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‘State of collapse’
U.S. President Donald
Trump claimed Iran has
told Washington it is in
a “state of collapse” and
is seeking the reopening
of the Strait of Hormuz.
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Firm Loyalty
Stance

TDT | Manama

he National Unity Gath-

ering, the Islamic Na-
tional Al-Menbar Society,
and the Al-Asalah Islamic
Society said they fully sup-
port the King’s directives
calling for a firm approach
to issues of loyalty and na-
tional affiliation.

In a joint statement, the
groups welcomed the de-
cision to revoke Bahraini
citizenship from individu-
als accused of expressing
sympathy for or glorifying
alleged hostile Iranian ac-
tions against Bahrain, or of
collaborating with foreign
entities, including their de-
pendents.

The statement stressed that
loyalty to Bahrain must be
absolute and non-divisible,
adding that allegiance to any
entity other than the nation
is “not acceptable nationally,
religiously, or legally.”

The groups also ex-
pressed support for legal
measures aimed at strength-
ening national security and
preserving social cohesion,
development, and stability.

School Victory

TDT | Manama

inister of Education

Dr. Mohammed bin
Mubarak Juma congratu-
lated Ahmed Al-Omaran
Secondary School for Boys
for winning the Khalid bin
Hamad Secondary Schools
Handball Championship,
praising both finalists for
their performance and
sportsmanship.

The minister also com-
mended Naim Secondary
School for Boys, highlight-
ing its strong competi-
tive display and resilience
throughout the final match.
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Collective Defence Pact

TDT | Manama

M King Hamad

bin Isa Al Khal-
ifa attendedthe
Gulf Cooperation

Council (GcC) consultative
summit in Jeddah on Mon-
day, where leaders of the
six-member bloc discussed
regional security, infrastruc-
ture integration and coordi-
nation amid escalating re-
gional tensions.

The meeting, chaired by
Saudi Crown Prince and
Prime Minister Mohammed
bin Salman, brought togeth-
er GCC heads of state to re-
view developments across
the Middle East and the in-
ternational arena.

GCC Pushes Integration

GCC Secretary-General
Jassim Mohammed Al-Bu-
daiwi said leaders focused
on strengthening strategic
integration, including major

infrastructure and defence
projects, amid growing re-
gional instability.

The summit discussed re-
cent security developments,
including attacks that GccC
states attributed to Iran
against member countries
and Jordan. Leaders con-
demned the incidents that
targeted civilian infrastruc-
ture, describing them as vi-
olations of sovereignty and
international law.

In a joint position, GCC
leaders called for acceler-
ating key regional projects,
including a Gulf oil and gas
pipeline network, a regional
water interconnection sys-
tem, and the development
of strategic stockpile zones.
They also urged faster pro-
gress on military integra-
tion, particularly an early
warning system for ballistic
missile threats.

The leaders reaffirmed
that the security of GcCC

states is “indivisible” un-
der the bloc’s joint defence
framework, stating that any
attack on one member is an
attack on all. They also reit-
erated their right to individ-
ual and collective self-de-
fence under Article 51 of the
UN Charter.

Al-Budaiwi said the sum-
mit also stressed the impor-
tance of rebuilding trust, en-
hancing collective security,
and strengthening long-term
economic and strategic re-
silience.

Cooperation under C-SIPA framework

TDT | Manama

he Crown Prince and Prime
Minister HRH Prince Sal-
man bin Hamad Al Khalifa
met with the US Ambassador
to Bahrain, Her Excellency

Stephanie L. Hallett, at Gudai- 8

biya Palace.

During the meeting, the §

Crown Prince highlighted the
continued growth of Bahrain-Us
relations, describing them as a
strategic partnership marked
by ongoing development and
mutual commitment.

He stressed Bahrain’s interest
in further strengthening bilat-
eral cooperation, building on
existing agreements and memo-
randa of understanding, includ-
ing the recent Comprehensive

HRH Prince Salman receives the US Ambassador to Bahrain, H.E. Stephanie L. Hallett.

Security Integration and Pros-
perity Agreement (C-SIPA.)

The Crown Prince also under-
lined the historical role of the
United States alongside Bahrain
in addressing regional security
challenges, including responses
to Iranian attacks.

The two sides also discussed
regional and international de-
velopments, as well as issues of
mutual concern, emphasizing
the importance of continued
coordination to support security
and stability in the region and

. beyond.

Senior Bahraini officials, in-

! cluding Shaikh Isa bin Salman

bin Hamad Al Khalifa and Min-
ister of Cabinet Affairs Hamad
bin Faisal Al Malki, attended
the meeting.

Renewed Push for Two-State Solution

TDT | Manama

he UN Security Coun-

cil on Tuesday convened
a high-level meeting focused
heavily on the Palestinian issue
and wider Middle East tensions,
as Bahrain chaired the session
during its presidency of the
Council for April.

Opening the debate, Foreign
Minister Dr. Abdullatif bin
Rashid Al Zayani strongly em-
phasized the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict, describing it as a cen-
tral issue requiring an urgent
and just resolution to achieve
lasting regional stability.

Reaffirming Bahrain’s posi-
tion, he stressed what he called
the “urgent need for a just and

Bahrain Calls for Peace in Palestine

lasting solution” to the Palestin-
ian question.

He reiterated Bahrain’s sup-
port for the “legitimate rights of
the Palestinian people,” includ-
ing self-determination and the
establishment of an independ-
ent state on the 1967 borders,
with East Jerusalem as its cap-
ital, in line with international
resolutions and the Arab Peace
Initiative.

Resolutions

The minister underscored the
importance of implementing
UN Security Council resolutions
related to Gaza, calling for sus-
tained efforts to uphold cease-
fires, improve humanitarian ac-

cess, and alleviate the suffering
of civilians.

Al Zayani also highlighted
the need to halt settlement ex-
pansion in the occupied West
Bank and opposed any forced
displacement, warning that uni-
lateral actions undermine pros-
pects for peace.

He stressed the importance
of preserving the legal and his-
torical status of Jerusalem and
maintaining support for Jor-
dan’s custodianship of Islam-
ic and Christian holy sites, as
well as the role of the Jerusalem
Committee chaired by Moroc-
co’s king.

While broader regional issues,
including maritime security and
tensions involving Iran, were

H.E. Dr. Abdullatif bin Rashid Al Zayani speaks at the UN Security Council

also addressed, Al Zayani said remains “at the heart” of achiev-
resolving the Palestinian issue ing stability in the Middle East.
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Health Iyleasures

His Royal Highness Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown Prince and Prime Min-
ister, chaired the 531st meeting of the Government Executive Committee. The session reviewed
updates on the National Health Insurance Program, the efficiency of Bahrain’s healthcare sector,

and measures to tackle the increased spread of mosquitoes across the Kingdom.

Transport Cooperation

Yz |
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Minister of Transport and Telecommunications
Shaikh Abdullah bin Ahmed Al Khalifa met UK
Ambassador Alistair Long in Manama to discuss
strengthening bilateral cooperation in transport and
telecommunications.

Diplomatic Milestone

Shura Council Chairman Ali bin Saleh
Al Saleh receives Dr. Fawzia Al Jeeb’s
book documenting Bahrain’s success-

ful hosting of TPU 146.

Engineers Power Bahrain’s Development Vision

TDT | Manama

eputy Prime Minister
D Shaikh Khalid bin Ab-
dullah Al Khalifa said

the Bahraini engineer is a key
partner in turning national
visions into tangible develop-
ment achievements, as he met
the newly elected board of the
Bahrain Society of Engineers.
He said engineers play an
essential role in supporting
the kingdom’s comprehensive
development drive under the
leadership of HM King Hamad

bin Isa Al Khalifa and the di-
rectives of HRH Crown Prince
and Prime Minister Salman bin
Hamad Al Khalifa.

HH Shaikh Khalid highlight-
ed the importance of profes-
sional societies as national
knowledge hubs and platforms
for expertise, stressing gov-
ernment cooperation with the
Bahrain Society of Engineers
and its technical input in de-
veloping key sectors.

The remarks came during
a meeting at Gdaibiya Palace
with the society’s board, head-

ed by Eng. Abdulnabi Al Sabah,
following their election for the
2026-2028 term.

He congratulated the new
board, praising the mix of ex-
perienced professionals and
young talent, as well as the
strong representation of Bah-
raini women in engineering.
He also wished them success
in serving members’ interests.

The Deputy Prime Minister
thanked the outgoing board,
led by Dr. Raeda Al Alawi,
for its contributions and
initiatives.

Young Bahraini Envoy Wins Prestigious Diplomacy Award

TDT | Manama

ahraini diplomat Ha-
Bjar Al-Amin won the

“Young Diplomat of the
Year 2026” award from Diplo-
mat Magazine in London for
her outstanding contributions
to diplomatic work.

Al-Amin, who serves as First
Secretary at the Embassy of
the Kingdom of Bahrain in the
United Kingdom, received the
award during the magazine’s
15th annual ceremony, which
honors members of the diplo-

matic community in London.

The award is considered one
of the most prominent recog-
nitions for diplomats in the
British capital, celebrating
emerging leaders and their role
in strengthening international
relations. Winners were nom-
inated by their peers across 10
categories.

Speaking after receiving the
award, Al-Amin said the hon-
or reflects the growing role of
young Bahraini diplomats and
the country’s balanced foreign
policy approach.

— |
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Iron-Firm Justice in National
Security Cases

Courts Hand Down
Heavy Sentences

® Up to10-year
sentences in 22
cyber-related cases

Court rules in
cases tied to Iran-
linked attacks

TDT | Manama
Rehab Mohammad

ahrain’s judiciary has
issued a series of major
rulings in separate na-
tional security-related
cases, including prison sentenc-
es of up to 10 years for dozens
of defendants and life impris-
onment in espionage cases in-
volving alleged links to foreign
intelligence services, the Public
Prosecution said on Tuesday.

10-year sentences

The High Criminal Court sen-
tenced 24 defendants to prison
terms ranging from five to 10
years in separate cases involv-
ing alleged support for hostile

acts targeting Bahrain.

One additional defendant
received a one-year prison
sentence and a fine of 2,000
Bahraini dinars. The court also
imposed fines in some cases
and ordered the confiscation of
seized materials.

According to the Public Pros-
ecution, the defendants were
accused of supporting hostile
activities, sharing restricted and
sensitive information, photo-
graphing prohibited locations,
and spreading false news and
rumours through social media
platforms during a period of
regional tensions.

Authorities said the cas-
es stemmed from cybercrime

investigations into online ac-
counts allegedly used to circu-
late content deemed harmful
to public security and stability.

The prosecution said forensic
analysis of electronic devices
confirmed the allegations. It
also stressed that while freedom
of expression is guaranteed, it
must be exercised within legal
limits and not used to threaten
national security.

Life sentences

In a separate set of rulings,
the High Criminal Court sen-
tenced five defendants to life
imprisonment in two espionage
cases involving alleged links to
Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary

Guard Corps (IRGC), according
to prosecutors.

One defendant was acquitted,
while Afghan nationals involved
in the cases were ordered to be
deported after completing their
sentences. The court also or-
dered the confiscation of seized
items.

Prosecutors said the first case
involved an Afghan defendant
allegedly recruited to collect
intelligence on sensitive facili-
ties inside Bahrain in exchange
for payments, later recruiting
another individual to assist.

The second case involved
Bahraini defendants alleged-
ly recruited through contacts
abroad and tasked with moni-
toring and photographing vital
installations and transmitting
information to foreign entities.

Investigations included in-
terrogations, witness testimo-
ny, and forensic examination
of electronic devices, which
prosecutors said confirmed the
alleged activities.

The Public Prosecution said
espionage for foreign hostile
entities represents one of the
most serious threats to national
security. It added that it is re-
viewing the acquittal ruling and
considering an appeal.

Shura Speaker Backs Citizenship

Revocations

hura Council Speaker Ali

S bin Saleh Al Saleh said re-

voking citizenship from

individuals who sympathise with

hostile acts is a sovereign right

aimed at safeguarding national
security.

He said such measures rein-
force the rule of law and apply to
individuals involved in activities
that threaten Bahrain’s security,
including contacts with foreign
entities.

Al Saleh praised the leader-

ship’s efforts to protect national
stability and said citizenship is
based on loyalty and responsibil-
ity, not only legal status.

Human rights 5
report to A8 08

include civil
society input

TDT | Manama
Hasan Barakat

o

41

he national human rights re-

port on the impact of Iranian
attacks will include input from
civil society groups, following a
coordination meeting held by the
National Institution for Human
Rights, officials said.

Representatives from several
organisations contributed obser-
vations and field insights during
the session, which will be included
in a dedicated section of the report
reflecting community perspec-
tives.

Participants reviewed availa-
ble data and discussed ways to
align monitoring and documenta-
tion processes with international

—

standards to ensure accuracy and
consistency.

Officials stressed the impor-
tance of cooperation between
national bodies and civil society,
saying joint efforts in monitoring,
verification and analysis would en-
hance the credibility of the report.

The meeting also discussed the
role of a specialised committee
responsible for documenting vi-
olations, focusing on expanding
civil society participation in field
reporting.

Training and capacity-building
were highlighted as key elements
to support the process, alongside
continued coordination to ensure
comprehensive findings.

Bahrain leads urgent talks on
Hormuz crisis at UN

Germany

TDT | Manama

ahrain’s Foreign Minister

Abdullatif bin Rashid Al
Zayani held a series of meet-
ings with counterparts from
Germany, Singapore and Pan-
ama in New York on Tuesday,
on the sidelines of UN Security
Council sessions.

In talks with German Foreign
Minister Johann Wadephul,
the two sides reviewed long-
standing bilateral relations and
explored ways to expand coop-
eration across various sectors.

Al Zayani also met Singa-
pore’s Minister of State for For-
eign Affairs Zaqy Mohamad,

where discussions focused on
strengthening ties and advanc-
ing cooperation in areas of mu-
tual interest.

In a separate meeting with
Panama’s Deputy Foreign Min-
ister Carlos Arturo Hoyos, both
sides discussed enhancing bilat-
eral cooperation and coordina-
tion, particularly within the UN
Security Council.

Across the meetings, officials
exchanged views on regional
and international develop-
ments, including concerns over
Iran’s actions and the impact
of the Strait of Hormuz closure
on global trade, maritime navi-
gation and the world economy.

Q

“Bahrain is reinforcing
its diplomatic outreach
through active
engagement with global
partners, underscoring
a shared commitment
to strengthening
cooperation

and addressing
pressing regional

and international
challenges.”

Army Chief Meets US Marine Comman

¥ -

Bahrain’s Chief of Staff, Lieutenant-General Dhiab bin Saqr

Al Nuaimi, met with Lieuten-

ant-General Joseph Clearfield, commander of US Marine Forces at US Central Command. During
the meeting, the two sides discussed military cooperation and coordination between Bahrain and

the United States.

MPs Demand Answers on
59,000 Unfilled Jobs

TDT | Manama
Mohammed Darwish

parliamentary inquiry
called on the Labour
Ministry to explain why

tens of thousands of job vacan-
cies did not result in actual em-
ployment between 2023 and
2025, urging a minimum 70%
hiring rate for roles submitted
to the authorities.

The committee recommend-
ed a full technical review to de-
termine why vacancies remain
open, annual assessments of
the causes, earlier activation
of appeals mechanisms, and
stricter monitoring of compa-
nies where Bahraini employees
leave within their first year. It
also proposed issuing warnings
after an initial refusal of suita-
ble job offers.

MP Dr Maryam Al Dhaen
said the findings highlighted
“a clear gap between the va-
cancies offered and the jobs
actually filled,” calling for a
shift towards measuring “real
employment outcomes rather
than numerical indicators.” She
also urged an upgrade of the
National Employment Platform
using artificial intelligence to
improve job matching.

MP Zainab AbdulAmeer de-
scribed the figures as “deeply
concerning,” calling for the case
to be referred to senior author-
ities and the Public Prosecu-
tion. She questioned whether
some reported vacancies were
genuine, referring to them as
“phantom opportunities,” and
raised concerns over job stabil-
ity and companies’ use of state
employment support schemes.

