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HISTORY
Portuguese naviga-
tor Ferdinand Magel-
lan begins crossing 
the Pacific Ocean

The Times of London first printed by automatic, 
steam powered presses built by German inventors 
Friedrich Koenig and Andreas Friedrich Bauer - 
makes newspapers available to a mass audience

US-born Lady Nancy Astor 
elected as the 1st female 
member of the British House 
of Commons

1st radio pulsars detected by Brit-
ish postgraduate Jocelyn Bell Bur-
nell and her supervisor Antony 
Hewish at Cambridge University
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Thankful for our farm 
workers and food 

bank staff whose hard 
work has put food on 
the tables for millions 
of families across our 
country.

@KamalaHarris

This Native American 
Heritage Day, we 

give thanks to our Indig-
enous communities and 
their ancestors. As we 
celebrate their rich her-
itage and contributions, 
let’s commit to writing 
a new future together 
— one built on a strong 
partnership and filled 
with opportunity for all.

@JoeBiden

Had an excellent dis-
cussion with my 

friend, UK PM @Boris-
Johnson on an ambitious 
roadmap for India-UK ties 
in the next decade. We 
agreed to work towards 
a quantum leap in our 
cooperation in all areas 
- trade & investment, de-
fence & security, climate 
change, and fighting Cov-
id-19..

@narendramodi

Biden can only enter 
the White House 

as President if he can 
prove that his ridicu-
lous “80,000,000 votes” 
were not fraudulently or 
illegally obtained. When 
you see what happened 
in Detroit, Atlanta, Phil-
adelphia & Milwaukee, 
massive voter fraud, 
he’s got a big unsolvable 
problem!

@realDonaldTrump

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)

02

Rare and ‘ancient’ whale skeleton discovered in Thailand
BBC | Bangkok

An almost perfectly preserved 
whale skeleton thought to 

be between 3,000 and 5,000 
years old has been discovered 
in Thailand.

The bones were found in early 
November some 12km (7.5 miles) 
off the coast just to the west of 
Bangkok.

The 12m (39ft) long skeleton 
is thought to be that of a Bryde’s 
whale.

Experts hope the find might 
provide “a window into the 
past,” especially for research on 

sea levels and biodiversity.
The partially fossilised bones 

are “a rare find,” mammal re-
searcher Marcus Chua of the 
National University of Singa-

pore told the BBC.
“There are few whale subfos-

sils in Asia,” he said, and even 
fewer ones are “in such good 
condition”.

Pictures shared by Thailand’s 
environment minister Varawut 
Silpa-archa show the bones ap-
parently almost entirely intact.

According to the politician, 
more than 80% of the skeleton 
have so far been recovered, in-
cluding vertebrae, ribs, fins and 
one shoulder blade.

The skeleton’s head alone 
is estimated to be about 3m in 
length.

Maradona buried as world 
mourns flawed soccer great
Diego Maradona was buried amid a global outpouring of grief from the streets of 
Buenos Aires to Naples in Italy

• Fans waving Argentina flags 
had gathered along roads as 
Maradona’s funeral car drove 
by under heavy security

Reuters | Buenos Aires

Diego Maradona was buried in a pri-
vate ceremony attended by only two 
dozen people — a stark contrast to 

earlier in the day when tens of thousands 
of weeping fans filed past his coffin for 
hours in an observance that mixed head-
of-state-like honours with the chaos of a 
rowdy stadium.

Only family members and close friends 
were permitted at Jardin Bella Vista cem-
etery for the final religious ceremony and 
burial of Maradona next to the graves of his 
parents, Dalma and Diego.

Fans waving Argentina flags had gath-
ered along roads as Maradona’s funeral 
car drove by under heavy security. Many 
tried to touch the vehicle whenever it was 
stopped by traffic.

The earlier viewing at the Argentinian 
presidential mansion was halted shortly 
before 6pm, 12 hours after it started, as 
Maradona’s family wished and the body of 
the Argentinian icon was taken away for 
burial, frustrating many who were waiting 
to pay their respects and causing new ten-
sions at the gates of the cemetery.

Fans, some draped in the national flag, 
sang soccer anthems as they formed a line 
that stretched more than 20 blocks from 
the Plaza de Mayo, where Argentinians 
gathered to celebrate the Maradona-led 
triumph in the 1986 World Cup.

But with the time for viewing the coffin 
at the presidential palace drawing short, 
police moved to cut off the back end of the 
crowd, enraging fans who hurled rocks and 
other objects at officers, who responded 
with rubber bullets.

