
Four dead in 
Lebanon 

Lebanon’s health 
ministry said 

Israeli strikes 
on the coun-
try’s south 
on Mon-
day killed 
four peo-
p l e  i n -
c l u d i n g 
a  w o m -
a n  a n d 
wounded 51 
others, three 
of them chil-
dren, despite 
a  c e a s e f i r e 
between Israel 
and Hezbollah.

‘Engineered’ scarcity

The MSF report, which 
was slammed by Israel, 

pointed to data from the 
United Nations, European 
Union and World Bank in-
dicating that Israel had de-
stroyed or damaged nearly 
90 percent of water and 
sanitation infrastructure 
in Gaza.

"Desalination plants, 
boreholes, pipelines and 

sewage systems have been 
rendered inoperable or inacces-
sible," it said.

The charity documented sev-
eral incidents where its clear-
ly identified water trucks and 
boreholes had been shot at or 
destroyed.

"Palestinians have been in-
jured and killed simply trying to 
access water," San Filippo said.

The charity said that besides 
the local authorities, it was the 
largest producer and main dis-
tributor of drinking water in 
Gaza.

Last month, it provided more 
than 5.3 million litres of water 
each day, which meets the mini-
mum needs of more than 407,000 
people, or a fifth of Gaza's pop-
ulation.

Perfect storm

MSF said a third of its requests 
to bring in critical water 

and sanitation supplies, includ-
ing water desalination units, 
pumps, water tanks, insect repel-
lent, chlorine and other chem-
icals to treat water, had “been 
rejected or left unanswered”.

San Filippo also cautioned that 
the deprivation of water, “com-
bined with dire living conditions, 
extreme overcrowding, and a 
collapsed health system, create 
a perfect storm for the spread of 
diseases”.

MSF called on Israel to “imme-
diately restore water for people 
at the required levels in Gaza”.

It urged Israel’s allies to “use 
their leverage to pressure Israel 
to stop impeding humanitarian 
access”.

WHAT IS RIGHT IS NOT ALWAYS 
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IS NOT ALWAYS RIGHT.
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Jesse James’ gang robs a bank of 
$1,500 in Columbia, Kentucky, 
killing bank employee Robert 
A.C. Martin during the crime

Irish republicans abandon 
the post office in Dublin and 
surrender unconditionally, 

ending the Easter Rising

US begins to evacuate its citizens from Saigon 
in Operation Frequent Wind in response to 
advancing North Vietnamese forces, bringing 
an end to US involvement in the Vietnam War

Wrecking cranes 
begin tearing down 

the Berlin Wall at the 
Brandenburg Gate

Despite an October ceasefire 
that largely halted the 

Gaza war that began after 
Hamas’s 2023 attack on 

Israel, the territory remains 
gripped by daily violence as 
Israeli strikes continue and 
both the Israeli military and 
Hamas accuse each other of 

breaking the truce.

KNOW WHAT

5.3m
Last month, MSF provided 
more than 5.3 million litres 

of water each day

B Y  I N V I T A T I O N

H.E. MR. VINOD K JACOB, AMBASSADOR OF INDIA TO THE 
KINGDOM OF BAHRAIN

India and Bahrain have 
identical positions on 
the Strait of Hormuz 

India’s stand 
has been clear 
from the very 

beginning of the 
war. We have 

been expressing 
deep concern, 

advocating de-
escalation, and 

opposing attacks 
on civilians 

and on energy 
and transport 

infrastructure. 
India was among 

the large list of co-
sponsors of UN 

Security Council 
Resolution 2817 

which was led by 
the Kingdom of 

Bahrain. 

Indian Prime Minister, Mr. Narendra Modi addressed the 
situation in West Asia in a speech at the Lok Sabha or 
House of the People on 23 March 2026. One of the main 

highlights of this speech was the emphatic assertion that attacks 
on commercial ships and 
obstruction of interna-
tional waterways like 
the Strait of Hormuz are 
wholly unacceptable. He 
stressed that large quan-
tities of crude oil, gas, fer-
tilizers, and other essen-
tials reach India through 
the Strait of  Hormuz. 
Unfortunately, shipping 
through the Strait has be-
come highly challenging 
since the war began on 28 
February.