Committee member MP

Zainab AbdulAmeer, MP

Yousuf Khalaf, Minister of Labour

Mahmoud Fardan said the
ministry was asked to explain
the gap but responded that a
full scientific and technical
analysis of its data systems was
required.

Labour Minister Yousuf
Khalaf said the ministry co-
operated fully within its legal
mandate, providing responses
to most of the committee’s re-
quests, while noting that some
information could not be dis-
closed due to legal restrictions
or because other entities held it.
He stressed that the ministry
does not employ workers di-
rectly or compel employers to
hire specific candidates, in-
stead, it facilitates job matching
through the National Employ-
ment Platform and registers
successful hires with social
insurance.

Mahmoud Fardan, MP

BETTER

YOU

KNOW

« 59,177 vacancies
remained unfilled
(2023-2025).

* |In 2025, 33,406
were registered,
14,0809 filled, 19,317
unfilled.

« Over 100,000
vacancies received
in total, with 41,310
filled.
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Historic Sitra spring

Hasan Barakat
TDT | Manama

long-forgotten spring in Si-
tra is set to flow back into
public life.

Plans to restore Ain Al Ra-
hah have moved forward after
the site was officially included
in the first phase of Bahrain’s
natural springs revival pro-
ject, marking a step towards
preserving the Kingdom’s
environmental and cultural
heritage.

Services and Public Util-
ities Committee Chairman
Eng. Mohammed Tawfiq Al
Abbas said that the Capital
Trustees Board unanimously
approved the proposal and
referred it to the relevant
authorities under Municipal
Law No. 35 of 2001.

He noted that the response
from Municipalities Affairs Un-
dersecretary Shaikh Moham-
med bin Ahmed Al Khalifa con-
firmed strong government inter-
est in reviving historic springs in
coordination with the Bahrain
Authority for Culture and An-
tiquities.

The project aims to trans-
form the site into a heritage

0ld and new photos of the site

Eng. Mohammed
Tawfiq Al Abbas

and tourism landmark, while
also creating a public space for
residents.

The initiative is expected to

W
8.

rain’s natural identity for future
generations.

New road use rules reviewed

Proposed legal amendments
aimed at streamlining permits
for using public roads and
pavements were reviewed by
the Capital Municipal Council
during its latest session.

The draft changes to Leg-
islative Decree No. 2 of 1996
seek to simplify procedures
for activities such as installing
kiosks, placing signage, and
using parts of public walkways

Urgent upgrades at
Budaiya beach park

_—

Mohamed Saad Al Doseri

A municipal council member
called for urgent upgrades to

contribute to improving quality for commercial or service pur- public facilities in Budaiya, cit-

of life, while preserving Bah-

poses.

ing deteriorating infrastructure

revival set for first phase

at a sports ground and safety
concerns along the coastline and
public parks.

Mohamed Saad Al Doseri said
residents in Budaiya continue
to face long-standing issues,
including a damaged sports
ground in Complex 552 that
has remained in poor condition
since at least 2022.

The site reportedly suffers
from torn artificial turf, broken
goal nets, and unusable basketball
facilities, despite being included
in planned works for 2024 that
have yet to be completed.

He said repeated delays have
deprived residents of a safe and
functional recreational space.

Summer Hea

Challenge for Animal Rescuers

Neethu Vv
TDT | Manama

B ahrain’s summer heat spares
no one - especially the voice-

less. Abandoned pets and stray §

animals struggle for shade, wa-
ter and survival, while rescue
centres across the Kingdom face
heightened vigilance, heavier
workloads and constant care
during the demanding season.

At the Bahrain Animal Res-
cue Centre (BARC)’s new shel-
ter at the Aamal Al Moayyed
Sanctuary for Animals in Sitra,
one of the Kingdom’s largest
animal shelters, volunteer Mi-
chelle Smith told TDT that rising
electricity bills remain a major
challenge as summer consump-
tion increases significantly. The
shelter’s solar system is still not
fully operational due to delays
linked to the conflict.

Home to around 251 dogs and
60 cats, and operating at full
capacity, the centre adjusts its
daily routines during the hotter
months to protect animals from
heat stress. Water bowls are re-
filled more often, shaded areas
are maintained, and animals are
closely monitored during peak
heat hours.

Michelle further added, “It’s
disheartening to see dogs get-
ting abandoned especially at
this time of the year. Summer is

Michelle Smith, BARC volunteer, with a
rescued dog.

difficult for strays too. But be-
ing used to the island’s weather,
they still cope. Domestic pets,
who are used to the comfort of
a home, struggle the most when
left outside,”

She urged the public to help
where possible, adding that of-
fering water, seeking veterinary
care, neutering, or fostering
strays until they find a shelter
can make a difference.

Behind every rescue is a de-
tailed process, the BARC team
told TDT. Each animal under-
goes medical checks, vaccina-
tions and treatment before join-
ing shared spaces. Even healthy
animals need preventive care,

o | ,.!j!l-;'
while injured ones often require
long recovery periods. The pro-
cess costs at least BD100 per
animal.

Once ready, staff carefully
manage behaviour and compat-
ibility as animals are gradually
introduced into groups. The aim
is not only shelter, but prepara-
tion for adoption, though the
centre is currently close to full

capacity.
Families

Adding on, Michelle said one
of the most rewarding moments
is seeing animals find families,
but noted that adoption numbers
have fallen since the conflict.

Local adoptions remain be-
tween 5-10%, while internation-
al adoptions, facilitated through

From our recent visit to BARC’s new animal shelter.

partner groups based in the US
and Canada, have declined due
to recent logistical challenges.

They also welcomed the Min-
istry’s new animal welfare help-
line, calling it a positive step
forward.

Michelle said, “Volunteers
are welcome at the shelter. Ses-
sions are held on Fridays and
Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.
in winter and 4 p.m. to 6 p.m.
during summer, with a shift to
summer timings expected next
weekend. Interested individuals
should reach out via Instagram
for more details, noting a contin-
ued need for greater volunteer
participation and community
support.”

Beyond the shelter, commu-
nity efforts continue, with many
residents treating animal care as

I’m currently caring for
around 30 kittens, many
just one to two months
old, while treatment
costs keep rising
EKRAM UZZAMAN

a personal mission.

Speaking to TDT, Ekram Uz-
zaman, an animal lover com-
mitted to rescuing abandoned
and injured cats, said he has
saved around 100 cats. “Sum-
mer makes it harder for them to
find food and water. Many sleep
under cars or tyres to escape the
heat and often get injured,” he
said, adding he is currently car-
ing for around 30 kittens.

“Many stray cats search for
food in garbage bins, but are
sometimes chased away or mis-
treated. My message is simple:
show kindness. They are living
beings too.”

Awareness Drive

‘Jood’ Team Promotes Inclusion
for Children

TDT | Manama

Avolunteer team from Bah-
rain Islamic Bank’s “Jood”
initiative, in collaboration with
Alia School, has organised a
community event aimed at pro-
moting inclusion for children
with disabilities and autism
spectrum disorders, under the

slogan “Bahrain is fine... with
your smile.”

The interactive initiative
sought to foster genuine inte-
gration between children of
determination and their peers
in a supportive educational en-
vironment, reinforcing national
belonging and values of diversity
and acceptance.

i JA\

The programme featured a se-
ries of sensory and educational
activities tailored to different
learning and cognitive needs.
Bank employees volunteered in
hands-on sessions, including a

group colouring activity of the
Bahraini flag and awareness sta-
tions focused on personal safety,
designed to support children’s
mental well-being and build
self-confidence.

\

The initiative forms part of
Bahrain Islamic Bank’s corpo-
rate social responsibility strate-
gy, which focuses on innovative
community engagement through
its “Jood” volunteer team.

New Millennium
School Celebrates
Outstanding
Performance in
JEE Main 2026

>

e
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Krish Das - 97.08 percentile

—_—

%/

Diya Vivek - 93.1 percentile

Anushka Jaydip Tayde - 90.77
percentile

TDT | Manama

New Millennium School
proudly announces its
students’ exceptional per-
formance in the Joint En-
trance Examination (JEE)
Main 2026 - Session 2, one
of the most competitive en-
gineering entrance exam-
inations conducted by the
National Testing Agency,
Government of India.
Principal Dr Arun Kuumar
Sharma expressed immense
pride in the students’ achieve-
ments, stating that the out-
standingresults are a testament
to the hard work, discipline,
and commitment of students.
He congratulated the
achievers and appreciated
the relentless efforts of the
teachers and the support
of parents in guiding the
students towards success.”
Chairman Dr Ravi Pillai
and Managing Director Mrs
Geetha Pillai extended their
heartfelt congratulations to
the students, faculty, and par-
ents for this remarkable ac-
complishment and also stat-
ed that the school remains
committed to fostering future
leaders and innovators.
New Millennium School
continues to uphold its tra-
dition of academic excel-
lence by preparing students
not only for board examina-
tions but also for compet-
itive global opportunities.
The school looks forward
to many more such achieve-
ments in the future.
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No Court Challenges

MPs approve decree placing citizenship decisions beyond court review

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

Ps approved a decree-law
Mclassifying nationality deci-
sions as sovereign acts, effective-
ly placing them beyond judicial
review.

Decree-Law No. 13 of 2024
amends Article 7 of the Judi-
cial Authority Law so that na-
tionality matters fall outside
the courts’ jurisdiction. It also
repeals provisions of the 1963
Bahraini Nationality Law that
previously allowed related legal
challenges.

Justice, Islamic Affairs
and Waqf Minister Nawaf Al

Maawda told lawmakers the
legislation was introduced in a
specific 2024 context and its dis-
cussion at this stage completed
the legal process.

He said nationality decisions
were sovereign in nature and
linked to national security and

Nationality matters are not punishments in the

legal sense. They are sovereign decisions taken by

the state based on higher considerations
H.E. NAWAF AL MAAWDA, MINISTER OF JUSTICE, ISLAMIC AFFAIRS AND WAQF

higher state interests, stressing
they were administrative deci-
sions rather than legal penalties.

“Nationality matters are not
punishments in the legal sense,”
he said, adding that many coun-
tries allow governments dis-
cretion over granting or with-

drawing citizenship.

During the debate, some MPs
backed the move, describing na-
tionality as a matter of loyalty
and national belonging, particu-
larly concerning security.

MP Mohammed Al Ma’arfi
said nationality was a sensitive

Jameel Mulla Hassan, MP

sovereign issue directly tied
to state stability and security,
noting that existing law already
provides grounds for revocation
in cases involving threats to na-
tional security.

Mohammed Al Ma’arfi, MP

The approval marks a shift
reinforcing executive author-
ity over nationality decisions,
offering no judicial avenue for
challenge under the amended
framework.

Tightens company
liability rules

TDT | Manama

arliament has approved

major amendments to the
Commercial Companies Law,
introducing stricter account-
ability for company managers
and expanding digital business
practices, as the kingdom moves
to strengthen its regulatory
framework ahead of an inter-
national review.

The changes were passed on
Tuesday through Decree-Law
No. 38 of 2025, following ap-
proval from the Financial and
Economic Affairs Committee.

The government said the
reforms aim to modernise
company legislation, enhance
transparency, and close legal
loopholes in preparation for
Bahrain’s evaluation by the
Financial Action Task Force
(FATF) in March 2026.

Industry and Commerce
Minister, His Excellency Ab-
dulla bin Adel Fakhro, said the

H.E. Abdulla Fakhro, Minister of
Industry and Commerce

amendments respond to rapid
economic and technological de-
velopments and are designed to
make Bahrain’s business envi-
ronment more competitive and
investor-friendly.

A key provision expands
liability under Article 18 to
include individuals who ef-
fectively manage companies,
even without holding official
positions.

Those involved in gross neg-
ligence, misconduct, or legal vi-

Ahmed Al Salloom, MP

olations may now face personal
or joint liability.

Meetings

The law also allows compa-
nies to hold general meetings
and voting sessions electroni-
cally, provided identity verifica-
tion and proper documentation
are ensured.

Additional reforms per-
mit the establishment of sin-
gle-shareholder closed joint-

KNOW WHAT

Reforms allow
single-shareholder
closed joint-stock
companies and give
partners 90 days

to decide business
continuity after major
changes.

stock companies and extend
the period to 90 working days
for partners to decide the fu-
ture of a business following
major structural changes such
as death, insolvency, or with-
drawal.

MP calls for review after 6,640 power cuts

TDT | Manama

Parliamnet memeber has

urged a review of electric-
ity disconnection policies after
6,640 Bahraini residential ac-
counts were cut off for non-pay-
ment, according to figures pre-
sented to Parliament.

MP Hassan Ebrahim said the
data, provided in a written re-
sponse by the Electricity and
Water Affairs Ministry, showed
a wider issue in how overdue
bills are handled before supply
is disconnected.

According to the ministry,
15,554 electricity accounts
across all categories were dis-
connected between November
2025 and February 2026 due to
unpaid bills.

The MP also questioned the
effectiveness of current warning
systems and payment arrange-
ments, noting that the author-
ity issues up to six notices and
allows 53 days before discon-
nection.

Overdue electricity
and water bills
have reached
BD84.01 million

H.E. YASSER HUMAIDAN, MINISTER OF ELEC-
TRICITY AND WATER AFFAIRS

\Despite this, arrears and dis-
connections remain high, he
said.

According to ministry fig-
ures, overdue electricity and
water bills totalled BD84.01 mil-
lion, with Bahraini households

The total number of
disconnections across
all categories is high
enough to require a full
policy review

HASSAN EBRAHIM, MP

accounting for a significant
share.

The ministry said electricity
production, transmission and
distribution cost BD550.8 mil-
lion in 2024, with government
support covering around 32 per

BETTER

YOU
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Electricity generation,
transmission, and
distribution cost
BD550.8 million

in 2024, with the
government covering
about 32% of the
total.

cent of the total cost.

MP Ebrahim called for faster
rollout of energy-saving ini-
tiatives and renewable ener-
gy programmes, particularly
ahead of peak summer de-
mand.

inmate

MPs back
Bahrain-Pakistan

agreement

transfer

Ahmed Qarata, Parliament’s
Second Deputy Speaker

TDT | Manama

new legal framework

will allow Bahrainis
and Pakistanis convicted
in each other’s countries to
serve their prison sentences
in their home nations, fol-
lowing the ratification of
a prisoner transfer agree-
ment between Bahrain and
Pakistan.

The agreement, linked to
Decree No. 19 of 2026, sets
out procedures for trans-
ferring sentenced individ-
uals to complete custodial
terms closer to their fami-
lies, while ensuring contin-
ued enforcement of judicial
rulings.

The Ministry of Justice,
Islamic Affairs and Waqf
said the arrangement es-
tablishes a structured legal
pathway that supports re-
habilitation and reintegra-
tion into society, without
requiring amendments to
existing Bahraini legisla-
tion.

It added that the receiv-
ing country will bear most
enforcement costs.

The National Institution
for Human Rights (NIHR)
expressed support for the
measure, saying it is con-
sistent with constitutional
principles and Bahrain’s in-
ternational human rights
commitments.

Lawmakers described the
agreement as a step with
both humanitarian and
practical benefits, noting
that it eases the burden on

inmates and families while

\_

Mohammed Salman
Al Ahmed, MP

helping reduce enforcement
costs.

At the same time, MPs
called for broader judicial
cooperation frameworks,
including extradition trea-
ties and mechanisms for en-
forcing court rulings across
borders, particularly with
countries hosting large ex-
patriate communities in
Bahrain.

The draft aligns
with constitutional
principles

and Bahrain’s
international human
rights obligations

NATIONAL INSTITUTION
FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

The agreement comprises
22 articles and allows trans-
fer requests to be submitted
by the convicted person or
a representative, subject to
conditions including final
sentencing, consent, and na-
tionality requirements.

It also stipulates that
transfers must not affect the
national security or legal in-
terests of either country.

Under the terms, sen-
tences will continue to be
enforced according to the
laws of the receiving coun-
try, while preserving their
legal effect. Once complet-
ed, the sentence is consid-
ered served in the country
where the conviction was
originally issued.