The crowd overwhelmed organisers 
and the violence resulted in injuries and 
arrests, which led Maradona’s family to 
end the public visitation. The casket was 
placed in a car that carried the former 
footballer’s name on a paperboard by the  
window.

Desperate to say goodbye, Maradona’s 
fans climbed on the fences of the presi-
dential mansion as if they were in a soccer 
stadium, while firefighters worked to clear 
the ground.

Belgium tries 
Iranian diplomat 
over bomb plot 

AFP | Paris

An Iranian diplomat 
goes on trial in Bel-

gium accused of plotting to 
bomb an opposition rally 
outside Paris, in a case that 
has stoked tensions with 
Tehran.

The case shines anoth-
er uncomfortable light on 
Iran’s international activi-
ties just as it hopes to ease 
tensions with the United 
States after President Don-
ald Trump tore up the 2015 
nuclear deal signed by both 
countries and other world 
powers.

It also comes a day after 
a prisoner swap that saw 
the release of three Iranians 
jailed over a 2012 bomb plot 
in Thailand, in exchange for 
the freeing of an Australi-
an-British lecturer impris-
oned by Tehran for alleged 
spying.

In June 2018, Belgian 
authorities thwarted what 
they said was an attempt 
to smuggle explosives to 
France to attack a meet-
ing of one of Iran’s exiled 
opposition movements. 
Later that year, the French 
government accused Iran’s 
intelligence service of be-
ing behind the operation, a 
charge the Islamic republic 
has furiously denied.

Assadollah Assadi,  a 
48-year-old Iranian diplo-
mat formerly based in Vi-
enna, faces life in prison if 
convicted.

The National Council of 
Resistance in Iran (NCRI), 
which includes the Peo-
ple’s Mojahedin of Iran or 
(MEK), organised a rally in 
Villepinte outside Paris on 
June 30, 2018. Several well-
known international figures 
-- including Trump lawyer 
Rudy Giuliani and former 
British officials as well as 
Franco-Colombian former 
senator Ingrid Betancourt 
-- and NCRI leader Maryam 
Rajavi were to attend

Iranian opposition supporters 
attended the annual meeting of 
the NCRI near Paris (file photo)

News in brief 
 u Thousands of 
democracy activists 
blocked a major 

junction in Bangkok to rehearse “coup 
prevention” strategies in the latest 
round of Thailand’s anti-government 
protests. The country has for months been 
rocked by youth-led protests demanding a 
new constitution, reform of the untouchable 
monarchy, and for Prime Minister Prayut 

Chan-O-Cha to resign. Prayut, who came to power in a 2014 coup, this week 
played down the prospects of being overthrown or introducing martial law.

 u 
Thousands 
of Sudanese 
packed into the city of Omdurman for the 
funeral of Sadiq al-Mahdi, Sudan’s last 
democratically elected prime minister, 
who died from the coronavirus at the 
age of 84. Mourners in traditional white 
garments, mostly wearing masks, wept and 
waved national flags ahead of prayers for the 
two-time prime minister, who was a central 
figure in Sudan’s political and spiritual life for more than half a century.

 u Tens of thousands 
of supporters of Shiite 
cleric Moqtada Sadr 

packed the streets of the Iraqi capital 
in a show of force as preparations 
ramp up for June parliamentary 
elections. Despite the novel coronavirus 
pandemic, tens of thousands gathered 
shoulder-to-shoulder for noon Muslim 
prayers in Baghdad’s Tahrir Square, 
spilling out into the surrounding streets. 
The Sadrist movement had called for 

protests to back the reform of what it says is Iraq’s corrupt state, but its populist 
leader has also been making moves ahead of next year’s vote. 

u Swiss politicians 
have voiced outrage 
and demanded an 
investigation after revelations that a second Swiss encryption company 
was allegedly used by the CIA and its German counterpart to spy on 
governments worldwide. A first investigation had revealed back in February 
an elaborate, decades-long set-up, in which the CIA and its German counterpart 
creamed off the top-secret communications of governments through their hidden 
control of a Swiss encryption company called Crypto.

 u The French 
lower house of 
parliament approved 

a law banning discrimination based on a person’s accent, calling the 
practice “a form of racism”. The text, overwhelmingly adopted by 98 votes to 3, 
adds accents to the list of causes of actionable discrimination, along with racism, 
sexism and discrimination against the disabled. The maximum penalty proposed 
in the new legislation is three years’ imprisonment and a fine of 45,000 euros.

