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Bahrain Hails Hajj Success
Smart Technology and Expansion Projects Win Royal Praise

Hi s  Ma j e st y  K i n g 
Hamad bin Isa Al 
Khalifa and HRH 

Crown Prince and Prime Min-
ister Prince Salman bin Ham-
ad Al Khalifa extended their 
warmest congratulations to 
the Saudi leadership on the 
outstanding success of this 

year’s Hajj season 1447 AH.
In a cable to King Salman 

bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, His 
Majesty commended the Sau-
di leadership and government 
for their extensive efforts in 
organising the season, serv-
ing pilgrims, and ensuring the 
smooth and safe performance 

of all rituals.
His Majesty also highlighted 

the ongoing expansion pro-
jects at the Holy Mosque and 
the deployment of advanced 
smart technologies across holy 
sites. These initiatives greatly 
eased the pilgrims’ experience 
and drew widespread appreci-

ation worldwide.
HRH Crown Prince Prince 

Salman sent similar cables to 
both King Salman and Saudi 
Crown Prince and Prime Min-
ister HRH Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman, reinforcing the 
warm and enduring bonds be-
tween the two kingdoms.

Hajj rituals on the third day, performing the symbolic stoning at Jamrat, animal sacrifice, and hair 
cutting, alongside Tawaf Al-Ifadah and Sai.

When AI Crosses the Line

Bahrain’s General Di-
rectorate for Anti-Cor-
ruption, Economic and 

Electronic Security has issued 
a warning against using AI-gen-
erated personal images and vid-
eos on social media platforms.

The authority stressed that 
positive and meaningful dig-
ital publishing should rely on 
authentic photographs and real 
video footage, without any al-
terations or distortions that 
change the content’s truth, 
context, or nature.

It urged all users to exer-
cise caution and responsibility 

when sharing or distributing 
content online, highlighting the 
importance of using modern 
technologies consciously and 

ethically to preserve credibil-
ity and protect digital media 
integrity.

The directorate further con-

firmed that it will take legal 
action against anyone violating 
these guidelines.

B a h r a i n  W a r n s  A g a i n s t  F a k e  F a c e s  O n l i n e
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Aggression Strongly 
Condemned

The Ministry  of 
Foreign Affairs ex-
pressed the King-

dom of Bahrain’s strong 
condemnation of the hei-
nous Iranian attack on the 
State of Kuwait using mis-
siles and drones. The at-
tack, claimed by the Iranian 
Revolutionary Guard, was 
a flagrant violation of the 
sovereignty, security and 
stability of the State of Ku-
wait, as well as the princi-
ples of good neighborliness 
and international laws.

The Ministry affirmed the 
Kingdom’s full solidarity 
with Kuwait and its support 
for all measures and actions 
taken to preserve its sover-
eignty, security and stability. 
It also praised the readiness 
of the Kuwaiti armed forces, 
which confronted this bla-
tant aggression with utmost 
efficiency.

Shaikh Khalid bin Rashid 
Al Khalifa, Director-Gen-
eral of the General Di-

rectorate for the Execution 
of Judgments and Alternative 
Sentences, announced that 207 
convicted individuals recently 
had their custodial sentences 
replaced with alternative pen-
alties. The decision was made 
in coordination with the Public 
Prosecution and approved by the 
judge responsible for sentence 
execution after a detailed review 

of each case ensured all legal 
conditions were met.

With this latest batch, the total 
number of beneficiaries under 
Bahrain’s alternative sentencing 
law has risen to 11,215 since its 
implementation.

Shaikh Khalid said the pro-
gramme’s expansion reflects His 
Majesty the King’s directives 
to broaden the application of 
alternative penalties. He also 
reaffirmed that the government, 
led by the HRH Crown Prince 

and Prime Minister, continues 
to support and oversee the in-
itiative.

He described the programme 
as one of Bahrain’s leading na-
tional justice initiatives, aligned 
with the Kingdom’s commit-
ment to human rights and the 
development of a balanced, re-
form-oriented criminal justice 
system.

The official also praised the 
role of Interior Minister Gener-
al Shaikh Rashid bin Abdullah 

Al Khalifa, noting that ongoing 
follow-up has strengthened im-
plementation standards, ensur-
ing transparency, discipline, and 
respect for human dignity.

He concluded that Bahrain’s 
evolving justice reforms reflect 
the country’s long-term vision 
to integrate modern penal pol-
icies with rehabilitation efforts, 
supporting social stability and 
enabling former offenders to re-
build their lives and contribute 
positively to society.

Justice reform gains momentum

Shaikh Khalid bin Rashid Al Khalifa

Ahmed bin Salman 
A l  M u s a l l a m , 
Speaker of  the 

Council of Representatives, 
sent a cable of congratula-
tions to Sheikh Dr. Abdullah 
bin Mohammed bin Ibra-
him Al Al-Sheikh, Speaker 
of the Shura Council of the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 
on the success and distin-
guished organisation of this 
year’s Hajj season.

Al Musallam commend-
ed the extensive efforts 
undertaken by the sisterly 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 

in serving pilgrims and 
providing all facilities and 
services to enable them to 
perform Hajj rituals with 
ease and reassurance, under 
the leadership of King Sal-
man bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, 
the Custodian of the Two 
Holy Mosques, and with the 
support and follow-up of 
His Royal Highness Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman 
bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, the 
Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister of Saudi Arabia.

The Speaker expressed 
appreciation to His Maj-
esty King Hamad bin Isa 
Al Khalifa and to His Roy-
al Highness Prince Salman 
bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the 
Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister, for their directives 
and follow-up in facilitating 
services for Bahraini pil-
grims. He also commended 
the efforts of the Supreme 
Committee for Hajj and 
Umrah Affairs, the Bah-
rain Hajj Mission, Bahraini 
campaigns, and Bahraini 
pilgrims for their cooper-
ation and commitment to 
Haji regulations and in-
structions.

Hajj Efforts 
Recognised

Leaders Extend 
Condolences

His Majesty  King 
Hamad bin Isa Al 

Khalifa sent a cable of con-
dolences to Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad Al Thani, Amir 
of the State of Qatar, follow-
ing the passing of Abdullah 
bin Hamad Al Attiyah, for-
mer Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Energy and 
Industry.

His Majesty expressed 
sincere sympathy and ex-
tended condolences to the 
Amir and the bereaved fam-
ily during their time of grief.

In a separate message, 
His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khal-
ifa, Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister, also conveyed 
his condolences to Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani 
over the passing of the for-
mer Qatari minister.



FRIDAY, MAY 29, 2026

02

Deposit beforeDeposit beforeDeposit beforeDeposit beforeDeposit beforeDeposit beforeDeposit beforeDeposit beforeDeposit beforeDeposit beforeDeposit beforeDeposit beforeDeposit beforeDeposit beforeDeposit beforeDeposit beforeDeposit beforeDeposit beforeDeposit beforeDeposit beforeDeposit beforeDeposit beforeDeposit beforeDeposit beforeDeposit beforeDeposit beforeDeposit beforeDeposit beforeDeposit before 1st of June1st of June1st of June1st of June1st of June1st of June1st of June1st of June1st of June1st of June1st of June1st of June1st of June1st of June1st of June1st of June1st of June1st of June1st of June1st of June1st of June1st of June1st of June1st of June1st of June1st of June1st of June1st of June1st of June
Terms & Conditions Apply.

Licensed by CBB as a Conventional Retail Bank. MOIC 32654 - 32656 - 32657

Pr i ze  A c co u n t Double your
Chances in August

Double your
Chances in August

Double your
Chances in August

Double your
Chances in August

Double your
Chances in August

Double your
Chances in August

Double your
Chances in August

Double your
Chances in August

Double your
Chances in August

Double your
Chances in August

Double your
Chances in August

Double your
Chances in August

Double your
Chances in August

Double your
Chances in August

Double your
Chances in August

Double your
Chances in August

Double your
Chances in August

Double your
Chances in August

Double your
Chances in August

Double your
Chances in August

Double your
Chances in August

Double your
Chances in August

Double your
Chances in August

Double your
Chances in August

Double your
Chances in August

Double your
Chances in August

Double your
Chances in August

Double your
Chances in August

A Seafront Villa Awaits

Bahrain Stands Firm on 
Water Security

Electricity Minister carries a message of resilience and commitment to 
Dushanbe summit

Electricity and Wa-
ter Affairs Minister 
Yasser bin Ibrahim 
H u m a i d a n  r e p -

resented the Kingdom at the 
4th High-Level International 
Conference on the Internation-
al Decade for Action, “Water 
for Sustainable Development” 
(2018–2028), held in Dushanbe, 
Tajikistan, from May 25 to 28.

Speaking at the conference, 
Minister Humaidan reaffirmed 
Bahrain’s unwavering commit-
ment—under the leadership of 
His Majesty King Hamad bin 
Isa Al Khalifa and the direc-
tives of HRH Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister Prince Salman 
bin Hamad Al Khalifa—to sup-
porting global efforts on water 
security and sustainable water 
management. He described wa-
ter security not as a technical 
issue, but as a national priority 
and a cornerstone of Bahrain’s 
sustainable development agen-
da.

Attacks on Water Infrastructure

In a pointed moment, Minis-

ter Humaidan raised the direct 
impact of Iranian attacks on 
critical infrastructure across 
Bahrain, the GCC countries, and 
Jordan — including significant 
material damage to one of Bah-
rain’s main desalination plants. 
He stressed the urgent need to 
strengthen the protection of 

water infrastructure globally, 
ensuring its readiness to with-
stand ongoing risks and threats, 
and safeguarding the continuity 
of essential services for citizens.

A Four-Pillar Strategy
Looking ahead, the Minister 

outlined Bahrain’s integrated 

approach to building long-term 
water resilience through four 
key pillars: diversifying water 
and energy sources, expanding 
treated wastewater reuse pro-
jects, replenishing groundwater 
reserves, and building strategic 
water stockpiles—giving the 
Kingdom the flexibility to adapt 
to future climate and security 
challenges.

Why This Conference Matters
The Dushanbe conference 

brings together world leaders 
and policymakers to acceler-
ate progress on the UN’s global 
water action decade. Bahrain’s 
participation signals that wa-
ter security, especially in con-
flict-exposed regions, must sit 
at the heart of the international 
agenda.
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Panel Proposed for Housing 
Application Cancellations

Waiting-list places 
could be protect-
ed for Bahrainis 

whose housing applications 
are cancelled, under a proposal 
recommended by Parliament’s 
Public Utilities and Environ-
ment Committee to create a 
specialist review panel.

The committee urged ap-
proval of the amended propos-
al, which asks the government 
to rework the rules for can-
celling housing requests and 
add one more check before an 
application is struck off.

The change would apply to 
Article 69 of Ministerial Res-
olution No. 909 of 2015 on the 
housing system. It would cre-
ate a committee to examine 
grievances against cancellation 
decisions and decide what hap-
pens next.

Where the panel finds that 
an applicant’s case should 
continue, the housing request 
would keep its original filing 
date. Where the applicant no 
longer meets the conditions, 
they would have to file a new 
request after fixing their status.

The explanatory note says 
the aim is to protect low-in-
come Bahrainis’ right to de-
cent housing. It cites Article 
9(f ) of the Constitution, which 
says the state works to provide 
housing for low-income citi-
zens.

It also refers to Article 4, 
which says justice is the basis of 
rule and names equality, securi-
ty, reassurance, social solidarity 
and equal opportunity among 
the foundations of society guar-
anteed by the state.

Those behind the proposal 

say housing requests now carry 
more weight as owning a home 
has become harder for many 
families. They argue that can-
cellations should be brought 
under closer control and kept 
to the least possible range.

The Ministry of Housing and 
Urban Planning said Resolution 
No. 909 of 2015 already lays 
down the conditions for accept-
ing housing service requests.

Under Article 5, applicants 
must meet the required con-
ditions from the date they file 
their request until they receive 
a nomination certificate.

The ministry said this is 
linked to the availability of 
housing schemes, their readi-
ness and the money allocated 
to them. If an applicant loses 
any required condition during 
the waiting period, the housing 
request can be cancelled.

It said Article 69 already 
deals with the cancellation pro-
cess. The ministry can cancel a 
housing service request if an 
applicant loses any condition 
for receiving the service, except 
Bahraini nationality.

Those whose requests are 
cancelled can ask to be placed 
again in the register of eligible 
applications within two years 
of the cancellation date.

Mohammed Moosa, Chairman of 
Parliament’s Public Utilities and 
Environment Committee



Three Bahraini Mem-
bers of Parliament 
praised Saudi Arabia’s 

handling of the 1447H Hajj 
season, crediting meticulous 
planning, advanced technology, 
healthcare readiness and secu-
rity coordi-
nation for 
e n a b l i n g 
millions of 
p i l g r i m s 
to perform 
their rites 
safely and 
calmly.

MPs Mar-
yam Al Sayegh, Abdulla Al 
Dhaen and Waleed Al Dosari 
congratulated Custodian of the 
Two Holy Mosques King Salman 
and Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman on the season’s suc-
cess. Ms Al Sayegh described 
Saudi Arabia as a global model 
in managing mass gatherings, 
highlighting the expansion of 
holy sites, infrastructure renew-
al and smart crowd management 
as achievements every Muslim 
could take pride in.

Mr Al Dhaen praised the 
kingdom’s “high efficiency and 
professionalism” in running 
the world’s largest annual hu-
man gathering, singling out the 
Ministries of Hajj, Interior and 

Health for their contributions. 
He also commended Bahrain’s 
own Hajj mission for its early 
coordination with Saudi author-
ities. “Bahrain and Saudi Arabia 
are one body,” he said, calling 
their cooperation a model for 
Arab and Gulf collaboration.

Mr Al Dosari said the season 
reflected sound planning, smart 
services and steady development 
— consistent with Saudi Arabia’s 
Vision 2030 ambitions to contin-
uously raise Hajj standards.

The three MPs also thanked 
Justice and Islamic Affairs Min-
ister Nawaf Al Maawda and Bah-
rain’s Hajj mission committees, 
and prayed for pilgrims to return 
safely with an accepted Hajj.

Bahraini Pilgrims 
Complete Hajj Rites
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Maryam Al Sayegh, MP

Waleed Al Dosari, MP Abdulla Al Dhaen, MP

Pilgrims Return Fulfilled, Lawmakers Offer Praise

Bahraini pilgrims per-
formed the stoning of 
Jamrat Al Aqaba on 

Wednesday morning, marking 
the first day of Eid Al Adha 
after an overnight stay in 
Muzdalifa. The sacred atmos-
phere was defined by devo-
tion, calm and a deep sense of 
spiritual fulfilment.

Pilgrims moved through the 
day’s sequence without pause 
— stoning the Jamra, slaugh-
tering their Hadi, shaving their 
heads, exiting Ihram, and com-
pleting Tawaf Al Ifada. The en-
tire process flowed smoothly, 
supported by a comprehensive 
and well-organised network 
of services that eased crowd 
movement and made each ritu-
al accessible.

“All Pilgrims Are Safe”
Hajj campaign operators re-

assured families back in Bah-
rain that all pilgrims were well. 
Movement toward the Jamarat 
and surrounding areas was de-
scribed as gradual, safe and or-
derly, with pilgrims directed in 
managed waves across multiple 
levels. Roads in Mina showed 
remarkable ease of movement 

throughout the day.
Several Bahraini Hajj cam-

paigns documented pilgrims 
completing their Eid day rites 
in an atmosphere of spirituality, 
peace and joy — with visible 
happiness among those who 
had fulfilled one of Hajj’s great-
est obligations on the Day of 
Sacrifice.

Pilgrims will spend tonight in 
Mina as they continue stoning 
the Jamarat across the remain-
ing days of Tashreeq, complet-
ing the final stages of their pil-
grimage.