J
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Total CX signs USD 2 Million

exclusive partnership with DOO

To deliver Al-Driven customer experience solutions in Bahrain

Partnership expands
access to advanced
end-to-end CX solutions
for enterprises
across Bahrain

Manama
otal CX, aleading provid-
I er of customer experi-
ence and digital engage-
ment solutions in the Kingdom
of Bahrain and part of the Beyon
Group, has signed an exclusive
partnership agreement valued
at over USD 2 million with DOO,
a company specializing in arti-
ficial intelligence and customer
experience technologies. Under
the agreement, Total CX has
secured exclusive distribution
rights for DOO’s solutions in
Bahrain.

@ oc

Total CX Signs USD 2 Million
Exclusive Partnership with DOO
to Deliver Al-Driven Customer
Experience Solutions in Bahrain
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The partnership marks a sig-
nificant step in Total CX’s strat-
egy to expand its Al-powered
customer experience capabili-
ties, enabling enterprises across
the Kingdom of Bahrain to en-
hance operational resilience,
optimize customer engagement,
and ensure business continuity
in an increasingly dynamic en-
vironment.

Through this collaboration,
Total cX will introduce DOO’s
advanced customer experience
platform to the Bahraini mar-
ket, further strengthening its
position as an end-to-end CX
partner for enterprises across
Bahrain. Through its integrated
approach, Total CX enables or-
ganizations to manage customer
interactions seamlessly across
multiple digital channels, auto-
mate workflows, and improve
operational efficiency. Com-
bined with Total cX’s broader

service offering, enterprises can
benefit from a comprehensive
suite of solutions, including cul-
turally aware AI agents across
voice, text, and avatar formats,
contact center outsourcing
(inbound and outbound), cus-
tomer journey design and op-
timization, sentiment analysis,
and advanced CX analytics and
insights, all delivered through
a fully managed, scalable
model.

Aseel Mattar, Interim CEO
of Total CX, commented: “This
partnership represents a key
milestone in Total CX’s growth
journey. Through DOO’s AT-pow-
ered platform, we are enabling
organizations to strengthen
customer engagement, improve
operational agility, and build
more resilient business models.
Building on our experience in
delivering customer experience
solutions to leading organiza-

BAB convenes Annual General Assembly

Manama

he Bahrain Association of

Banks (BAB) held its ordi-
nary Annual General Assembly
meeting via video conference
chaired by Mr. Yaser Alsharifi,
Chairman of the Board, in the
presence of association mem-
bers representing banks and fi-
nancial institutions.

During the meeting, the As-
sembly approved the annual
report and the audited finan-
cial statements for the financial
year ended 31 December 2025
and approved the appointment
of the external auditor for the
year 2026. The members have
reaffirmed their support for
the Association’s Board of Di-
rectors in its efforts to achieve
the Association’s objectives of
representing institutions in the
financial and banking sector and
supporting national efforts to
advance the sector.

During the meeting, Mr. Al-
sharifi presented the Board’s
report, highlighting the Associ-
ation’s key milestones over the
past year, and stated that 2025
was a year of prioritizing objec-
tives & delivering results for the
Association.

Following the appointment of
anew Board at the end of 2024,
focus was placed on strengthen-
ing the foundations that under-
pin BAB’s value proposition as

Yaser Abbas

the unified platform represent-
ing Bahrain’s financial sector,
including clarity of role, sound
governance, and disciplined en-
gagement, reflecting the needs
of a diverse and evolving sector.

As part of this agenda, BAB
reviewed its strategic direction
and implemented several struc-
tural enhancements. These in-
cluded the appointment of anew
management team, the enhance-
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ment of the governance frame-
work, and the reconstitution of
specialised committees aligned
with sector priorities. Togeth-
er, these changes established a
more coherent structure that
strengthened accountability, co-
ordination, and committee-led
engagement across the Associ-
ation’s workstreams.

He added “The Association
will continue to operate in line
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with the directives of the Cen-
tral Bank of Bahrain while sup-
porting its members in keeping
pace with changing priorities
across financial services” The
Chairman also highlighted the
central role played by the spe-
cialized committees in present-
ing the sector’s views on stra-
tegic issues, including financial
market infrastructure, payment
systems, Sharia standards, work-
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force practices and consumer
transparency.

At the international level, the
Association had also strength-
ened its collaboration with peer
institutions and global plat-
forms, contributing to knowl-
edge and expertise exchange
and highlighting the leadership
of Bahrain’s financial sector in
international forums.

Google breaks ground on Indian AI megahub

AFP | Bengaluru, India

ech giant Google yester-
day marked the ceremoni-
al start of work on its largest
artificial intelligence hub out-
side of the United States with
a groundbreaking ceremony in
India.
The firm promised in Octo-

ber 2025 to spend $15 billion
over five years to construct
the vast centre in Visakhapa-
tnam, a southeastern port in
Andhra Pradesh state of around
two million people, popularly
known as “Vizag”.

“Today marks the first con-
crete milestone in Google’s

largest commitment to India’s
digital future,” Bikash Koley,
Google’s Vice President for
Global Infrastructure, told the
ceremony.

“This project represents a $15
billion blueprint to deliver a full
stack AT ecosystem,” he added.

“At its core is our gigawatt

scale data centre campus, pur-
pose built for the immense com-
putational demand of the Al era,
powering services like Gemini
and Google Search.”

“By establishing Vizag as an
international subsea gateway,
we will add vital diversity from
the existing landings, in Mum-

bai and Chennai, increasing
the resilience of India’s digital
backbone and improving eco-
nomic security,” Nara Lokesh,
information technology min-
ister for Andhra Pradesh state,
said. “This is a pivotal moment
for India, Vizag, and for Goog-
le;” Koley added.

tions, we are well positioned
to extend these new capabil-
ities to a broader enterprise
market.”

From his end, Ali Mohsen,
Co-Founder and CEO of DOO,
said: “We are proud to part-
ner with Total CX in this stra-
tegic collaboration, which
marks an important step in
expanding our presence in
the region. We believe that A1
has become a critical enabler
of business continuity, helping
organizations deliver more ef-
ficient and resilient customer
experiences.”

This agreement reflects a
shared commitment by Total
CcX and DOO to support digital
transformation in Bahrain by
equipping organizations with
innovative, future-ready tech-
nologies that address both cur-
rent challenges and long-term
growth objectives.

Germany
to

introduce
sugar tax:

draft bill

AFP | Berlin, Germany

he German government

plans to introduce a
sugar tax as part of meas-
ures to address its growing
budget deficit in the coming
years, according to a draft
bill seen by AFP yesterday.

Under the scheme, which
is expected to be included in
the 2027 budget, consum-
ers of sweet drinks like Co-
ca-Cola could be expected
to cough up for the public
purse.

Some manufacturers
of sodas and other sweet
drinks have responded to
similar taxes in other coun-
tries by reducing sugar con-
tent and ramping up artifi-
cial sweeteners.

Berlin plans to borrow 110
billion euros ($128 billion)
in 2027 for its core budget,
compared with 98 billion
this year and 66.9 billion
in 2025, according to new
budget projections.

YOU

KNOW WHAT

Sugar taxes have
been shown to cut
sugar in soft drinks
by over 20% in some
countries, as compa-
nies reformulate to

avoid higher taxes.
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Subscription opens in 45th issue of government
development bond through Bahrain Bourse

BHD 200 Million size with a return of 6.25%

Manama

ahrain Bourse (BHB)
announced that as of

Wednesday, 29th of April =

2026, and according to the invi-
tation announced by the Central
Bank of Bahrain (CBB), Bahraini
and Non-Bahraini investors can
directly subscribe through the
primary market of BHB in the
Government Development Bond

has been issued by the CBB on

Issue 45 (BHD 200 million) that behalf of the Government of

Bahrain by executing their or-
ders through registered brokers
at Bahrain Bourse. Thereafter,
investors will be able to trade
the Bond on the secondary mar-
ket at BHB once listed, which
is expected to be on 19th May
2026.

Bahrain Bourse specified that
the subscription period through
the registered brokers is effec-
tive on Wednesday, 29th of April
2026 until Thursday, 30th of

April 2026. The subscription
will be open on Wednesday from
9:30 am until 1:00 pm and on
Thursday from 9:30 am until
11:00 am. The minimum sub-
scription size is 500 bond per
subscriber.

The BHD 200 million Bond
issued at a par value of BHD 1
each on the 5th of May 2026 for
a period of 3 years maturing on
the 5th of May 2029. The annual
fixed return on these securities

500

The minimum
subscription size is 500
bonds per subscriber

is 6.25%, and will be paid bi-an-
nually on 5th of May and 5th of
November every year through-
out the period of this issue, com-
mencing on 5th of November
2026 up to and including the
Maturity Date.

The Central Bank of Bahrain
issued the Government Devel-
opment Bond on behalf of the
Government of Bahrain. The
Government of Bahrain directly
guarantees the Bond securities.

NBB offers second opportunity to
henefit from instalment deferral

Submit requests
seamlessly through
the digital platform
available on the Bank’s
website, without the
need to visit a branch

@ Available to eligible
customers who did
not apply previously,
through the Bank’s
dedicated digital
portal from 1 May

to 10 May 2026

Manama

he National Bank of
I Bahrain (NBB) has an-

nounced the reopening

Apply via Innovative Digital Platform

opening applications for

. insl:.a.lment deferment]

e

P

of its instalment deferral ap-
plications for retail customers,
providing another opportunity
for customers who were unable
to apply during the initial phase
to benefit from the initiative.
The option will be available
exclusively to eligible custom-
ers who did not apply previ-
ously, through the Bank’s dedi-
cated digital portal from 1 May
to 10 May 2026. This will allow
them to defer their Personal and
Mortgage Finance instalments
for a period of three months,
from May to July, including in-
terest and insurance charges
applied to the deferred instal-
ments, with no additional fees.
Customers can submit their
requests seamlessly through
the digital platform available on
the Bank’s website, without the
need to visit abranch, reflecting
NBB’s continued focus on de-

As some clients may not
have had the opportunity
to benefit from this
initiative earlier, we have
reopened the instalment
deferral applications
to continue supporting
their evolving needs and
expectations.”

SUBAH ABDULLATIF AL ZAYANI, CHIEF
EXECUTIVE - RETAIL BANKING AT NBB

livering simple and accessible
solutions.

Commenting on the an-
nouncement, Subah Abdullatif
Al Zayani, Chief Executive -

Retail Banking at NBB, said, “As
some clients may not have had
the opportunity to benefit from
this initiative earlier, we have
reopened the instalment de-
ferral applications to continue
supporting their evolving needs
and expectations.”

Ahead of that, NBB’s credit
card skip payment option re-
mains available through the
digital platform on the Bank’s
website until 30th April 2026,
offering customers further
convenience and flexibility in
managing their financial com-
mitments.

As a national institu-
tion, NBB remains commit-
ted to helping safeguard fi-
nancial stability across the
Kingdom.

For more information, please
visit nbbonline.com, call 1721
4433, or visit any NBB branch.

Crude back above $110 on Strait stalemate fears

Oil prices rallied,
with Brent crude for
June deliveryrising
2.7% to $111.19a barrel

AFP | London, United Kingdom

Oil prices jumped yesterday,
climbing back above $110
per barrel, amid a lack of pro-
gress in re-opening the key Strait
of Hormuz.

Meanwhile, tech stocks took
a hit and investors turned their
attention to corporate earnings
and the outlook for interest
rates.

Efforts to end the Middle East
war appeared at a standstill on
Tuesday, with the United States
considering Tehran’s latest offer
to unblock the strait, and Iran
saying Washington could no
longer dictate terms.

Iran has blockaded the water-
way -- a vital conduit for oil and
gas shipments -- since the start
of the US-Israeli offensive two

Key figures at 1530 GMT

New York - Dow: 0.1% at 49,221.82 points
New York - S&P 500: Vv 0.7% at 7,121.08

Nasdaq Composite: v 1.4% at 24,549.10
London - FTSE 100: 0.1% at 10,332.79 (close)
Paris - CAC 40: v 0.5% at 8,104.09 (close)

Frankfurt - DAX:

v 0.3% at 24,293.56 (close)

Tokyo - Nikkei 225:

v 1.0% at 59,917.46 (close)

Hang Seng Index:

v 1.0% at 25,679.78 (close)

Shanghai - Composite: v 0.2% at 4,078.64 (close)
Euro/dollar: v at $1.1712 from $1.1722 on Monday
Pound/dollar: v at $1.3509 from $1.3534
Dollar/yen: at 159.59 yen from 159.39 yen
Euro/pound: at 86.70 pence from 86.61 pence

months ago, sending shockwaves
through the global economy.

CNN, however, reported that
US President Donald Trump was
unlikely to accept Iran’s propos-
al to restore traffic in the strait,
as Qatar warned of the possibil-
ity of a “frozen conflict” if a de-
finitive resolution is not found.

Oil prices rallied, with Brent
crude for June delivery rising
2.7% to $111.19 a barrel.

The benchmark US contract,
WTI for June delivery, rose 3.4%
to $99.68 per barrel.

Hopes for a deal had been ris-
ing going into last weekend but
Trump dashed them on Satur-
day by scrapping a planned trip
by his envoys Steve Witkoff and
Jared Kushner to Islamabad.

“Right now, the market is not
optimistic about the chance of
a deal to reopen the Strait due

to Iran’s request to push discus-
sions about nuclear disarma-
ment into the future,” said Kath-
leen Brooks, research director at
XTB trading platform.

Meanwhile, the United Arab
Emirates announced it will with-
draw from the OPEC and OPEC+
oil cartels on May 1, calling it a
strategic decision by the major
producer.

Rystad Energy analyst Jorge
Leon said the UAE’s move is sig-
nificant as, alongside Saudi Ara-
bia, it is one of the few nations
with significant spare produc-
tion capacity.

“While near-term effects may
be muted given ongoing disrup-
tions in the Strait of Hormuz,
the longer-term implication is a
structurally weaker OPEC” and
potentially more market vola-

tility.
Al concerns

The tech-heavy Nasdaq Com-
posite fell 1.4%, with shares in
companies linked to OpenAT hit
by a report in the Wall Street
Journal that the ChatGPT maker

had missed targets on the num-
ber of users and revenue.

Shares in Oracle, which is
building massive data centre
capacity for Open Al, fell more
than four%.

XTB’s Brooks said that if Open
Al struggles to meet sales targets,
it may be forced to spend on data
centres needed to expand the
use of AL

“This news may threaten the
Al investment theme that has
driven US stock markets to re-
cord highs,” she warned.

The news also means that AT
spending by tech giants Amazon,
Google, Meta and Microsoft will
come under even closer scrutiny
when they report results later
this week.

Europe’s main equity markets
ended mostly lower.

Stock markets mostly fell in
Asia, under further pressure
after the Bank of Japan sharp-
ly raised its inflation forecasts
for the current year and halved
its growth projections owing to
surging oil prices while leaving
its key interest rate unchanged.

“This triggered profit-taking,.
A similar picture could emerge
at the meetings of the Us Federal
Reserve and the European Cen-
tral Bank,” said analyst Andreas
Lipkow at CMC Markets.

The US Federal Reserve be-
gins a two-day meeting Tuesday
amid the same growing infla-
tionary concerns over the surge
in energy costs.

The European Central Bank
meets Thursday.

YOU
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Nearly one in every
five barrels of oil
traded globally passes
through the Strait of
Hormuz.
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Iran steel
export ban

I ran has banned the export
of steel products, Irani-
an media reported customs
authorities as saying, af-
ter airstrikes targeted the
country’s steel industry in
the war with Israel and the
United States.

The Fars news agency re-
ported a directive from the
Islamic republic’s customs
authorities "regarding the
prohibition of the export”
of steel products, effective
from April 26.

Israeli
Warnlng

srael’s military

warned residents
of more than a dozen
villages and towns in
southern Lebanon to
immediately evacuate
and head northwards,
saying Hezbollah’s “vi-
olation of the ceasefire”
was compelling it to act.

LNG passes
Hormuz

ship fully loaded with

liquefied natural gas
(LNG) has passed through
the Strait of Hormuz for the
first time since the Middle
East war virtually closed
the route in early March,
marine tracking firm Kpler
said.

The LNG carrier Mubaraz,
operated by the Emirati na-
tional oil company Adnoc,
left the Gulf sometime in
April with 132,890 cubic
metres of LNG on board,
having loaded at Das Island
in the United Arab Emirates
on March 2, according to
Kpler data analysed by AFP.

