
THE BEST AND MOST BEAUTIFUL 
THINGS IN THE WORLD CANNOT BE 
SEEN OR EVEN TOUCHED
HELEN KELLER

QUOTE 
OF THE 
DAY

THURSDAY, JULY 29, 2021

1609 1905 1921 1949TODAY 
IN 

HISTORY
Samuel de Champlain shoots and kills 
two Iroquois chiefs at Ticonderoga, New 
York setting the stage for French-Iro-
quois conflicts for the next 150 years

US Secretary of War William Howard Taft makes se-
cret agreement with Japanese Prime Minister Katsu-
ra agreeing to Japanese free rein in Korea in return 
for non-interference with the US in the Philippines

Adolf Hitler becomes 
leader of the Nation-
al Socialist German 
Workers Party

Moscow ends the 
blockade of West 

Berlin

Today, I’m proud to announce an 
additional $25 million from the US 

government, through @USAID, to support 
India’s COVID-19 vaccination programme. 
The United States’ support will help save 

lives by strengthening vaccine supply 
chains across India
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Today’s announce-
ment makes clear 

that the most impor-
tant protection we have 
against the Delta variant 
is the vaccine. Although 
most U.S. adults are vac-
cinated, too many are not 
and that has to change.

@JoeBiden

We’re now almost 
halfway to our tar-

get of recruiting 20,000 
new police officers by 
2023. 

@BorisJohnson

So honoured to meet 
His Highness Sheikh 

Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, Emir of 
#Kuwait. I thanked him 
for Kuwait’s generosity in 
supporting humanitarian 
& health crisis respons-
es. @WHO welcomes
Kuwait’s solidarity in the 
fight against #COVID19 & 
for #VaccinEquity.

@DrTedros

Central Government 
is closely monitor-

ing the situation in the 
wake of the cloudbursts 
in Kishtwar and Kargil. 
All possible assistance is 
being made available in 
the affected areas. I pray 
for everyone’s safety and 
well-being.

@narendramodi

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 284,090 16,498 228,624 38,968

Saudi 
Arabia

522,108 +1,334 8,200 +11 502,528 11,380

UAE 674,724 1,929 652,180 20,615

Kuwait 394,538 2,298 378,810 13,430

Oman 295,535 +518 3,802 +14 277,632 14,101

Qatar 225,747 +225 601 +1 223,376 1,770

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 35,353,923 627,351

2 India 31,490,153 422,175

3 Brazil 19,749,073 551,906

4 Russia 6,195,232 156,178

5 France 6,026,115 111,695

6 UK 5,745,526 129,303

7 Turkey 5,638,178 51,048

8 Argentina 4,875,927 104,352

9 Colombia 4,747,775 119,482

10 Spain 4,368,453 81,323

11 Italy 4,330,739 128,010

12 Iran 3,792,014 89,782

13 Germany 3,767,531 92,083

14 Indonesia 3,287,727 88,659
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News in brief 
 u  Saudi affirmed its 
confidence in Tunisia’s 
leadership, saying it stands 
with everything that supports 
the security and stability of 
Tunisia, the Saudi state news 
agency (SPA) reported on Tuesday. 
The kingdom also said it respects 
everything related to Tunisian 
internal affairs and considers it a sovereign 
matter, SPA added. “Saudi Arabia affirms 
its confidence in the Tunisian leadership 
to overcome these circumstances and to 
achieve a decent life and prosperity for the 
brotherly Tunisian people.”

u An Israeli soldier killed a Palestinian in the occupied West 
Bank on Tuesday, the Palestinian health ministry said, and the army said he 
had approached troops with an iron bar in his hand. Some local residents described 
the man slain at the entrance to Beita village near the city of Nablus as a 41-year-old 

plumber who was heading home from work when he 
was shot dead. There were no disturbances there at the 
time, the locals said. An Israeli military spokeswoman 
said the Palestinian, carrying an iron bar, had “advanced 
rapidly” toward troops despite them firing warning shots 
in the air.