Hajj Success Draws 
Praise From MPs

MPs Praise Saudi Arabia’s Flawless 
Management of Hajj 1447

Shura Council Praises Saudi Arabia’s 
Successful Hajj Organization

The Shura Council 
praised the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia for 
the successful organ-

ization of this year’s Hajj season, 
highlighting the high level of co-
ordination, safety, and services 
provided to pilgrims.

The Council commended 
the efforts of the Custodian of 
the Two Holy Mosques, King 
Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, 
and Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud 
for their continued commitment 
to improving Hajj services and 
ensuring pilgrims’ comfort and 
safety.

It noted that the smooth man-
agement of crowds, advanced 
healthcare and security meas-
ures, and the use of modern tech-
nologies reflected Saudi Arabia’s 
extensive experience in organ-

izing one of the world’s largest 
religious gatherings.

The Council also praised the 
Bahrain Hajj Mission for its ef-
forts in caring for Bahraini pil-
grims and coordinating closely 
with Saudi authorities to facil-
itate the performance of Hajj 
rituals in a safe and organized 
environment.

In addition, the Council com-

mended Bahraini authorities 
for dedicating the necessary 
resources to support pilgrims 
throughout the Hajj season.

The Shura Council further 
praised pilgrims for adhering to 
regulations and organizational 
guidelines, describing the suc-
cess of this year’s Hajj season as 
a source of pride for the Islamic 
world.

Ban Lifted on Shaari, Safi and Andaq 
Fishing Starting June 1

Seasonal fishing ban ends after two months of marine conservation efforts

The Supreme Coun-
cil for Environ-

ment in Bahrain has 
announced the end of 
the seasonal ban on 
fishing for Shaari, Safi 
and Andaq fish in the 
Kingdom’s territorial 
waters, effective Mon-
day, June 1, 2026.

The ban, which be-
gan in early April, was 
introduced as part of 
Bahrain’s national ef-
forts to protect marine 
resources and promote 
environmental sustain-
ability.

The council said the 
General Directorate 
of Marine Resources remains 
committed to preserving ma-

rine biodiversity and regulating 
fishing activities in line with 

international environmental 
standards.

The authority noted that the 
measures are designed to main-
tain a balance between benefit-
ing economically from marine 
resources and ensuring their 
long-term sustainability.

The fishing restriction was 
implemented under Decision 
No. (2) of 2024 concerning the 
prohibition of catching Shaari, 
Safi and Andaq fish. The coun-
cil said the regulation aims 
to protect fish stocks, restore 
ecological balance and support 
the rehabilitation of Bahrain’s 
marine ecosystem.

Officials added that such in-
itiatives contribute directly to 
safeguarding marine resources 
for future generations.

Turkish Snacks Join Bahraini Eid Trays

Lower-priced Turkish 
and Chinese snacks 
are being added to 

Bahraini Eid trays this year, 
with shopkeepers saying 
families are buying them for 
their price, range and ease of 
serving.

The Eid ‘qadooa’, long part 
of Bahraini family tables dur-
ing the holiday, still leans on 
halwa, nuts, fruit and mathai 
(or mettai). But sellers say 
ready-packed savoury snacks 
have become a common add-
on for households receiving 
guests.

Abdulla Isa, owner of Qalay 
Al Youm, said nuts were still 

selling well, while 
demand had risen for 
Turkish and Chinese 
crisps and crackers.

He said a 250-gram 
pack sells for about 
500 fils and can con-
tain around 15 kinds, 
making it an easy 
purchase for fami-
lies looking to widen 
the spread without 
paying much.

Still, Bahraini hal-
wa has held its place 
on the Eid table.

Mr Isa said halwa 
remained one of the 
main items in the 
qadooa, along with 
Bahraini mathai, 
which he said has a 

special standing with Gulf fam-
ilies.

Saleh Al Halwachi, owner of Al 
Halwachi Sweets, said his shop 
sells a range of Bahraini sweets, in-
cluding halwa, mathai and khanfa-
roosh, all made in-house.

He said the shop is known for 
khanfaroosh filled with halwa and 
pistachios, as well as halwa cut 
into cubes for easier serving.

Mr Al Halwachi said Bahraini 
halwa is made mainly from sugar 
and starch, cooked in a special pot 
over a low flame for up to an hour 
until it reaches its familiar thick 
texture.

Online orders, he added, are 
led by khanfaroosh with halwa, 
a popular Bahraini sweet bought 
often during feasts and family 
gatherings.
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Eid Greetings Exchange

The Capital Governor, His Excellency Shaikh Khalid 
bin Humood Al Khalifa, received well-wishers on the 
occasion of Eid Al-Adha at the Governorate Council 

in Gudaibiya. Dignitaries, members of the legislative authority, 
community leaders, and residents gathered there to exchange 
greetings and congratulations. 

The attendees extended their heartfelt Eid greetings to 
Bahrain’s wise leadership, praying that the occasion brings 
continued prosperity, blessings, and stability to the Kingdom 
and its people. They also expressed hopes for lasting security, 
development, and well-being across the nation.
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Finding humanity in 
every frame 

Residents Urged to Report Mosquito 
Breeding Hotspots

Turning everyday life into timeless portraits

Children and young visitors engaged in creative 
heritage-focused programmes

Portable Mosquito Traps Proposed as Bahrain Boosts Prevention Efforts

Where History Meets Creativity in Bahrain

Children and young visitors 
engaged in creative heritage-fo-
cused programmes

The Bahrain Authority for 
Culture and Antiquities has 
concluded its International 
Museum Day celebrations, held 
this year under the theme “Mu-
seums Unite a Divided World.”

The programme highlighted 
the role of museums as cultural 
institutions that strengthen na-
tional identity, preserve human 
civilisation and history, and 
promote knowledge, art and 
heritage. Through a series of 
cultural activities, the authority 
reinforced its vision of making 
museums permanent destina-
tions for education, creativity 
and cultural appreciation.

The celebrations featured 
guided tours and interactive 
workshops at the Bahrain Na-
tional Museum, Bahrain Fort 
Site Museum and the Post 

Museum. Kanoo 
Museum also par-
ticipated as part of 
a cultural partner-
ship between the 
public and private 
sectors.

As part of efforts 
to promote cultur-
al tourism, the au-
thority organised 
a tour of the 52nd 
Bahrain Annual Fine Arts Ex-
hibition, currently being held at 
the Bahrain National Museum 
until the end of May.

The exhibition attracted 
large numbers of art enthusiasts 
and specialists from various ar-
tistic fields, reflecting growing 
engagement with creativity and 
the arts across generations. The 
annual exhibition serves as a 
platform showcasing works by 
established artists and emerg-
ing talents in painting, pho-
tography, video art and other 

disciplines.
Meanwhile, the Post Museum 

hosted a special tour exploring 
the history of postal services in 
Bahrain and key milestones in 
the sector’s development.

To strengthen the connection 
between younger generations 
and museums, the Bahrain 
National Museum organised 
educational tours and interac-
tive art workshops for children, 
aimed at deepening their un-
derstanding of cultural identity 
and heritage.
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Amid ongoing gov-
ernment efforts 
to curb mosqui-
to growth across 

Bahrain, public reporting is 
emerging as a key tool in tack-
ling breeding hotspots, as resi-
dents continue to flag problem 
areas where stagnant water has 
created favourable conditions, 
particularly near construction 
and drainage sites.

Authorities have urged resi-
dents to play an active role by 
ensuring proper waste disposal 
and reporting standing water or 
sanitation issues via 80008188. 
The Health Ministry also warned 
that mosquito activity typically 
increases during periods of rain-
fall, moderate temperatures and 
high humidity, urging the public 
to remove stagnant water from 
containers, tyres and drains.

As previously reported by The 

Daily Tribune, Engineer Moham-
med Aman from the Supreme 
Council for the Environment 
said during a recent “Hayaakom” 
session organised by the North-
ern Municipal Council that 
“citizens are the eyes of envi-
ronmental protection,” calling 
for stronger sanitation practices 
and cooperation to address root 
causes.

Residents across sever-
al areas continue to raise 

concerns over localised mosqui-
to breeding conditions.

Speaking to TDT recently, res-
ident Aswin Tamang said that 
near his home in Riffa Al Hazi-
at, stagnant water had collected 
near a construction-linked drain-
age area following recent works, 
creating persistent mosquito 
problems despite preventive 
measures taken inside homes.

“We are doing everything for 
the mosquitoes, but I don’t know 
where they come from and enter 
our rooms,” he said, adding that 
the issue is particularly worrying 
for families with small children.
ACTION

Bahrain has stepped up nation-
wide mosquito control measures. 
In April, the Cabinet, chaired by 
HRH Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister Salman bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa, ordered urgent action to 

strengthen monitoring, contain-
ment and response efforts aimed 
at preventing mosquito-borne 
diseases, including dengue.

Following this, the Ministry 
of Municipalities Affairs and 
Agriculture and the Ministry of 
Health expanded joint opera-
tions across all governorates, in-
cluding inspections, pest control 
and water removal drives, along-
side efforts to clear waste and 
stagnant water breeding sites.

More recently, a proposal to 
install portable electric mosquito 
traps in public spaces was re-
ferred to the Cabinet as part of 
ongoing discussions to strength-
en mosquito control measures.

The Northern Municipal 
Council had previously proposed 
involving specialised private 
companies to support mosquito 
control efforts and improve re-
sponse times during outbreaks.

Health experts note that mos-
quito bites, while common in 
Bahrain, can cause itching, swell-
ing, pain and sometimes infec-
tion, stressing that prevention 
begins at home through remov-
ing stagnant water, maintaining 
drainage, covering containers 
and using repellents.

Meanwhile, Bahrain’s Public 
Cleanliness Law prohibits activ-
ities that allow water to flow into 
streets or public areas, reinforc-
ing the need to prevent stagnant 
water build-up.

Stagnant drainage water is raising mosquito 
breeding concerns among residents in Riffa Al 
Haziat, Road 3191, Block 939. Picture taken by a 
resident. 

A resident shares a photo showing mosquito bites on his baby amid 
concerns over mosquito breeding in the area.

Engineer Mohammed Aman (Supreme 
Council for the Environment).
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For decades, Bahraini 
photographer Isa Ibra-
him has quietly built a 

career around one simple in-
stinct: observing people. Not ce-
lebrities. Not staged moments. 
But ordinary lives unfolding in 
streets, villages, markets, and 
distant cities — turning every-
day life into timeless portraits.

That instinct led to one of 
his most recognized photo-
graphs, captured during a visit 
to Dhaka, Bangladesh — a pow-
erful human moment showing 
a woman bathing her disabled 
husband in the city’s slums.

In an exclusive interview 
with the Daily Tribune, Isa re-
called noticing the man in the 
frame from a distance.

The image, which recently 
won first prize at the Egypt Best 
Press Photo 2025 in the cate-
gory of Best Daily Life Photo 
Outside Egypt, was captured 
spontaneously and was never 
planned.

“Something about his pres-
ence immediately drew my at-
tention,” he said. “Before taking 
the image, I approached him 
and learned more about his sto-
ry and daily life.”

For Isa, the interaction mat-
tered just as much as the image 
itself.

“As a documentary photogra-
pher, I try to understand the 
person before photographing 
them,” he explained. “The im-
age becomes more truthful that 
way.”

That philosophy has defined 
much of his work over the years 
— photography rooted not in 
spectacle, but in empathy.

Long before international 
recognition and more than 720 
global photography awards, Isa 

was a teenager walking through 
the narrow lanes of Sitra with 
a camera in hand. In the ear-
ly 1990s, he began document-
ing everyday life around him: 
neighbours gathering outdoors, 
village celebrations, and fleet-
ing moments many would oth-
erwise overlook.

“My family strongly support-
ed my passion, and many people 
in the village trusted me to pho-
tograph their gatherings and 
special occasions, often giving 
me film rolls to capture those 
memories,” he told TDT.

Those early experiences 
shaped both his visual style and 
his connection to community 
storytelling.

Over time, his curiosity 
evolved into a distinguished 
career in photojournalism and 
documentary photography. 
Isa worked with several Arab 
and international publications 
and later became the first Arab 
photographer to receive the 

prestigious Master FIAP (MFI-
AP) distinction from the Inter-
national Federation of Photo-
graphic Art.

Yet despite the titles and rec-
ognition, Isa says the photo-
graphs closest to his heart are 
not necessarily the award-win-
ning ones.

“My most meaningful photo-
graphs are the images I captured 
during my journalism work that 
helped solve problems for fam-
ilies and individuals,” he said. 
“Those photographs had a real 
impact on people’s lives, and for 
me, that is the true value and 
purpose of photography.”

To Isa, photography is not 
about chasing perfect moments, 
but about preserving human 
ones.  

Recent award winning photo from the slums of Dhaka, Banglades
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Mideast war reshaping 
national energy strategies: IEA

AFP | Paris

The Middle East war is 
pushing countries to open 

new supply routes and turn to 
domestic resources to tide over 
the world’s biggest energy cri-
sis, the International Energy 
Agency said yesterday.

“We are in the midst of the 
largest energy security crisis 
the world has ever faced -- and 
I believe this will reshape in-
vestment strategies globally, 
with parallels to the major 
changes the energy world wit-
nessed after the oil shocks of 
the 1970s,” said IEA executive 
director Fatih Birol

“We are already seeing in-
tensified efforts by both pro-
ducer and consumer countries 
to diversify trade routes and 
energy sources -- such as ad-
vancing new pipelines and 
other supply infrastructure, 
on the one hand, and turning 
more to domestically available 
resources, on the other,” he 
added in the World Energy In-
vestment report by the energy 
agency of the Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and 

Development (OECD).
The IEA estimates that glob-

al energy investment will reach 
$3.4 trillion in 2026, slightly 
higher than the previous year, 
with around $2.2 trillion de-
voted to power grids, storage, 
low-emission fuels, nuclear, 
renewables, energy efficiency 
and electrification.

Alongside this, around $1.2 
trillion is expected to be in-
vested in oil, natural gas and 
coal. It nevertheless expects 
oil investment to decline for 
the third straight year in 2026, 
falling below $500 billion de-
spite rising crude prices.

This is due to uncertainty 
over how long higher prices 
will last, project lead times, 
supply constraints and the 
tightening offshore rigs mar-
ket, which are limiting short-
term investment outside the 
Middle East.

By contrast, investment in 
natural gas is “projected to rise 
to $330 billion, the highest lev-
el in a decade, supported by a 
wave of new LNG export pro-
jects, particularly in the United 
States and Qatar,” IEA said.

French AI firm Mistral announces 
deals with BMW, Airbus

AFP | Paris

French AI firm Mistral an-
nounced yesterday part-

nerships with BMW and the 
aerospace group Airbus as it 
aims to boost growth by fos-
tering links with defence and 
industry giants.

The Paris-based company, 
looking to punch above its 
weight in a sector dominated 
by US and Chinese firms, said 
it would be involved with car-
crash tests and plane design.

“The most important use 
cases for AI are located in 
research and development 
and the creation of physical 
objects,” chief executive Ar-
thur Mensch told hundreds of 
guests at the company’s first AI 
conference in Paris.

Mistral is already closely 

tied with ASML, the Dutch 
firm producing chipmaking 
equipment indispensable for 
the high-end semiconductors, 
which invested in the French 
company last year.

“It’s an interesting new mar-
ket where Europe is strong... 
Europe has significant high-
end manufacturing compa-
nies,” Mensch had told report-
ers ahead of yesterday’s event.

The company this month 
bought an Austrian start-up, 
Emmi AI, that specialises in 
digital simulations for indus-
try, after earlier snapping up 
the French cloud computing 
start-up Koyeb.

