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A Seafront Villa Awaits

Bahrain Stands Firm on 
Water Security

Electricity Minister carries a message of resilience and commitment to 
Dushanbe summit

Electricity and Wa-
ter Affairs Minister 
Yasser bin Ibrahim 
H u m a i d a n  r e p -

resented the Kingdom at the 
4th High-Level International 
Conference on the Internation-
al Decade for Action, “Water 
for Sustainable Development” 
(2018–2028), held in Dushanbe, 
Tajikistan, from May 25 to 28.

Speaking at the conference, 
Minister Humaidan reaffirmed 
Bahrain’s unwavering commit-
ment—under the leadership of 
His Majesty King Hamad bin 
Isa Al Khalifa and the direc-
tives of HRH Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister Prince Salman 
bin Hamad Al Khalifa—to sup-
porting global efforts on water 
security and sustainable water 
management. He described wa-
ter security not as a technical 
issue, but as a national priority 
and a cornerstone of Bahrain’s 
sustainable development agen-
da.

Attacks on Water Infrastructure

In a pointed moment, Minis-

ter Humaidan raised the direct 
impact of Iranian attacks on 
critical infrastructure across 
Bahrain, the GCC countries, and 
Jordan — including significant 
material damage to one of Bah-
rain’s main desalination plants. 
He stressed the urgent need to 
strengthen the protection of 

water infrastructure globally, 
ensuring its readiness to with-
stand ongoing risks and threats, 
and safeguarding the continuity 
of essential services for citizens.

A Four-Pillar Strategy
Looking ahead, the Minister 

outlined Bahrain’s integrated 

approach to building long-term 
water resilience through four 
key pillars: diversifying water 
and energy sources, expanding 
treated wastewater reuse pro-
jects, replenishing groundwater 
reserves, and building strategic 
water stockpiles—giving the 
Kingdom the flexibility to adapt 
to future climate and security 
challenges.

Why This Conference Matters
The Dushanbe conference 

brings together world leaders 
and policymakers to acceler-
ate progress on the UN’s global 
water action decade. Bahrain’s 
participation signals that wa-
ter security, especially in con-
flict-exposed regions, must sit 
at the heart of the international 
agenda.

TDT | Manama

Panel Proposed for Housing 
Application Cancellations

Waiting-list places 
could be protect-
ed for Bahrainis 

whose housing applications 
are cancelled, under a proposal 
recommended by Parliament’s 
Public Utilities and Environ-
ment Committee to create a 
specialist review panel.

The committee urged ap-
proval of the amended propos-
al, which asks the government 
to rework the rules for can-
celling housing requests and 
add one more check before an 
application is struck off.

The change would apply to 
Article 69 of Ministerial Res-
olution No. 909 of 2015 on the 
housing system. It would cre-
ate a committee to examine 
grievances against cancellation 
decisions and decide what hap-
pens next.

Where the panel finds that 
an applicant’s case should 
continue, the housing request 
would keep its original filing 
date. Where the applicant no 
longer meets the conditions, 
they would have to file a new 
request after fixing their status.

The explanatory note says 
the aim is to protect low-in-
come Bahrainis’ right to de-
cent housing. It cites Article 
9(f ) of the Constitution, which 
says the state works to provide 
housing for low-income citi-
zens.

It also refers to Article 4, 
which says justice is the basis of 
rule and names equality, securi-
ty, reassurance, social solidarity 
and equal opportunity among 
the foundations of society guar-
anteed by the state.

Those behind the proposal 

say housing requests now carry 
more weight as owning a home 
has become harder for many 
families. They argue that can-
cellations should be brought 
under closer control and kept 
to the least possible range.

The Ministry of Housing and 
Urban Planning said Resolution 
No. 909 of 2015 already lays 
down the conditions for accept-
ing housing service requests.

Under Article 5, applicants 
must meet the required con-
ditions from the date they file 
their request until they receive 
a nomination certificate.

The ministry said this is 
linked to the availability of 
housing schemes, their readi-
ness and the money allocated 
to them. If an applicant loses 
any required condition during 
the waiting period, the housing 
request can be cancelled.

It said Article 69 already 
deals with the cancellation pro-
cess. The ministry can cancel a 
housing service request if an 
applicant loses any condition 
for receiving the service, except 
Bahraini nationality.

Those whose requests are 
cancelled can ask to be placed 
again in the register of eligible 
applications within two years 
of the cancellation date.

Mohammed Moosa, Chairman of 
Parliament’s Public Utilities and 
Environment Committee