Four dead in
Lebanon

ebanon’s health

ministry said
Israeli strikes
on the coun-
try’s south
on Mon-
day killed
four peo-
ple in-
cluding
a wom-
an and
wounded 51
others, three
of them chil-
dren, despite
a ceasefire
between Israel
and Hezbollah. X
Italy PM says
priority to
control rising
prices

Rome, Italy

talian Prime Minister

Giorgia Meloni on Tues-
day said her current pri-
ority was to restrain infla-
tionary pressures on prices,
especially energy, given the
impact from the Us-Israeli
war against Iran.
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Israel says has no territorial
ambitions’ in Lebanon

AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Israel yesterday said it was
not seeking to take territory
in Lebanon, as its military is-
sued a wave of new evacuation
warnings for towns and villag-
es in the battle-scarred south.

"Israel has no territorial
ambitions in Lebanon. Our
presence... serves one pur-
pose: protecting our citizens,”
Foreign Minister Gideon Saar
told a news conference.

"No country would be will-
ing to live in such a way with
a gun pointed to its head,” he
said as the military pressed its
operations in Lebanon against
Iran-backed Hezbollah.

Shortly after a ceasefire with
Hezbollah came into effect on
April 17, Israel declared a so-
called "Yellow Line” -- a strip
of Lebanese territory around
10 kilometres (six miles) deep

Israel usin

There, water denied

Children fetch
drinking water
at the Bureij
camp for
Palestinian
refugees in the
central Gaza
Strip
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along the border within which
Israeli troops are operating.

"In a reality where Hezbol-
lah and other terror organisa-
tions -- including Palestinian
terror groups -- are disman-
tled, Israel will have no need to
maintain its presence in these
areas,” he added.

Despite the ceasefire, Isra-
el and Hezbollah have both
engaged in fighting, trading
blame over violations of the
fragile truce.

Tuesday’s evacuation warn-
ing was aimed at residents in
more than a dozen villages and
towns, urging them to immedi-
ately head northwards.

"Out of concern for your
safety, you are required to
evacuate your homes imme-
diately and move... towards the
Sidon District,” the military’s
Arabic-language spokesman
Avichay Adraee wrote on X.
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QUOTE
OF THE
DAY

A woman flashes the V-sign as she rides in the back of a van laden with mattresses, as civilians flee their homes and head
north toward the Lebanese capital, hours after a military escalation that included Israeli airstrikes targeting the south

Thirst in Gaza

AFP | Geneva, Switzerland

sraeli authorities are sys-
Itematically depriving

people in Gaza of the wa-
ter they need to live, Doctors
Without Borders warned yes-
terday, decrying a campaign of
“collective punishment” against
Palestinians.

The extensive destruction of
civilian water infrastructure in
Gaza coupled with obstruction
of access constitutes “an inte-
gral part of Israel’s genocide”,
said the medical charity, which
goes by its French acronym
MSF.

In areport entitled “Water as
a Weapon”, MSF said the “en-
gineered scarcity” was occur-
ring alongside “direct killing

‘Engineered’ scarcity

he MSF report, which
was slammed by Israel,
pointed to data from the
United Nations, European
Union and World Bank in-
dicating that Israel had de-
stroyed or damaged nearly
90 percent of water and
sanitation infrastructure
in Gaza.

"Desalination plants,
boreholes, pipelines and
sewage systems have been
rendered inoperable or inacces-
sible,” it said.

The charity documented sev-
eral incidents where its clear-

of civilians, the devastation of
health facilities, (and) the de-
struction of homes”.

Together, this amounted to
“the deliberate infliction of de-
structive and inhumane condi-
tions of life on the Palestinian
population in Gaza”, warned
the report, based on testimonies
and data MSF collected in 2024
and 2025.

“Israeli authorities know that
without water, life ends,” MSF
emergency manager Claire San
Filippo said in a statement.

“Yet they have deliberately
and systematically obliterated
water infrastructure in Gaza,
whilst consistently blocking
water-related supplies from
entering.”

Last month, it provided more

than 5.3 million litres of water

each day, which meets the mini-
mum needs of more than 407,000
people, or a fifth of Gaza's pop-
ulation.

Perfect storm
MSF said a third of its requests

to bring in critical water

and sanitation supplies, includ-
ing water desalination units,
pumps, water tanks, insect repel-
lent, chlorine and other chem-
icals to treat water, had “been
rejected or left unanswered”.

San Filippo also cautioned that

the deprivation of water, “com-
bined with dire living conditions,

WHAT IS RIGHT IS NOT ALWAYS
POPULAR AND WHAT IS POPULAR
IS NOT ALWAYS RIGHT.

ALBERT EINSTEIN

5.3

Last month, MSF provided
more than 5.3 million litres
of water each day
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KNOW WHAT

Despite an October ceasefire
that largely halted the
Gaza war that began after
Hamas’s 2023 attack on
Israel, the territory remains
gripped by daily violence as
Israeli strikes continue and
both the Israeli military and
Hamas accuse each other of

breaking the truce.

extreme overcrowding, and a
collapsed health system, create
a perfect storm for the spread of
diseases”.

MSF called on Israel to “imme-
diately restore water for people
at the required levels in Gaza”.

It urged Israel’s allies to “use
their leverage to pressure Israel
to stop impeding humanitarian
access”.

ly identified water trucks and
boreholes had been shot at or
destroyed.

"Palestinians have been in-
jured and killed simply trying to
access water,” San Filippo said.

The charity said that besides
the local authorities, it was the
largest producer and main dis-
tributor of drinking water in
Gaza.
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1877

Jesse James’ gang robs a bank of
$1,500 in Columbia, Kentucky;,
killing bank employee Robert
A.C. Martin during the crime

1916

Irish republicans abandon
the post office in Dublin and
surrender unconditionally,

ending the Easter Rising

New pirate group behind
latest Somali hijacking

AFP | Mogadishu, Somalia

pirate attack off Somalia is

the work of a new group of
“opportunistic criminals”, se-
curity officials said on Tuesday,
complicating a threat that costs
the shipping industry billions
of dollars.

Piracy was rampant off the
coast of Somalia in the 2000s,
peaking in 2011 with hundreds
of attacks, but was significantly
reduced by international naval
deployments and new tactics
by commercial shipping,.

Yet the past week has seen oil
tanker HONOUR 25 and cement
carrier SWARD hijacked in the

first major incidents in months.

The SWARD seizure was the
work of a group operating from
the port town of Garacad in
Puntland state of northeastern
Somalia, a Puntland security
official told AFP.

That s further south than the
usual piracy hotbed focused on
a cluster of three coastal towns
-- Hafun, Bander Beyla and Eyl
-- which is where the HONOUR
25 oil tanker has been taken.

The new group is mostly
formed of “rural youth” from
an area “awash with weapons”,
motivated by poverty, and an-
ger over illegal fishing by ships
from China, Yemen, Iran and

- ' ¢ . 7 ‘ . g Ees " i
The aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln (L), the air-defense destroyer HMS Defender and the guided-missile destroyér

beyond.“Nearly everyone in
this region is poor and nearly
everyone is armed. Illegal fish-
ing, especially from the trawl-
ers, is making things worse,”
the official told AFP.“If they
are not countered, they will
evolve into en-
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tities like those at war with
the government,” he said, re-
ferring to Islamist groups like
Al-Shabaab and the Islamic
State that have been fighting
Somalia’s federal government
for years.
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Trump had signaled at Monday’s meeting that he was reluctant to take Hor-
muz off the table

CNN reported
that US President
Donald Trump was
unlikely to accept Iran’s
proposal to restore
traffic in the strait

® Trump met with
top security advisors
on Monday to discuss
the Iranian proposal

AFP | Washington, United States

fforts to end the Middle
EEast war appeared at a

standstill on Tuesday,
with the US considering Teh-
ran’s latest offer to unblock the
Strait of Hormuz, and Iran say-
ing Washington could no longer
dictate terms.

CNN reported that US Pres-
ident Donald Trump was un-
likely to accept Iran’s proposal
to restore traffic in the strait.

While a ceasefire has halted
the fighting, diplomacy aimed

Qatar: no ‘frozen conflict’

atar cautioned against
che possibility of a “fro-
zen conflict” in the Gulf, as
talks between the United
States and Iran for a peace
deal appeared at an impasse.
“We do not want to see a
return to hostilities in the re-

gion anytime soon, we do not
want to see a frozen conflict
that ends up being thawed
every time there is a political
reason,” Qatar’s foreign min-
istry spokesman Majed al-An-
sari said at a press conference.

Tehran said it would need guarantees that Washington and
Israel would not attack again if it was to offer security assur-
ances for the Gulf, Iran’s envoy to the UN said.

at permanently ending the war
has proven inconclusive.

“We are very keen to see an
end to this war that is sustaina-
ble,” Ansari added.

Trump met with top security
advisors on Monday to discuss
the Iranian proposal after Teh-
ran passed “written messag-
es” to Washington via Pakistan
spelling out its red lines, includ-
ing on nuclear issues and Hor-
muz, Iran’s Fars news agency

reported.

The proposal was “being dis-
cussed,” spokeswoman Karo-
line Leavitt told a White House
briefing,.

The plan would reportedly
see Tehran ease its chokehold
on the strait and Washington
lift its retaliatory blockade on
Iranian ports while broader
negotiations continue, includ-
ing over the thorny question of
Iran’s nuclear program.

But CNN, citing two sources
familiar with the matter, said
Trump had signaled at Mon-
day’s meeting that he was re-
luctant to take Hormuz off the
table without resolving the nu-
clear question, though it was
unclear what his next steps
would be.

Iranian defence ministry
spokesman Reza Talaei-Nik
said: “The United States is no
longer in a position to dictate
its policy to independent na-
tions,” he said, according to
state TV.

Asked about Iran’s propos-
al, US Secretary of State Marco
Rubio told Fox News “it’s bet-
ter than what we thought they
were going to submit,” but ques-
tioned whether it was genuine.

“They’re very good negoti-
ators,” he said, “and we have
to ensure that any deal that is
made, any agreement that is
made, is one that definitively
prevents them from sprinting
towards a nuclear weapon at
any point.”

Trump has said that if Iran
wants talks, “they can call us.”

1975 1990

US begins to evacuate its citizens from Saigon Wrecking cranes
in Operation Frequent Wind in response to begin tearing down
advancing North Vietnamese forces, bringing the Berlin Wall at the
an end to US involvement in the Vietnam War Brandenburg Gate

of Hormuz

India and Bahrain have
identical positions on
the Strait of Hormuz

KINGDOM OF BAHRAIN

I ——
H.E. MR. VINOD K JACOB, AMBASSADOR OF INDIA TO THE

o n

situation in West Asia in a speech at the Lok Sabha or

I ndian Prime Minister, Mr. Narendra Modi addressed the

House of the People on 23 March 2026. One of the main
highlights of this speech was the emphatic assertion that attacks

on commercial ships and
obstruction of interna-
tional waterways like
the Strait of Hormuz are
wholly unacceptable. He
stressed that large quan-
tities of crude oil, gas, fer-
tilizers, and other essen-
tials reach India through
the Strait of Hormuz.
Unfortunately, shipping
through the Strait has be-
come highly challenging
since the war began on 28
February.

It is worth recalling
that Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi had a very
fruitful discussion with
His Majesty King Ham-
ad Bin Isa Al Khalifa on
the occasion of Eid al-
Fitr on 20 March. Prime
Minister condemned the
attacks on the energy and
civilian infrastructure in
the region. This was hav-
ing an adverse impact on
global food, fuel and fer-
tilizer security. He also
reiterated the impor-
tance of ensuring free-
dom of navigation and
keeping shipping lines
open and secure.

Energy is the backbone
of the modern economy.
The GCC region is a major
source for global energy
needs, making the cur-
rent crisis a challenge for
economies worldwide.
India’s stand has been
clear from the very be-
ginning of the war. We
have been expressing

India’s stand
has been clear
from the very

beginning of the
war. We have
been expressing
deep concern,
advocating de-
escalation, and
opposing attacks
on civilians

and on energy
and transport
infrastructure.
India was among

the large list of co-

sponsors of UN
Security Council
Resolution 2817
which was led by
the Kingdom of
Bahrain.

deep concern, advocating de-escalation, and opposing attacks
on civilians and on energy and transport infrastructure. India
was among the large list of co-sponsors of UN Security Council
Resolution 2817 which was led by the Kingdom of Bahrain. Most
recently, on 27 April 2026, India supported the Joint Statement
on Maritime Security presented by the Kingdom of Bahrain at
the UN Security Council.

India has also advocated that dialogue and diplomacy remain
the only path to resolution. Our efforts are to encourage all
parties to reach a peaceful resolution as soon as possible.

(The author is the Ambassador of India to the Kingdom of Bahrain since
August 2023. Views expressed are personal.)

French FM says Iran must make

‘major concessions’ to end crisis

United Nations, United
States

major concessions and a radi-
cal shiftin its stance,” Foreign
Minister Jean-Noel Barrot
told the UN Security Council.
Barrot said that Iran must
show a way “to peaceful co-
existence within its region
and for the Iranian people to
be able to build freely their
own future,” months after the
cleric-run state ruthlessly re-
pressed mass protests.

rance said Monday that
Iran must be ready to
make “major concessions” to
end a crisis, as countries piled
pressure on Tehran at a UN
session on its control of the
key Strait of Hormuz.
“There can be no lasting
solution to this crisis unless
the Iranian regime agrees to
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Israel said
that Kyiv had not
provided evidence to
support its claims

AFP | Kyiv, Ukraine

kraine and Israel were
yesterday locked in a
diplomatic row over al-

legations Israel had accepted |

shipments of grain which Kyiv
said Russia had "stolen” from
parts of occupied Ukraine.

One of the world’s largest
grain producers, Ukraine has
repeatedly accused Russia of
illegally exporting agricultur-
al products from territory that
Moscow has captured since it
invaded in February 2022.

"Another vessel carrying such
grain has arrived at a port in Is-
rael and is preparing to unload,”
Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky wrote in a statement
on social media.

WOrld

Ukraine, Israel in spat over
'stolen’ grain shipments

Representative image. (Courtesy of united24)

"The Israeli authorities can-
not be unaware of which ships
are arriving at the country’s
ports and what cargo they are
carrying,” he added.

Israel said that Kyiv had not
provided evidence to support its
claims and rejected that the ship
had arrived at the port of Haifa.

"The Ukrainian government
has not submitted a request for
legal assistance... nor has the
Ukrainian government provided

evidence for its claims,” Israeli
Foreign Minister Gideon Saar
said at a news conference in
response to a question.

"The vessel has not entered
the port and is yet to submit its
documents,” he said.

"It’s not possible to verify the
truth of the Ukrainian claims re-
garding the forgery of the bill of
lading,” Saar added, referring to
a document showing the details
of products being transported.

Ukraine alleges Russia
stole more than two
million tonnes of grain
from occupied territory in
2025.

Hitting out at Ukraine for
conducting what he called
"Twitter diplomacy”, Saar
said to Ukraine: "If you have
any evidence of theft, submit
it through the appropriate
channels.”

Ukraine alleges Russia stole
more than two million tonnes
of grain from occupied territory
in 2025.

It said it had tracked ship-
ments to Africa, Asia, the Mid-
dle East and Europe.

Kyiv summoned Israel’s am-
bassador on Tuesday to protest

over the alleged shipments.

Indian billionaire’s son offers home for Escobar’s hippos

Anant Ambani, the
son of tycoon Mukesh
Ambani, said he had
formally requested the
Colombian government

to stay a decision to
kill the animals

AFP | New Delhi, India

A. n Indian billionaire’s son 2 0 0
offered yesterday to take - o

hippos descended from
those introduced to Co-
lombia by drug king-
pin Pablo Escobar, &
rather than have
the animals killed.

Anant Ambani,
the son of tycoon
Mukesh Amba-
ni, said he had
formally request-
ed the Colombian
government to stay
a decision to kill the
animals, which have
wreaked havoc on riv-
ers in the South Amer-
ican nation.