AFP has a deal with Mis-
tral allowing the company’s 
chatbot to draw on the news 
agency’s articles to formulate 
responses.

Oil climbs, stocks drop 
on fresh US-Iran strikes
• Global stock markets 
suffer widespread losses

• Crude oil 
prices bounce 
significantly higher

AFP | London

Oil prices bounced higher 
and global stock mar-
kets fell yesterday after 

the United States and Iran ex-
changed new strikes despite 
their purported ceasefire, rekin-
dling uncertainty about an end 
to the Middle East war.

The crude price jumps of 
around 2.5 percent partly erased 
Wednesday’s sharp declines on 
hopes of an imminent deal to 
stop a conflict that has all but 
halted shipping through the 
crucial Strait of Hormuz.

The latest strikes were the 
most serious since an April 
ceasefire, and came despite 
a series of headlines sug-
gesting talks on a deal were  
progressing.

“A fresh exchange of strikes 
between the two countries is 

testing the fragile ceasefire and 
forcing a reassessment of the 
chances of a near-term agree-
ment which can reopen the 
Strait of Hormuz and dial down 
the pressure the crisis is putting 
on the global economy,” said AJ 
Bell investment director Russ 
Mould.

Stock markets were down 
across the board with the Dow, 
the Nasdaq and the S&P 500 all 
in the red upon opening after 
the US Federal Reserve’s pre-
ferred inflation measure rose in 

April by its highest year-on-year 
rate since 2023.

The personal  consump-
tion expenditures (PCE) index 
jumped 3.8 percent from a year 
ago, the Commerce Department 
said, in line with expectations 
and up from 3.5 percent in 
March as the economic fallout 
of President Donald Trump’s 
Iran war continued to hit Amer-
icans.

The US also revised down its 
first-quarter GDP growth to 1.6 
percent from 2.0 percent, as in-

vestment and consumer spend-
ing slowed.

The combination of persistent 
inflation and slowing growth 
lowers the chances of interest 
rate cuts by the Federal Re-
serve, despite President Donald 
Trump’s repeated calls for lower 
rates to support the world’s big-
gest economy.

“Even after stripping out en-
ergy prices, core PCE is sitting at 
a multi-year high. In response, 
the Fed has already taken on a 
more hawkish posturing in re-
sponse to higher inflation,” said 
Bret Kenwell, US investment 
analyst at eToro.

A person in front of a large screen displaying vessel movements in the Strait of 
Hormuz on a ship-tracking website

A bird rests on a street light near the Chevron EL Segundo refinery, one of 
the largest petroleum processing facilities in California

 Mistral’s co-founder and CEO Arthur Mensch speaks during of Mistral’s “AI 
Now Summit” Shanghai was the only 

major Asian stock 
market to avoid losses, 

edging up just 0.1 
percent while regional 

peers fell sharply

KNOW WHAT

Meta launches paid subscriptions 
for Instagram, Facebook, WhatsApp
AFP | San Francisco

Me t a  o n  We d n e s d a y 
launched paid subscrip-

tion plans for its flagship apps, 
marking a major push by the 
tech giant to diversify beyond its 
longtime reliance on advertising 
revenue.

Meta head of product Naomi 
Gleit announced the move in 
a video posted to Instagram, 
saying she was rolling out Face-
book Plus, Instagram Plus and 
WhatsApp Plus globally, with 
more plans in the works for 
businesses, creators and artifi-
cial intelligence products.

The move comes as Meta 
faces investor scrutiny over its 
massive AI spending. The com-

pany has projected capital ex-
penditure -- mainly for AI data 
centers -- of between $125 bil-
lion and $145 billion for the year.

Meta’s stock rose nearly three 
percent on the news.

According to reports, Insta-
gram Plus and Facebook Plus 
will be priced at $3.99 per 
month, while WhatsApp Plus 
will cost $2.99 per month.

Instagram Plus and Facebook 

Plus will unlock extra features 
including better analytics, story 
rewatch statistics, wider audi-
ence reach and profile custom-
ization options.

WhatsApp Plus focuses on 
personalization, including pre-
mium stickers, custom ring-
tones and app themes.

Gleit said the company in-
tends to eventually consolidate 
its various offerings under a sin-
gle brand called Meta One.

Meta in 2023 launched ad-
free, paid versions of Facebook 
and Instagram in Europe to 
comply with EU data privacy 
legislation, giving users a choice 
between a free, ad-supported 
experience and a paid, ad-free 
one.

Australia sues consumer goods giant 3M over ‘forever chemicals’
AFP | Sydney

Australia’s government said 
yesterday it had launched 

an AU$2 billion ($1.43 billion) 
legal action against US con-
sumer goods giant 3M over the 
contamination of military bas-
es that used firefighting foam 
containing so-called “forever 
chemicals”.

Assistant Minister for De-
fence Peter Khalil told reporters 
the Australian government was 
seeking damages to recover the 
cost of managing environmental 
contamination at 28 bases from 
per- and poly-fluoroalkyl sub-
stances (PFAS).

It was the most significant le-
gal action taken by an Australian 
government, he said.

The defence force had al-

ready removed 200,000 tonnes 
of PFAS from soil because of the 
risk to communities, he said.

“We are prepared to take on 
one of the biggest multination-
al corporations in the world,” 

said Attorney-General Michelle 
Rowland. In a statement, the 
Australian government said ac-
tion was being lodged in the 
Federal Court, where it alleges 
3M knew about the environ-

mental risks of the firefighting 
foam and did not disclose them.

“3M gave assurances about 
disposal and environmental 
safety that were inconsistent 
with what the company knew 
at the time,” the statement read.

In a statement emailed to AFP, 
3M vowed to “defend ourselves 
against these claims through the 
legal process”.

“3M has never manufactured 
PFAS in Australia and ceased 
sales of the products at issue in 
Australia around two decades 
ago,” a spokesperson said.

The US multinational maker 
of Post-it and Scotch tape also 
reached a $10 billion settlement 
in the United States in 2023 over 
contamination of water sup-
plies.



Israeli strike hits south of Beirut 
as Lebanon says raids kill 14

Lebanon and Israel prepare for Pentagon talks as violence threatens renewed escalation

• Israel launched 
strike near Beirut

• Ceasefire violations 
accusations continue

AFP | Beirut

Israel ’s  mil i tary  said  i t 
launched an airstrike in the 
Beirut area yesterday as a 

Lebanese source said an apart-
ment was hit, the second such 
raid since an April ceasefire an-
nouncement.

The escalation comes as Leba-
non and Israel prepare for talks 
between military delegations 
at the Pentagon on Friday, and 
for US-brokered talks early next 
week -- the fourth round since 
the latest Israel-Hezbollah war 
erupted on March 2.

After heavy strikes that Leb-
anese authorities said killed at 
least 14 people including three 
children, Israel’s military said 
it “precisely struck in Beirut”, 

without identifying the target.
A Lebanese military source, 

requesting anonymity, told AFP 
that “an Israeli strike targeted an 
apartment in the Choueifat area”.

AFPTV footage showed smoke 
rising from the area on the edge 
of Beirut’s southern suburbs, a 
Hezbollah stronghold.

An AFP correspondent said the 
first two floors of a residential 
building were damaged, and saw 
residents packing cars and leav-
ing.

It was the second Israeli 
strike on south Beirut since a 
ceasefire between Israel and the 
Iran-backed Hezbollah that was 
supposed to have taken effect 
on April 17 but has never been 
observed.

Both sides accuse each other 
of violating it and justify their at-
tacks by the other’s alleged truce 
breaches.

Hezbollah yesterday claimed 
several attacks with rockets and 
drones on Israeli troops in south 
Lebanon.

Spokesperson for the United 
Nations Interim Force in Leb-

anon (UNIFIL) peacekeepers 
Kandice Ardiel told AFP that 
last month’s agreement “had a 
positive effect in lessening the 
violence, but (we) have seen an 
escalation in recent weeks, and 
an intense escalation in recent 
days”.

The force said in a statement 
that “Wednesday saw around 670 

projectiles fired -- the highest 
level since 17 April”.

 ‘Cultural landmarks’ 
On Wednesday, Israel’s mil-

itary declared all areas south 
of Lebanon’s Zahrani River -- 
around 40 kilometres (25 miles) 
from the border and including 
the cities of Tyre and Nabatieh 
-- to be “combat zones” and told 
residents to evacuate.

This week, Israel vowed to 
ramp up operations in Lebanon 
and said it was expanding ground 
operations there.

Yesterday afternoon Israel’s 
military issued another evacua-
tion warning for swathes of Tyre 
and surrounding areas.

Israeli airstrikes hit Tyre and 
Sidon, both southern cities, early 
yesterday.

AFP footage showed a fireball 
followed by smoke as a strike hit 
a building in Tyre’s archaeologi-
cal district.

Resident Ghazouane Halawani 
told AFP he believed Israel want-
ed to attack the ancient city’s 
“history and its civilisation”.

“We’re staying here. This is 
our country, our land, our life,” 
he added.

Lebanese Foreign Minister 
Youssef Raggi said on X that he 
had begun “intensive diplomatic 
contacts” after Israeli attacks 
on Tyre struck “its historic old 
neighbourhoods, churches, 
mosques, and cultural landmarks 
that have stood resilient for thou-
sands of years”.

Israeli soldier killed 
Lebanon’s health ministry said 

a strike in Tyre killed two Syrians 
including a child, and another in 
Sidon killed five people, includ-
ing two women.

An AFP correspondent said the 
Sidon raid destroyed the first two 
floors of a residential building.

The ministry said another 
strike hit a vehicle in south Leb-
anon’s Adloun, killing six people 
“including two children, their 
mother and their father”.

Lebanon’s military said anoth-
er strike killed a soldier “while 
he was driving” in the Nabatieh 
region.

US, Iran accuse each other of 
violating truce after attacks

Fighting around the Strait of Hormuz reignited fears of broader regional escalation

• Five drones 
intercepted by US forces

• Kuwait condemns 
Iranian attacks

• Stuttering peace 
negotiations face 
deep uncertainty

AFP | Tehran

The United States and Iran 
accused each other of vi-
olating an ongoing cease-

fire yesterday following an ex-
change of fire, three months after 
the regional conflict began with 
US and Israeli strikes on Iran.

The latest incident was the 
most serious since the ceasefire 
took effect in April, complicating 
ongoing negotiations aimed at 
ending the conflict and prompt-
ing concern from regional states, 
including Kuwait, which de-
scribed the developments as a 
“dangerous escalation”.

Iranian forces fired at four 
ships attempting to cross the 
Strait of Hormuz without au-
thorisation, according to state 

broadcaster IRIB. Iran has im-
posed restrictions on the water-
way since the conflict began on 
February 28.

US forces said they intercepted 
five attack drones in and around 
the strait and prevented the 
launch of a sixth from a ground 
control site near the southern 
port city of Bandar Abbas.

According to IRIB, citing Iran’s 
Revolutionary Guards, the strike 

near Bandar Abbas prompted 
Iran to target what it described 
as “the American airbase that 
served as the source of the at-
tack”.

The Guards did not specify 
the location of the base, though 
Kuwait, which hosts US troops, 
said its air defences responded 
to incoming missiles and drones.

Kuwait’s foreign ministry later 
condemned what it described as 

Iranian attacks targeting Kuwaiti 
territory, calling them “a danger-
ous escalation”.

US Central Command de-
scribed the incident as an “egre-
gious ceasefire violation”.

Iranian foreign ministry 
spokesman Esmaeil Baqaei said 
Iran would “take all necessary 
measures to defend its national 
sovereignty”, while also accusing 
the United States of violating the 

truce. 
A US official said the American 

actions had been “measured” 
and “intended to preserve the 
ceasefire”.

Iran’s Revolutionary Guards 
warned of a “firm response” in 
the event of further attacks.

The exchange highlighted con-
tinued uncertainty surrounding 
negotiations aimed at formally 
ending the conflict, although nei-
ther side has indicated a willing-
ness to resume full-scale war.

Before yesterday’s strikes, 
Amir, a 27-year-old software de-
veloper in Tehran, said concerns 
about renewed fighting remained 
despite the ceasefire and reports 
of diplomatic progress.

“I feel like nothing is certain 
yet,” he said. “The daily question 
is: Will there be missile strikes 
tonight?”

THE MOST POWERFUL WEAPON 
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Gripen fighter jets are the 
long-term target Ukraine 

hopes to acquire from 
Sweden

5
attack drones were 

intercepted by US forces 
near the Strait of Hormuz, 
according to Washington
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Congratulations @An-
drisKulbergs on your 

election as Prime Minister 
of Latvia. I look forward to 
working with you on cru-
cial issues for Latvia and 
Europe: defence, competi-
tiveness, Ukraine, and the 
EU’s long-term budget. We 
will address all of them to-
gether in the June #EUCO.

@eucopresident

The Strait of Hormuz 
remains caught in a 

dangerous grey zone be-
tween war and peace. 
There is now a tenuous 
diplomatic push to extend 
the ceasefire and reopen 
the strait. Any first phase 
agreement between the 
U.S. and Iran must be 
followed by deeper talks 
about the nuclear stock-
pile, and other critical is-
sues for regional security. 
The EU can contribute 
with technical expertise. 
The EU is also helping to 
protect the freedom of 
navigation in the region, 
including through our op-
eration Aspides. We have 
already reinforced the 
mission with more ships.

@kajakallas

#Hantavirus update: 
the number of cases 

reported to @WHO so 
far remains 13, includ-
ing three deaths. No new 
deaths have been reported 
since 2 May. We remain in 
close contact with all gov-
ernments where passen-
gers and crew are being 
quarantined or receiving 
care in isolation. The sit-
uation remains stable at 
this time.

@DrTedros

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
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editorial stances)
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An Israeli airstrike 
hit a building inside 

Tyre’s archaeological 
district, prompting 
local residents to 
accuse Israel of 

deliberately targeting 
the ancient coastal 

city’s rich history and 
civilisation

KNOW WHAT

Trump voices 
support for 
Armenia PM ahead 
of tense vote
AFP | Washington

US President Donald 
Trump voiced sup-

port on Wednesday for 
Armenian Prime Min-
ister Nikol Pashinyan in 
the upcoming elections, 
which polls show as an 
exceedingly tight race.

The June 7 parliamen-
tary vote is seen as a lit-
mus test for Pashinyan’s 
moves to loosen Armeni-
an dependence on Mos-
cow while forging closer 
ties with the West.

The South Caucasus 
nation is also still reel-
ing from Azerbaijan’s 
2023 military takeover 
of the Karabakh region 
and the mass exodus of 
its 100,000 ethnic Ar-
menians.

Ukraine to buy up to 20 Gripen jet fighters, Sweden to donate 16
AFP | Stockholm

Ukraine plans to buy up to 20 
latest model Gripen fight-

er jets and Sweden will donate 
16 older models, the two coun-
tries announced yesterday as 
Ukraine’s President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy visited Sweden.

Ukraine plans to allocate 2.5 
billion euros ($2.9 billion) from 
an EU loan for the new aircraft, 

the Swedish government said 
in a statement. Regarding the 
latest model Gripen E jets, “the 
aim is to quickly conclude a final 
agreement with deliveries as of 
2030”, Prime Minister Ulf Kris-
tersson said at a joint press con-
ference with Zelenskyy at an air 
base in Uppsala, 70 kilometers 
(45 miles) north of Stockholm.

The 16 donated aircraft will 

be delivered in early 2027, Kris-
tersson said.

“This is a historic decision for 
Sweden, but it also strengthens 
Ukraine’s air defense signifi-
cantly,” he added.

The two countries signed a 
letter of intent in October on 
Kyiv’s purchase of 100 to 150 
Gripen E aircraft.

Zelenskyy said Ukraine, bat-

tling Russia’s invasion since 
2022, hoped to buy all 150 
planes.

