
New Zealand’s Maori King calls for 
whales to be given personhood

AFP | Wellington

The King of New Zealand’s 
Indigenous Maori people 

made an impassioned call yes-
terday for whales to be granted 
the same legal rights as people 
in a bid to protect the hallowed 
yet vulnerable species.

Kiingi Tuheitia Potatau te 
Wherowhero VII said that 
majestic marine mammals 
should be given inherent hu-
man rights, such as having a 
healthy environment, to allow 
the restoration of their popu-
lations.

“The sound of our ancestor’s 
song has grown weaker, and 
her habitat is under threat, 
which is why we must act 
now,” King Tuheitia said in a 
rare public statement.

New Zealand has previous-
ly passed laws granting legal 
status to natural features such 
as rivers and mountains that 
are important to the Maori  
people.

The Mount Taranaki volca-
no and Whanganui River, both 
in New Zealand’s North Is-
land, are seen by the Maori as 
both ancestors and of spiritual 
i m p o r t a n c e.  T h e y  we re 
both granted personhood in  
2017.

The status has since been 
invoked to slow or overturn 
development projects and to 
force consultation with local 
groups.

King Tuheitia said granting 
whales the same status would 
act as “a cloak of protection 
for our taonga (treasure), our 
ancestor -- the whales”.

The statement was jointly is-
sued with the high chief of the 
neighbouring Cook Islands, 
Travel Tou Ariki.

The leaders are advocating 
for Indigenous knowledge to 
be combined with science for 
a “more holistic approach” to 
whale conservation.

Establishing protected ma-
rine areas would be a “crucial” 
step, they added.

The leaders want Polynesian 
nations who share “a love for 
the vast Pacific Ocean” to help.

“We can no longer turn a 
blind eye,” high chief Travel 
Tou Ariki said. “Whales play 
a vital role in the health of our 
entire ocean ecosystem. Their 
decline disrupts the delicate 
balance that sustains all life in 
Te Moana (the sea).”

“We must act with urgency 
to protect these magnificent 
creatures before it’s too late.”
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Going forward, all X 
accounts with over 

2500 verified subscriber 
followers will get Premi-
um features for free and 
accounts with over 5000 
will get Premium+ for free

@elonmusk

I began my visit to New 
Delhi upon @DrSJais-

hankar ’s invitation. The 
Ukrainian-Indian cooper-
ation is important and we 
will be reinvigorating ties. 
Building on the dialogue 
between @ZelenskyyUa 
and @NarendraModi , we 
will pay specific attention 
to the Peace Formula.

@DmytroKuleba

At the first-ever Global 
AI Summit last year, 

I laid out our vision for a 
future where AI advanc-
es the public interest. To 
help build that future, I 
am announcing our first 
government-wide policy 
to promote the safe, se-
cure, and responsible use 
of AI.

@VP

I can’t shake the heart-
break I witnessed while 

meeting with Palestine & 
Sudanese refugees during 
my Ramadan solidarity 
visit to Egypt & Jordan. 
But I will not give up. We 
must keep doing all we 
can to allow our com-
mon humanity to prevail 
in Gaza & other places 
around the world.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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News in brief 
 u Thailand ordered a close 
watch on livestock yesterday 
after an outbreak of anthrax 

in neighbouring Laos, where more than 50 
suspected human cases have been reported. 
Anthrax, which spreads through bacteria in soil, 
commonly infects grazing livestock and wild 
animals but can infect humans and be deadly in 
some cases. Thai Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin 
has ordered officials to closely monitor the 

disease and to “protect the public”. Humans can become infected by breathing in 
the spores, eating contaminated food or touching bacteria with broken skin, for 
instance when handling diseased animals..

 u The Bidens’ dogs 
grabbed headlines with their 
bad behavior, but “First 
Feline” Willow is getting a book all to 
herself. First Lady Jill Biden has written 
a children’s story about the short-haired 
tabby’s journey from a farm in Pennsylvania 
to the White House in 2022. With a June 
publication date, “Willow the White House 
Cat” will come out four months before 
President Joe Biden faces a bitter political 
catfight for reelection with Donald Trump.

 u Colombia 
said Wednesday 
it had ordered the 

expulsion of Argentine diplomats, after President 
Javier Milei called his Colombian counterpart 
Gustavo Petro a “terrorist” and “murderer.”. 
Colombia’s foreign ministry cited Milei’s “denigrating” 
remarks, which were made in an interview with CNN 
which has not yet been aired in full. “The Argentine 
president’s comments have deteriorated the trust 

of our nation, in addition to offending the dignity of President Petro, who was 
democratically elected,” the ministry said in a statement.