Instead, he has asked

to allow the “safe, scientifical-
ly-led translocation that would
bring the 80 animals to a per-
manent home” at his Vantara
animal centre.

The vast zoo in India’s west-
ern state of Gujarat bills itself
as the “one of the world’s larg-
est wildlife rescue, care and
conservation centres”.

Vantara is already home to
hundreds of elephants, as well
as 50 bears, 160 tigers,

lions, 250 leopards and
900 crocodiles, among
other animals, accord-
ing to India’s Central Zoo
Authority.

Experts have repeatedly
sounded the alarm on Van-
tara’s massive animal intake,
including the import of crit-
ically endangered and rare
species.

Escobar brought hippos --

which are native

: " only to Africa and

can weigh up to

I several tonnes --
to Colombia in
the 1980s.
» After
t Esco-

bar’s
death,
hippos
from his
private zoo made a new
life in the lush river

9. banks of the Colom-
bia’s Magdalena

River -- where
they have

attacked
fishermen,
prompting
moves to

cull them.

Anant Ambani, son of the
billionaire head of the multi-
national conglomerate Reli-
ance Industries, said he had
submitted a detailed plan to
give the animals a new home at
Vantara.

The animal centre is sited
alongside the Reliance Jamna-
gar Refinery Complex, which
the conglomerate says is the
world’s largest crude oil re-
finery.

Summers there can get ex-
tremely hot, with temperatures
soaring above 40C.

Ambani’s proposal sets out
a veterinary-led capture and
transport, as well as the cre-
ation of a “purpose-designed
naturalistic setting” for the
hippos, according to a state-
ment.

“Vantara has the expertise,
infrastructure and resolve to
support this effort, entirely on
Colombia’s terms,” the state-
ment said.

“These 80 hippos did not
choose where they were born,
nor did they create the circum-
stances they now face,” Ambani

added.

‘Unique’ 16th century wreck found off Sweden

AFP | Stockholm, Sweden

16th century shipwreck
providing “unique histor-
ical and archaeological infor-
mation” has been discovered
off Sweden’s southeastern coast,
officials announced on Tuesday.

The ship, which has yet to be
identified, is believed to have
been built in the late 1500s,
which would make it older than
Sweden’s iconic 17th-century
warship “Vasa” on display in
Stockholm after being salvaged
in the 1960s.

A navy vessel found the wreck
during a military exercise in late
2025 in Kalmar Strait, located
between Sweden’s southeastern
mainland and the Baltic Sea is-
land of Oland.

“After dendrochronological

e
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Picture for representation only. (Courtesy of ALL THINGS NORDIC)

analysis of part of the wreck,
results indicate that the ship
was built in the late 1500s,” the
County Administrative Board in
Kalmar said in a statement, re-
ferring to the scientific method
of dating wood and trees.

The waters of Sweden hold
thousands of remarkably well-
preserved shipwrecks, thanks to the
cold, low-salinity conditions of the
Baltic Sea, which slow down decay
and protect wooden vessels.

Israeli army says finds huge Hezbollah
tunnel network in south Lebanon

AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

he Israeli military said on

Tuesday it had discovered

a large Hezbollah tunnel net-

work used by elite fighters in

south Lebanon, near Israel’s
northern border.

Troops found “two Hez-

bollah terror tunnels, con-
structed over approximately
a decade” that stretched two
kilometres (more than one
mile) with shafts “connecting
to positions with launchers
directed toward Israeli ter-
ritory”, an army statement
said.

US forces board ship suspected
of heading to Iran port

AFP | Washington, United
States

S Marines on Tuesday
Uboarded a commercial ship
in the Arabian Sea that was
suspected of trying to violate
the American blockade of Ira-
nian ports, the US military said.

The M/V Blue Star I1I was
released by US forces "af-

ter conducting a search and
confirming the ship’s voyage
would not include an Iranian
port call,” Central Command,
which is responsible for Amer-
ican forces in the Middle East,
said in a post on X.

"So far, 39 vessels have been
redirected to ensure compli-
ance” with the blockade, the
military command added.

US authorities capture alleged
Guatemalan drug kingpin

AFP | Guatemala
City, Guatemala

S authorities de-
Utained a suspect-
ed Guatemalan drug
kingpin with a $10
million bounty on
his head, the Central Ameri-
can nation’s US embassy an-
nounced.

Eugenio Molina-Lopez is
accused of heading up a gang
called Los Huistas, which al-
legedly trafficked Us-bound
cocaine from South America
to Mexican cartels.

He was arrested in San Die-

go, California, the US
Attorney’s Office for
the Southern District
of California said in a
statement, which the
embassy in Guatemala
City shared on X.

The statement did
not specify when the arrest
took place.

The 61-year-old known as
"Don Dario” pleaded not guilty
during a federal court appear-
ance on Friday.

Molina-Lopez is charged
with conspiracy to import and
distribute cocaine, which car-
ries a possible life sentence.

Trump shooting scare renews
'staged’ conspiracy theory

There is no
evidence that the
Trump administration
orchestrated
Saturday’s attack.

AFP | Washington, United
States

flood of misinformation

exploded online after
US President Donald Trump
escaped a weekend shooting
scare, fueling renewed -- and
unfounded -- claims that he
has staged assassination at-
tempts to boost his political
fortunes.

Trump and his top adminis-
tration officials were evacuat-
ed Saturday from a media
gala in Washington after
gunfire erupted outside
the ballroom, marking
the third assassination
attempt targeting the
Republican in two years.

AFP’s fact-check-
ers identified a se-
ries of social me-
dia posts from
anti-Trump ac-
counts circu-
lating an un-
substantiated
theory that
the White
H ouse
staged the
shooting
to distract
attention
from unfa-

vorable news, including the
unpopular US-Israeli war with
Iran.

Posts advancing the claim
garnered 80 million views on
Elon Musk'’s platform X alone
within two days of the shoot-
ing, according to the disinfor-
mation watchdog NewsGuard.

Many of the same accounts
previously claimed that two
assassination attempts on
Trump in 2024 -- in Pennsyl-
vania and Florida -- were also
staged.

The narrative largely em-
anated from a left-wing con-
spiracy movement that re-
searchers call "BlueAnon,” a
play on the right-wing QAnon
cult. "Many of the anti-Trump
accounts baselessly claiming
that the wHCD (White House

Correspondents’ Din-
ner) shooting was
staged made identi-
cal claims after the

2024 assassination

attempts,” News-

Guard's Sofia Rubin-
son told AFP.

"Some viral

posts we've
seen explicitly
cite those ear-
lier incidents
as 'evidence’
that staging
shootings is
part of Trump’s
playbook -- to
generate sym-
pathy and dis-
tract from un-
favorable cov-
erage.”

-
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The 79-year-old
president joked about
how his late mother, who
was born in Scotland,
“had a crush on Charles,”
who is now 77.

® “Time and again,
our two countries have
always found ways to
come together,” Charles
is expected to say.

Trump said that the
two countries had a
“special relationship, and
we hope it will always
remain that way.”

AFP | Washington, United States

resident Donald Trump
Psaid yesterday that the
United States has no clos-
er friend than Britain, as he wel-
comed King Charles III to the
White House on a state visit
shadowed by tensions
over the Iran war.
Speaking after a
pomp-filled welcome
on the South Lawn
featuring a 21-gun sa-
lute, Trump’s tone was
a world away from his
recent jibes at British
Prime Minister Keir
Starmer for failing to
join in against Tehran.
“In the centuries since
we won our independ-
ence, Americans have
had no closer friends
than the British,” §
said Trump, refer- ..
ring to the fact that
the royal visit marks

‘Cr

the 250th
anniversa-
ry of the
US colo-
nies de-
claring
their
freedom
from
British
rule.

Using a
phrase prized
by British
governments
since Winston
Churchill first
_used it after

WOrld

Trump hails British “friends’ as king visits

US President Donald Trump and First Lady Melania Trump welcome Britain’s King
the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, DC,

Trump said that the two coun-
tries had a “special relationship,
and we hope it will always re-
main that way.”

Trump also praised the British
military, saying that “nobody
fought better together” with the
United States -- despite recently
deriding Britain’s two aircraft
carriers as “toys.”

Afterward, four US jets roared
over the White House in a noisy
flypast as Trump, Charles,
Queen Camilla and First Lady
Melania Trump watched.

On the second day of the four-
day royal visit, Charles will later
address the US Congress and is

T seseans expected to call in his speech

for “reconciliation and renewal”
amid the recent strains in ties.

‘Crush on Charles’

Republican Trump has repeat-
edly lambasted Britain’s Starmer
over his Iran war opposition,
alongside the country’s immi-
gration and energy policies.

But Trump -- a long-term
fan of the British royals who
received his own state visit last
year -- appeared in a jovial mood
on a rainy Washington morning
as quipped: “What a beautiful
British day this is.”

The 79-year-old president
even joked about how his late
mother, who was born in Scot-

Charles 11l and Queen Camilla during an arrival ceremony on

land, “had a crush on Charles,”
who is now 77.

Cannons rang out while a mil-
itary band played the British
and US national anthems, before
Charles shook hands with top
Trump administration officials
and inspected troops on the
lawn with the president.

A band of soldiers dressed in
uniforms from the US Revolu-
tionary War then marched past,
playing fife and drums.

Trump then held talks with
Charles in the Oval Office. But
the meeting was held behind
closed doors -- an unusual step
for the usually garrulous US
president, reflecting the sensi-

on Charles’

tivity of the visit.

“It was a really good meeting.
He’s a fantastic person. They’re
incredible people and it’s a real
honor,” Trump told reporters
afterward.

In the evening the royal couple
will return to the White House
for a grand state dinner.

Tight security

Security has been tight for the
trip, which comes just days after
an alleged assassination attempt
against Trump at a Washington
press gala. Countersniper teams
could be seen on the roof of the
White House.

Melania Trump told report-
ers she was “very well” when
asked how she was doing after
the shooting.

The first day of the trip fea-
tured a more informal wel-
come, with the Trumps treating
Charles and Camilla to tea and
cakes before showing them the
White House beehives.

But the second day will fea-
ture Charles’s most public-fac-
ing moment, when he becomes
the first British monarch to
address Congress since his
mother, late queen Elizabeth,
in 1991.

With tensions still high over
Iran, Charles is expected to ap-
peal to Trump in guarded terms,
saying that defending common
democratic ideals is “crucial for
liberty and equality.”

“Time and again, our two
countries have always found
ways to come together,” he is
expected to say.

But in an unwelcome distrac-
tion, Britain’s new ambassador
to Washington, Christian Turn-
er, was quoted by the Financial
Times as telling students dur-
ing a recent visit that America’s
special relationship is “probably
Israel”

German bid to rescue ‘Timmy’ the whale passes key hurdle

AFP | Insel Poel, Germany

erman rescuers on Tuesday

hauled a stranded hump-
back whale into a special boat
due to carry it to deeper wa-
ters, in the latest attempt to free
the cetacean whose ordeal has
captured hearts in Germany for
weeks.

The whale, dubbed “Timmy”
by German media, and its strug-
gle for survival have gripped the
country since it beached on a
sandbank near the city of Lue-

beck, far from its natural habitat -~ -

in late March.

The latest rescue effort -- fi-
nanced by two entrepreneurs
-- involves transporting the sea
mammal in a barge, which has a
water-filled hold and is usually
used to carry other boats, from
Germany’s Baltic Sea coast to
deeper waters.

Starting earlier Tuesday, res-
cuers attached straps to the
whale and heaved the creature
down a channel that had been
specially dug in the sand to allow
it to reach the barge, close to the
island of Poel.

After some distance, the
whale, with rescuers swimming
alongside it, sped up and then
swam into the barge, sparking

People are seen close to a stranded humpback whale, guiding the animal to a special

LS

barge intended to bring it to the North Sea, in the Wismarer Bucht bay of the Baltic Sea off the - _ N
island of Poel, northern Germany, close to the village of Faehrdorf-Hof '

cheers of delight from the rescue
team and others watching from
the shore.

“I can’t even say how happy
I am,” Karin Walter-Mommert,
one of the entrepreneurs financ-

ing the rescue bid, told the Bild
daily.

“You could see that the whale
fought and wanted to live. Know-
ing he’s now in the barge is sim-
ply wonderful and shows that the

LY

fight for Timmy
was worth it.”
Journey northwards’
The plan is now for the barge
to be transported to the North
Sea, and hopefully for the whale

to be released if it is strong
enough.

A piece of green netting will
be used to close the entrance to
the barge so the mammal does
not swim out.

Till Backhaus, environment
minister for the state of Meck-
lenburg-Western Pomerania,
told reporters that “this evening,
when the sea calms down, he
will set off on his journey north-
wards”.

“We have worked here day
and night, and in the end we
have saved this animal,” he told
reporters.

Backhaus had earlier given
the green light for the mission to
proceed after vets said the whale
was fit to be transported.
The animal was first
spotted stuck on
a sandbank on
March
23 be-
fore free-
ing itself
and
then
becoming stuck again several
times.

Several attempts were initially
made to free the sea mammal, in-
cluding by digging channels for

it to swim down, but all failed.

At the start of April, officials
gave up on the animal, saying
they believed it could not be
saved.

But this triggered an outcry
and authorities were persuaded
to let the entrepreneurs come up
with a rescue plan.

Some scientists have strongly
criticised the decision to allow
further rescue bids, believing
they will be too risky for the
whale and estimating the chanc-
es of success as low.

The humpback
whale is famous for its
complex songs, which
can travel hundreds of
kilometres underwater

and are shared and
changed by entire pop-
ulations over time.
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Gulf Summit Tackles Escalation With Iran

d # L
Leaders from Qatar, Kuwait and the UAE arrive at the summit.

audi Crown Prince Moham-
S med bin Salman chaired a
Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) consultative summit in
Jeddah, bringing together Gulf
leaders for the first time since the
Iran war outbreak two months
ago.
A Gulfofficial said the meeting
aimed to coordinate a response to
thousands of Iranian missile and

drone attacks that have struck
GCC states since the conflict
began following US and Israeli
strikes on Iran on February 28.

Saudi state media said leaders
discussed regional and interna-
tional developments and ways to
coordinate their positions amid
rising tensions.

The war has damaged ener-
gy facilities across all six GCC

states, alongside civilian infra-
structure, Us-linked firms and
military sites.

Attacks have eased since a Us-
Iran ceasefire on April 8, but re-
gional capitals remain on alert as
negotiations for a lasting agree-
ment have yet to produce results.

Leaders from Qatar, Kuwait,
Bahrain and the United Arab
Emirates attended the summit.

UAE to Exit OPEC After
More Than 50 Years

he United Arab Emir-
I ates has announced it
will withdraw from the
Organization of the Petroleum
Exporting Countries (OPEC)
after more than five decades
of membership, in a move re-
flecting a strategic shift in its
energy policy.
The decision will take ef-
fect on May 1, according to a
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growth in global en-
ergy demand over
the medium to long
term,” report said.

It added that the

barrels per day to five million
by 2027.

The UAE expressed appre-
ciation for OPEC and its allies,
noting its “significant contribu-

decision reflects a
“policy-driven evo-
lution” aimed at en-

tions and sacrifices” during its
membership, but said it would
now focus on priorities aligned

Qatar pushes for ceasefire compllance

atar reaffirmed that free- al peace and the global economy.
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dom of navigation in in-

ternational waterways is
a fdamental principle of in-
ternational law, warning that es-
calating threats to key maritime
routes pose risks to global peace,
security and trade.

Speaking at a high-level open
debate of the United Nations
Security Council on maritime
safety, Qatar’s Permanent Rep-
resentative Shaikha Alya Ahmed
bin Saif Al-Thani said the world
faces a “critical moment” as chal-
lenges extend beyond traditional
security concerns.

She stressed that vital corridors
such as the Strait of Hormuz are
increasingly vulnerable, with dis-
ruptions threatening internation-

“Freedom of navigation is a
core principle of international
law,” she said, referencing the
United Nations Convention on
the Law of the Sea, which guar-
antees transit rights through in-
ternational waters.