“We hope we will be able to 
secure financing for all of them,” 
he said.

Sweden in 2024 suspended 
plans to send Gripen jets to 
Ukraine after partner countries 
requested that priority be given 
to providing US F-16 fighters.

Yemen’s ex-
president Hadi 
dies in Saudi 
Arabia
AFP | Washington

Yemen’s former Presi-
dent Abedrabbo Man-

sour Hadi has died at 80 
years old, the Yemeni pres-
idency said yesterday.

Three days of mourning, 
with lowered flags and con-
dolence books, was declared 
to commemorate Hadi, who 
oversaw a tumultuous peri-
od when the Houthis seized 
large swathes of Yemen, 
triggering a devastating 
civil war.

The presidency’s state-
ment praised his “wise lead-
ership,” saying he “led the 
Yemeni state through one 
of the most complex phases 
the country has ever experi-
enced, amid war, coup, and 
unprecedented humanitar-
ian and economic crises.”

Australia 
charges woman 
with terrorism 
over IS links
AFP | Sydney

Australian police charged 
yesterday a woman 

linked to the Islamic State 
group with membership of 
a terrorist organisation and 
entering a known conflict 
zone.

Hundreds of  women 
from Western nations were 
lured to the Middle East as 
IS gained prominence in the 
early 2010s, in many cases 
following husbands who 
had signed up as jihadist 
fighters.

A joint counter-terror 
police team said they will 
allege that the woman, 34, 
travelled to Syria between 
2013 and 2014 with a man 
to join Islamic State

The man is now believed 
to be imprisoned in the 
Middle East, they added.

TODAY 
IN 

HISTORY

1453 1592 1660 1953
Constantinople, capital of the Eastern 
Roman Empire, falls to the Ottoman Turks 
under Mehmed the Conqueror, ending the 
Byzantine Empire after 1,100 years

The Korean navy, led by Admiral 
Yi Sun-sin, repels a Japanese 
fleet in the Battle of Sacheon, the 
first use of a Korean Turtle Ship

On his 30th birthday, Charles II returns 
to London from exile in the Netherlands 
to claim the English throne after the 
Puritan Commonwealth comes to an end

Edmund Hillary (NZ) and Tenzing 
Norgay (Nepal) are the first to 
reach the summit of Mount Everest 
as part of a British expedition

Vessels are seen anchored in the Strait of Hormuz, off the port city of Khasab on Oman’s northern Musandam Peninsula

Rescue workers and local residents inspect the damage to a building following an Israeli air strike in the Choueifat area, south of Beirut

Israel PM says orders 
army to take control of 
70 percent of Gaza Strip

AFP | Jerusalem

Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu said yesterday 

he had ordered the country’s 
military to take control of 70 
percent of the Gaza Strip, in de-
fiance of the terms of a fragile 
ceasefire that took effect in Oc-
tober.

“We are currently squeezing 
Hamas. We now control 60 per-
cent of the territory in the Strip,” 
he said at a conference in an 
occupied West Bank settlement, 
according to a video aired by 
Israel’s Channel 12 network.

He said the military had con-
trolled 50 percent of Gaza under 

the terms of the ceasefire, add-
ing: “My directive is to move to... 
70 percent.”

“We’re squeezing them from 
all (sides). We’ll deal with what’s 
left afterwards.”

The first phase of the truce 
saw the last hostages seized in 
Hamas’s October 7, 2023 attacks 
on Israel, which triggered the 
war in Gaza, released in ex-
change for Palestinians detained 
by Israel.

The transition to the second 
phase, which was supposed to 
involve Hamas’s disarmament 
and a gradual withdrawal of the 
Israeli army, has been stalled for 
months.

A Palestinian boy sits at the site of an overnight Israeli military strike on 
structures and tents housing displaced families, killing ten Palestinians, in Gaza 
City

Fire in Kenya girls’ 
school dorm kills 16
AFP | Nairobi

A fire in a girls’ dormitory 
in Kenya yesterday killed 

16 children and hospitalised 
79 in the latest deadly blaze to 
hit a school in the east African 
country.

The fire broke out shortly 
before 1:00 am local time at 
Utumishi Girls Academy in 
Nakuru County, around 120 
kilometres (75 miles) north of 
the capital Nairobi, officials 
said.

There have been many dev-
astating school fires in Ken-
ya, where boarding schools  
are common as a colonial leg-
acy of missionaries and the  
British.

It was unclear how old the 
victims of yesterday’s blaze 
were.

“We have 16 fatalities. It’s 
an unfortunate incident,” ed-
ucation minister Julius Migos 
Ogamba told reporters at the 
scene.

Frantic parents were being 
held outside the school build-
ings by authorities as inves-
tigators raced to identify the 
victims.

“Our hearts and prayers are 
with the families who have 

lost their beloved daughters,” 
President William Ruto said 
on X, describing it as an “un-
imaginable tragedy”.

The school is linked to the 
National Police Service and 
most pupils are the children of 
officers, said interior minister 
Kipchumba Murkomen.

“We know that this is a very 
anxious moment,” he told re-
porters.

Asked about the cause of 
the fire, Murkomen called for 
patience while investigations 
were ongoing and urged peo-
ple to avoid speculation.

Children have been accused 
of deliberately starting school 

fires in the past. One report 
found there were 63 arson 
cases at schools in 2018 alone.

Pupils were accused after 
a 2001 dormitory fire in the 
southern county of Machakos 
killed 67.

A fire in 2024 killed 21 boys 
after flames engulfed a dormi-
tory at the Hillside Endarasha 
Academy in Nyeri county.

A 2017 report by Kenya’s 
National Crime Research Cen-
tre blamed exam stress and 
long school terms and said 
students in different schools 
were communicating via 
smuggled phones, leading to 
copycat acts.

Parents and guardians walk outside the Utumishi Girls Academy following 
the deadly fire in Gilgil, north of the capital Nairobi



Israeli strike hits south of Beirut 
as Lebanon says raids kill 14

Lebanon and Israel prepare for Pentagon talks as violence threatens renewed escalation

• Israel launched 
strike near Beirut

• Ceasefire violations 
accusations continue

AFP | Beirut

Israel ’s  mil i tary  said  i t 
launched an airstrike in the 
Beirut area yesterday as a 

Lebanese source said an apart-
ment was hit, the second such 
raid since an April ceasefire an-
nouncement.

The escalation comes as Leba-
non and Israel prepare for talks 
between military delegations 
at the Pentagon on Friday, and 
for US-brokered talks early next 
week -- the fourth round since 
the latest Israel-Hezbollah war 
erupted on March 2.

After heavy strikes that Leb-
anese authorities said killed at 
least 14 people including three 
children, Israel’s military said 
it “precisely struck in Beirut”, 

without identifying the target.
A Lebanese military source, 

requesting anonymity, told AFP 
that “an Israeli strike targeted an 
apartment in the Choueifat area”.

AFPTV footage showed smoke 
rising from the area on the edge 
of Beirut’s southern suburbs, a 
Hezbollah stronghold.

An AFP correspondent said the 
first two floors of a residential 
building were damaged, and saw 
residents packing cars and leav-
ing.

It was the second Israeli 
strike on south Beirut since a 
ceasefire between Israel and the 
Iran-backed Hezbollah that was 
supposed to have taken effect 
on April 17 but has never been 
observed.

Both sides accuse each other 
of violating it and justify their at-
tacks by the other’s alleged truce 
breaches.

Hezbollah yesterday claimed 
several attacks with rockets and 
drones on Israeli troops in south 
Lebanon.

Spokesperson for the United 
Nations Interim Force in Leb-

anon (UNIFIL) peacekeepers 
Kandice Ardiel told AFP that 
last month’s agreement “had a 
positive effect in lessening the 
violence, but (we) have seen an 
escalation in recent weeks, and 
an intense escalation in recent 
days”.

The force said in a statement 
that “Wednesday saw around 670 

projectiles fired -- the highest 
level since 17 April”.

 ‘Cultural landmarks’ 
On Wednesday, Israel’s mil-

itary declared all areas south 
of Lebanon’s Zahrani River -- 
around 40 kilometres (25 miles) 
from the border and including 
the cities of Tyre and Nabatieh 
-- to be “combat zones” and told 
residents to evacuate.

This week, Israel vowed to 
ramp up operations in Lebanon 
and said it was expanding ground 
operations there.

Yesterday afternoon Israel’s 
military issued another evacua-
tion warning for swathes of Tyre 
and surrounding areas.

Israeli airstrikes hit Tyre and 
Sidon, both southern cities, early 
yesterday.

AFP footage showed a fireball 
followed by smoke as a strike hit 
a building in Tyre’s archaeologi-
cal district.

Resident Ghazouane Halawani 
told AFP he believed Israel want-
ed to attack the ancient city’s 
“history and its civilisation”.

“We’re staying here. This is 
our country, our land, our life,” 
he added.

Lebanese Foreign Minister 
Youssef Raggi said on X that he 
had begun “intensive diplomatic 
contacts” after Israeli attacks 
on Tyre struck “its historic old 
neighbourhoods, churches, 
mosques, and cultural landmarks 
that have stood resilient for thou-
sands of years”.

Israeli soldier killed 
Lebanon’s health ministry said 

a strike in Tyre killed two Syrians 
including a child, and another in 
Sidon killed five people, includ-
ing two women.

An AFP correspondent said the 
Sidon raid destroyed the first two 
floors of a residential building.

The ministry said another 
strike hit a vehicle in south Leb-
anon’s Adloun, killing six people 
“including two children, their 
mother and their father”.

Lebanon’s military said anoth-
er strike killed a soldier “while 
he was driving” in the Nabatieh 
region.

US, Iran accuse each other of 
violating truce after attacks

Fighting around the Strait of Hormuz reignited fears of broader regional escalation

• Five drones 
intercepted by US forces

• Kuwait condemns 
Iranian attacks

• Stuttering peace 
negotiations face 
deep uncertainty

AFP | Tehran

The United States and Iran 
accused each other of vi-
olating an ongoing cease-

fire yesterday following an ex-
change of fire, three months after 
the regional conflict began with 
US and Israeli strikes on Iran.

The latest incident was the 
most serious since the ceasefire 
took effect in April, complicating 
ongoing negotiations aimed at 
ending the conflict and prompt-
ing concern from regional states, 
including Kuwait, which de-
scribed the developments as a 
“dangerous escalation”.

Iranian forces fired at four 
ships attempting to cross the 
Strait of Hormuz without au-
thorisation, according to state 

broadcaster IRIB. Iran has im-
posed restrictions on the water-
way since the conflict began on 
February 28.

US forces said they intercepted 
five attack drones in and around 
the strait and prevented the 
launch of a sixth from a ground 
control site near the southern 
port city of Bandar Abbas.

According to IRIB, citing Iran’s 
Revolutionary Guards, the strike 

near Bandar Abbas prompted 
Iran to target what it described 
as “the American airbase that 
served as the source of the at-
tack”.

The Guards did not specify 
the location of the base, though 
Kuwait, which hosts US troops, 
said its air defences responded 
to incoming missiles and drones.

Kuwait’s foreign ministry later 
condemned what it described as 

Iranian attacks targeting Kuwaiti 
territory, calling them “a danger-
ous escalation”.

US Central Command de-
scribed the incident as an “egre-
gious ceasefire violation”.

Iranian foreign ministry 
spokesman Esmaeil Baqaei said 
Iran would “take all necessary 
measures to defend its national 
sovereignty”, while also accusing 
the United States of violating the 

truce. 
A US official said the American 

actions had been “measured” 
and “intended to preserve the 
ceasefire”.

Iran’s Revolutionary Guards 
warned of a “firm response” in 
the event of further attacks.

The exchange highlighted con-
tinued uncertainty surrounding 
negotiations aimed at formally 
ending the conflict, although nei-
ther side has indicated a willing-
ness to resume full-scale war.

Before yesterday’s strikes, 
Amir, a 27-year-old software de-
veloper in Tehran, said concerns 
about renewed fighting remained 
despite the ceasefire and reports 
of diplomatic progress.

“I feel like nothing is certain 
yet,” he said. “The daily question 
is: Will there be missile strikes 
tonight?”
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Gripen fighter jets are the 
long-term target Ukraine 

hopes to acquire from 
Sweden

5
attack drones were 

intercepted by US forces 
near the Strait of Hormuz, 
according to Washington
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Congratulations @An-
drisKulbergs on your 

election as Prime Minister 
of Latvia. I look forward to 
working with you on cru-
cial issues for Latvia and 
Europe: defence, competi-
tiveness, Ukraine, and the 
EU’s long-term budget. We 
will address all of them to-
gether in the June #EUCO.

@eucopresident

The Strait of Hormuz 
remains caught in a 

dangerous grey zone be-
tween war and peace. 
There is now a tenuous 
diplomatic push to extend 
the ceasefire and reopen 
the strait. Any first phase 
agreement between the 
U.S. and Iran must be 
followed by deeper talks 
about the nuclear stock-
pile, and other critical is-
sues for regional security. 
The EU can contribute 
with technical expertise. 
The EU is also helping to 
protect the freedom of 
navigation in the region, 
including through our op-
eration Aspides. We have 
already reinforced the 
mission with more ships.

@kajakallas

#Hantavirus update: 
the number of cases 

reported to @WHO so 
far remains 13, includ-
ing three deaths. No new 
deaths have been reported 
since 2 May. We remain in 
close contact with all gov-
ernments where passen-
gers and crew are being 
quarantined or receiving 
care in isolation. The sit-
uation remains stable at 
this time.

@DrTedros

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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An Israeli airstrike 
hit a building inside 

Tyre’s archaeological 
district, prompting 
local residents to 
accuse Israel of 

deliberately targeting 
the ancient coastal 

city’s rich history and 
civilisation

KNOW WHAT

Trump voices 
support for 
Armenia PM ahead 
of tense vote
AFP | Washington

US President Donald 
Trump voiced sup-

port on Wednesday for 
Armenian Prime Min-
ister Nikol Pashinyan in 
the upcoming elections, 
which polls show as an 
exceedingly tight race.

The June 7 parliamen-
tary vote is seen as a lit-
mus test for Pashinyan’s 
moves to loosen Armeni-
an dependence on Mos-
cow while forging closer 
ties with the West.

The South Caucasus 
nation is also still reel-
ing from Azerbaijan’s 
2023 military takeover 
of the Karabakh region 
and the mass exodus of 
its 100,000 ethnic Ar-
menians.

Ukraine to buy up to 20 Gripen jet fighters, Sweden to donate 16
AFP | Stockholm

Ukraine plans to buy up to 20 
latest model Gripen fight-

er jets and Sweden will donate 
16 older models, the two coun-
tries announced yesterday as 
Ukraine’s President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy visited Sweden.

Ukraine plans to allocate 2.5 
billion euros ($2.9 billion) from 
an EU loan for the new aircraft, 

the Swedish government said 
in a statement. Regarding the 
latest model Gripen E jets, “the 
aim is to quickly conclude a final 
agreement with deliveries as of 
2030”, Prime Minister Ulf Kris-
tersson said at a joint press con-
ference with Zelenskyy at an air 
base in Uppsala, 70 kilometers 
(45 miles) north of Stockholm.

The 16 donated aircraft will 

be delivered in early 2027, Kris-
tersson said.

“This is a historic decision for 
Sweden, but it also strengthens 
Ukraine’s air defense signifi-
cantly,” he added.

The two countries signed a 
letter of intent in October on 
Kyiv’s purchase of 100 to 150 
Gripen E aircraft.

Zelenskyy said Ukraine, bat-

tling Russia’s invasion since 
2022, hoped to buy all 150 
planes.

“We hope we will be able to 
secure financing for all of them,” 
he said.

