ty-laced tirades against his Israeli
ally.

Trump later described Netan-
yahu in an interview as a “very
difficult guy”

Netanyahu downplayed the
exchanges as “tactical disagree-
ments,” saying they were aligned
on the goals of the war.

Cruise ship runs aground on

AFP | Sofia, Bulgaria

ulgarian border guards yes-
terday began evacuating
nearly 200 passengers from a
cruise ship that ran aground on
the Danube because of low water
levels, the interior ministry said.
Europe has been hit by a suc-
cession of heatwaves this summer
and the Danube -- the continent’s
second-longest river which flows
through 10 countries -- has re-
corded low water levels in re-
cent weeks that have hindered
navigation.
The Swiss-flagged Viking
Ullur ran aground at about
2:20 am (2320 GMT Monday),

File picture

some 25 kilometres (15 miles)
upstream of Vidin in north-
east Bulgaria, the ministry
said.

The incident happened at
night, in reduced visibility and

“due to the low level of water in
the Danube”, a statement read.
For security reasons, the op-
eration was carried out with the
help of aborder police speedboat
and was expected to be complet-

the Danube due to low water levels

ed before nightfall, it added.

The ship, which plies a route
between the Hungarian capi-
tal Budapest and Romania, was
carrying 186 passengers, all of
them European Union citizens,
as well as 52 crew members and
service staff.

It had been due to call at the
port of Vidin to resupply and
was also beginning to run short
of drinking water, the ministry
said.

Another ship was chartered
by the shipping agent to take
the passengers but was not able
to get near the vessel that ran
aground.