u Thai volunteers yesterday turned a cargo warehouse at 
Bangkok’s Don Muang Airport into a 1,800-bed field hospital for 
COVID-19 patients with less severe symptoms, as the country deals with its biggest 
outbreak to date. The Southeast Asian nation reported a daily record of 16,533 
new cases, plus 133 new deaths on Wednesday, bringing the total accumulated 
cases to 
543,361 and 
4,397 deaths. 
Workers drilled 
walls for toilet 
installations 
and set up beds and blankets. “This is a level 1+ field hospital where it can receive 
a large number of patients, who have less severe symptoms,” Rienthong Nanna, 
director of Mongkutwattana Hospital, said. 

u Iran’s COVID-19 
cases hit a record high 
for the second time 
in as many days on 
Tuesday, rising to almost 
35,000, as the health minister 
warned there was little hope of 
improvement unless the public followed health precautions, 
state TV reported. The epicentre of the pandemic in the 
Middle East, Iran reported 34,951 new cases on Tuesday, after 
registering a record 31,814 cases on Monday in a fifth wave blamed on the highly 
transmissible Delta variant. Deaths rose by 357 to 89,479 on Tuesday. “If health 
protocols are followed as they are now, we will not have much hope of getting 
out of the (high risk) ‘red’ situation,” Health Minister Saeed Namaki told state TV. 
Officials say less than 40% of Iranians wear masks and follow other precautions. 
State television broadcast scenes from burials of COVID-19 victims with crying 
relatives appealing to the public to follow safety precautions.

Israeli troops 
kill Palestinian 
in West Bank, 

officials say

Thailand 
builds COVID-19 
hospital in 
Bangkok airport 

Iran’s 
daily new 
COVID-19 
cases 
hit two 
consecutive 
record highs

Saudi affirms 
its confidence 
in Tunisian 

leadership

The Houthi movement holds 
most big urban centres after 
ousting the government from 

the capital, Sanaa, in late 2014, 
which prompted the coalition to 

intervene months later
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Kuwait bans 
unvaccinated 
citizens from 
travelling 
abroad

Reuters | Cairo

Kuwait on Tuesday said 
only citizens who have 

been vaccinated for the 
coronavirus will be allowed 
to travel abroad starting on 
Aug. 1.

A government statement 
said the rule excepted chil-
dren under age of 16, those 
with a health ministry cer-
tificate saying they cannot 
be vaccinated, and pregnant 
women who have a preg-
nancy proof certificate from 
authorities.

Also on Tuesday, the civil 
aviation authority said that 
all arrivals in Kuwait must 
have a negative COVID-19 
PCR test before they board 
their flights and must not 
be showing any symptoms.

All arrivals will have to be 
home quarantined for seven 
days unless they take a COV-
ID-19 PCR test inside Kuwait 
that comes out negative.

The Kuwaiti government 
on Monday eased some 
coronavirus related restric-
tions and resumed all activ-
ities except for gatherings 
which include conferences, 
weddings, and social events. 

A Kuwaiti passenger holding his 
luggage walks by the police and 
civil aviation personnel upon his 
arrival from Amman at Kuwait 
Airport

No happy anniversary for bride caught up in Beirut blast
Reuters | Beirut

It should have been the happiest 
of times, but Lebanese doctor 

Israa Seblani does not even have 
a photograph of her wedding on 
display as the memories are so 
painful.

She was standing radiant in a 
white gown and headdress in a 
square in Beirut last Aug. 4, the 
day she married businessman 

Ahmad Subeih, when the scene 
was shattered by a deafening 
roar as a powerful shockwave 
nearly blew her off her feet.

The video was seen round 
the world - one heartstopping 
moment among many families’ 
stories on the day a huge explo-
sion rocked the Lebanese capi-
tal. More than 200 people were 
killed and thousands more in-
jured. Swathes of the city were 
destroyed, the devastation still 

visible today.
“I still don’t have a photo of my 

wedding day at home,” Seblani, 
30, said, back in the same square 

as other couples celebrated 
their nuptials, just like they 
did.

“It was a disaster for the Leb-
anese people. I can’t see parents 

who lost their children, children 
who lost their parents, or the de-
struction that happened, and be 
happy. I won’t lie to myself.”