Sweden in 2024 suspended 
plans to send Gripen jets to 
Ukraine after partner countries 
requested that priority be given 
to providing US F-16 fighters.

Yemen’s ex-
president Hadi 
dies in Saudi 
Arabia
AFP | Washington

Yemen’s former Presi-
dent Abedrabbo Man-

sour Hadi has died at 80 
years old, the Yemeni pres-
idency said yesterday.

Three days of mourning, 
with lowered flags and con-
dolence books, was declared 
to commemorate Hadi, who 
oversaw a tumultuous peri-
od when the Houthis seized 
large swathes of Yemen, 
triggering a devastating 
civil war.

The presidency’s state-
ment praised his “wise lead-
ership,” saying he “led the 
Yemeni state through one 
of the most complex phases 
the country has ever experi-
enced, amid war, coup, and 
unprecedented humanitar-
ian and economic crises.”

Australia 
charges woman 
with terrorism 
over IS links
AFP | Sydney

Australian police charged 
yesterday a woman 

linked to the Islamic State 
group with membership of 
a terrorist organisation and 
entering a known conflict 
zone.

Hundreds of  women 
from Western nations were 
lured to the Middle East as 
IS gained prominence in the 
early 2010s, in many cases 
following husbands who 
had signed up as jihadist 
fighters.

A joint counter-terror 
police team said they will 
allege that the woman, 34, 
travelled to Syria between 
2013 and 2014 with a man 
to join Islamic State

The man is now believed 
to be imprisoned in the 
Middle East, they added.

TODAY 
IN 

HISTORY

1453 1592 1660 1953
Constantinople, capital of the Eastern 
Roman Empire, falls to the Ottoman Turks 
under Mehmed the Conqueror, ending the 
Byzantine Empire after 1,100 years

The Korean navy, led by Admiral 
Yi Sun-sin, repels a Japanese 
fleet in the Battle of Sacheon, the 
first use of a Korean Turtle Ship

On his 30th birthday, Charles II returns 
to London from exile in the Netherlands 
to claim the English throne after the 
Puritan Commonwealth comes to an end

Edmund Hillary (NZ) and Tenzing 
Norgay (Nepal) are the first to 
reach the summit of Mount Everest 
as part of a British expedition

Vessels are seen anchored in the Strait of Hormuz, off the port city of Khasab on Oman’s northern Musandam Peninsula

Rescue workers and local residents inspect the damage to a building following an Israeli air strike in the Choueifat area, south of Beirut

Israel PM says orders 
army to take control of 
70 percent of Gaza Strip

AFP | Jerusalem

Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu said yesterday 

he had ordered the country’s 
military to take control of 70 
percent of the Gaza Strip, in de-
fiance of the terms of a fragile 
ceasefire that took effect in Oc-
tober.

“We are currently squeezing 
Hamas. We now control 60 per-
cent of the territory in the Strip,” 
he said at a conference in an 
occupied West Bank settlement, 
according to a video aired by 
Israel’s Channel 12 network.

He said the military had con-
trolled 50 percent of Gaza under 

the terms of the ceasefire, add-
ing: “My directive is to move to... 
70 percent.”

“We’re squeezing them from 
all (sides). We’ll deal with what’s 
left afterwards.”

The first phase of the truce 
saw the last hostages seized in 
Hamas’s October 7, 2023 attacks 
on Israel, which triggered the 
war in Gaza, released in ex-
change for Palestinians detained 
by Israel.

The transition to the second 
phase, which was supposed to 
involve Hamas’s disarmament 
and a gradual withdrawal of the 
Israeli army, has been stalled for 
months.

A Palestinian boy sits at the site of an overnight Israeli military strike on 
structures and tents housing displaced families, killing ten Palestinians, in Gaza 
City

Fire in Kenya girls’ 
school dorm kills 16
AFP | Nairobi

A fire in a girls’ dormitory 
in Kenya yesterday killed 

16 children and hospitalised 
79 in the latest deadly blaze to 
hit a school in the east African 
country.

The fire broke out shortly 
before 1:00 am local time at 
Utumishi Girls Academy in 
Nakuru County, around 120 
kilometres (75 miles) north of 
the capital Nairobi, officials 
said.

There have been many dev-
astating school fires in Ken-
ya, where boarding schools  
are common as a colonial leg-
acy of missionaries and the  
British.

It was unclear how old the 
victims of yesterday’s blaze 
were.

“We have 16 fatalities. It’s 
an unfortunate incident,” ed-
ucation minister Julius Migos 
Ogamba told reporters at the 
scene.

Frantic parents were being 
held outside the school build-
ings by authorities as inves-
tigators raced to identify the 
victims.

“Our hearts and prayers are 
with the families who have 

lost their beloved daughters,” 
President William Ruto said 
on X, describing it as an “un-
imaginable tragedy”.

The school is linked to the 
National Police Service and 
most pupils are the children of 
officers, said interior minister 
Kipchumba Murkomen.

“We know that this is a very 
anxious moment,” he told re-
porters.

Asked about the cause of 
the fire, Murkomen called for 
patience while investigations 
were ongoing and urged peo-
ple to avoid speculation.

Children have been accused 
of deliberately starting school 

fires in the past. One report 
found there were 63 arson 
cases at schools in 2018 alone.

Pupils were accused after 
a 2001 dormitory fire in the 
southern county of Machakos 
killed 67.

A fire in 2024 killed 21 boys 
after flames engulfed a dormi-
tory at the Hillside Endarasha 
Academy in Nyeri county.

A 2017 report by Kenya’s 
National Crime Research Cen-
tre blamed exam stress and 
long school terms and said 
students in different schools 
were communicating via 
smuggled phones, leading to 
copycat acts.

Parents and guardians walk outside the Utumishi Girls Academy following 
the deadly fire in Gilgil, north of the capital Nairobi



The air medical evacua-
tion department under 
the General Directorate 

for Health Services of the Min-
istry of Defense (Saudi Arabia) 
has deployed four fully equipped 
aircraft to support emergency 

medical operations during this 
year’s Hajj season.

The aircraft are dedicated to 
providing advanced in-flight 
emergency medical care to pil-
grims, ensuring rapid response 
in critical situations across the 

holy sites.
These air ambulances op-

erate in close coordination 
with field hospitals, medi-
cal centers, and ambulance 
teams stationed throughout 
the pilgrimage zones. The 
integrated network is de-
signed to reduce response 
times and ensure that pa-
tients receive timely and 

specialized treatment when 
needed.

Officials said the aerial evac-
uation system is part of a broad-
er healthcare strategy aimed at 
strengthening emergency pre-
paredness during Hajj, when 

millions of pilgrims gather in and 
around the holy sites.

Beyond operations within the 
Kingdom, the air medical evacu-
ation fleet also continues to han-
dle patient transfers to and from 
international locations. This 
forms part of a wider integrat-
ed healthcare system managed 
by the Ministry of Defense to 
ensure advanced medical trans-
port services are available both 
domestically and abroad.

The deployment highlights 
ongoing efforts to enhance med-
ical readiness and ensure the 
safety and well-being of pilgrims 
throughout the Hajj season.
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Regional leaders condemn the strikes and reaffirm 
commitment to Kuwait’s sovereignty 

Air Medical Units Provide Rapid Hajj Response

A senior U.S. official held 
talks with a French for-
eign ministry represent-

ative to review shared priorities 
and strengthen cooperation on 
key geopolitical issues in the Mid-
dle East and Africa.

Massad Boulos met with Rom-
aric Roignan, Director for North 
Africa and the Middle East at 
France’s Ministry for Europe and 
Foreign Affairs, to discuss areas of 
mutual interest between Wash-
ington and Paris.

Both sides emphasized contin-
ued coordination on regional sta-
bility, particularly in conflict-af-
fected countries.

On Western Sahara, the two of-
ficials underlined the importance 
of pursuing a peaceful, durable, 
and mutually acceptable political 

solution, in line with United Na-
tions Security Council Resolution 
2797.

The discussions also addressed 
the ongoing crisis in Sudan, where 
both countries highlighted the 
need for continued international 
cooperation following the Ber-
lin Conference on Sudan. They 
referenced a joint statement of 
principles endorsed by the United 
States, France, and more than 20 
other countries and organizations. 
The U.S. side stressed that resolv-
ing the Sudan conflict remains a 
priority for the administration of 
the President of the United States, 
given the scale of the humanitar-
ian emergency, widely described 
as the world’s most severe.

Libya was another key topic, 
with both parties discussing the 

importance of an inclusive, Lib-
yan-led political process aimed 
at unifying state institutions, in 
coordination with the United 
Nations’ roadmap for political 
reconciliation.

The meeting reflects ongoing 
U.S.-French efforts to align their 
diplomatic approaches across 
North Africa and the wider Near 
East amid multiple regional cri-
ses.

Gulf Stands With Kuwait

Call for Peace and Unity Mark OIC Chief’s Eid Al-Adha Message

The Secretary-General of 
the Organisation of Is-
lamic Cooperation (OIC), 

Hissein Brahim Taha, extended his 
congratulations and blessings to 
Muslims around the world on the 
occasion of Eid Al-Adha 1447H.

In a message issued for the Is-
lamic holiday, the OIC chief con-
veyed his sincere wishes to the 
Muslim Ummah, praying that Al-
lah accepts the good deeds of pil-
grims performing Hajj and Mus-

lims celebrating Eid worldwide.
Taha described Eid Al-Adha as 

a blessed occasion that reflects 
the values of sacrifice, compassion 
and selflessness, while express-
ing hope for peace and harmony 
across the Muslim world.

The Secretary-General also ex-
tended congratulations to the lead-
ers of OIC member states, wishing 
them good health and continued 
prosperity for their nations and 
peoples.

He paid special tribute to 
the Custodian of the Two Holy 
Mosques, King Salman bin Abdu-
laziz Al Saud, and Crown Prince 
and Prime Minister Prince Mo-
hammed bin Salman bin Abdu-
laziz Al Saud, praising Saudi Ara-
bia’s efforts in serving Islam and 
caring for pilgrims during the Hajj 
season.

Taha highlighted the Kingdom’s 
leading role in supporting causes 
related to the Islamic Ummah and 

ensuring the welfare and safety of 
pilgrims visiting the holy sites.

Concluding his message, the 
OIC Secretary-General prayed 
for greater security and stability 
across the Muslim world, express-
ing hope that Eid Al-Adha would 
help strengthen solidarity and 
joint Islamic cooperation.

He also voiced hope for an end 
to hardships facing Muslim na-
tions and for a future marked by 
peace, prosperity and progress.

US and France Align on Africa and Middle 
East Cooperation

Kuwait Fires Back Diplomat-
ically

Kuwait on Thursday 
condemned what it 
called “criminal Ira-

nian attacks” after missiles and 
drones struck its territory in 
what its Foreign Ministry de-
scribed as a dangerous esca-
lation and a flagrant violation 
of its sovereignty, security, and 
territorial integrity. Kuwait re-
served its full right to self-de-
fence under Article 51 of the 
UN Charter, calling on Iran to 
immediately and uncondition-
ally halt the attacks and bear 
full responsibility for them.

Kuwait’s military confirmed 
its air defence systems had in-
tercepted the hostile missiles 
and drones, assuring citizens 
that explosion sounds heard 
were the result of successful 

interceptions — not ground 
impacts — while urging the 
public to follow official safety 
instructions.
One Voice

The response from Gulf 
neighbours was swift and 
unanimous. Saudi Arabia con-
demned the attacks “in the 
strongest terms,” reaffirming 
its solidarity with Kuwait and 
rejecting all violations of state 
sovereignty. Qatar called the 
strikes a flagrant breach of in-
ternational law, while the UAE 
labelled them “Iranian terrorist 
attacks” and a direct threat to 
Kuwait’s security. Bahrain’s 
Foreign Minister personally 
called his Kuwaiti counterpart 
to condemn the attacks and 
affirm Kuwait’s right to protect 
itself.
“Treacherous Aggression”

The Gulf Cooperation Coun-
cil went further, with Secre-
tary-General Jassem Albudai-
wi denouncing the strikes as 
“treacherous aggression” and 
a violation of international law, 
the UN Charter, and principles 
of good neighbourliness — with 
all GCC states standing firmly 
behind Kuwait.

Diplomacy Under Fire
Kuwait’s Foreign Ministry 

noted the attacks came precise-
ly when regional and interna-
tional efforts were underway 
to reduce tensions — making 
the strikes not only an act of 
aggression, but a deliberate 
blow to diplomacy and region-
al stability.

India, Saudi FM attend 
Cyprus talks on Middle East

India’s  External  Af-
fairs Minister Dr. S. 
Jaishankar and Saudi 

Arabia’s Foreign Minister 
Faisal bin Farhan Al Saud 
participated in the Foreign 
Affairs Council held in its 
informal “Gymnich” format 
in Cyprus.

The high-level  discus-
s ions  brought  ministers 
together to examine the 
evolving geopolitical situa-
tion in the Middle East and 
explore ways to improve co-
ordination in responding to 
regional crises.

A key focus of the meeting 
was maritime security, par-
ticularly safeguarding free-
dom of navigation through 

the Strait of Hormuz, a crit-
ical global energy corridor 
widely regarded as being in 
a fragile balance between 
escalation and stability.

M i n i s t e r s  r e p o r t e d l y 
stressed the importance of 
maintaining open sea routes 
and avoiding further dete-
rioration of security con-
ditions in the region, given 
the wider implications for 
global trade and energy sup-
plies.

The talks reflect ongoing 
international efforts to align 
diplomatic approaches amid 
heightened tensions across 
the Middle East and sur-
rounding maritime routes.

Saudi Arabia Provides 
$150 Million Emergency 

Saudi Arabia has provid-
ed an urgent grant of 
oil derivatives worth 

$150 million to Yemen to help 
sustain the operation of power 
plants that rely on diesel and 
mazout across the country.

This move is part of ongoing 
Saudi support for Yemen and 
aims to strengthen electricity 
generation and improve essen-
tial public services.

The assistance was ordered 
by Custodian of the Two Holy 
Mosques King Salman bin Ab-
dulaziz and Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister Mohammed 
bin Salman.

Saudi officials said the ini-
tiative reflects the Kingdom’s 
continued commitment to sup-
porting the Yemeni people and 
addressing urgent humanitar-
ian and infrastructure needs.

Saudi Defence Minister 
Prince Khalid bin Salman has 
been tasked with overseeing 
follow-up on the grant’s imple-
mentation.
Development Programme

The Saudi Development and 
Reconstruction Program for 
Yemen (SDRPY) will supervise 
the execution of the grant, en-
suring the delivery and dis-
tribution of fuel supplies to 
support electricity generation.

Officials said the funding 
will help stabilise power pro-
duction, improve basic servic-
es, and reduce the pressure on 
Yemen’s strained energy infra-
structure.
Focus on improving living 
conditions

Saudi Ambassador to Yem-
en and General Supervisor of 
SDRPY Mohammed Al-Jaber 
said the initiative reflects the 
Kingdom’s consistent support 
for Yemen, particularly as sea-
sonal temperatures rise and de-
mand for electricity increases.

He added that the assistance 
is intended to ease humanitari-
an hardship and strengthen es-
sential services for the Yemeni 
population.