Thailand sounds alarm after 
anthrax outbreak in Laos

Colombia expels Argentine 
diplomats over Milei ‘terrorist’ remarks

Jill Biden writes children’s 
book about ‘First Feline’ Willow

Rescuers retrieve the carcass of a stranded fin whale in Christchurch (file 
photo)

Battles, bombardment in Gaza as 
Israel reschedules talks with US

Tensions rise as airstrikes persist despite calls for ceasefire and humanitarian

• Israeli PM faces 
mounting criticism 
over civilian casualties 
and dire conditions

AFP | Gaza

Battles and bombardment 
pounded the Gaza Strip 
yesterday, after Washing-

ton said Israel agreed to resched-
ule cancelled talks with tensions 
worsening between the allies.

United States criticism of Israe-
li Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu has mounted over Gaza’s 
civilian death toll, dire food short-
ages, and Israeli plans to push 
its ground offensive against Ha-
mas into the far-southern city 
of Rafah, which is packed with 
displaced civilians.

World leaders have warned 
against a Rafah offensive which 
they fear would worsen an al-
ready catastrophic humanitarian 
situation for the Palestinian terri-
tory’s 2.4 million residents.

The United Nations reported 
late Wednesday that famine “is 
ever closer to becoming a reality 

in northern Gaza,” and said the 
territory’s health system is col-
lapsing “due to ongoing hostilities 
and access constraints.”

Bombardment and fighting 
have continued despite a binding 
United Nations Security Coun-
cil resolution passed on Monday 
demanding an “immediate cease-
fire” in Gaza and the release of 
hostages held by Hamas.

Netanyahu scrapped an Israeli 
visit to Washington to discuss the 
Rafah plan, in protest of the UN 
ceasefire resolution from which 

the United States abstained, al-
lowing it to pass.

Netanyahu’s government has 
since backtracked and agreed “to 
reschedule the meeting dedicated 
to Rafah”, according to White 
House spokeswoman Karine 
Jean-Pierre.

She added that they were work-
ing to find a “convenient date”.

US officials say they plan to 
present Israel with an alterna-
tive for Rafah, focused on striking 
Hamas targets while limiting the 
civilian toll.

The war began when Hamas 
launched an unprecedented Octo-
ber 7 attack that resulted in about 
1,160 deaths in Israel, mostly civil-
ians, according to an AFP tally of 
Israeli official figures.

Israel’s retaliatory campaign 
has killed at least 32,490 people, 
most of them women and chil-
dren, according to the health min-
istry in Hamas-run Gaza.

The health ministry, in a pre-
liminary toll issued early yester-
day, said 66 people were killed 
overnight.

Fighting continued around 
three of the Strip’s hospitals, rais-
ing fears for patients, medical 
staff and displaced people inside 
them.

The Al-Amal hospital in Khan 
Yunis, near Rafah, “has ceased to 
function completely”, the Pales-
tine Red Crescent said earlier this 
week, following the evacuation of 
civilians from the medical centre.

Israel’s military accuses Hamas 
fighters of hiding in medical facil-
ities and using civilians as shields.

Early yesterday, the army said 
Hamas had been firing on troops 
“from within and outside the 
emergency ward at Al-Shifa hos-
pital in Gaza City.

Troops began raiding Al-Shifa 
early last week, and on Wednes-
day night carried out an air strike 
on the emergency ward “while 
avoiding harm to civilians, pa-
tients, and medical teams,” the 
army said.

The UN has reported “intensive 
exchanges of fire between the Is-
raeli military and armed Palestin-
ians”. It cited the health ministry 
as saying the army has confined 
medical staff and patients to one 
building, not allowing them to 
leave.

