
Israeli strike hits south of Beirut 
as Lebanon says raids kill 14

Lebanon and Israel prepare for Pentagon talks as violence threatens renewed escalation

• Israel launched 
strike near Beirut

• Ceasefire violations 
accusations continue

AFP | Beirut

Israel ’s  mil i tary  said  i t 
launched an airstrike in the 
Beirut area yesterday as a 

Lebanese source said an apart-
ment was hit, the second such 
raid since an April ceasefire an-
nouncement.

The escalation comes as Leba-
non and Israel prepare for talks 
between military delegations 
at the Pentagon on Friday, and 
for US-brokered talks early next 
week -- the fourth round since 
the latest Israel-Hezbollah war 
erupted on March 2.

After heavy strikes that Leb-
anese authorities said killed at 
least 14 people including three 
children, Israel’s military said 
it “precisely struck in Beirut”, 

without identifying the target.
A Lebanese military source, 

requesting anonymity, told AFP 
that “an Israeli strike targeted an 
apartment in the Choueifat area”.

AFPTV footage showed smoke 
rising from the area on the edge 
of Beirut’s southern suburbs, a 
Hezbollah stronghold.

An AFP correspondent said the 
first two floors of a residential 
building were damaged, and saw 
residents packing cars and leav-
ing.

It was the second Israeli 
strike on south Beirut since a 
ceasefire between Israel and the 
Iran-backed Hezbollah that was 
supposed to have taken effect 
on April 17 but has never been 
observed.

Both sides accuse each other 
of violating it and justify their at-
tacks by the other’s alleged truce 
breaches.

Hezbollah yesterday claimed 
several attacks with rockets and 
drones on Israeli troops in south 
Lebanon.

Spokesperson for the United 
Nations Interim Force in Leb-

anon (UNIFIL) peacekeepers 
Kandice Ardiel told AFP that 
last month’s agreement “had a 
positive effect in lessening the 
violence, but (we) have seen an 
escalation in recent weeks, and 
an intense escalation in recent 
days”.

The force said in a statement 
that “Wednesday saw around 670 

projectiles fired -- the highest 
level since 17 April”.

 ‘Cultural landmarks’ 
On Wednesday, Israel’s mil-

itary declared all areas south 
of Lebanon’s Zahrani River -- 
around 40 kilometres (25 miles) 
from the border and including 
the cities of Tyre and Nabatieh 
-- to be “combat zones” and told 
residents to evacuate.

This week, Israel vowed to 
ramp up operations in Lebanon 
and said it was expanding ground 
operations there.

Yesterday afternoon Israel’s 
military issued another evacua-
tion warning for swathes of Tyre 
and surrounding areas.

Israeli airstrikes hit Tyre and 
Sidon, both southern cities, early 
yesterday.

AFP footage showed a fireball 
followed by smoke as a strike hit 
a building in Tyre’s archaeologi-
cal district.

Resident Ghazouane Halawani 
told AFP he believed Israel want-
ed to attack the ancient city’s 
“history and its civilisation”.

“We’re staying here. This is 
our country, our land, our life,” 
he added.

Lebanese Foreign Minister 
Youssef Raggi said on X that he 
had begun “intensive diplomatic 
contacts” after Israeli attacks 
on Tyre struck “its historic old 
neighbourhoods, churches, 
mosques, and cultural landmarks 
that have stood resilient for thou-
sands of years”.

Israeli soldier killed 
Lebanon’s health ministry said 

a strike in Tyre killed two Syrians 
including a child, and another in 
Sidon killed five people, includ-
ing two women.

An AFP correspondent said the 
Sidon raid destroyed the first two 
floors of a residential building.

The ministry said another 
strike hit a vehicle in south Leb-
anon’s Adloun, killing six people 
“including two children, their 
mother and their father”.

Lebanon’s military said anoth-
er strike killed a soldier “while 
he was driving” in the Nabatieh 
region.