THIRTY SEVEN SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33889482 or
AL MIRZA FOR SELLING ELECTRONICS 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33661772 or MERZA9494@
GMAIL.COM
BAHRAIN BAYAN SCHOOL has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of COUNSELLOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
77122255 or ZAINAB.SHABAN@BAYAN-
SCHOOL.EDU.BH
BAHRAIN BAYAN SCHOOL has a vacancy 
for the occupation of ADMINISTRATOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
77122255 or ZAINAB.SHABAN@BAYAN-
SCHOOL.EDU.BH
COMSIP AL A ALI W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of TECHNICIAN (INSTRU-
MENT), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17773006 or arnaud.allix@VIN-
CI-ENERGIES.COM
RAID CONTRACTING W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33923781 or INFO@RAIDLTD.COM
DRAABEEL SWEETS has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
39474355 or ABDULHASSIN.MAHDI@
GMAIL.COM
SARENS NASS MIDDLE EAST W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17725522 or yousif@aanass.net
A J M KOOHEJI GROUP BSC CLOSED 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66666564 or lmra@AJMKOOHEJI.COM
SUPER LOOK GENTS SALOON BAH-
RAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a 
vacancy for the occupation of BARBER, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 34387976 or MDKADERMOLLA75@
GMAIL.COM
AHMED  MOHAMMED  JASSIM  CON-
STRUCTION CO. W.L.L. has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MASON, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17784584 or 
HR@AMJASSIM.COM
GULF PHARMACIES W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of PHARMACIST, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17239393 or HR@GCTBAHRAIN.COM
NAWAZ SALEEM CONTRACTING W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37786800 or SANA.ARSH86@GMAIL.
COM
AL BAZ INDUSTRIAL WORKS MAINTE-
NANCE W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION).
GENERAL, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39153232 or ALBAZ.BH@
GMAIL.COM
M K EXCAVATION CONTRACTING has a 
vacancy for the occupation of ACCOUN-
TANTS, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36282959 or ALBUROOJHIR-
ING@GMAIL.COM
ALEENTA BEAUTY CENTER FOR LA-
DIES has a vacancy for the occupation 
of BEAUTICIAN, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33008798 or ALEEN-
TA.BH@GMAIL.COM
MOHAMED ABDULHAMEED COMPANY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of CONSTRUCTION WORKER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
36563904 or GHOLUMVIP@GMAIL.COM
RAMEE PALACE HOTEL W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SUPERVI-
SOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17811688 or hrs.bh@rameeho-
tels.com
SHAKEEL TRADING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALES 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17601873 or NAYLASHA-
KEEL.STC@GMAIL.COM
KANWAL INTERIOR DECORATION W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SU-
PERVISOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33340551 or KANWALRA-

SHEED27@GMAIL.COM
RAMEE PALACE HOTEL W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of ASSISTANT 
MANAGER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17811688 or hrs.bh@ramee-
hotels.com
ISA TOWERS CONTRACTING has a 
vacancy for the occupation of RECEP-
TIONIST, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36633480 or essatowers@
gmail.com
F K I GENERAL TRADING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
34064018 or MOOONSEE1@GMAIL.COM
SALEH TOWERS CONTRACTING has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MASON, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66661696 or H610047566@GMAIL.COM
QUALITY FIRST CONSTRUCTIONS W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
PAINTER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17162001 or QFCWLL1@
GMAIL.COM
MANHA COMBINED FACILITIES COMPA-
NY W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of OFFICE HELPER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 39800088 or 
MIANRAHEEL3400@GMAIL.COM
CHEEZY CHEEZIOUS W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SHAWARMA 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33950254 or MUHAMMAD-
SHARIF786@GMAIL.COM
LOTUS HOTEL has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WAITER (HOTEL), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17251444 or NAMALCO@BATELCO.
COM.BH
saga burger express W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WAITER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
36020030 or M.MNAWAZ829@GMAIL.
COM
CHEESY BURGER W.L.L. has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SANDWICHES 
MAKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33720002 or CHEESYBUR-
GERBH@GMAIL.COM
AL JAZEERA SECURITY CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36945444 or info@jssbahrain.
com
NARVAIR EXPRESS CARGO CO W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
BOY / FARRASH, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 37488140 or BAAZSO-
HAL9@GMAIL.COM
SUPER STAR SALON has a vacancy for 
the occupation of BARBER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 39847709 or 
HS-303-KD@HOTMAIL.COM
MUHAMMAD ASGHAR REPAIR OF ELEC-
TRONIC W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of SALESMAN, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 33332471 or 
v2abusiness.bh@gmail.com
Relay Engineering Limited has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38900185 or ZAINAB.JADID@RELAY-EN-
GINEERING.COM
Security Solutions Co. W.L.L. has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 77996666 or GOVERNMENT@
MRE.CO
CREATIVE STYLE W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of CARPENTRY 
WORKER (GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17464443 or 
HR2@CREATIVESTYLE.COM.BH
SPICE  AVENUE SHAWARMA has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WAITER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33838515 or SAUDQAEDI@ICLOUD.COM
GALAXY REFRIGERATION & AIR CON-
DIT has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33465552 or HLSX430@GMAIL.COM
RAMSIS ENGINEERING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of TECHNI-
CIAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17830801 or Abbas@ramsis.
com.bh
SEAM MASTERS TAILORING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MASTER 
CUTTER(GENTS), suitably qualified ap-

plicants can contact 34584631 or GHU-
LAMHUSSAIN2916@GAMIL.COM
PROTECTS SECURITY SERVICES has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17700211 or hrd@dreamgroup.bh
MOHAMMED JALAL - CIGARETTE  DE-
PARTMENT has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of MANAGER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17536956 or 
RASHID_BUALI@JALAL.COM
FADHEL KHAMIS GARGO SERVICES 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER/PACKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 13105521 or AU-
ROVAI@YAHOO.COM
JANG CITY CONSULTANCY & MANAGE-
MENT W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33007389 or Muhammadjawad1982@
gmail.com
CREATIVE STYLE W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of CARPENTRY 
WORKER (GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17464443 or 
HR2@CREATIVESTYLE.COM.BH
SANA STAR GENERAL TRADING W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 34647043 or VISUPA-
NA@GMAIL.COM
WHITE FALCON PRIVATE SECURITY 
SERVICES Co. W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66626168 or TDAINEH@GMAIL.COM
EAGLE FOR SAFE AND SECURITY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SE-
CURITY GUARD, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17270140 or alialt-
mimi@yahoo.com
DURRAT RESORT MANAGEMENT COM-
PANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 77777070 or 
gosi@DRM.BH
RAMSIS ENGINEERING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SUPER-
VISOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17830801 or Abbas@ramsis.
com.bh
R.B. HILTON LIMITED has a vacancy for 
the occupation of FITTER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 32376386 
or ALTRADMENA.MAILBAHRAIN@AL-
TRAD.COM
RAMSIS ENGINEERING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of RIGGER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17830801 or Abbas@ramsis.com.bh
EASTERN AREA GARAGE has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of PAINTER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
36665280 or hhimakki@hotmail.com
MESRI KHEL POINT SERVICES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
BOY / FARRASH, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 34311959 or AH-
MAEKHAN.KU@GMAIL.COM
AL ANJOM AL ZAHERA CONTRACTING 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35147060 or SAMINAYASMEEN.BH@
GMAIL.COM
SHERIN JAN CLEANING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33590322 or ISHAQ1996AHMAD@
GMAIL.COM
CHARTHOUSE HOTEL W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CHIEF OF 
COOK(CHEF), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 36440445 or ha-
karim@infracorp.bh
7 STAR CLEANING CO. W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of OFFICE AS-
SISTANT, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 66627665 or FASTWAY-
WORLD@GMAIL.COM
EROS CONSTRUCTION OF BUILDINGS 
AND SERVIES has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of CONSTRUCTION WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37706619 or jassim0087alaiwi@gmail.
com
JANET GANITO MANCAO has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 

36428158 or MMMINHAS560@GMAIL.
COM
aljazi supermarket has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 39407400 or 
FYAB-64@HOTMAIL.COM
HAYAH BURGER W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of KITCHEN WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39864664 or RASHED.ALKUBAISI4@
GMAIL.COM
ENERGY AVENUE W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of TRAINER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
39303636 or HUSSAIN.ALMALKI@
GMAIL.COM
ALSATARUH GARAGE W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of ACCOUNTANTS, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 38910107 or JINOJOSEANCHAL2@
GMAIL.COM
MUHAMMAD NAEEM ALI SERVICES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 34354463 or INFO.
TRUEOUTH@GMAIL.COM
HAZRO FOOD TRANSPORTATION has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(JUICE), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33748890 or HZRSWEETS@
GMAIL.COM
SAKHI CONSTRUCTION W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 38966458 or 
AAMIRSOHAIL0243@GMAIL.COM
BEAUTY BLENDS COSMETICS W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SALES 
AGENT, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33447800 or FATEMA.HH.ALAA-
LI@GMAIL.COM
AL RAFEEQ TOWER EXCAVATION WLL 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
HEAVY DRIVER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 39000116 or MOSA-
WI67@HOTMAIL.COM
MANNAT GOLD W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of JEWELRY GOLDSMITH 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 77923100 or info@mannat-
gold.com
A - KARIM ALJAHROMI CONTRACTING 
COMPANY WLL has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MASON(GENERAL), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17831000 or akjcont@gmail.com
SULAIMAN JAN MOHAMMED AUTO 
SERVICES has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of MECHANICAL TECHNICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17422201 or CJ_188@HOTMAIL.COM
ALHAJ HASSAN GROUP B.S.C CLOSED 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
OPERATOR(EXCAVATION MACHINE), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17551111 or hr.admin@hajihassan.com
SPLASH SWIMMING POOL Co. W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17736870 or splashpools.bh@gmail.
com
CODENEXA SOFTWARE SERVICES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
OFFICE HELPER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 37906003 or SHA-
HIDM321@GMAIL.COM
AL-AHLIA CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17737000 or h.s.m1111@gmail.com
Bahrain Wholesale W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of MACHINE OP-
ERATOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 34090099 or MOHAMED@
BHWS.ME
R.B. HILTON LIMITED has a vacancy for 
the occupation of FITTER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 32376386 
or ALTRADMENA.MAILBAHRAIN@AL-
TRAD.COM
R.B. HILTON LIMITED has a vacancy for 
the occupation of FITTER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 32376386 
or ALTRADMENA.MAILBAHRAIN@AL-
TRAD.COM
R.B. HILTON LIMITED has a vacancy 
for the occupation of FOREMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 

32376386 or ALTRADMENA.MAILBAH-
RAIN@ALTRAD.COM
ALHAJ HASSAN GROUP B.S.C CLOSED 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17551111 or hr.admin@hajihassan.com
AHMED QASSIMABDULLA MALIK has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CON-
CIERGE IN APPARTMENT, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 39634498 or 
AHMEDQMALIK@GMAIL.COM
MUGHALS CUISINE  W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of DISH WASHER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33533366 or WRASHEED1@GMAIL.COM
BLACK SAND CONTARUCTING W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of ME-
CHANIC, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33859167 or BLACKSAND.
CO@GMAIL.COM
POWER TECH CONTRACTING has a 
vacancy for the occupation of FITTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39279042 or gm@powertechdevelop-
ment.com
Bayanco Contracting Co. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of PAINTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39329326 or BAYANCOGM@GMAIL.COM
FARZANA CONTRACTING CO WLL has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
35986674 or MOBARAKH821@GMAIL.
COM
IBN ALBILAD FOR CONSTRUCTION AND 
CLEANING has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33910288 or IB-
NCLEARANCE@GMAIL.COM
UNICA COUTURE BOUTIQUE BAHRAINI 
PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of TAILOR, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
36189927 or UNIQUE.COUTURE96@
GMAIL.COM
MAWDAEXTERNAL CONTRACTING AND 
ADVERTISING COMPANY W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALES 
REPRESENTATIVE, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 38424984 or AAB-
DELMOETYSOSO@GMAIL.COM
ADONA STEEL FABRICATION W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WELDER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
77094184 or SABUBABUC@GMAIL.COM
WOODILUX CARPENTRY WORKSHOP 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of CARPENTER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34072754 or 
KAWSARRIPON035@GMAIL.COM
VIBRANT SERVICES W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR 
(SITE), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17008217 or JALALEBRAHIM@
GMAIL.COM
CROWN GOLD W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of JEWELRY GOLDSMITH 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 37733893 or HIMANSHU@
SCSGOLD.COM
ELITE FACILITY MANAGEMENT CO 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17382228 or 
MUSTAFA@ELITEFMC.COM
ALHAMAD CONSTRUCTION & DEVLOP-
MENT CO. W.L.L. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MASON, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17226618 or 
ACKR007@GMAIL.COM
DREAM COOL FOR MARKETING COM-
PANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of MARKETING SPECIALIST, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 66925530 or EMANAHMEED2020@
ICLOUD.COM
CRYSTALWALL METAL WORKS AND 
TRADING CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALES REPRESENTATIVE, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39140479 or INFO@CRYSTALWALLBH.COM
NELLAINS SPICES RESTAURANT W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
KITCHEN AIDE, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 32115528 or NIS-
RAF1968@GMAIL.COM
PATONG THAI  BUSINESS SERVICES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 

of KITCHEN WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39024896 or pa-
tongthaispa2022@gmail.com
ANTIQUE PUBLICITY AND ADVERTIS-
ING has a vacancy for the occupation 
of PRINTING PRESSMEN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 36776530 or 
HASAN98ABDUNABI@GMAIL.COM
MUMBAI FUSION BAHRAINI PARTNER-
SHIP COMPANY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of COOK(GENERAL), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
38003786 or MUMBAIFUSION.BAH-
RAIN@GMAIL.COM
YADS ENTERTAINMENT W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of DESIGNER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34145761 or DENS28TOS@GMAIL.COM
KEEMA CHAPATI restaurant co w.l.l has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WAITER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39867872 or HASH2H2@GMAIL.COM
MOHAMMED AHMADI CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of TECHNI-
CIAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17268111 or hrd1@macbh.com
SPEED X STORAGE CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SUPER-
VISOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 37138473 or AQIBLAWI1@
GMAIL.COM
COMSIP AL A ALI W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of ELECTRICAL TECHNI-
CIAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17773006 or arnaud.allix@VIN-
CI-ENERGIES.COM
Al Sahel Resort B.S.C. (Closed) has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WAITER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17561327 or hr@edamah.
com
ALBARAKA LOGISTIC has a vacancy for 
the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17740444 or info@albarakabh.com
PARICOTT PRINT & PACK W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER/
PACKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 34450491 or RAFEEK@WIN-
NERSGCC.COM
TAGREED DENTAL CENTER W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of MAN-
AGER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39650033 or CEOMMR16@
GMAIL.COM
CLOUD AI WEB EYE TECHNOLOGY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
LIGHT VEHICLE DRIVER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17041704 or 
INFO.WEBEYE@GMAIL.COM
AROOJ BANO FASHION DESIGN  W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SHOPKEEPER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 35974725 or 
143AROOJ143@GMAIL.COM
ABDULAZIZ JASIM KHALIFA ALMAJID 
/ OWAISH / 6977 has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SEAMAN, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17671654 or 
j.a.almajed@cmail.com
KANWAL CARGO SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33340551 or KANWALRASHEED27@
GMAIL.COM
CHICKEN TIME CAFETERIA has a va-
cancy for the occupation of COOK(GEN-
ERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39122259 or alwani007@hot-
mail.com
NEW APSARA JEWELLERS  W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of ACCOUN-
TANTS, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39912388 or NEWAPSARAJ@
GMAIL.COM
SANGATPUR SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
BOY / FARRASH, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 34311959 or SHER-
ALAM1144@GMAIL.COM
ALBADR  AIR CONDITIONING AND RE-
FRIGERATOR REPAIR has a vacancy 
for the occupation of ADMINISTRATOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39041320 or AALBUDR@GMAIL.COM
BURHAN JEWELLERY DESIGNING has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SALES-
MAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33345415 or m123aftab@hot-
mail.com