A man walks with a bicycle loaded with blankets and cushions past destroyed 
buildings along a street in Gaza City

Marcos says Philippines will not 
be ‘cowed into silence’ by China
AFP | Manila

President Ferdinand Marcos 
said yesterday the Philip-

pines will not be “cowed into 
silence” by Beijing after con-
frontations in the South China 
Sea that injured Filipino troops 
and damaged vessels.

Marcos’s remarks came as 
China blamed the Philippines 
for raising tensions in the hot-
ly contested waterway, which 
Beijing claims almost entirely.

Beijing and Manila have a 
long history of maritime terri-
torial disputes in the South Chi-
na Sea and there have been re-
peated confrontations between 
their vessels near disputed reefs 
in recent months.

Manila summoned a Chinese 
envoy over the latest incident 
near Second Thomas Shoal in 
the Spratly Islands, which oc-
curred last Saturday during a 
Philippine mission to resupply 
troops garrisoned on the BRP 
Sierra Madre, a grounded navy 
ship.

The Philippines said the Chi-
na Coast Guard blocked its sup-
ply vessel and damaged it with 
water cannon, injuring three 
soldiers.

The China Coast Guard has 
defended its actions, describ-
ing them as “lawful regulation, 
interception and expulsion” of 
a foreign vessel that “tried to 
forcefully intrude” into Chinese 
waters.

Beijing has urged Manila 

to “pull back from the brink” 
and stop “provoking trouble 
at sea”, but Marcos hit back  
yesterday.

“We seek no conflict with 
any nation, more so nations 
that purport and claim to be 
our friends but we will not be 
cowed into silence, submission, 
or subservience,” Marcos said 
in a statement.

He said the Philippines 
would respond with a “coun-
termeasure package that is pro-
portionate, deliberate, and rea-
sonable in the face of the open, 
unabating, and illegal, coercive, 
aggressive, and dangerous at-
tacks by agents of the China 
Coast Guard and the Chinese 
Maritime Militia”.

“Filipinos do not yield,” Mar-
cos said.

China claims almost the en-
tire South China Sea, brush-
ing off rival claims from other 
countries, including the Phil-
ippines, as well as an interna-
tional ruling that its assertion 
has no legal basis.

Among the claimants, Chi-
na has been the most asser-
tive, deploying ships to pa-
trol the waters and building 
artificial islands which it has  
militarised.

Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos inspecting a high mobility artillery 
rocket system (file photo)

Israeli tanks and 
armoured vehicles have 
also massed around the 

Nasser Hospital, the 
health ministry said, 

adding that shots were 
fired but no raid had 
yet been launched

KNOW WHAT

We seek no conflict 
with any nation, 

more so nations that 
purport and claim to 
be our friends but we 
will not be cowed into 

silence, submission, or 
subservience

FERDINAND MARCOS

French bill seeks 
to ban hair 
discrimination 
affecting black women

AFP | Paris

Four people, including 
a teenage girl, were 

killed and at least five in-
jured after a man went on a 
stabbing spree at multiple 
addresses in the US state 
of Illinois, police have said.

The stabbings took place 
on Wednesday afternoon, 
Rockford city police said 
in a statement, adding that 
a 22-year-old suspect was 
taken into custody.

The statement did not say 
anything about a possible 
motive.

Rockford is located about 
90 miles northwest of Chi-
cago.

Those killed included a 
15-year-old girl, a 63-year-
old woman and two men 
aged 49 and 22, according 
to the police.

The police statement said 
that five people had been 
wounded, but US media lat-
er cited the police saying 
seven wounded.

French former government 
spokesperson Sibeth Ndiaye, 
hairstyle was disparaged online, 
speaks in parliament (file photo)

Four killed in US 
stabbing spree

AFP | Chicago

Four people, including 
a teenage girl, were 

killed and at least five in-
jured after a man went on 
a stabbing spree at mul-
tiple addresses in the US 
state of Illinois, police have  
said.

The stabbings took place 
on Wednesday afternoon, 
Rockford city police said 
in a statement, adding that 
a 22-year-old suspect was 
taken into custody.

The statement did not say 
anything about a possible 
motive.

Rockford is located about 
90 miles northwest of Chi-
cago.

Those killed included a 
15-year-old girl, a 63-year-
old woman and two men 
aged 49 and 22, according 
to the police.