Al-Thani also highlighted UN
Security Council Resolution 552,

which underscores the Gulf re- §

gion’s importance to global sta-
bility and calls on states to respect
the safe passage of vessels not
involved in conflicts.
Addressing recent tensions,
she pointed to UN Security
Council Resolution 2817, sub-
mitted by Bahrain on behalf of
the Gulf Cooperation Council
and Jordan. The resolution con-

demns attacks attributed to Iran
and warns against any attempt to
disrupt navigation in the Strait of
Hormuz.

She said such actions consti-
tute serious violations of inter-
national law and pose a direct
threat to international peace and
security.

statement carried by the state
news agency, released as OPEC
prepared to meet in Vienna on
Wednesday. The UAE will also
exit the broader OPEC+ alliance.

The statement said the move
followed “a comprehensive re-
view” of the country’s produc-
tion strategy and future capac-
ity, and was driven by national
interest.

“While near-term volatility,
including disruptions in the
Arabian Gulf and the Strait of
Hormuz, continues to affect
supply dynamics, underly-
ing trends point to sustained

hancing flexibility in

responding to mar-

ket conditions, while
maintaining a commitment to
stability.

The UAE, a founding member
of OPEC since 1967, has been a
key player in global oil markets
alongside major Gulf produc-
ers such as Saudi Arabia and
Kuwait.

Its departure comes as the
country accelerates econom-
ic diversification, with non-
oil sectors now contributing
around 75 percent of gross do-
mestic product. At the same
time, Abu Dhabi has signaled
plans to boost oil production
capacity from about 3.4 million

with its national interests and
global energy commitments.

0il Market Volatility by
the Numbers

« 7.88 million bpd — OPEC out-
put loss in March

 20.79 million bpd — Total
OPEC production after rop

« 27% — Monthly decline in
output

« Largest disruption in decades

« Surpasses 2020 pandemic
cuts (6.28 million bpd)

« Exceeds supply shocks of 1970s
oil crisis and 1991 Gulf War

 UAE to exit OPEC; Qatar exited
in 2019

Hormuz closure impact discussed in Kuwait-US talks

uwait and the United
[< States held high-level
talks focusing on the clo-
sure of the Strait of Hormuz and
its potential repercussions for
global trade and energy security,
according to an official statement.
During a phone call with US
Vice President JD Vance, Ku-
wait’s Crown Prince Shaikh Sa-
bah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
discussed recent regional devel-
opments, emphasizing the stra-
tegic waterway, one of the world’s
most critical shipping routes for
oil and goods.
Both sides warned that any dis-

ruption to navigation through
the Strait of Hormuz could lead
to serious economic conse-
quences, affecting global supply
chains, maritime traffic, and the

stability of international energy
markets.

The two leaders also ex-
changed views on wider regional
and international developments,

underscoring the importance of
maintaining security and freedom
of navigation in key waterways.

The Crown Prince reaffirmed
Kuwait’s commitment to regional
stability and highlighted the im-
portance of coordinated interna-
tional efforts to address emerging
security and economic challenges
linked to maritime routes.

For his part, Vice President
Vance reiterated Washington’s
support for Kuwait and stressed
the importance of protecting
global shipping lanes and ensur-
ing the uninterrupted flow of en-
ergy supplies.

Dubai Hosts One

of the Region’s

Largest Creator Gathermgs

ubai hosted one of the
region’s largest gath-
erings for content cre-

ators yesterday at 8:30 AM, as
Creators HQ brought together
influencers, speakers, and digital
media professionals at Atlantis
The Palm.

The event featured a series of
panel discussions addressing key
topics in the creator space, in-
cluding “Between Challenge and
Success,” “Stories of Influential
Women,” and “Does Authen-
ticity Outperform Cinematic
Production?”’—highlighting the
ongoing shift in how content is
created and consumed.

A notable moment came from
Omar Farooq, a Bahraini content
creator known for his purpose-
ful and reflective storytelling. He
focuses on creating meaningful
content that goes beyond trends,
aiming to inspire, educate, and
positively impact his audience.

Referring to a story involv-
ing Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan,
Farooq emphasized the impor-
tance of initiative among crea-
tors, noting a clear difference be-

tween simply reacting to trends
and actively creating content
that adds value to people’s lives.

“There’s a big difference be-
tween being a reaction and being
the action.”

The gathering also saw the
presence of several prominent
creators, including Noor Stars,
Anas Bukhash, and Mostafa
Agha, reflecting the scale and
influence of the event.

As the creator economy con-
tinues to grow, such events un-
derline a broader shift: content
creation is moving from a hobby
to a purpose-driven profession
that carries both influence and
responsibility.

ing Abdullah 11 reaf-

firmed Jordan’s rejec-
tion of any Israeli measures
that seek to exploit regional
tensions to impose “new facts
on the ground” in Jerusalem,
the West Bank, and Gaza,
stressing the need for coordi-
nated international action to
counter such moves.

The remarks came during
talks in Amman with Palestin-
ian President Mahmoud Ab-
bas, also attended by Jordan’s
Crown Prince, Crown Prince
Hussein bin Abdullah 11.

According to a statement,
King Abdullah underscored
that regional stability cannot

Jordan Rejects Israeli ‘New
Facts’ in Palestlnlan Territories

be achieved without ensuring
Palestinians obtain their full,
legitimate rights and estab-
lishing an independent Pales-
tinian state based on the two-
state solution framework.

The discussions covered the
overall situation in the Pales-
tinian territories amid ongo-
ing regional tensions, with
both sides reviewing political
and humanitarian develop-
ments.

Jordan has repeatedly
warned against unilateral
actions in the occupied ter-
ritories, calling for renewed
international efforts to revive
a viable peace process.

Prep for Arab-EU

ministerial talks

rab permanent rep-
resentatives to the
League of Arab States

held a coordination meeting at
the organisation’s General Sec-
retariat headquarters to dis-
cuss preparations for the up-
coming sixth Arab-European
ministerial meeting scheduled
for next month in Amman.

The meeting reviewed logis-
tical and substantive arrange-
ments for the ministerial gath-
ering, set for June 22-23, 2026,
in the Jordanian capital.

It was chaired by Jordan’s
ambassador to Egypt and per-
manent representative to the
Arab League, Amjad Al-Adai-
leh, representing the host
country of the upcoming min-

isterial session.

The Arab League delegation
was headed by Assistant Secre-
tary-General and head of the
International Political Affairs
sector, Ambassador Khalid bin
Mohammed Manzalawi.

According to participants,
ambassadors were briefed on
the latest developments in
the preparatory process and
discussed a draft declaration
expected to be adopted at the
ministerial meeting.

The Arab-European min-
isterial meetings serve as a
key platform for political and
strategic dialogue between
the two sides on regional and
international issues of mutual
concern.

Guided-missile destroyer USS Rafael Peralta (DDG 115) enforces the U.S.
blockade of Iranian ports against M/T Stream after it attempted to sail to an
Iranian port, April 26.
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VACANCIES
AVAILABLE

vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
36639399 or YSUBAIE@HOTMAIL.COM

SIALKOT MENS BEAUTY SALON W.LL
has a vacancy for the occupation of BAR-
BER-HAIRDRESSER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 34690588 or MU-
HAMMADAMEEN138G@GMAIL.COM

ZESTINO PIZZA  W.LL has a vacancy
for the occupation of KITCHEN WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33762829 or ADEEL.XEIRICH@
GMAIL.COM

AL MOAYYED TRANSPORT CO W.LL has
a vacancy for the occupation of HEAVY
VEHICLE DRIVER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17400407 or proffice@
almoayyedcg.com

GOLDEN WING BUILDING MAINTENANCE
COW.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of PLUMBER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17591008 or TAIFJ@
HOTMAIL.COM

ARMAN HOTEL has a vacancy for the
occupation of COOK(GENERAL), suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39655474
or NAMALCO@BATELCO.COM.BH

Al Rayah For Safety Items WLL has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SECURITY
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17822228 or RASHEED@SE-
CURICORE.BH

GOLDEN DIYAR SERVICES has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of HOUSEKEEPER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17530670 or BURASHEDDOCUMENT@
YAH00.COM

Quest School W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of TEACHER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 77814404 or
eman.dessouki@questschoolbh.com

ROYAL BAHRAIN HOSPITAL has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of MEDICAL CON-
SULTANT, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 17532010 or hussain.alali@
royalbhm.com

NASS CONTRACTING COMPANY (W.LL)
has a vacancy for the occupation of SU-
PERVISOR, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 17725522 or yousif@aanass.
net

Dyan contracting w.ll. has a vacancy
for the occupation of CARPENTER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
33384916 or lathishkp24@gmail.com

SCOOD LOUNDRY has a vacancy for
the occupation of WORKER(LAUNDRY),
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33210888 or TALALALMAJEDS11@
GMAIL.COM

GULF CITY CLEANING W.LL has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLEANER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39641612 or yousif@aanass.net

B MART MARKETING AND PROMOTION
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of
PROMOTER(COMMERCIAL), suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33297332 or
MASHFARE@YAHO00.COM

NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COM-
PANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of FOREMAN, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17725522 or yousif@
aanass.net

AL SALLOOM A/C WORKSSHOP has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL,  suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
36955566 or IEDI96@HOTMAIL.COM

REVAN TRADING has a vacancy for the
occupation of RETAIL TRADE SALESMAN,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
33334033 or REVAN.ROSE.BH@GMAIL.COM

AL AYAAN ADVERTISING CO W.L.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
SALES), suitably qualified applicants can
contact 37271949 or ALAYAAN.ADV@
GMAIL.COM

RARI HOUSE OF FASHION has a vacancy
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably

qualified applicants can contact 33309177
or JAWAIDJALAP@HOTMAIL.COM

PROTECTS SECURITY SERVICES has a
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17700211 or hrd@dreamgroup.bh

35458563 or HAMADRAA2005@
GMAIL.COM

MORDI MOR FOR DESIGN TRAINING PRO-
GRAMMES W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of DESIGNER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 37111115 or MEJU-
LUS@GMAIL.COM

YEMAN TRADTIONALS RESTAURANT has
a vacancy for the occupation of WAITER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
33926612 or SALEHAHMED9@
HOTMAIL.COM

PROTECTS SECURITY SERVICES has a
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17700211 or hrd@dreamgroup.bh

PROTECTS SECURITY SERVICES has a
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17700211 or hrd@dreamgroup.bh

MALAYSIA CORNER has a vacancy for the
occupation of WAITER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17666181 or FAT-
MATHANI@HOTMAIL.COM

PROTECTS SECURITY SERVICES has a
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17700211 or hrd@dreamgroup.bh

PROTECTS SECURITY SERVICES has a
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17700211 or hrd@dreamgroup.bh

Basma Security has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of SECURITY MAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17727676 or
ageel@basma.com.bh

Security Solutions Co. W.LL. has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SECURITY
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 77996666 or GOVERNMENT@
MRE.CO

Zain Bahrain B.S.C has a vacancy for the
occupation of MANAGER (TELECOMMU-
NICATIONS), suitably qualified applicants
can contact 36031623 or compensation@
bh.zain.com

AL MAKHARQA BAKERY has a vacancy
for the occupation of BAKER(GENERAL),
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39669442 or KHALILE150@GMAIL.COM

SULTANA HAJI FAZAL ELECTRICAL
EQUIPMENTS REPAIR has a vacancy for
the occupation of ELECTRICIAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
33029145 or HBKHAN.55@GMAIL.COM

TADAWI PHYSIOTHERAPY AND REHA-
BILITATION CENTER W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of PHYSIOTHERAPIST,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
33781525 or nabil_elshenawy@yahoo.com

AL SHOMOOS ELECTRICAL CONTRACT-
ING has a vacancy for the occupation of
WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 36499655 or
ALWESAMT71@HOTMAIL.COM

CNL W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of DRIVER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33888886 or HAMAD@
SPECTRUMOILFIELD.COM

QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has a vacancy
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17700211
or hrd@dreamgroup.bh

QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has a vacancy
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17700211
or hrd@dreamgroup.bh

QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has a vacancy
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17700211
or hrd@dreamgroup.bh

QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has a vacancy
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17700211
or hrd@dreamgroup.bh

AHMED ISA BLOCK FACTORY has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WATCHMAN
/ GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17551002 or info@ahmediablock.
com

WANI CONSULTANCY W.LL has a va-
cancy for the occupation of PAINTER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
33442577 or KAFILRAJPOOT@GMAIL.
COM

ICONIC INTERIOR SERVICES W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-

MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL,  suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33711097
or NEXOLOGYA@GMAIL.COM

PROTECTS SECURITY SERVICES has a
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17700211 or hrd@dreamgroup.bh
PROTECTS SECURITY SERVICES has a
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17700211 or hrd@dreamgroup.bh

AL EDRISI MECHANICAL CONTRACTING
CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).
GENERAL, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 17231213 or EDRISIGROUP@
HOTMAIL.COM

CRYSTAL CORNER RESTAURANT has a
vacancy for the occupation of COOK(AS-
SISTANT), suitably qualified applicants
can contact 33857536 or GOLDENCRYS-
TALT6@GMAIL.COM

ARABIAN ARROW GENERAL TRADING
& INDUSTRIAL SERVICES CO. W.LL has
a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE
HELPER, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 33444186 or junujunaidadu@
gmail.Com

IFRAN MOROCCAN BEAUTY SALON has
a vacancy for the occupation of BEAUTI-
CIAN, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 39722331 or BATRAINI981@
GMAIL.COM

Arabian International Contracting CO.
W.LL has a vacancy for the occupation
of ELECTRICIAN, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 39677780 or AWALS-
ERV@BATELCO.COM.BH

AYESHA CITY FLOWER W.LL has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALESMAN,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
34417422 or JASIMRAJPOOT@
GMAIL.COM

CAIRO 24 CARGO W.LL has a vacancy
for the occupation of OFFICE WORKER
HELPER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 33035123 or EYMAADEL@GMAIL.
COM

ALSUBAIE COLD STORE Co. W.L.L has a

NESTO MARKET W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of CASHIER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17275935 or
HYZAGEEPAS@GMAIL.COM

MERAJ TOUCH W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of TAILOR, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 37764942 or
SMDIRSHAD6@GMAIL.COM

BASSALI CAFETERIA has a vacancy for
the occupation of COOK(GENERAL), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact

NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COM-
PANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of RIGGER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17725522 or yousif@
aanass.net

NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COM-
PANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of RIGGER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17725522 or yousif@
aanass.net

NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COM-
PANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WELDER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17725522 or yousif@
aanass.net

NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COM-
PANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of RIGGER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17725522 or yousif@
aanass.net

NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COM-
PANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of FITTER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17725522 or yousif@
aanass.net

PROTECTS SECURITY SERVICES has a
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17700211 or hrd@dreamgroup.bh

BUSY BUCKS SERVICES CO. W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN,
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 37901071 or IBRAHIMPERVEZ523@
GMAIL.COM

ELITE COOLING TRADING EST has a va-
cancy for the occupation of FABRICATOR(-
FIBERGLASS RODUCTS), suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 36461938 or

elitecoolingl@gmail.com

hoo.com

39224537 or ebrahimbh500@gmail.com

AL RAFEEQ TOWER EXCAVATION WLL
has a vacancy for the occupation of DRIV-
ER(HEAVY VEHICLE), suitably qualified
applicants can contact 39000116 or MO-
SAWI67@HOTMAIL.COM

AL OLAYA SUITES HOTEL W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of WAITER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17161616 or CORP@DADABAI.COM

KINGDOM ASPHALT COMPANY W L L has
a vacancy for the occupation of SHOVEL
OPERATOR, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 17466776 or ABDULLA@
KINGDOM.BH

ABDULLA MAHMOOD AHMED CO. W L
L has a vacancy for the occupation of
PAINTER(FURNITURE), suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17874665 or AB-
DULLAMAHMOOD.AM.CO@GMAIL.COM

QUEEN GARDEN has a vacancy for the
occupation of WORKER(GARDENING),
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17793181 or ABBAS78@BATELCO.
COM.BH

araeen supermarket has a vacancy for the
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 33345415 or
A123AFTAB@HOTMAIL.COM

Secure Me W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17749697
or secure.me(@live.com

ALNAIREH CAFETERIA has a vacancy for
the occupation of WAITER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 39611160 or
alhadibh66@gmail.com

KAYDEN FAST COMPANY W.LL has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR,
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33054186 or RANASARFRAZ3412@
GMAIL.COM