VACANCIES
AVAILABLE

09 FRIDAY, MAY 29, 2026



GLOBAL RIVERLINE TRADING MAN-
AGEMENT W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(SALES), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
38430785 or GLBALRIVERLINE.BH1@
GMAIL.COM
WESTON SERVICES has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17702123 or md@weston-services.COM
SUBHAN GARAGE W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER (CAR ME-
CHANICAL WORKSHOP), suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 35528471 or 
SHANI52367@GMAIL.COM
GULF AIR B.S.C. (C) has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CABIN CREW / FLIGHT 
STEWARD, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17337804 or recruitment@
gulfair.com
RAJPOT BAKERY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BAKER(GENERAL), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
39888023 or CHSHAFIQ581@GMAIL.COM
chilanka construction has a vacancy for 
the occupation of ACCOUNTANTS, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
34055355 or goldenlink.bh@GMAIL.
COM
KEEMA CHAPATI RESTAURANT CO 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WAITER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39629060 or INFOBAH-
RAIN2@GMAIL.COM
BAB AL BAHRAIN CATERING W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of COOK(-
GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 66662171 or SHIBAS-
MOIDEEN@GMAIL.COM
UMM ALSUBBAN MECHANICAL CON-
TRACTS has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of FITTER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17491190 or usmc@
batelco.com.bh
NAIL DRIP NAIL SALON has a vacancy 
for the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
38038385 or MAHDI.97@ICLOUD.COM
BEST KASHMIR DRY FRUIT W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALES-
MAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 34015888 or NASRBUTTKOT-
LI222@GMAIL.COM
ARIK INDUSTRIAL TRADING W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SALES 
EXCUTIVE, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 77900442 or arikindustrial@
gmail.com
AFTER CHAI CATERING SERVICES  
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER(JUICE), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39966670 or 
AMEERKNASAB786@GMAIL.COM
SABAR AYOOB ZADAH REASTURANT 
AND GRILLS has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of WAITER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33434132 or SA-
BARAYOOBZADAH@GMAIL.COM
CLB RESTAURANTS has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WAITER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 66666330 or 
ysbgdates@gmail.com
ACROW BAHRAIN CO. W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of MARKETING 
SPECIALIST, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 35176860 or
Reckitt Benckiser Bahrain W L L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of PRO-
DUCTION MACHINE OPERATOR, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17468555 or johain.dalmeida@reckitt.
com
DASMAN AIRCONDITIONING COMPANY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of ELECTRICIAN, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17241360 or FAWZI@
AL-FAWZ.COM
Bu Ali Spice Co. W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CAPTAIN(RESTAU-
RANT), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17240030 or hr@bualigroup.bh
ALTHURAYA SALON has a vacancy for 
the occupation of BARBER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 37390022 or 
BUHAIRDC@GMAIL.COM
INTERIOR SOLUTIONS COMPANY has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CO-ORDI-
NATOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17832022 or hamida.alhubail@

havelockone.com
INTEGRATED FACILITY MANAGEMENT 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CLEANER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17400407 or prof-
fice@almoayyedcg.com
WADI AL-DAIH CLEANING CONTRACT-
ING W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33363999 or ALI-
ALI1984BH@GMAIL.COM
CHAROEN THAI SPA W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of MASSEUR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36848777 or MKDOCUMENTCLEAR-
ANCE@GMAIL.COM
CIRCLE INTEGRATED SERVICES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17822228 or hr-
dept@circle.bh
ALNASSEB PALACE SANDWICH has a 
vacancy for the occupation of KITCHEN 
AIDE, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33766211 or BINHAMMAD89@
GMAIL.COM
Seven Energy W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of ELECTRICIAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17500791 or hr@seven-energy.com
AYSHA GARAGE . has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER (CAR MECHAN-
ICAL WORKSHOP), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 37018000 or RCB-
DOCUMENTS2024@GMAIL.COM
ALZWENY 111 MANAGEMENT W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
WORKER HELPER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 35178871 or SAMY-
RAZK553@GMAIL.COM
INTERNATIONAL MARINE EQUIPMENT 
CENTRE has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17727662 or Per-
sonnel@intercol.com
PIONEER BUILDING MATERIALS CEN-
TRE has a vacancy for the occupation of 
ACCOUNTANT(GENERAL), suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17785394 or 
sales@pioneerbmc.com
TALAL MART W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
33533346 or TALALMARKET.BAH@TA-
LALGROUPINTL.COM
NEW INDIAN BAKERY W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34633301 or KKTAJU9@GMAIL.COM
AQUA OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17233317 or MO-
HAMEDALASFOOR@GMAIL.COM
centre point colour has a vacancy for the 
occupation of EXECUTIVE EMPLOYEE, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17116223 or info@rih.com.bh
RAMEE ROSE HOTEL W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17616167 or hrs.bh@rameehotels.com
KERALA TAILORING W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of TAILOR, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
39676747 or LAKME.BH@GMAIL.COM
BAHRAIN AND KUWAIT COMPA-
NY(KHANTAKY) has a vacancy for 
the occupation of COOK(GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17262998 or ssaleh@AMERI-
CANA-FOOD.COM
Wyndham Garden W.L.L. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of HEAD(KITCHEN), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66316666 or mannai.hr@mannaitrading.
com
AL HILAL HOSPITAL COMPANY - BSC 
(CLOSED) has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of NURSE(GENERAL), suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17344700 or 
HRD@ALHILALHEALTHCARE.COM
U P M B WORLD TRADING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALES-
MAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33057494 or BUSINESSPOINT.
BM@GMAIL.COM
HIGH NEW STYLE  TRADING W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CAR-
PENTER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33200880 or newstyle.ali@
gmail.com 

VACANCIES AVAILABLE 
  CONTINUED

Neymar a doubt for Brazil’s World Cup opener due to injury
AFP | Brasilia

Brazil forward Neymar is a 
doubt for the start of the 

World Cup after injuring his 
calf, requiring two to three 
weeks of treatment, the nation-
al team’s doctor Rodrigo Lasmar 
said yesterday.

The 34-year-old Santos star 
will miss Brazil’s two pre-World 
Cup friendlies against Panama 
and Egypt, but may also be out 
of their tournament opener 
against Morocco on June 13.

An MRI scan “identified a 
grade two muscle injury... our 
expectation is that he will be 

available in two to three weeks,” 
Lasmar said at Brazil’s pre-tour-
nament training centre just out-
side Rio de Janeiro.

Neymar joined his interna-
tional teammates at the training 
centre on Wednesday but sat out 
the first session.

He has missed Santos’s last 
few matches due to what his 
club coach Cuca had called “a 
slight injury”.

His inclusion in Brazil coach 
Carlo Ancelotti’s 26-man squad 
for the World Cup was some-
thing of a surprise as Neymar 
had not been picked for the 

national team in almost three 
years.

A mixture of injuries and poor 
form had left him outside the 
national team set-up, with An-
celotti citing concerns over his 
fitness after leaving him out of 
Brazil’s squad for March friend-
lies against France and Croatia.

However, Neymar is Brazil’s 
all-time leading goalscorer with 
79 goals in 128 appearances for 
the Selecao. This will be his 
fourth World Cup.

His last appearance for Brazil 
was in 2023 during a World Cup 
qualifier against Uruguay.

Yamal’s Spain dreaming of 
Euro-World Cup double repeat
Luis de la Fuente’s dynamic Spain blend flair, pace and technical control

• Spain attempts to 
revive golden era

• Lamine Yamal 
faces ongoing 
hamstring recovery

• Luis de la Fuente 
encourages tactical 
flexibility

• Multiple key 
players battle late-
season fitness issues

AFP | Madrid

Boosted by teenage phe-
nomenon Lamine Yamal, 
Luis de la Fuente’s Spain 

are attempting to follow in the 
footsteps of the country’s gold-
en generation, who conquered 
Europe in 2008 and then the 
world two years later.

The 18-year-old  Barcelo-
na winger is recovering from a 
hamstring injury which could 
delay his appearance at the 
tournament, but he has the star 
quality to elevate Spain to an 
era-defining triumph by re-
peating the feat of Xavi Her-
nandez, Andres Iniesta and Co. 
in South Africa.

That team, guided to Euro 
glory by Luis Aragones for their 
first major trophy in 44 years, 
and then to the 2010 World Cup 
and Euro 2012 successes by Vi-
cente del Bosque, was built on 
control and passing opponents 
into submission.

De la Fuente’s Spain are a dif-
ferent, more dynamic side.

With Yamal and Athletic Bil-
bao star Nico Williams on the 
flanks, Spain cut teams open in 
transition, with pace and skill as 
well as the technical qualities La 
Roja are renowned for.

The coach, after replacing 
Luis Enrique following Spain’s 
Qatar World Cup elimination 
by Morocco in the last 16, said he 
was not afraid to have a Plan B 
or be more direct when needed.

Just as 2008 proved to Spain 
that they truly were capable of 
going all the way and securing 
silverware, De la Fuente’s Euro 
2024 success in Germany could 
prove a  s imilar  stepping  
stone.

“We’ve recovered the spirit of 
2010... the one that brought us 
all out into the streets,” said the 
Spain coach then.

The 2010 World Cup win 
is Spain’s sole triumph in the 
competition, and they struggled 
badly in the subsequent three 
editions of the tournament.

Del Bosque’s team were elimi-
nated in the group stage in 2014 
-- older, slower, and with classic 
tiki-taka past its peak.

“To say that the cycle has 
come to an end is crazy,” said 
defender Sergio Ramos at the 
time -- but it had.

In 2018 Spain sacked coach 
Julien Lopetegui on the eve of 

the tournament after he agreed 
to join Real Madrid, thus desta-
bilising themselves.

Four years later, Luis Enri-
que’s Spain lacked the cutting 
edge they needed, which Yamal 
now brings in spades.

“In my book we play the best 
football,” Yamal told FIFA.

“(When I’m on form) it’s like 
being a superhero -- everything 
falls into place. I’m faster, 
stronger, full of adrenaline.

“I feel like nothing can stop 
me. I’d love to reach that level 
at the World Cup.”

 Accepting the compliment 
Spain arrive at the World Cup 

as favourites alongside France, 
ahead of England, Brazil and Ar-
gentina, according to bookmak-
ers.

“I think everyone likes it 
when people speak well of you, 
especially given it’s not us who 
are putting out that message... 

we’ll accept the compliment,” 
said De la Fuente in March.

“We’ll have to... put in an al-
most perfect performance to 
have a chance of winning,” he 
continued.

“We have to be aware that 
there are other teams just as 
strong as we are.”

Even though Spain head into 
the tournament with top billing, 
there are some worries.

It could take youngster Yamal 
time to get up to speed if he is 
not able to play in the opening 
Group H games against Cape 
Verde and Saudi Arabia.

Reports in Spanish media sug-
gest that he is likely to return for 
the third match, against two-
time winners Uruguay, although 
De la Fuente said that everybody 
should be available by the sec-
ond group game.

Williams’s own fitness is a 
significant issue.

He has struggled with a groin 
issue for much of the season, 
but rapid Osasuna winger Victor 
Munoz is there for back-up.

Arsenal midfielder Martin Zu-
bimendi appeared to finish the 
season exhausted, while Man-
chester City’s Rodri is not quite 
back at the dominant level he 
showed before his serious knee 
injury in 2024.

Some might argue that Spain 
still lack a top quality centre 
forward –- think Fernando Tor-
res, David Villa, Raul –- but the 
classy Mikel Oyarzabal would 
beg to differ after his Euro 2024 
final goal against England won 
Spain the trophy.

Neymar

In my book we play the 
best football. (When 
I’m on form) it’s like 

being a superhero 
-- everything falls 

into place. I’m faster, 
stronger, full of 

adrenaline. I feel like 
nothing can stop me. 
I’d love to reach that 

level at the World Cup.
LAMINE YAMAL

44
years was Spain’s wait for a 
major trophy before their 

golden generation won 
Euro 2008, followed by the 
2010 World Cup and Euro 

2012

Bulgaria’s forward #09 Aleksandar Kolev and Bulgaria’s defender #07 Fabian Nuernberger fight for the ball against 
Spain’s forward #19 Lamine Yamal (C) (file photo)

De la Fuente says 
Spain can now adapt 
beyond traditional 

possession football, 
with Yamal and Wil-
liams giving them a 

more direct edge
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Bulgaria’s Delyan Georgiev squares off against 
India’s Owais Yaqoob at BRAVE CF 107

TDT | Manama

BRAVE Combat Federation™ 
(BRAVE CF), the world’s 
fastest-growing and most 

global mixed martial arts organ-
ization,continues to raise antic-
ipation for its return to Bulgaria 
with a lightweight showdown 
officially confirmed for BRAVE 
CF 107, scheduled for Saturday, 
August 1, at the Burgas Arena.

The bout will see hometown 
favorite Delyan Georgiev col-
lide with Indian standout Owais 
Yaqoob in a three-round fea-
tured attraction on the support-
ing card, adding further intrigue 
to a highly anticipated interna-
tional showcase.

  Delyan Georgiev, Former 
IMMAF World Champion, stat-
ed: “I’ve been waiting for this 
moment for a long time. Final-
ly making my BRAVE CF debut 
in front of my home fans and a 
worldwide audience is truly spe-
cial. I am ready to show every-

one what I can do and prove 
that Bulgaria has another elite 
talent ready for the international 
scene.”

 Owais Yaqoob, No. 5-Ranked 
Lightweight Contender, stat-
ed:  “I’m excited to compete 
again in BRAVE CF and continue 
building my momentum. Delyan 

Georgiev is a young and talented 
fighter from Bulgaria, so I know 
this will be a tough test in front 
of his supporters. These are the 
kind of fights that push you to 
the next level, and I’m ready 
for it.”

 Georgiev joins BRAVE CF car-
rying an exceptional amateur 

pedigree. The Bulgarian pros-
pect established himself as one 
of the brightest names in Eu-
ropean mixed martial arts after 
becoming a two-time IMMAF 
World Champion, winning the 
gold medal in 2017 and 2018.

 Since transitioning to the pro-
fessional ranks in 2021, Georgiev 

has compiled an unbeaten 3-0 
record, showcasing versatility 
with victories by both knock-
out and submission. Now, the 
promising lightweight prepares 
to unveil his skill set on one of 
the sport’s premier platforms in 
what could become a defining 
chapter of his young career.

 Standing across from him will 
be a competitor who has rapidly 
emerged as one of BRAVE CF’s 
most dangerous new athletes.

 Yaqoob owns an impressive 5-1 
professional record with three 
stoppage victories and has made 
an immediate impact during his 
current run under the promo-
tion’s banner. The Indian bruiser 
forced Ian Paul Lora to tap from 
strikes in the opening round at 
BRAVE CF 98 in September 2025 
before delivering another em-
phatic first-round finish against 
Mehmet Can Tasdoven through 
relentless ground-and-pound 
at BRAVE CF 103 three months  
later. 

Those dominant performanc-
es earned Yaqoob the prestigious 
2025 BRAVE CF Breakout Fighter 
of the Year award and cemented 
his reputation as one of the most 
exciting talents in the weight 
class today.

 The clash becomes even more 
intriguing considering the elite 
camps behind both competi-
tors. Georgiev sharpens his craft 
alongside BRAVE CF alumnus Ilia 
“El Matador” Topuria, while 
Yaqoob trains under the guid-
ance of MMA legend Khabib 
“The Eagle” Nurmagomedov.

 With national pride, rising 
momentum, and international 
recognition all at stake, Georgiev 
vs. Yaqoob promises to deliver a 
compelling battle when BRAVE 
CF 107 lights up Burgas Arena 
on Saturday, August 1.

 Several additional matchups 
will be announced in the coming 
weeks as BRAVE CF continues to 
build anticipation for its return 
to Bulgaria.

Mateta fires Palace to 
Conference League 
glory in Glasner farewell

AFP | London

Jean-Philippe Mateta scored 
as Crystal Palace beat Rayo 

Vallecano 1-0 in the UEFA Con-
ference League final in Leipzig 
on Wednesday to secure the 
club’s first European trophy in 
their history.