Thai protesters practise 
‘coup prevention’ in latest rally

Tens of thousands of Sadr 
supporters pack Iraqi capital

Report claims CIA controlled 
second Swiss encryption firm

Thousands attend funeral of Sudan’s 
last democratically elected PM

France outlaws discrimination 
based on regional accents

AstraZeneca CEO expects to run new global trial of COVID-19 vaccine
Reuters | London

AstraZeneca is likely to run 
an additional global trial to 

assess the efficacy of its COVID-19 
vaccine using a lower dosage, its 
chief executive was quoted as 
saying amid questions over the 
results of its late-stage study.

Instead of adding the trial to an 
ongoing US process, AstraZene-

ca might launch a fresh study to 
evaluate a lower dosage of its vac-
cine that performed better than 
a full dosage, Pascal Soriot told 
Bloomberg News.

“Now that we’ve found what 
looks like a better efficacy we 
have to validate this, so we need 
to do an additional study,” he said, 
adding that the new, likely global, 

study could be faster because it 
would need fewer subjects as the 
efficacy was already known to 
be high.

The news comes as AstraZene-
ca faces questions about its suc-
cess rate that some experts say 
could hinder its chances of get-
ting speedy US and EU regulatory 
approval.

Funeral workers’ selfies with body of Maradona spark outrage
Yahoo | Buenos Aires

Funeral workers in Argentina 
have received death threats 

after taking photos with Diego 
Maradona’s body.

The football legend died on 
Wednesday at the age of 60 after 
suffering a heart attack at his 
home outside Buenos Aires.

Tens of thousands filed past 
Maradona’s body  as the sport-
ing icon was farewelled by 
friends, family and the general 
public.

Argentines were left disgust-

ed earlier in the day when two 
photos emerged on social media 
showing funeral workers pos-
ing for photos with Maradona’s 
body.

One man can be seen giving 
a thumbs up as his other hand 
rests on Maradona’s head, while 
the other shows a younger man 
smiling and also giving a thumbs 
up.

The manager of the Sepelios 
Pinier funeral parlour has since 
spoken of his disgust, saying 
the men were “outsourced em-
ployees”.

Denmark mulls exhuming mink carcasses
Denmark wants to dig up ‘zombie mink’ that resurfaced from mass graves

• Denmark’s 
government wants 
to dig up mink that 
were culled to prevent 
the spread of the 
coronavirus, after some 
resurfaced from graves

Reuters | Washington

Denmark’s government said  
yesterday that it was con-
sidering digging up and 

cremating the hastily buried car-
casses of millions of culled minks 
in the latest twist to a virus-linked 
farming scandal that has shaken 
the government.

After a mutated version of the 
novel coronavirus was found 
in the animals, Prime Minister 
Mette Frederiksen announced 
a cull in early November of the 
estimated 15 to 17 million minks 
in the Scandinavian nation, the 
world’s biggest exporter of their 
fur.

Once a mass gassing pro-
gramme had already begun, a 
court challenge to the order found 
that the executive’s decision had 
no legal basis, leading to the resig-
nation of the agriculture minister.

Now problems have emerged 
with the disposal of the dead ani-
mals amid fears that phosphorus 
and nitrogen could be released 
in large quantities into the soil 

surrounding mass graves due to 
the decomposition process.

Denmark’s new minister for 
agriculture, Rasmus Prehn, yes-
terday expressed his backing of 
the idea of exhuming the culled 
minks and burning them, while 
saying such a move would need 
the approval of the country’s en-
vironment agency.

“The desire to get rid of the 
minks and burned I have had 
since the first day I heard of it,” 
he told broadcaster TV2.

A majority of the Danish par-
liament, where the idea has been 
debated, supports the idea.

Earlier this week, in the west-
ern Holstebro municipality, gases 
released during the decomposi-
tion process started to push the 
carcasses back to the surface of 
a burial pit that was too shallow.

On Thursday, Prime Minister 
Frederik wiped away tears and 
apologised for the handling of 
the crisis as she visited one of the 
affected mink farmers.

“I don’t have any issues with 
apologising for the course of 
events, because mistakes have 
been made,” Frederiksen, told 
broadcaster TV2

The cull was ordered out of 

fears that a mutated coronavi-
rus found in mink would render 
vaccines against the disease less 
effective.