US, Iran accuse each other of 
violating truce after attacks

Fighting around the Strait of Hormuz reignited fears of broader regional escalation

• Five drones 
intercepted by US forces

• Kuwait condemns 
Iranian attacks

• Stuttering peace 
negotiations face 
deep uncertainty

AFP | Tehran

The United States and Iran 
accused each other of vi-
olating an ongoing cease-

fire yesterday following an ex-
change of fire, three months after 
the regional conflict began with 
US and Israeli strikes on Iran.

The latest incident was the 
most serious since the ceasefire 
took effect in April, complicating 
ongoing negotiations aimed at 
ending the conflict and prompt-
ing concern from regional states, 
including Kuwait, which de-
scribed the developments as a 
“dangerous escalation”.

Iranian forces fired at four 
ships attempting to cross the 
Strait of Hormuz without au-
thorisation, according to state 

broadcaster IRIB. Iran has im-
posed restrictions on the water-
way since the conflict began on 
February 28.

US forces said they intercepted 
five attack drones in and around 
the strait and prevented the 
launch of a sixth from a ground 
control site near the southern 
port city of Bandar Abbas.

According to IRIB, citing Iran’s 
Revolutionary Guards, the strike 

near Bandar Abbas prompted 
Iran to target what it described 
as “the American airbase that 
served as the source of the at-
tack”.

The Guards did not specify 
the location of the base, though 
Kuwait, which hosts US troops, 
said its air defences responded 
to incoming missiles and drones.

Kuwait’s foreign ministry later 
condemned what it described as 

Iranian attacks targeting Kuwaiti 
territory, calling them “a danger-
ous escalation”.

US Central Command de-
scribed the incident as an “egre-
gious ceasefire violation”.

Iranian foreign ministry 
spokesman Esmaeil Baqaei said 
Iran would “take all necessary 
measures to defend its national 
sovereignty”, while also accusing 
the United States of violating the 

truce. 
A US official said the American 

actions had been “measured” 
and “intended to preserve the 
ceasefire”.

Iran’s Revolutionary Guards 
warned of a “firm response” in 
the event of further attacks.

The exchange highlighted con-
tinued uncertainty surrounding 
negotiations aimed at formally 
ending the conflict, although nei-
ther side has indicated a willing-
ness to resume full-scale war.

Before yesterday’s strikes, 
Amir, a 27-year-old software de-
veloper in Tehran, said concerns 
about renewed fighting remained 
despite the ceasefire and reports 
of diplomatic progress.

“I feel like nothing is certain 
yet,” he said. “The daily question 
is: Will there be missile strikes 
tonight?”

THE MOST POWERFUL WEAPON 
ON EARTH IS THE HUMAN SOUL ON 
FIRE
FERDINAND FOCH

QUOTE 
OF THE 
DAY

FRIDAY, MAY 29, 2026

150
Gripen fighter jets are the 
long-term target Ukraine 

hopes to acquire from 
Sweden

5
attack drones were 

intercepted by US forces 
near the Strait of Hormuz, 
according to Washington

TOP 

4
TWEETS

03

01

Congratulations @An-
drisKulbergs on your 

election as Prime Minister 
of Latvia. I look forward to 
working with you on cru-
cial issues for Latvia and 
Europe: defence, competi-
tiveness, Ukraine, and the 
EU’s long-term budget. We 
will address all of them to-
gether in the June #EUCO.

@eucopresident

The Strait of Hormuz 
remains caught in a 

dangerous grey zone be-
tween war and peace. 
There is now a tenuous 
diplomatic push to extend 
the ceasefire and reopen 
the strait. Any first phase 
agreement between the 
U.S. and Iran must be 
followed by deeper talks 
about the nuclear stock-
pile, and other critical is-
sues for regional security. 
The EU can contribute 
with technical expertise. 
The EU is also helping to 
protect the freedom of 
navigation in the region, 
including through our op-
eration Aspides. We have 
already reinforced the 
mission with more ships.

@kajakallas

#Hantavirus update: 
the number of cases 

reported to @WHO so 
far remains 13, includ-
ing three deaths. No new 
deaths have been reported 
since 2 May. We remain in 
close contact with all gov-
ernments where passen-
gers and crew are being 
quarantined or receiving 
care in isolation. The sit-
uation remains stable at 
this time.