AWAL A.C & REFRIGERATION WORKSHOP
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of
MACHINE OPERATOR, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17293388 or hrl@
gulfstarbh.com

BAVARIA TRAVEL AND TOURS W.L.L has
a vacancy for the occupation of SALES
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 39223779 or KUTKUTWIJ-
DAN@GMAIL.COM

TIME LINK CONSULTANTS W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE AS-
SISTANT, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17789317 or NAGESHGNAIK@
YAH00.COM

HELSINKI CO W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of OFFICE BOY / FARRASH,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
37143431 or usamaasifqazi@gmail.com

RENTAL BOX CO W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can
contact 33208384 or USSIJIL@GMAIL.
COM

MAGIC SHINE CLEANING CO. W.L.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17345051 or info@magicshinebh.com

PROTECTS SECURITY SERVICES has a
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17700211 or hrd@dreamgroup.bh

MAGIC SHINE CLEANING CO. W.L.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17345051 or info@magicshinebh.com

WHITE FALCON PRIVATE SECURITY
SERVICES Co. W.LL has a vacancy for
the occupation of SECURITY GUARD,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
66626168 or TDAINEH@GMAIL.COM

ARAB BANKING CORPORATION B S C has
a vacancy for the occupation of CHIEF
GENERAL AUDIT, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17543000 or HO.HR@
hank-abc.com

BLACK SHAHIBALA BUSINESS SUP-
POERT SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of OFFICE HELPER,
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 36563904 or WALIDBAHRAINI015@
GMAIL.COM

Security Solutions Co. W.LL. has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SECURITY
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 77996666 or GOVERNMENT@MRE.CO

RUKUN  ALYAQEEN  INTERNATIONAL
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of
ELECTRICAL TECHNICIAN, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17718033 or
BHABANI.MISHRA@rayinternational .bh

NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COM-
PANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of RIGGER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17725522 or yousif@
aanass.net

NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COM-
PANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of FOREMAN, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17725522 or yousif@
aanass.net

QAWAFEL HOSPITALITY MANAGEMENT
has a vacancy for the occupation of SEC-
RETARY, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 35571061 or MSENADH@GMAIL.COM

NEW LAYLA MARKET has a vacancy
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
33882534 or NAUSHUV@GMAIL.COM

TADAWI PHYSIOTHERAPY AND REHA-
BILITATION CENTER W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of PHYSIOTHERAPIST,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
33781525 or nabil_elshenawy@ya-

MERAMS INTERNATIONAL W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE
ASSISTANT, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 77902334 or samba339@
gmail.com

MOZO TAILORING W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably
qualified applicants can contact
34571338 or KHALIL_RAEES@
YAH0O0.COM

HAROUNA FOR AUTO SERVICES has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALES WORK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 39446651 or HUSSAINAKUSHII@
GMAIL.COM

BESTTIME FOODSTUFFS has a
vacancy for the occupation of
WORKER(SALES), suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact
33000206 or ABOSOOK32@HOTMAIL.COM

red qulf contracting has a vacancy for
the occupation of WORKER(MAINTE-
NANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17251216 or abua-
i792008@Gmail.com

GUJJAR AC ELECTRINC REPAIRING SER-
VICES W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).
GENERAL, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 33982664 or RAMZAN-
GUJJARG64@GMAIL.COM

ASYAD COLD STORES has a vacancy
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
39654447 or SAYEDYOUNIS@GMAIL.COM

PORTS & OFFSHOR SERVICES has a va-
cancy for the occupation of MECHANIC,
suitably qualified applicants can contact

MESRI KHEL POINT SERVICES W.L.L has
a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE
ASSISTANT, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 33523852 or LEVEL3376@
GMAIL.COM

COMPUTER WORLD W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of ANALYST(COMPUT-
ER SYSTEMS), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17561842 or ALIHAS-
SAN@ALMOAYYEDINTL.COM

AL OLAYA SUITES HOTEL W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of KITCHEN
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 17161616 or CORP@DADA-
BAI.COM

PANORAMA CONTRACTING & ENGI-
NEERING SERVI has a vacancy for the
occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION),
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17729935 or AHMED@PANORAMABH.
COM

middle east mechanical and electrical ser-
vices has a vacancy for the occupation of
WORKER(LATHE), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 77100066 or ALWADI.
TRADING@GMAIL.COM

AHMED ISA CONTRACTING CONSTRUC-
TION W.LL has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of TILES FIXER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17552234 or AE-
CONT@HOTMAIL.COM

37777797 or JABER@SULAITIMARINE.
COM

FARHAN AND SABLU REPAIR OF ELEC-
TRONICS CO BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP
COMPANY has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of REPAIRMAN (GENERAL), suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33511090
or MIRZAMUBEEN1155@GMAIL.COM

SAEED AND SONS CONSTRUCTION CO.
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of
WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 35389878 or
AHMED92951@GMAIL.COM

MANNA STONE CONSTRUCTION has a va-
cancy for the occupation of TILES FIXER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39828148 or MIRZA. ABDULLAALI@EWA.BH

IBRAHIM ADAM OMAR SULTAN FOR
TRANSACTION PROCESSING has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SALES AGENT,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
35564562 or ABRAHYMMRSLTANY@
GMAIL.COM

NISHA BEUTY SALON has a vacancy for
the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33388773
or MARIAM1910M@HOTMAIL.COM

TEA TIME W.LL has a vacancy for the
occupation of WAITER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 36960999 or INFO-
BAHRAIN2@GMAIL.COM

ZAYANI POLYMER FACTORY W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of MACHINE
OPERATOR, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 17464043 or AHMED@
JAZAYANI.COM

SUKH AC WORKSHOP W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39943776 or SUKH.AIRCONDITION.BH@
GMAIL.COM

NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COM-
PANY W.LL. has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WELDER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17725522 or yousif@
aanass.net

LAYALI ALWADYAN RESTAURANT has a
vacancy for the occupation of WAITER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
33678831 or  SAYEDEBRAHIMALMA-
TOOQ@GMAIL.COM

BLACK SAND CONTARUCTING W.L.L has
a vacancy for the occupation of HEAVY
DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33859167 or MOHD81SKK@HOTMAIL.COM

ZAYYAN CAFETERIA 2019 has a vacancy
for the occupation of MANAGER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 36147999
or NAWAZARSHAD86@GMAIL.COM

ASB SECURITY SOLUTIONS W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 35070603 or MAGICSHINE775@
YAH00.COM

Bahrain Electromechanical Services Co.
W.LL. has a vacancy for the occupation
of ELECTRICAL ASSISTANT, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17536275 or
BEMCO@BATELCO.COM.BH

ZAYANI POLYMER FACTORY W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of WINDER
(YARN,THREAD), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17464043 or AHMED@
JAZAYANL.COM

BLUE SWIMMING CRAB FACTORY FOR
PRESERVING FISH has a vacancy for the
occupation of WORKER(FISH CUTTING),
suitably qualified applicants can contact
33323995 or clearance@jaradahfish.com

ALBARHAN CONTRACTING WLL has
a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
33995674 or ALBARHANCONTRACTING.
BH@GMAIL.COM

KATTANA SUPERMARKET has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SALESMAN,
suitably qualified applicants can contact

BLUE SWIMMING CRAB FACTORY FOR
PRESERVING FISH has a vacancy for the
occupation of WORKER(FISH CUTTING),
suitably qualified applicants can contact
33323995 or clearance@jaradahfish.com
ZAHID ALI CLEANING W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
37557764 or MZ967632@GMAIL.COM
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KENTUCKY has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of COOK(GENERAL), suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 36051050 or
ssaleh@AMERICANA-FOOD.COM

QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has a vacancy
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17700211
or hrd@dreamgroup.bh

AMRITSAR PUNJABI DHABA W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of VACCINA-
TOR, suitably qualified applicants can contact
35398967 or surindersingh1304@gmail.com

INTEGRATED FACILITY MANAGEMENT
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation
of CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 17400407 or proffice@al-
moayyedcg.com

ELREF ELMASREY RESTAURANT W.LL
has a vacancy for the occupation of
WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
36663334 or MAADHSALEH87@GMAIL.COM

ATHERLAND CONTRACTING CO. WLL
has a vacancy for the occupation of CAR-
PENTER (GENERAL), suitably qualified
applicants can contact 39722232 or almo-
hin111@hotmail.com

ARABIAN GULF CAPITAL B.S.C CLOSED
has a vacancy for the occupation of
DEPUTY MANAGER(INVESTMENT), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
33554001 or ACCOUNTS@3YZ.COM

ZUTOI W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 39246745 or zutoi.
bah@gmail.com

SUPREME COPPER W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of ROLLING MILL OP-
ERATOR (NON-FERROUS), suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 36989394 or
ORUZ.ZAMAN@GMAIL.COM

BLUE WING SALON has a vacancy for the
occupation of BARBER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 39042284 or AB-
BASHELAL94@GMAIL.COM

AYWA PUBLICITY AND ADVERTISING
W.LL has a vacancy for the occupation
of MACHINE OPERATOR, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 36638878 or
AYWA.ADV@GMAIL.COM

NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COM-
PANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of RIGGER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17725522 or yousif@aanass.net

GULF PEARL HOTEL has a vacancy for the
occupation of WAITER (HOTEL), suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17000033 or
millionairehospitality@gmail.com

A.SHAHEED ISA MOHAMED SARHAN /
ABUALESH - 8465 has a vacancy for the
occupation of SEAMAN, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17700744 or
habibsaeed@hotmail.com

JAFFAR EBRAHIM MOHSIN ALMUATHEN
BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP CO has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of FISHMONGER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17554762 or jaffar1969bh@hotmail.com

NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COM-
PANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SAFETY OFFICER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17725522 or
yousif@aanass.net

MANDAN WAZIRSTAN  CONSULTANCY
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of
OFFICE WORKER HELPER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 34540232 or
SHEHARYARMNS123@GMAIL.COM

LAMNARMDA COMPANY WLL has a
vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE
WORKER HELPER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 39238561 or
DDKK44445@GMAIL.COM

AL HAFIZ ELECTRONICES W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
35913202 or MRMJANNATUL@GMAIL.COM

TURBO LINE GARAGE has a vacancy for
the occupation of MECHANICAL HELPER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
37388998 or ALKALDI_-@HOTMAIL.COM
GROOMED GUYS SALON W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of BARBER,

suitably qualified applicants can contact
33259808 or USMANASIF432@YAHO0.COM

BRAVE CF opens new frontier with
historic Croatia debut at Pula Arena

Manama

new chapter in Europe-
an mixed martial arts is
about to unfold as BRAVE

Combat Federation prepares to
make its long-awaited debut in
Croatia on September 5.

The organization’s latest ven-
ture will see it take over the leg-
endary Pula Arena, blending the
intensity of modern combat with
a venue steeped in centuries of
history.

BRAVE CF President Mo-
hammed Shahid emphasized
the magnitude of the moment,
framing the event as both a mile-
stone and a shared cultural ex-
perience.

“Bringing BRAVE CF to Pula
Arena is a tremendous honor,”
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strategy of merging sport with
culture, selecting venues that
carry meaning beyond compe-
tition.

From historic landmarks to
emerging fight markets, the Bah-
rain-based promotion continues
to redefine how and where MMA
can be experienced.

“What awaits this Septem-
ber will elevate our vision even
further,” Shahid added. “As we
continue to expand into new
territories in the region, we
aim to deliver unforgettable
moments for the global MMA
community.”

In less than a decade, BRAVE
CF has surged to the forefront
of the sport’s global landscape.

The organization now holds
the largest share of the Europe-

he said. “This ancient amphi-
theater has stood the test of
time, and hosting a modern com-
bat sports event inside its walls
is a privilege we share with the
people of Croatia.”

Rather than simply adding
another destination to its grow-
ing map, BRAVE CF is stepping
into uncharted territory with

purpose.

Croatia becomes the new-
est addition to the promotion’s
European footprint, further
strengthening its presence
across the continent and signal-
ing continued momentum in its
global rise.

Set against the Adriatic back-
drop, the Pula Arena offers more

than visual spectacle. Built dur-
ing the height of the Roman Em-
pire, the structure once hosted
brutal gladiatorial contests and
large-scale public gatherings.
Its limestone walls and com-
manding architecture have en-
dured through time, preserving
its identity as one of the most
complete amphitheaters from

antiquity.

Now, that same setting will
frame a different kind of com-
bat, where elite mixed martial
artists compete under modern
rules but with echoes of the past
surrounding them.

The upcoming event reflects
more than just geographical ex-
pansion. It highlights BRAVE CF’s

an MMA market while extend-
ing its reach across 38 nations
worldwide.

Its upcoming Croatia show-
case represents the 18th Euro-
pean country to host a BRAVE
CF extravaganza and the 39th
nation overall, underscoring a
remarkable reach that few in the
industry can rival.

Toyota and Ebrahim K. Kanoo Sponsor Inaugural Khalid

Manama

oyota, in collaboration with

Ebrahim K. Kanoo, spon-
sored the inaugural Khalid bin
Hamad Basketball Champion-
ship for Secondary Schools,
reinforcing its commitment to
supporting youth development
and advancing sports initiatives
across the Kingdom.

The event was held under
the patronage of the Supreme
Council for Youth and Sports
First Deputy Chairman, General
Sports Authority Chairman, and
Bahrain Olympic Committee
BOC President Shaikh Khalid bin
Hamad Al Khalifa.

The final, held at Shai-
kh Khalifa Sports City Hall
in Isa Town, was attended by
BOC Vice President Shaikh Isa
bin Ali bin Khalifa Al Khalifa,
along with Education Minister
Dr Mohammed bin Mubarak
Juma, as well as representatives
from Toyota and Ebrahim K.
Kanoo.

Organized by the Ministry
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of Education, the champion-
ship brought together students
from across Bahrain, provid-
ing a competitive platform
that promotes teamwork, dis-

cipline, and a strong sporting
spirit.

As part of its sponsorship,
Toyota and Ebrahim K. Kanoo
enhanced the overall tourna-

ment experience through give-
aways for attendees, in addi-
tion to awarding cash prizes to
participating players, recogniz-
ing performance, encouraging

participation, and celebrating
emerging talent.

Through this initiative, Toyota
and Ebrahim K. Kanoo continue
to support opportunities that

engage and empower the next
generation, while contributing
to the continued development
of sports at the school level in
Bahrain.

T lived all my dreams’ - Stones bids farewell to City

TDT | Manama

ohn Stones has said he has “lived all

my dreams out” at Manchester City
after confirming he will leave the club
at the end of the season.

The England defender, whose con-
tract expires this summer, has made 293
appearances since joining from Everton
in 2016 for £47.5m. During his decade
at the Etihad Stadium, Stones has won
six Premier League titles, the Champi-
ons League, two FA Cups, five League
Cups, three Community Shields, the Club
World Cup and the UEFA Super Cup.

In an emotional social media message,
the 31-year-old reflected on his journey
with the club. “It has been my home for

the past 10 years and it will be my home
for the rest of my life,” he said. “I came
as a kid and now I’'m leaving as a man. I
lived all my dreams out and lifted all the
things that I came here to achieve.”
Stones also paid tribute to manager
Pep Guardiola, calling him a major in-

fluence on his career. He described him- |

self as “grateful” for their relationship
and the success they achieved together,
adding that City would not have been as
successful without the Spaniard.
Signed as Guardiola’s second recruit
and once the world’s second most expen-
sive defender, Stones endured early crit-
icism and injury setbacks before becom-
ing a key figure in City’s dominant era.
Known for his composure on the ball,

John Stones lifts the Champions League trophy
for Manchester City in 2023

he was even deployed in midfield dur-
ing the club’s 2023 Champions League
triumph as part of a historic treble-win-
ning season.

Despite recent injury struggles limiting
his appearances, Stones has remained
a respected figure in the squad and a
favourite among supporters. He has also
been an important player for England,
earning 87 caps and playing in multiple
major tournament finals.