They plan to be at work on 

their first anniversary to keep 
themselves busy: she at the Rafik 
Hariri University Hospital, he at 
his clothing business.

“This is a day during which we 

can’t have any plans,” said Subeih, 
34, “This is a day of sadness and 
sorrow, it’s a black day, a day of 
mourning for all Lebanon.”

Seblani returned to the United 

States, where she had been work-
ing, in September, but coronavi-
rus restrictions prevented Subeih 
from joining her. She went back 
to Lebanon so they could be to-

gether until they find a new base 
away from the economic crisis of 
their homeland.

“We are looking for security, 
we don’t want money, we are not 
looking for a fancy life, we just 
want security,” Seblani said.

She may also be looking for 
somewhere where people will 
recognise her for other reasons.

“Of course I feel happy that 
people know me wherever I go, 
and I am sure everyone likes to be 
famous, but I prefer to be famous 
in a different way, because when 
people call me the famous bride 
or bride of Beirut, I remember the 
bad moments.”

Israa Seblani, a Lebanese doctor and the bride who was caught up in the last year’s Beirut 
port blast during a wedding photoshoot, poses for a picture with her husband Ahmad 
Subeih, at the same square where they were for their photoshoot in the moment of August 
4 explosion, in Beirut, Lebanon July 24, 2021.

Screen grabs from video taken during the wedding  in the moment of August 4 explosion Israa Seblani walks outside Rafik Hariri University Hospital, in Beirut, Lebanon

The video was seen round 
the world - one heartstop-
ping moment among many 
families’ stories on the day 
a huge explosion rocked the 

Lebanese capital. 

US envoy back in Gulf 
to push Yemen truce 
as battles spread

Reuters | Dubai

Senior US diplomats are 
holding talks in the Gulf 

region in a renewed push for 
a ceasefire in Yemen as fierce 
ground battles spread and the 
Iran-aligned Houthi group re-
sumed cross-border attacks on 
Saudi Arabia after a brief lull 
over holidays.

US special envoy for Yem-
en Tim Lenderking arrived in 
Saudi Arabia on Tuesday fol-
lowing a visit by Deputy Secre-
tary of State Wendy Sherman 
to Oman, amid stalled efforts 
for a breakthrough in ending 
more than six years of war.

The Saudi-led coalition that 
backs Yemen’s recognised gov-
ernment and the Houthis have 
been at odds over a United Na-
tions-led proposal for a nation-
wide truce and the lifting of 
a coalition blockade to ease a 
dire humanitarian crisis.

Meanwhile battles are rag-
ing in Yemen’s gas-rich Marib 
region, the government’s last 
northern stronghold, and in 
al-Bayda governorate. The co-
alition said late on Tuesday it 
destroyed four Houthi ballis-
tic missiles and two drones 
launched towards Jizan in 
southern Saudi Arabia.

Fighting has spread to 
al-Bayda as Houthi forces try 

to advance towards the south-
ern oil-producing Shabwa re-
gion, local and military sourc-
es said. Coalition air strikes 
have so far repelled Houthi 
advances.

Lenderking will discuss 
“growing consequences” of the 
Marib offensive that is trigger-
ing instability elsewhere and 
the “urgent need” for Riyadh 
and the Saudi-backed govern-
ment to facilitate fuel imports 
to northern Yemen, the State 
Department said.

The Houthis have insisted 
sea and air restrictions on are-
as they control be removed be-
fore any ceasefire talks, while 
the coalition wants a simulta-
neous deal.

A Yemeni government fighter fires a vehicle-mounted weapon at a frontline 
position during fighting against Houthi fighters in Marib, Yemen

India a leading global power, says Blinken
• First visit to India 
since joining US 
President Joe Biden’s 
administration

• Blinken announces  
$25 million from the US 
government, through 
@USAID, to support 
India’s COVID-19 
vaccination programme

• Blinken met his Indian 
counterpart, Foreign 
Minister Subrahmanyam 
Jaishankar, and 
other officials

• The two sides also 
discussed supplies of 
COVID-19 vaccines and 
the human rights records 
of both countries

TDT | agencies 

The US Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken, who is on 
his first visit to India since 

joining US President Joe Biden’s 
administration, welcomed yester-
day India’s emergence as a lead-
ing global power amid discus-
sions over deepening the US-India 
Comprehensive Global Strategic 
Partnership. 