@DrTedros
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An Israeli airstrike 
hit a building inside 

Tyre’s archaeological 
district, prompting 
local residents to 
accuse Israel of 

deliberately targeting 
the ancient coastal 

city’s rich history and 
civilisation

KNOW WHAT

Trump voices 
support for 
Armenia PM ahead 
of tense vote
AFP | Washington

US President Donald 
Trump voiced sup-

port on Wednesday for 
Armenian Prime Min-
ister Nikol Pashinyan in 
the upcoming elections, 
which polls show as an 
exceedingly tight race.

The June 7 parliamen-
tary vote is seen as a lit-
mus test for Pashinyan’s 
moves to loosen Armeni-
an dependence on Mos-
cow while forging closer 
ties with the West.

The South Caucasus 
nation is also still reel-
ing from Azerbaijan’s 
2023 military takeover 
of the Karabakh region 
and the mass exodus of 
its 100,000 ethnic Ar-
menians.

Ukraine to buy up to 20 Gripen jet fighters, Sweden to donate 16
AFP | Stockholm

Ukraine plans to buy up to 20 
latest model Gripen fight-

er jets and Sweden will donate 
16 older models, the two coun-
tries announced yesterday as 
Ukraine’s President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy visited Sweden.

Ukraine plans to allocate 2.5 
billion euros ($2.9 billion) from 
an EU loan for the new aircraft, 

the Swedish government said 
in a statement. Regarding the 
latest model Gripen E jets, “the 
aim is to quickly conclude a final 
agreement with deliveries as of 
2030”, Prime Minister Ulf Kris-
tersson said at a joint press con-
ference with Zelenskyy at an air 
base in Uppsala, 70 kilometers 
(45 miles) north of Stockholm.

The 16 donated aircraft will 

be delivered in early 2027, Kris-
tersson said.

“This is a historic decision for 
Sweden, but it also strengthens 
Ukraine’s air defense signifi-
cantly,” he added.

The two countries signed a 
letter of intent in October on 
Kyiv’s purchase of 100 to 150 
Gripen E aircraft.

Zelenskyy said Ukraine, bat-

tling Russia’s invasion since 
2022, hoped to buy all 150 
planes.

“We hope we will be able to 
secure financing for all of them,” 
he said.

Sweden in 2024 suspended 
plans to send Gripen jets to 
Ukraine after partner countries 
requested that priority be given 
to providing US F-16 fighters.

Yemen’s ex-
president Hadi 
dies in Saudi 
Arabia
AFP | Washington

Yemen’s former Presi-
dent Abedrabbo Man-

sour Hadi has died at 80 
years old, the Yemeni pres-
idency said yesterday.

Three days of mourning, 
with lowered flags and con-
dolence books, was declared 
to commemorate Hadi, who 
oversaw a tumultuous peri-
od when the Houthis seized 
large swathes of Yemen, 
triggering a devastating 
civil war.

The presidency’s state-
ment praised his “wise lead-
ership,” saying he “led the 
Yemeni state through one 
of the most complex phases 
the country has ever experi-
enced, amid war, coup, and 
unprecedented humanitar-
ian and economic crises.”

Australia 
charges woman 
with terrorism 
over IS links
AFP | Sydney

Australian police charged 
yesterday a woman 

linked to the Islamic State 
group with membership of 
a terrorist organisation and 
entering a known conflict 
zone.

Hundreds of  women 
from Western nations were 
lured to the Middle East as 
IS gained prominence in the 
early 2010s, in many cases 
following husbands who 
had signed up as jihadist 
fighters.