It is worth recalling 
that Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi had a very 
fruitful discussion with 
His Majesty King Ham-
ad Bin Isa Al Khalifa on 
the occasion of Eid al-
Fitr on 20 March. Prime 
Minister condemned the 
attacks on the energy and 
civilian infrastructure in 
the region. This was hav-
ing an adverse impact on 
global food, fuel and fer-
tilizer security. He also 
reiterated the impor-
tance of ensuring free-
dom of navigation and 
keeping shipping lines 
open and secure. 

Energy is the backbone 
of the modern economy. 
The GCC region is a major 
source for global energy 
needs, making the cur-
rent crisis a challenge for 
economies worldwide. 
India’s stand has been 
clear from the very be-
ginning of the war. We 
have been expressing 
deep concern, advocating de-escalation, and opposing attacks 
on civilians and on energy and transport infrastructure. India 
was among the large list of co-sponsors of UN Security Council 
Resolution 2817 which was led by the Kingdom of Bahrain. Most 
recently, on 27 April 2026, India supported the Joint Statement 
on Maritime Security presented by the Kingdom of Bahrain at 
the UN Security Council. 

India has also advocated that dialogue and diplomacy remain 
the only path to resolution. Our efforts are to encourage all 
parties to reach a peaceful resolution as soon as possible. 

(The author is the Ambassador of India to the Kingdom of Bahrain since 
August 2023. Views expressed are personal.)

There, water denied  
Thirst in Gaza

Israel using water access as 'weapon' in Gaza: MSF

AFP | Geneva, Switzerland

Israeli authorities are sys-
t e m a t i c a l l y  d e p r i v i n g 
people in Gaza of the wa-

ter they need to live, Doctors 
Without Borders warned yes-
terday, decrying a campaign of 
“collective punishment” against 
Palestinians.

The extensive destruction of 
civilian water infrastructure in 
Gaza coupled with obstruction 
of access constitutes “an inte-
gral part of Israel’s genocide”, 
said the medical charity, which 
goes by its French acronym 
MSF.

In a report entitled “Water as 
a Weapon”, MSF said the “en-
gineered scarcity” was occur-
ring alongside “direct killing 

of civilians, the devastation of 
health facilities, (and) the de-
struction of homes”.

Together, this amounted to 
“the deliberate infliction of de-
structive and inhumane condi-
tions of life on the Palestinian 
population in Gaza”, warned 
the report, based on testimonies 
and data MSF collected in 2024 
and 2025.

“Israeli authorities know that 
without water, life ends,” MSF 
emergency manager Claire San 
Filippo said in a statement.

“Yet they have deliberately 
and systematically obliterated 
water infrastructure in Gaza, 
whilst consistently blocking 
water-related supplies from 
entering.”

• CNN reported 
that US President 
Donald Trump was 
unlikely to accept Iran’s 
proposal to restore 
traffic in the strait

• Trump met with 
top security advisors 
on Monday to discuss 
the Iranian proposal

AFP | Washington, United States

Efforts to end the Middle 
East war appeared at a 
standstill on Tuesday, 

with the US considering Teh-
ran’s latest offer to unblock the 
Strait of Hormuz, and Iran say-
ing Washington could no longer 
dictate terms.

CNN reported that US Pres-
ident Donald Trump was un-
likely to accept Iran’s proposal 
to restore traffic in the strait. 

While a ceasefire has halted 
the fighting, diplomacy aimed 

at permanently ending the war 
has proven inconclusive.

“We are very keen to see an 
end to this war that is sustaina-
ble,” Ansari added.