The police statement said 
that five people had been 
wounded, but US media lat-
er cited the police saying 
seven wounded.

Japan drugmaker 
reports two more deaths 
in supplement scare

AFP | Tokyo

A Japanese drugmaker whose 
dietary supplements are at the 

centre of a growing health scare 
reported yesterday two more 
deaths potentially related to its  
tablets.

Last week, Kobayashi Pharma-
ceutical recalled three supplement 
brands -- “Beni Koji Choleste Help” 
and two others -- after customer 
complaints of kidney problems.

The over-the-counter products 
contain an ingredient called red 
yeast rice, or “beni koji”, which is 
supposed to help lower cholesterol.

Yesterday ’s announcement 
brings the total number of deaths 
under investigation by the com-
pany and health ministry to four, 
with more than 100 other people 
hospitalised.

“We were told yesterday by a 
bereaved family that a person who 
had been using Choleste Help had 
passed away due to kidney disease,” 
the drugmaker said in a statement.

It added it had been told sep-
arately that another person who 
had used Choleste Help in recent 
years had died.

“We are in the process of con-
firming the facts and causal rela-
tionships in both of these cases,” 
the statement said.

People enter to the Kobayashi 
Pharmaceutical’s annual general meeting 
of shareholders in Osaka 

845 1549 1901 1947
Paris is sacked by Viking raiders, 
probably under Ragnar Lodbrok, 
who collects a huge ransom in 
exchange for leaving

The city of 
Salvador da Bahia, 
the first capital of 
Brazil, is founded

Edmund Barton is 
elected Prime Minister 
in Australia’s first 
parliamentary election

Chinese farmers discover the Terracotta 
Army near Xi’an, 8,000 clay warrior 
statues buried to guard the tomb of 
China’s 1st emperor, Qin Shi Huang

C U R I O S E R  &  C U R I O S E R

Bhutanese government confers highest civilian award on Narendra Modi
AFP | New Delhi

The Bhutanese government 
on Friday conferred Order 

of the Druk Gyalpo,the highest 
civilian honour of the Himala-
yan nation, on visiting Indian 
PM Narendra Modi.

He posted on X: “Honoured 
to be conferred with ‘Order of 
the Druk Gyalpo’ Award by Bhu-
tan. I dedicate it to 140 crore 
Indians.”

He is the first foreign head 
of government to receive the 
honour.

Earlier, Modi thanked peo-
ple of Bhutan and his Bhuta-
nese counterpart Tshering To-
bgay for the ‘warm welcome’ 
he received at the airport after 
reached the country.

Modi will be visiting Bhutan 
from March 22 to March 23.

“The visit is in keeping with 
the tradition of regular high-lev-
el exchanges between India and 

Bhutan and the Government’s 
emphasis on its Neighbourhood 
First Policy,” read a statement 
issued by the Prime Minister’s 
Office.

After his arrival in Bhutan, the 
Indian PM posted on X: “Thank 
you for the warm welcome to 
Bhutan, PM @tsheringtobgay. 
May India-Bhutan friendship 
keep scaling new heights.”

During the visit, the Prime 
Minister will receive audi-
ence with King Jigme Khesar 
Namgyel Wangchuck and Jigme 
Singye Wangchuck, the Fourth 
King of Bhutan.

The Prime Minister will also 
hold talks with the Prime Min-
ister of Bhutan Tshering Tobgay.

Prime Minister will inaugu-
rate the Gyaltsuen Jetsun Pema 
Mother and Child Hospital in 
Thimphu, a state-of-the-art 
hospital, built with the assis-
tance of the Government of In-
dia in Thimphu.

Macron and Lula’s ‘bromance’ sets social media fans alight
AFP | Rio De Janeiro

Wedding photos or a diplo-
matic visit? The apparent 

“bromance” between French 
President Emmanuel Macron 
and his Brazilian counterpart 
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva has set 
social media fans alight.

During his three-day visit to 
Brazil, 46-year-old Macron was 
pictured smiling and warmly 
embracing Lula, 78, during a trip 
to the Amazonian rainforest.

Many of the images have since 
circulated wildly among social 
media users in Brazil alongside 
montages and witty comments.