“India is one of our most valued 
partners, and the US welcomes 
India’s emergence as a leading 
global power,” Blinken said in a 
tweet after meeting his Indian 
counterpart, Foreign Minister 
Subrahmanyam Jaishankar. 

Blinken said he had a collabo-
rative discussion with Jaishankar, 
“on many areas of cooperation, 
including efforts to support peace 
and stability in Afghanistan.”

“Had a warm discussion with @
DrSJaishankar on deepening the 
US-India Comprehensive Global 
Strategic Partnership, including 
strengthening Indo-Pacific co-
operation bilaterally and through 
the Quad. I look forward to work-

ing together in a continued part-
nership,” Blinken wrote. 

He also held discussions with 
other officials yesterday before 
calling on Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi. Later in the day, Blinker 
announced a UD$25 million sup-
port to India through USAID to 
back India’s COVID-19 vaccination 
programme. 

“Today, I’m proud to announce 
an additional $25 million from the 
US government, through @USAID, 
to support India’s COVID-19 vac-
cination programme. The United 
States’ support will help save lives 
by strengthening vaccine supply 
chains across India,” he tweeted. 

The two sides also discussed 
supplies of COVID-19 vaccines and 

the human rights records of both 
countries, the ministers told a 
joint news conference, and the 
Quad alliance, a security group 
that also includes Australia and 
Japan and has also angered China.

Asked about China taking um-
brage at Indo-pacific security 
cooperation and the Quad, Jais-
hankar told the news conference: 

“For groups of countries to work 
together is not strange.... Peo-
ple need to get over the idea that 
somehow other countries doing 
things is directed against them.”

Speaking to a group of civil so-
ciety leaders at a New Delhi hotel, 
Blinken said that the relationship 
between the United States and 
India was “one of the most im-
portant in the world”.

“The Indian people and the 
American people believe in hu-
man dignity and equality of op-
portunity, the rule of law, fun-
damental freedoms including 
freedom of religion and belief . . . 
these are the fundamental tenets 
of democracies like ours,” he said.

“And of course, both of our de-
mocracies are works in progress. 
As friends, we talk about that.”

In yet another tweet thanking 
the US Ambassador of India for 
the warm welcome, Blinken said, 
cooperation between our two 
nations continues to grow, and 

the work of @USandIndia, @US-
AndKolkata, @USAndChennai, @
USAndMumbai, and @USAndHy-
derabad to strengthen our ties 
with the Indian government and 
people truly makes a difference.

Blinken also held a meeting 
with a representative of the Da-
lai Lama in New Delhi yesterday. 

Meets Dalailama’s 
representative 

Blinken met briefly with 
Ngodup Dongchung, who pre-
sented him with a scarf from the 
Dalai Lama, a senior State Depart-
ment official said. Dongchung 
serves as a representative of the 
Central Tibetan Administration 
(CTA), also known as the Tibetan 
government in exile.

“The Dalai Lama obviously is a 
globally revered spiritual leader 
and so the gesture was gratefully 
received and appreciated,” said 
the official, who briefed reporters 
on condition of anonymity.

Welcoming Blinken Modi said, “Good to meet US Secretary of State @SecBlinken today. I welcome President Biden’s strong 
commitment to strengthen the India-US Strategic Partnership, which is anchored in our shared democratic values and is a force 
for global good.”

Blinken and US Ambassador to India Atul Keshap deliver remarks to civil society 
organization representatives in a meeting room at the Leela Palace Hotel in New 
Delhi, India

India’s Minister of External Affairs Subrahmanyam Jaishankar and U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken deliver opening 
remarks as they sit down to meet at Hyderabad House in New Delhi, India

Blinken and US Ambassador to India for the warm welcome

Jaishankar and Blinken hold a joint news conference 
at Jawaharlal Nehru Bhawan (JNB) in New Delhi