Trump met with top security 
advisors on Monday to discuss 
the Iranian proposal after Teh-
ran passed “written messag-
es” to Washington via Pakistan 
spelling out its red lines, includ-
ing on nuclear issues and Hor-
muz, Iran’s Fars news agency 

reported.
The proposal was “being dis-

cussed,” spokeswoman Karo-
line Leavitt told a White House 
briefing.

The plan would reportedly 
see Tehran ease its chokehold 
on the strait and Washington 
lift its retaliatory blockade on 
Iranian ports while broader 
negotiations continue, includ-
ing over the thorny question of 
Iran’s nuclear program.

But CNN, citing two sources 
familiar with the matter, said 
Trump had signaled at Mon-
day’s meeting that he was re-
luctant to take Hormuz off the 
table without resolving the nu-
clear question, though it was 
unclear what his next steps 
would be.

Iranian defence ministry 
spokesman Reza Talaei-Nik 
said: “The United States is no 
longer in a position to dictate 
its policy to independent na-
tions,” he said, according to  
state TV.

Asked about Iran’s propos-
al, US Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio told Fox News “it’s bet-
ter than what we thought they 
were going to submit,” but ques-
tioned whether it was genuine.

“They’re very good negoti-
ators,” he said,  “and we have 
to ensure that any deal that is 
made, any agreement that is 
made, is one that definitively 
prevents them from sprinting 
towards a nuclear weapon at 
any point.”

Trump has said that if Iran 
wants talks, “they can call us.”

Children fetch 
drinking water 
at the Bureij 
camp for 
Palestinian 
refugees in the 
central Gaza 
Strip

 The aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln (L), the air-defense destroyer HMS Defender and the guided-missile destroyer USS Farragut transit the Strait of Hormuz

Trump had signaled at Monday’s meeting that he was reluctant to take Hor-
muz off the table

 Iran steel 
export ban 

Iran has banned the export 
of steel products, Irani-

an media reported customs 
authorities as saying, af-
ter airstrikes targeted the 
country's steel industry in 
the war with Israel and the 
United States.

The Fars news agency re-
ported a directive from the 
Islamic republic's customs 
authorities "regarding the 
prohibition of the export" 
of steel products, effective 
from April 26.

 Qatar: no ‘frozen conflict’

Qatar cautioned against 
the possibility of a “fro-

zen conflict” in the Gulf, as 
talks between the United 
States and Iran for a peace 
deal appeared at an impasse.

“We do not want to see a 
return to hostilities in the re-

gion anytime soon, we do not 
want to see a frozen conflict 
that ends up being thawed 
every time there is a political 
reason,” Qatar’s foreign min-
istry spokesman Majed al-An-
sari said at a press conference.

Stranglehold at Hormuz

Israeli 
warning

Is r a e l ’ s  m i l i t a r y 
warned residents 

of more than a dozen 
villages and towns in 
southern Lebanon to 
immediately evacuate 
and head northwards, 
saying Hezbollah’s “vi-
olation of the ceasefire” 
was compelling it to act.

LNG passes 
Hormuz 

A ship fully loaded with 
liquefied natural gas 

(LNG) has passed through 
the Strait of Hormuz for the 
first time since the Middle 
East war virtually closed 
the route in early March, 
marine tracking firm Kpler 
said.

The LNG carrier Mubaraz, 
operated by the Emirati na-
tional oil company Adnoc, 
left the Gulf sometime in 
April with 132,890 cubic 
metres of LNG on board, 
having loaded at Das Island 
in the United Arab Emirates 
on March 2, according to 
Kpler data analysed by AFP.

Israel says has 'no territorial 
ambitions' in Lebanon
AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Israel yesterday said it was 
not seeking to take territory 

in Lebanon, as its military is-
sued a wave of new evacuation 
warnings for towns and villag-
es in the battle-scarred south.

"Israel has no territorial 
ambitions in Lebanon. Our 
presence... serves one pur-
pose: protecting our citizens," 
Foreign Minister Gideon Saar 
told a news conference.

"No country would be will-
ing to live in such a way with 
a gun pointed to its head," he 
said as the military pressed its 
operations in Lebanon against 
Iran-backed Hezbollah.