A joint counter-terror 
police team said they will 
allege that the woman, 34, 
travelled to Syria between 
2013 and 2014 with a man 
to join Islamic State

The man is now believed 
to be imprisoned in the 
Middle East, they added.
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Constantinople, capital of the Eastern 
Roman Empire, falls to the Ottoman Turks 
under Mehmed the Conqueror, ending the 
Byzantine Empire after 1,100 years

The Korean navy, led by Admiral 
Yi Sun-sin, repels a Japanese 
fleet in the Battle of Sacheon, the 
first use of a Korean Turtle Ship

On his 30th birthday, Charles II returns 
to London from exile in the Netherlands 
to claim the English throne after the 
Puritan Commonwealth comes to an end

Edmund Hillary (NZ) and Tenzing 
Norgay (Nepal) are the first to 
reach the summit of Mount Everest 
as part of a British expedition

Vessels are seen anchored in the Strait of Hormuz, off the port city of Khasab on Oman’s northern Musandam Peninsula

Rescue workers and local residents inspect the damage to a building following an Israeli air strike in the Choueifat area, south of Beirut

Israel PM says orders 
army to take control of 
70 percent of Gaza Strip

AFP | Jerusalem

Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu said yesterday 

he had ordered the country’s 
military to take control of 70 
percent of the Gaza Strip, in de-
fiance of the terms of a fragile 
ceasefire that took effect in Oc-
tober.

“We are currently squeezing 
Hamas. We now control 60 per-
cent of the territory in the Strip,” 
he said at a conference in an 
occupied West Bank settlement, 
according to a video aired by 
Israel’s Channel 12 network.

He said the military had con-
trolled 50 percent of Gaza under 

the terms of the ceasefire, add-
ing: “My directive is to move to... 
70 percent.”

“We’re squeezing them from 
all (sides). We’ll deal with what’s 
left afterwards.”

The first phase of the truce 
saw the last hostages seized in 
Hamas’s October 7, 2023 attacks 
on Israel, which triggered the 
war in Gaza, released in ex-
change for Palestinians detained 
by Israel.

The transition to the second 
phase, which was supposed to 
involve Hamas’s disarmament 
and a gradual withdrawal of the 
Israeli army, has been stalled for 
months.

A Palestinian boy sits at the site of an overnight Israeli military strike on 
structures and tents housing displaced families, killing ten Palestinians, in Gaza 
City

Fire in Kenya girls’ 
school dorm kills 16
AFP | Nairobi

A fire in a girls’ dormitory 
in Kenya yesterday killed 

16 children and hospitalised 
79 in the latest deadly blaze to 
hit a school in the east African 
country.

The fire broke out shortly 
before 1:00 am local time at 
Utumishi Girls Academy in 
Nakuru County, around 120 
kilometres (75 miles) north of 
the capital Nairobi, officials 
said.

There have been many dev-
astating school fires in Ken-
ya, where boarding schools  
are common as a colonial leg-
acy of missionaries and the  
British.

It was unclear how old the 
victims of yesterday’s blaze 
were.

“We have 16 fatalities. It’s 
an unfortunate incident,” ed-
ucation minister Julius Migos 
Ogamba told reporters at the 
scene.

Frantic parents were being 
held outside the school build-
ings by authorities as inves-
tigators raced to identify the 
victims.

“Our hearts and prayers are 
with the families who have 

lost their beloved daughters,” 
President William Ruto said 
on X, describing it as an “un-
imaginable tragedy”.

The school is linked to the 
National Police Service and 
most pupils are the children of 
officers, said interior minister 
Kipchumba Murkomen.

“We know that this is a very 
anxious moment,” he told re-
porters.

Asked about the cause of 
the fire, Murkomen called for 
patience while investigations 
were ongoing and urged peo-
ple to avoid speculation.

Children have been accused 
of deliberately starting school 

fires in the past. One report 
found there were 63 arson 
cases at schools in 2018 alone.

Pupils were accused after 
a 2001 dormitory fire in the 
southern county of Machakos 
killed 67.

A fire in 2024 killed 21 boys 
after flames engulfed a dormi-
tory at the Hillside Endarasha 
Academy in Nyeri county.

A 2017 report by Kenya’s 
National Crime Research Cen-
tre blamed exam stress and 
long school terms and said 
students in different schools 
were communicating via 
smuggled phones, leading to 
copycat acts.

Parents and guardians walk outside the Utumishi Girls Academy following 
the deadly fire in Gilgil, north of the capital Nairobi