Stones now departs as part of a wider
transition at City, with several long-serv-

' ing players already leaving the club. His

next move remains uncertain, with re-
ports linking him to clubs in England
and abroad as he prepares for the next
chapter of his career.
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Bahrain Announces
GCC Games
Basketball

Fixtures

Bahrain’s men’s national baskethall team during training drills

Hussain Almaskati
TDT | Manama

he Bahrain Basketball

Association yesterday an-
nounced Bahrain’s fixtures for
the 4th GCC Games, set to take
place in Doha, Qatar from May
15 to 20.

Bahrain’s men’s national
basketball team will open their
campaign on May 15 against
Saudi Arabia at 4pm, before
facing the UAE on May 16 at
the same time. They will then

take on hosts Qatar on May 17
at 6pm.

In 3x3 competition, Bah-
rain’s men’s team will be in
action on May 12, opening
against Oman at 3:50pm be-
fore facing the UAE later that
day at 7:10pm.

Bahrain’s women’s 3x3 team
will also compete on May 12,
starting against the UAE at
5:05pm and later facing Saudi
Arabia at 6:45pm.

All matches will take place
at the Al Gharafah Sports Hall.

Qatar edge Bahrain in Beach
handball semi-final

TDT | Manama

ahrain’s men’s beach
Bhandball team saw their
Asian Beach Games cam-
paign end in the semi-finals after
a2-0defeat (13-8, 20-18) to Qa-
tar yesterday at Tianya Haijiao.
The result sends Bahrain into
the bronze medal match against
Thailand today at 3pm, while
Qatar advances to face Iran in
the gold medal final at 4pm.
Qatar took early control of

the opening period with sharp |
finishing and quick transitions, |
driven by Amir Denguir and Ab-
dulrazaq Murad. Bahrain stayed |

within reach early on, with Bilal
Askani opening their account,
but struggled to maintain effi-
ciency in attack as the tempo
increased. After briefly staying
level at 4-4, Bahrain began to
lose rhythm; missed opportu-
nities were compounded by sev-
eral key saves from Qatar goal-
keeper Zarko Markovic. Qatar
capitalised on the momentum to
pull away and closed the period
13-8 ahead.

The second period saw a more
composed and aggressive Bah-
rain side emerge. Askani and
Mahdi Ali led the response, re-
peatedly converting spin shots

Fefy

Bahrain and Qatar beach handball teams during pre-match introduction

to keep their team in conten-
tion, while Komail Mahfoodh
provided valuable link-up play
in attack. Bahrain’s defensive
intensity also improved signif-
icantly, disrupting Qatar’s flow
and forcing errors.

Midway through the period,
Bahrain clawed their way back
to level the score at 14-14 and
again at 16-16, turning the con-
test into an end-to-end battle.
Their transition play sharpened,
and they briefly looked capable
of overturning the deficit.

However, the decisive mo-

ments swung Qatar’s way. Cru-
cial saves including a stopped
six-metre penalty denied Bah-
rain the chance to take the
lead. Denguir and Murad then
stepped up in the closing stag-
es, converting key chances to
restore control for Qatar.

Despite Bahrain’s strong
fightback, Qatar held firm to
edge the second period 20-18
and secure a 2-0 victory.

Top performers included
Amir Denguir leading Qatar
with 13 points, while Abdulraz-
zaq Murad delivered a perfect

scoring display. For Bahrain,
Mahdi Mahdi top-scored with
12 points, with Bilal Askani and
Komail Mahfoodh also key con-
tributors in a determined team
effort.

Even in defeat, coach Hus-
sain Al Qaidoom’s side showed
consistency and competitive-
ness. Bahrain opened with three
straight wins before losing to
unbeaten Iran and beating Hong
Kong to finish second in their
pool. They will now look to end
on a high in tomorrow’s bronze
medal match.

Rashid Equestrian and Horseracing Club ~ Bahrain bow out of 3x3
signs Partnership Agreement with Harve

e

w -

Manama

In line with the directives
and ongoing efforts of the
High Committee of the Rashid
Equestrian and Horseracing
Club (REHC), chaired by His
Highness Shaikh Isa bin Sal-
man bin Hamad Al Khalifa,
Minister of the Prime Minis-
ter’s Court, to establish diverse
partnerships with companies
and institutions, and as part of
the continued development of
the equestrian and horseracing
sector, REHC has signed a part-
nership agreement with Harve,
a company specializing in the
development and operation of
world-class food and beverage
and hospitality experiences.
The agreement was signed by
Mr. Yusuf Osama Buheji, Mem-
ber of the High Committee of
REHC and Acting Chief Execu-
tive Officer, and Mr. Abdulaziz
Tawfiqi, Managing Director of
Harve. Under the agreement,
Harve will manage and operate

a new fully integrated restau-
rant within REHC’s facilities,
providing high-quality hospi-
tality services to visitors and pa-
trons during the racing season.

On this occasion, Mr. Yusuf
Osama Buheji stated that the
agreement aligns with the
Club’s strategy to diversify part-
nerships across various sectors,
including the development of
logistics and facilities, as well
as the provision of premium
hospitality services to visitors
and patrons, particularly as
REHC continues to host nu-
merous international champi-
onships, races, and events. He
noted that such initiatives fur-
ther strengthen the Kingdom of
Bahrain’s position as a destina-
tion for horseracing enthusiasts
from around the world.

Mr. Buheji also welcomed
Harve as a partner for the up-
coming seasons, expressing his
appreciation to the company’s
management for this collabora-
tion. He added that the partner-

ship represents a valuable addi-
tion that will enhance the level
of services within REHC, with
the aim of delivering a compre-
hensive experience that elevates
event standards, meets visitors’
expectations, and supports on-
going development efforts in the
Kingdom of Bahrain’s horserac-
ing sector.

For his part, Mr. Abdulaziz
Tawfiqi expressed his pride
in signing this partnership
with Rashid Equestrian and
Horseracing Club, noting that
it represents an important step
in Harve’s efforts to expand
its presence in the hospitality
sector. He added that through
this collaboration, the company
aims to deliver an operational
model that reflects its expertise
in managing hospitality des-
tinations, contributing to the
development of the visitor ex-
perience and adding a qualita-
tive dimension to the services
offered within the Club.

He further noted that the

company is focused on adopt-
ing best operational practices
and modern solutions to deliv-
er flexible and diverse services
that support the development of
events and further strengthen
the Club’s position as a leading
horseracing destination in the
region.

This partnership between
REHC and Harve reflects the
company’s commitment to
strengthening its position as a
key operator in the hospital-
ity sector by developing and
managing innovative concepts
across a range of destinations.
It also supports the growth of
this vital industry and keeps
pace with evolving audience
preferences.

Harve is one of the most
prominent entertainment ven-
tures within Infracorp’s port-
folio, aligning with the Group’s
vision to elevate regional des-
tinations and drive economic
growth through innovation and
world-class offerings.

tournament in
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Mohamed Kowayed attempts a difficu
TDT | Manama

ahrain’s run at the sixth

Asian Beach Games in San-
ya came to an end yesterday af-
ter a 15-12 defeat to Mongolia
in the play-off round, denying
them a place in the quarter-fi-
nals.

In a closely contested en-
counter at the Sanya Sports
Centre Gymnasium, Bahrain
struggled to replicate the scor-
ing rhythm that had carried
them into the knockout stage.
Mongolia proved more clini-
cal, edging ahead in the closing
stages to seal victory.

Bogdan Dragovic, who
starred in Bahrain’s win
over Kazakhstan, was again
among the key contributors
with three points. Naser Al
Musawi, Kelechi Ajukwa, and
Mohamed Kowayed also add-
ed three points apiece, with

ana

It lay-up

Al Musawi hitting Bahrain’s
only two-pointer of the game.
Despite contributions from
multiple players, the nation-
als fell short in a balanced but
ultimately unsuccessful effort.

The defeat brought the cur-
tain down on a mixed cam-
paign for the Bahrainis. After
opening losses to Qatar and
India, they kept their hopes
alive with an impressive win
over Kazakhstan to reach the
play-offs. However, they were
unable to build on that mo-
mentum against a disciplined
Mongolian side.

Despite the early exit, coach
Ahmed Elias’ side showed
flashes of promise. Dragovic
emerged as a standout per-
former, while the team demon-
strated growing chemistry as
the tournament progressed,
offering encouragement for
future competitions.
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atchweek 19 of the
Nasser bin Hamad Pre-
mier League contin-

ued yesterday with Al Malkiya |

producing a strong second-half
display to beat Al Najma 3-0,
while Al Shabab secured a 1-0
win over Bahrain Club at Bah-
rain National Stadium.

Al Malkiya 3-0 Al Najma

Al Najma controlled posses-
sion in the opening half and
looked the more composed side
on the ball, but they struggled
to turn dominance into clear
chances as the match went into
the break level at 0-0. Al Mal-
kiya, however, remained dan-
gerous on the counter and grew
into the game.

The deadlock was finally bro-
ken in the 61st minute through
Ahmed Muslim, finishing off a
well-constructed team move.
Talal Al Sherooqi sparked the
move with a well-weighted
pass into Hassan Madan on the
byline. Madan reacted quickly
to cut the ball back across goal,

Al Malkiya’s Madan celebrates after capping the scoring against Al Najma

allowing Ahmed Muslim to take before finishing calmly to give
acontrolled touch inside the box his side the lead.

Just six minutes later, Al Mal-
kiya doubled their advantage

Al Najma have won
just two of their last
six matches and now
face three remaining

games to salvage their
season

in spectacular fashion. Hassan
Isa intercepted possession in
midfield before unleashing a
powerful low strike from near-
ly 30 yards, beating goalkeeper
Ammar Mohammed into the
bottom corner.

Al Najma’s frustration contin-
ued, and in the 84th minute Al
Malkiya sealed the win. Abdulla
Al Hayki delivered a cross from
the right side of the box, and
Hassan Madan controlled well
with his chest before finishing
to make it 3-0.

Al Malkiya Deal Blow to Al
Najma’s Relegation Fight

The result strengthens Al Mal-
kiya’s hold on fourth place, mov-
ing them five points clear of the
chasing pack. Al Najma drop to
10th on 19 points and remain in
the relegation playoff zone.

Al Shabah 1-0 Bahrain Club

At Bahrain National Stadium,
Al Shabab edged a closely con-
tested encounter against Bah-
rain Club, with both sides show-
ing early intent in a balanced
first half that ended goalless.

Al Shabab made the decisive
breakthrough almost immediately
after the restart, as a corner deliv-
ered by Nigerian winger Daniel
Etor led to an own goal from Sul-
tan Al Salatneh. He inadvertently
headed the ball into his own net
while attempting to clear.

Bahrain Club responded with
pressure but were unable to find
an equaliser, as Al Shabab man-
aged the game well to protect
their narrow lead.

The victory keeps Al Shabab
in 11th place on 14 points, while
Bahrain Club remain bottom
of the table in 12th on 7 points
and continue to face relegation
concerns.

Bruno Fernandes sets sights on
Premier League assist record

TDT | Manama

Bruno Fernandes is clos-
ing in on Premier League
history after moving within
one assist of the single-season

record in Manchester United’s

2-1 win over Brentford.

The Portuguese midfielder
registered his 19th assist of the
campaign on Monday, leaving
him just one short of the all-
time mark of 20, jointly held by
Thierry Henry (2002-03) and
Kevin De Bruyne (2019-20).

Fernandes, who has been
in outstanding form, has now
recorded assists in six of his
last seven matches, underlin-
ing his influence as United’s
main creative force. Against
Brentford, he was once again
decisive, officially assisting the
second goal in a victory that
showcased both his vision and
consistency in the final third.

He also played a key role in
the opening goal. His corner
delivery to the far post found
Harry Maguire, with Casem-
iro reacting quickest to finish
from close range and score his
ninth goal of the season, the
highest-scoring campaign of
his career.

The match itself was far
from straightforward for Unit-
ed. Brentford created several
chances after falling behind,
while a possible handball inci-
dent involving Ayden Heaven
was waved away by the referee.
United, however, struck deci-
sively on the counterattack.

Fernandes carried the ball

Fernandes in action during
Manchester United’s latest outing

forward before slipping a pre-
cise pass into Benjamin Sesko,
who beat Nathan Collins with
a sharp feint before finishing
clinically to seal the win. The
move further highlighted Fer-
nandes’ all-round influence,
combining progression, vision,
and final delivery.

With four matches remain-
ing, Fernandes now has a
genuine chance to set a new
Premier League assist record.
His consistency and creative
output have been central to
United’s season, with his lead-
ership continuing to define
their attacking play.

At Old Trafford, there is
growing expectation that
Fernandes could finish the
campaign with a landmark
achievement that places him
firmly in Premier League his-
tory.

Sharipov leads Bahrain beach

wrestling run in Sanya

TDT | Manama

Bahrain’s beach wrestling
campaign at the sixth Asian
Beach Games in Sanya got un-
derway yesterday, with strong
performances across multiple
weight categories, highlighted
by Shamil Sharipov’s run to the
semi-finals in the men’s +90KG
division.

Sharipov’s +90KG campaign
began with a difficult open-
ing bout, falling 0-4 to Iran’s
Amirhossein Kavousi by VFA
(victory by fall, meaning the op-
ponent secured a pin) in just 32
seconds. He recovered strongly
in his second match, defeating
Pakistan’s Muhammad Gulzar
1-0 by VPO (victory by points
after a full three-minute bout).
He then secured another key
win over Mongolia’s Altangerel
Chinbat 1-0 by VPO to progress
in the group stage.

He continued his momentum
with a 2-0 win over Nepal’s
Triloki Prasad Yadav by vsU
(victory by technical superi-
ority) in 1:04 to complete the
group stage. In the quarter-fi-
nals, Sharipov delivered one of
Bahrain’s standout performanc-
es of the day, edging India’s Jas-
pooran Singh 1-0 by VPO after
a full three-minute contest to
book his place in the semi-finals.
His run ended there, however,
as he was defeated 0-4 by Iran’s
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Shamil Sharipov in action during the group stage

Seyedamirreza Sahraeimahali
by VFA in 1:44.

In the 90KG division, Mag-
omed Sharipov produced a
competitive group-stage show-
ing. He opened with a difficult
0-4 loss to Iran’s Amirhossein
Kavousi by VFA in 32 seconds,

before recovering with a 2-1 win
over Singapore’s Chow Weng
Luen Gary by vSU1 in 1:08. He
then secured a 1-0 win over Vi-
etnam’s Ngo Van Lam by VPO in
a full three-minute bout. In the
quarter-finals, however, he was
eliminated after a 0-1 defeat to

Pakistan’s Muhammad Inam
by VPO.

In the 80KG division, Mag-
omedrasul Asluev produced a
strong group-stage showing.
He opened with a dominant
2-0 win over Qatar’s Saad Al
Hammadi by vSU in 1:08, be-
fore narrowly losing 0-1 to In-
dia’s Sachin Mor by vPO in a full
three-minute bout. He bounced
back with another 2-0 win over
Sri Lanka’s Wijesooriya Mu-
dianselage M by VSU in 1:37 to
advance to the quarter-finals,
where he was defeated 0-2 by
Iran’s Ali Gholami by vSU in
1:53.

Elsewhere, Bahrain’s wres-
tlers faced stiff competition
across multiple categories. In
the 70KG division, Alibeg Alibe-
gov had a challenging campaign.
He opened with a 0-11oss to Af-
ghanistan’s Shahram Mehraban
by VPO, followed by another 0-1
defeat to Japan’s Yoshiki Yam-
ada by vPO, both full-duration
bouts. His final match ended
in a 0-1 injury defeat to Saudi
Arabia’s Abdullatif Albakri (VIN
- victory by injury), ending his
participation.

Despite mixed results across
the squad, Bahrain’s campaign
has been highlighted by Shamil
Sharipov’s run to the semi-finals
in the +90KG category, alongside
competitive performances from
Magomedrasul Asluev.

Chairperson & Managing Director P Unnikrishnan | Editor-in-Chief Mahmood Al Mahmood
Advertisement: Update Media W.L.L | Tel: 38444692, Email: sales@newsofbahrain.com | Newsroom: Tel: 36458345, Email: mail@newsofbahrain.com
Subscription & circulation: Tel: 36458394 | Email: subscribe@newsofbahrain.com | Website: www.newsofbahrain.com | Printed and published by Al Ayam Publishing