Shortly after a ceasefire with 
Hezbollah came into effect on 
April 17, Israel declared a so-
called "Yellow Line" -- a strip 
of Lebanese territory around 
10 kilometres (six miles) deep 

along the border within which 
Israeli troops are operating.

"In a reality where Hezbol-
lah and other terror organisa-
tions -- including Palestinian 
terror groups -- are disman-
tled, Israel will have no need to 
maintain its presence in these 
areas," he added.

Despite the ceasefire, Isra-
el and Hezbollah have both 
engaged in fighting, trading 
blame over violations of the 
fragile truce.

Tuesday's evacuation warn-
ing was aimed at residents in 
more than a dozen villages and 
towns, urging them to immedi-
ately head northwards.

"Out of concern for your 
safety, you are required to 
evacuate your homes imme-
diately and move... towards the 
Sidon District," the military's 
Arabic-language spokesman 
Avichay Adraee wrote on X.

A woman flashes the V-sign as she rides in the back of a van laden with mattresses, as civilians flee their homes and head 
north toward the Lebanese capital, hours after a military escalation that included Israeli airstrikes targeting the south

Tehran said it would need guarantees that Washington and 
Israel would not attack again if it was to offer security assur-

ances for the Gulf, Iran’s envoy to the UN said.

French FM says Iran must make 
‘major concessions’ to end crisis
United Nations, United 
States

France said Monday that 
Iran must be ready to 

make “major concessions” to 
end a crisis, as countries piled 
pressure on Tehran at a UN 
session on its control of the 
key Strait of Hormuz.

“There can be no lasting 
solution to this crisis unless 
the Iranian regime agrees to 

major concessions and a radi-
cal shift in its stance,” Foreign 
Minister Jean-Noel Barrot 
told the UN Security Council.

Barrot said that Iran must 
show a way “to peaceful co-
existence within its region 
and for the Iranian people to 
be able to build freely their 
own future,” months after the 
cleric-run state ruthlessly re-
pressed mass protests.

Here, choked off
Peace efforts stall as US examines latest Iran proposal

New pirate group behind 
latest Somali hijacking

AFP | Mogadishu, Somalia

A pirate attack off Somalia is 
the work of a new group of 

“opportunistic criminals”, se-
curity officials said on Tuesday, 
complicating a threat that costs 
the shipping industry billions 
of dollars.

Piracy was rampant off the 
coast of Somalia in the 2000s, 
peaking in 2011 with hundreds 
of attacks, but was significantly 
reduced by international naval 
deployments and new tactics 
by commercial shipping.

Yet the past week has seen oil 
tanker HONOUR 25 and cement 
carrier SWARD hijacked in the 

first major incidents in months.
The SWARD seizure was the 

work of a group operating from 
the port town of Garacad in 
Puntland state of northeastern 
Somalia, a Puntland security 
official told AFP.

That is further south than the 
usual piracy hotbed focused on 
a cluster of three coastal towns 
-- Hafun, Bander Beyla and Eyl 
-- which is where the HONOUR 
25 oil tanker has been taken.

The new group is mostly 
formed of “rural youth” from 
an area “awash with weapons”, 
motivated by poverty, and an-
ger over illegal fishing by ships 
from China, Yemen, Iran and 

beyond.“Nearly everyone in 
this region is poor and nearly 
everyone is armed. Illegal fish-
ing, especially from the trawl-
ers, is making things worse,” 
the official told AFP.“If they 
are not countered, they will 
evolve into en-

tities like those at war with 
the government,” he said, re-
ferring to Islamist groups like 
Al-Shabaab and the Islamic 
State that have been fighting 
Somalia’s federal government 
for years.

Italy PM says 
priority to 
control rising 
prices
Rome, Italy

Italian Prime Minister 
Giorgia Meloni on Tues-

day said her current pri-
ority was to restrain infla-
tionary pressures on prices, 
especially energy, given the 
impact from the US-Israeli 
war against Iran.