After a cagey opening half 
with few clear chances, Mateta 
turned in a rebound for the 
game’s only goal on 51 minutes, 
sending departing coach Oli-
ver Glasner off in style.

Glasner departs with a third 
trophy in two years as Palace 
manager, the most successful 
period in the club’s history, 
after dashing Rayo’s hopes of 
landing their first major sil-
verware.

“The difference he (Glas-
ner) has made in two and a 
half years is incredible,” Pal-
ace midfielder Adam Wharton 
told TNT Sports.

“Three trophies, the first in 
the history of the club, first 
European competition and 
winning it.

“He’s got to be one of the 
best managers Palace have 
had and he’s made a huge dif-
ference to how the club looks 
at competitions now -- we’re 

looking to win it.”
The victory also complet-

ed Glasner’s objective of re-
turning Palace to the Europa 
League, the competition they 
qualified to play in this sea-
son before falling foul of mul-
ti-club ownership rules and 
being demoted to the Confer-
ence League.

The Austrian, already a Eu-
ropa League champion with 
Eintracht Frankfurt in 2022, 
once again showed his excel-
lence in knockout competi-
tions.

Palace overcame the sales of 
star players Eberechi Eze and 
Marc Guehi this season, and 
the fallout from the latter’s 
January move to Manchester 
City, to cap their first full ven-
ture into European competi-
tion with a title.

France striker Mateta, the 
hero on the night, was a failed 
medical away from leaving Pal-
ace for AC Milan this winter.

“I feel fantastic,” said Mate-
ta. “First time in Europe, we 
did it! Now I just want to cele-
brate, I just want to party.

“I’m tired, man. I gave 
everything. The team gave 
everything and that’s why we 
won today.”
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Crystal Palace’s French striker #14 Jean-Philippe Mateta reacts holding the 
trophy

Egypt eye World Cup breakthrough 
in Salah’s likely last World Cup

• Mohamed Salah 
targets elusive victory

• Egypt holds 
seven continental 
championships

• AFCON heartbreak 
still motivates Salah

AFP | Cairo

Mohamed Salah has un-
finished business in 
what could be his final 

World Cup as Egypt’s superstar 
seeks to deliver a first win at the 
tournament for the Pharaohs.

Powerhouses of African foot-
ball with a record seven conti-
nental titles, Egypt have strug-
gled to make a dent on the global 
stage in three previous attempts.

Salah should have arrived at 
the 2018 World Cup in the form 
of his life.

Fresh from scoring 44 goals 
in his debut season at  Liver-
pool  -- which propelled him 
from promising talent into a 
worldwide phenomenon -- Sa-
lah suffered a serious shoulder 
injury in the Champions League 
final after an infamous chal-
lenge by Real Madrid defend-
er Sergio Ramos.

A patched-up Salah did make 
it to Russia and scored twice in 
his two appearances, but failed 
to prevent a group stage exit 
after defeats to the hosts, Uru-
guay and Saudi Arabia.

Now the 33-year-old comes 
into a World Cup at the other 
end of his Liverpool career.

Salah broke down in tears 
several times as his nine-year 
spell at Anfield ended on Sun-
day after amassing 257 goals, 
two Premier League titles and 
Champions League glory.

“We put this club back where 

it belongs,” he said in his parting 
message on Merseyside.

His Premier League ex-
ploits meant that his influence 
stretched far beyond the field 
of play.

Salah was named in Time 
magazine’s list of the 100 most 
influential people in 2019, de-
scribed as an “iconic figure for 
Egyptians, Scousers and Mus-
lims the world over”.

He has used that profile to call 
for greater gender equality in 
the Arab world and to appeal for 
humanitarian aid to be allowed 
into Gaza following Israeli air 
strikes in October 2023.

 ‘Best in the world’ 
Now, his home nation expects 

Salah to deliver a moment on 
the international stage which 
is lacking from his glittering 

career.
Twice he has been on the los-

ing side in Africa Cup of Nations 
(AFCON) finals, in 2017 and 2021.

“For me, Salah is the best 
player in the world,” Egypt for-
ward Mahmoud Hassan, better 
known as Trezeguet, told AFP.

“His presence is extreme-
ly important for us. Not only 
as a star, but also as a leader 
who gives us confidence and 
strength.”

Together, Salah and for-
mer Aston Villa forward Trezeg-
uet scored 14 of Egypt’s 20 goals 
in qualifying.

Yet, Salah was a diminished 
force in the Premier League this 
season, which accelerated his 
exit from Liverpool.

A year ago, he was handed a 
new two-year contract on the 
back of one of the great all-time 

individual seasons to deliver the 
Premier League title.

Tensions between Liverpool’s 
“Egyptian King” and manager 
Arne Slot simmered for months 
after Salah was dropped for 
three consecutive matches in 
December.

Injuries to others meant he 
regained his place after return-
ing from AFCON, but Salah’s re-
turn of 12 goals in 41 appearanc-
es was by a distance the lowest 
of his Liverpool career.

However, his and Egypt’s 
form at international level is a 
cause for optimism heading into 
a manageable draw against Bel-
gium, New Zealand, and Iran in 
Group G.

Salah scored in his first four 
appearances at AFCON before 
more heartbreak against his 
former club team-mate Sadio 
Mane’s Senegal, this time in the 
semi-finals.

He then missed the March in-
ternational window where Hos-
sam Hassan’s side thrashed Sau-
di Arabia 4-0 and held Spain to 
a 0-0 draw.

“I believe he will achieve 
something with the Pharaohs 
at the 2026 World Cup,” former 
Egypt captain Ahmed Fathi said.

“I played with him since the 
early days of his international 
career -- we were together at 
the London 2012 Olympics and 
the 2018 World Cup. He always 
made the difference, and I hope 
he will do it again in the United 
States.”

257
goals were scored by 

Mohamed Salah during his 
highly successful nine-year 
career at Liverpool before 

leaving Anfield

Egypt’s forward #10 Mohamed Salah reacts during a match (file photo)



Road to AFC U20 
Asian Cup begins

TDT | Manama

Bahrain have been drawn in 
Group D of the AFC U20 

Asian Cup China 2027 Quali-
fiers, alongside Jordan, Tajik-
istan, and Afghanistan, follow-
ing the official draw held at the 
Asian Football Confederation 
(AFC) headquarters in Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia.

The Kingdom of Bahrain 
will host the group’s qualifi-
cation matches from August 
25 to September 6, with all 
fixtures set to be played in a 
centralised league format.

The competition will deter-
mine which teams progress to 
the continental finals in China, 
scheduled from March 24 to 
April 10, 2027.

This edition of the qualifi-
ers introduces a new compe-
tition system approved by the 
AFC earlier this year as part of 
broader reforms to age-group 
tournaments. The revised for-
mat is designed to raise com-
petitive standards across Asia 
and ensure more balanced, 
technically demanding en-
counters between national 
teams.

Under the new structure, 
the qualification campaign will 
be played over two stages and 
will feature a promotion and 
relegation mechanism. A total 

of 32 national teams are split 
into eight groups of four.

The eight group winners, 
along with the seven best 
second-placed teams, will 
advance to the 43rd AFC U20 
Asian Cup finals, while the 
bottom-placed team in each 
group will drop into the AFC’s 
developmental stage for the 
next edition of the qualifiers.

The group stage features 
a wide spread of contenders 
across Asia. Group A includes 
South Korea, Kyrgyzstan, the 
Philippines, and Lebanon. 
Group B brings together Uz-
bekistan, Syria, India, and 
Bangladesh. Group C consists 
of Iran, Vietnam, North Korea, 
and Palestine.

Group D comprises Bah-
rain, Jordan, Tajikistan, and 
Afghanistan. Group E features 
Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Oman, and 
Hong Kong China. Group F 
includes Iraq, Thailand, the 
UAE, and Turkmenistan. Group 
G contains Japan, Yemen, 
Cambodia, and Kuwait, while 
Group H is made up of Austral-
ia, Indonesia, Malaysia, and 
Laos.

With the advantage of play-
ing on home soil, Bahrain will 
be aiming to make full use of 
familiar conditions as they 
push for a place in the prestig-
ious continental tournament.

Barbar, Al Ahli advance to league final
TDT | Manama

Al Ahli and Barbar booked 
their places in the final 
of the 2025–26 Khalid 

bin Hamad Bahrain Handball 
League yesterday after dramatic 
semi-final victories at Khalifa 
Sports City in Isa Town.

Ahli overcame Al Shabab 35–
33 on penalties after a 31–31 draw 
in regulation time, while Barbar 
edged defending champions Al 
Najma 25–24 in a last-gasp fin-
ish. Both finalists completed 2–0 
sweeps in their best-of-three 
series.

Ahli and Shabab opened the 
night with a tense battle. Ahli 
led 3–2 by the sixth minute and 
extended their advantage to 6–4, 
but Shabab responded strongly 
to move ahead 11–8 before taking 
a 14–9 lead into halftime after 
intercepting an Ali Eid pass and 
scoring on the fast break.

Shabab continued to fight in 
the second half despite losing 

Abdulla Al Salatneh to injury 
early after the restart. Midway 

through the half, they over-
turned a five-goal deficit to lead 

22–21 and later scored twice in 
quick succession to move two 

goals ahead with under three 
minutes remaining.

Ahli responded through Ali 
Eid, who converted a crucial free 
throw to level the game before 
goalkeeper Hussain Mahfooz 
produced a last-second save 
from Jassim Khamis to force 
shootouts.

In the shootout, Ali Merza 
opened for Ahli before Jassim 
Khamis missed Shabab’s first 
attempt wide of the post. Qa-
ssim Qambar converted Ahli’s 
second throw, while Mahfooz 
later denied Al Salatneh with 
another key save. Mohammed 
Hameed added Ahli’s fourth 
successful throw before Yousif 
Ahmed calmly converted the 
winning attempt to seal a 35–33 
triumph and send Ahli through 
to the final.  Mahfooz was 
named MVP for his impressive  
goalkeeping.

Later in the evening, Barbar 
overcame defending champions 
Najma in another closely con-

tested clash.
Salman Al Showaikh levelled 

the score at 4-4 early in the first 
half after cutting in from the 
right wing, while Barbar goal-
keeper Isa Khalaf made a crucial 
save moments later to preserve 
a narrow 6-5 lead. Najma held a 
16–15 halftime lead before the 
second half became a back-and-
forth battle.

Barbar moved ahead 22–21, 
but Najma regained the lead 
at 24–23 entering the closing 
stages. Barbar equalised in the 
29th minute before Khalaf made 
another close-range save in the 
final seconds to preserve parity.

Moments later, Hassan Al 
Fardan scored the winner after 
battling inside the goal area to 
receive the ball and finish in the 
dying seconds. The goal sparked 
celebrations as Barbar continue 
their pursuit of a seventh league 
title. Khalaf was named MVP af-
ter his extraordinary display in 
goal.

Action from Barbar’s dramatic victory over Al Najma

Ailing Sinner crashes out of French Open
Sinner’s exit leaves the French Open men’s draw dramatically more unpredictable

• Sinner lose after 
two-set lead

• Heat issues 
disrupt top seed

• Cerundolo stage 
stunning comeback

• Osaka safely 
reaches third round

AFP | Paris

Jannik Sinner succumbed to 
an apparent bout of heat-

stroke and a remarkable Juan 
Manuel Cerundolo comeback 
to crash out of the French Open 
yesterday, blowing the men’s 
tournament wide open.

The world number one was 
cruising when leading by two 
sets and 5-1 in the third set be-
fore suddenly struggling with 
his movement as he lost 18 
points in a row.

Sinner took a medical time-
out, complained of feeling “diz-
zy” and left a sweltering Court 
Philippe Chatrier for treatment, 
but after returning still slipped 
to a 3-6, 2-6, 7-5, 6-1, 6-1 loss to 
world number 56 Cerundolo.

“I was little bit lucky, I feel 
sorry for him,” said Cerundolo.

“I don’t know what happened, 
he was cramping, maybe the 
pressure. I feel sorry for him and 
hope he recovers.”

Sinner suffered his earliest 
exit from a Grand Slam since the 
2023 French Open, as Cerundo-
lo completed one of tennis’ big-
gest shocks in recent years and 
set up a last-32 tie against either 
Spanish youngster Martin Lan-
daluce or Czech Vit Kopriva on 
Saturday.

The unseasonably hot weath-
er has caused problems for play-
ers all week in Paris.

Czech Jakub Mensik col-
lapsed on court with cramps 
after his win on Wednesday, 

while Novak Djokovic called for 
matches to be moved to later in 
the day.

The 24-year-old Sinner was 
the latest to wilt under the blaz-
ing sun, seeing his 30-match 
winning streak, after taking ti-
tles in Rome, Madrid and Monte 
Carlo, Miami and Indian Wells, 
come to a shuddering halt.

The Italian will now have to 
wait until next year, when in-
jured rival Carlos Alcaraz will 
likely be back in action, for his 
next chance to complete the 
career Grand Slam.

The top seed was in total con-
trol and romping towards the 
most routine of victories before 

he suddenly started to struggle 
physically, losing three consecu-
tive games to love. He asked the 
chair umpire what his options 
were when 0-40 down in the 
next game, before being evalu-
ated by a physio, saying he felt 
dizzy and needed to vomit.

Sinner gingerly returned to 
the court after treatment to ap-
plause from the crowd but con-
tinued to melt in the 32C heat 
and departed the stage again 
after Cerundolo took the set.

After a nine-minute delay, the 
cramping Sinner hobbled back 
out but quickly saw the fourth 
set slide away as Cerundolo lev-
elled the tie.

The unheralded Argentinian 
appeared inspired by the oppor-
tunity to knock out the world’s 
best player and raced to victory 
against his deflated opponent, 
who was left bent over double 
after every lengthy rally.

The underdog was left to cel-
ebrate a sensational win after 
clipping away a forehand win-
ner to reach the third round of 
a Slam for the first time.

“I tried to play my best, I’m 

going to keep trying to play my 
best. The clay is my best surface 
and I hope to be ready for the 
next match,” added Cerundolo.

Sinner’s compatriot Flavio 
Cobolli, the 10th seed, reached 
the third round for a second suc-
cessive year with a 6-4, 6-4, 6-4 
win over China’s Wu Yubing.

He will next face American 
Learner Tien after the 18th seed 
fought back to defeat world 
number 151 Facundo Diaz Acos-
ta of Argentina 7-5, 4-6, 3-6, 7-6 
(7/4), 6-3.

 Osaka safely through 
Osaka edged closer to a pos-

sible last-16 meeting with Sa-
balenka after reaching the third 
round for the first time in seven 
years by beating Croatia’s Don-
na Vekic 7-6 (7/1), 6-4.

The four-time Grand Slam 
champion will face a tough test 
from American teenager Iva Jo-
vic on Saturday when both play-
ers will be hoping to reach the 
fourth round at Roland Garros 
for the first time.

“Today was really tough,” said 
the Japanese star. “But I was 
glad to be able to finish in two 
because every game felt really, 
really close.”

Osaka’s run to the US Open 
semi-finals last year is the only 
time she has made the second 
week of a major since her last 
Grand Slam triumph at the 2021 
Australian Open.

30
consecutive matches had 

been won by Jannik Sinner 
before his shock French 

Open defeat

Sinner reportedly 
asked the chair umpire 
about his options mid-

match after feeling 
dizzy and saying he 
needed to vomit in 
the Paris heat
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Italy’s Jannik Sinner acknowledges the crowd as he reacts to his men’s singles 
match defeat to Argentina’s Juan Manuel Cerundolo

Bahrain’s U-20 national football team line up before a match
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