Last week, the Danish govern-
ment concluded that the potential 
threat to human vaccines was 
“very likely extinguished”, in the 
absence of any new cases of the 
mutated version.

More than 10 million minks 
have already been culled in the 
Scandinavian country, according 
to the latest tally.

Dead mink being disposed in a military area near Holstebro in Denmark (file photo)

Brazil’s Bolsonaro says he will 
not take coronavirus vaccine
Reuters | London

Brazilian President Jair 
Bolsonaro said evening 

that he will not take a coro-
navirus vaccine, the latest in 
a series of statements he has 
made expressing skepticism to-
ward coronavirus vaccination  
programs.

In statements broadcast live 
over multiple social media plat-
forms, the right-wing leader 
added that Congress was un-
likely to require Brazilians to 
take a vaccine.

Brazil has the second highest 
number of coronavirus deaths 
in the world, and Bolsonaro has 
for months played down the seri- ousness of the pandemic despite 

being infected with the virus in 
July.

“I’m telling you, I’m not going 
to take it. It’s my right,” he said.

Bolsonaro also expressed 
skepticism over the effectiveness 
of mask wearing in the broad-
cast, implying there was little 
conclusive evidence of the effec-

tiveness of masks in stemming 
the transmission of the virus.

The president has repeatedly 
said Brazilians will not be re-
quired to be vaccinated when 
a coronavirus vaccine becomes 
widely available. In October, he 
joked on Twitter that vaccina-
tion would be required only for 
his dog.

S Korea foils 
North’s attempt 
to hack COVID-19 
vaccine makers
AFP | Seoul

South Korea’s intelligence 
agency foiled North Kore-

an attempts to hack into South 
Korean companies develop-
ing coronavirus vaccines, the 
News1 agency reported yes-
terday, citing a member of the 
parliamentary intelligence 
committee.

Lawmaker Ha Tae-keung 
said after being briefed by 
the National Intelligence Ser-
vice that the agency did not 
specify how many and which 
drugmakers were targeted but 
said there was no damage from 
the hacking attempts, News1  
said.

Last week, Microsoft said 
hackers working for the Rus-
sian and North Korean govern-
ments have tried to break into 
the networks of seven pharma-
ceutical companies and vaccine 
researchers in South Korea, 
Canada, France, India and the 
United States.

Brazil’s President Jair Bolsonaro attends a ceremony at the Planalto Palace in 
Brasilia

Photos taken by funeral workers beside Maradona’s coffin

The skeleton of the whale found in Thailand

The coffin with the remains of late Argentine football legend Diego Armando Maradona is carried by his 
family and friends at the Jardin Bella Vista cemetery, in Buenos Aires

Dead mink were 
tipped into trenches 
at a military area in 
western Denmark 

and covered with two 
metres of soil. But 

hundreds have begun 
resurfacing, pushed 
out of the ground by 

what authorities say is 
gas from their decom-
position. Newspapers 
have referred to them 
as the “zombie mink”

KNOW WHAT

I’m telling you, I’m 
not going to take it. 

It’s my right
JAIR BOLSONARO

12m
long skeleton is thought to 
be that of a Bryde’s whale 
which could be between 

3,000 and 5,000 years old

Hundreds of fans blocked entry 
to the cemetery before the 

arrival of Maradona’s casket, 
dancing and chanting as police 

moved in to open a way. The 
crowd continued making noise 
after the final ceremony began

KNOW WHAT
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+334,893 

+6,863 

Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 114,475 6,596 102,268 5,611

Saudi 
Arabia

356,691 +302 5,857 +17 345,622 5,212

UAE 165,250 +1,283 567 +3 152,708 11,975

Kuwait 141,876 +329 874 +2 135,303 5,699

Oman 122,579 1,391 113,856 7,332

Qatar 138,250 +184 237 135,370 2,643

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 13,285,319 269,845

2 India 9,325,786 135,906

3 Brazil 6,209,404 171,564

4 Russia 2,215,533 38,558

5 France 2,183,660 50,957

6 Spain 1,646,192 44,668

7 UK 1,589,301 57,551

8 Italy 1,538,217 53,677

9 Argentina 1,399,431 37,941

10 Colombia 1,280,487 36,019

11 Mexico 1,078,594 104,242

12 Germany 1,013,582 15,911

13 Poland 958,416 16,147

14 Peru 956,347 35,785

G l o b a l  t a l l y

C O V I D - 1 9  C o u n t r i e s  w o r s t  a f f e c t e d

Figures as of closing