One picture showing the 
leaders raising their arms un-
derneath a large tree has been 

edited to show them holding red 
balloons in the shape of a heart.

Another portrays the pair 
hand in hand, smiling as they 
look at the horizon while float-
ing in a boat along the Amazon 

River.
“They are going to marry in 

the Amazon and have their hon-
eymoon in Paris,” joked one user 
on X, while others said pictures 
from the trip could make up a 

wedding album.
Macron’s warm relations with 

Lula mark a departure from the 
frosty ties between the French 
leader and Brazil’s former right-
wing president Jair Bolsonaro, 
who led the country from 2019 
to 2022.

His trip, which was to end 
yesterday in Brasilia when he 
meets Lula at the presidential 
palace, saw the two leaders an-
nounce a billion-dollar green in-
vestment plan for the Amazon.

France, the seventh-largest 
economy in the world, and Bra-
zil, the ninth-largest, are con-
sidered key players in a geopo-
litical scene marked by rivalry 
between China and the United 
States.

India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi (L) and Bhutan’s King Jigme Khesar 
Namgyel Wangchuck during a meeting

Brazil President Lula and French President Emmanuel Macron hold hands as 
they share a bilateral meeting while sailing at Guajara Bay off Belem, Brazil

Exercise Tiger Triumph: Indian, US forces train together 
for joint sub-conventional Operations in HADR
ANI | Visakhapatnam 

As part of the Exercise Tiger 
Triumph, Indian Army, US 

Marines and US Army National 
Guard train together for joint 
sub-conventional operations in 
Humanitarian Assistance and 
Disaster Relief scenario.

In a post on X, Indian Army 
stated, “Exercise #TigerTri-
umph 2024 Witness the syn-
ergy as #IndianArmy, #USMa-
rines and #USArmy National 
Guard train together for joint 
sub-conventional operations 
in Humanitarian Assistance & 
Disaster Relief #HADR scenar-
ios. Collaboration at its finest, 
ensuring swift and effective re-
sponse in times of crisis.”

Exercise ‘Tiger Triumph 
2024’, a bilateral, triservice 
exercise, is being held India 
and the US. The harbour phase 
of the exercise is ongoing in 
Vishakhapatnam. The opening 
ceremony of the exercise took 
place onboard INS Jalashwa on 
March 19.

Robust strategic partnership
“The exercise represents the 

robust strategic partnership 
between both countries and 
aims to share best practices and 
Standard Operating Procedures 
in undertaking multinational 
HADR operations,” the Ministry 
of Defence said in an official 
release.

The Harbour Phase of the 
exercise is being conducted at 
Visakhapatnam from March 
18-25 and will include pre-sail 
discussions, Subject Matter Ex-
pert Exchange on professional 

subjects and deliberations on 
planning and execution proce-
dures of various tasks. Sports 
engagements are also sched-
uled as a part of the drills to en-
hance the camaraderie between 
the defence forces of India and 
the US.

“Sports engagements are 
also scheduled to further en-
hance camaraderie between 
the participating armed forc-
es personnel of both nations. 
The Sea phase, from 26 to 31 
Mar 24, would include units of 
both countries setting up a joint 
Command and Control Centre 
and a Joint Relief and Medical 
Camp,” the official release read.

Significantly, the partici-
pating units from the Indian 
Navy include a Landing Plat-
form Dock, Landing Ship Tanks 
(Large) including their integral 

Landing Crafts and helicopters, 
guided missile Frigate and Long 
Range Maritime Reconnais-
sance Aircraft.

The Indian Army is being 
represented by one infantry 
battalion group, including 
mechanised forces, whereas the 
Indian Air Force has deployed 
its medium-lift aircraft, trans-
port helicopters and a Rapid 
Action Medical Team (RAMT).

Additionally, the Special 
Ops Forces from all three ser-
vices are participating in the 
exercise. Meanwhile, the US 
Task Force comprises a US 
Navy Landing Platform Dock, 
including its integral Landing 
Craft Air Cushions and heli-
copters, a destroyer, maritime 
reconnaissance and medium 
lift aircraft, and, as well as  
Marines. 

Indian Army, US Marines, US Army train together during Exercise Tiger 
Triumph

Police officers on scene after the 
stabbing


