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13,000 violations! 
• Leaving scrap and 
‘For sale’ cars topped 
the violations

• Capital municipality 
topped the total 
number of violations

TDT | Manama 

More than 13,000 viola-
tions related to Public 
cleanliness law were 

recorded by the Ministry of 
Works in the Kingdom, said the 
Works Minister. 

The Minister was replying to 
a question by the Representative 
Muhammad Khalifa Abu Ham-
moud in the Parliament. 

Essam Khalaf, the Minister 
of Works, Municipalities Af-
fairs and Urban Planning, said 
altogether they recorded 13,517 
violation  in the capital secre-
tariat and municipalities in line 
with the Cleanliness Law No. 10 
of 2019, the Minister said. 

The law issued in May 2019 
imposes a fine of up to BD300 
for violating norms related to 
public cleanliness. Littering, 
urinating or spitting are some 
of the violations that are heavily 
fined by the law. The law im-
poses higher fines of up to BD1, 
000 for transporting garbage or 
dangerous substances without 
a license.

According to the Minister, 
most of the violations were in 
the Capital municipality, where 

officials registered 6,063 cas-
es. There were 2825 violations 
in the Muharraq, 2,548 in the 
northern region, and 2,081 in 

the Southern Region.
Majority of the violations, the 

Minister said, were related to 
the placing of scrap car and cars 
for sale in public places. “These 
amounted to 6,177 cases.”

Closely following was dump-
ing construction waste in public 
places. Officials recorded 4,537 
cases in this regard. 

Works ministry officials also 
registered 1,870 cases for throw-
ing waste and wastewater in 
public. Violations related to ag-
ricultural waste amounts to 932. 

The Minister also explained 
that the Ministry now employs 
42 inspectors to detect viola-
tions related to public hygiene. 
“All of them have the status of 
a Judicial control officer,” the 
Minister said. 

Breaking down further, the 
Minister said there are eight 
inspectors in the Capital munic-
ipality, 12 each in the Muharraq 
and the northern region, and ten 
officers in the Southern Region. 

The violators are obliged to 
pay one-third of the maximum 
fine determined before filing a 
criminal case and two-thirds of 
the fine determined after filing 
a case, and before the verdict 
is issued.

Violators are also required to 
bear the expenses incurred for 
removing the violations, “If he 
refuses to remove it within the 
specified time.”

The Minister also explained 
that the Ministry is working 
to strengthen the supervision, 
inspection and awareness cam-
paigns to ensure strict compli-
ance with the Cleanliness Law 
No. 10 of 2019. 

In this regard, the Ministry 
said it conducted several cam-
paigns including the “Your Mis-
sion with Us” to raise awareness 
among citizens and residents to 
improve the level of hygienist in 
the country, 

The Nabiha campaign in the 
Northern region, your furni-
ture campaign in the Southern 
District to limit the throwing 
of used furniture in open plac-
es and “We license you” in the 
Northern Region to educate cit-
izens and residents about the 
harms and dangers of random 
construction. 

Minister Khalaf affirmed that 
the Ministry would carry out 
inspection campaigns at a rate 
of two per week to ensuring the 
implementation of the law and 
its adherence. 

Capital 

Muharraq

Northern

Southern

Officers

Total violations

The Ministry 
now employs 42 

inspectors to detect 
violations related to 
public cleanliness. 

All of them have the 
status of a Judicial 

control officer
ESSAM KHALAF, THE MINISTER OF 

WORKS, MUNICIPALITIES AFFAIRS AND 
URBAN PLANNING

“Aseel”: Public schools come through with flying colours 
TDT | Manama 

Bahrain’s Public high schools 
took most of the top ranks 

in the “Aseel” competition 
for the 2019/2020 academic  
year. 

The competition by Labour 
Fund Tamkeen in cooperation 
with the Ministry of Educa-
tion focused Private and Public 
schools in the Kingdom. 

The event was for creating 
school initiatives and projects 
that enhance the professional 
behaviours and skills for the la-
bour market. 

In the “Events Organisa-
tion” category, first place went 
to Jidhafs Secondary School 
for Girls, second place to Al 
Shorouk Secondary School 
for Girls, and third place to 
Al Iman Private School for  

Girls.
In the category (Graphic Vid-

eo Company), Khawla Second-
ary School for Girls won the 

first place, Al Naeem Secondary 
School for Boys came second, 

and the third place went to Al 
Tadamon Secondary School for 
Girls. 

In the (Employment Compa-
ny) category, Al-Noor Interna-
tional Private School won the 
first place, Al-Ahd Al-Zahir Sec-
ondary for Girls second place, 
and Al-Noor Secondary for Girls 

ranked third.
Suha Hamada, director of the 

Jidhafs Secondary School for 
Girls, said victory is the result 
of the 24 participating students 
coming up with quality activities 
refining their personality and 
highlighting them to meet the 
challenges of the labour market.

Pictures courtesy of the Ministry of Education 

The students of New Millennium School DPS celebrated the Mathematics Week with an array of activities. Students of all the grades from KG to XII took part. They made 3D shapes, graphical designs, mathematical models, played with numbers and 
shapes, and connected Math to beautiful craft designs and patterns and envisioned a world filled with geometric similarities, constructions and theorems. Chairman Dr Ravi Pillai, Managing Director Geetha Pillai and Principal, Arun Kuumar Sharma 
complimented the students and teachers for their excellent feat in the Maths Week

NMS-DPS holds Mathematics week

BIA was ready 
since March, says 
Minister 

TDT | Manama

Bahrain International Airport was ready for operation 
since March 2020, revealed Transport Minister. 

The minister was responding to a question raised by 
Ahmed Al-Haddad, a member of the Shura Council.

The project was completed on time and was ready for in-
auguration as planned, said Kamal Ahmed, the Minister of 
Transportation and Communications. 

However, the current extraordinary situation caused by the 
deadly coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic derailed it. 

Kamal Ahmed said the ministry is currently awaiting direc-
tives for the official inauguration and start of operations. 

The 210,000-square-meter passenger terminal building, four 
times larger than the current facility, is expected to reinforce 
the Kingdom’s key position in the Middle Eastern air trans-
portation space. 

The US$1.1 billion facility, reportedly, is capable of handling 
130,000 air traffic movements a year and 4,700 bags per hour. 

The new facility developed using high-tech standards is also 
expected to increase BIA’s capacity to 14 million passengers 
per year. 

In 2018, according to reports, the current facility handled 
about nine million travellers and 624,000 flights, which is a 7 
per cent and 4 pc increase, respectively, from a year ago. 

Picture courtesy of ME construction news
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Sputnik V is claimed 

to be 91.4 per cent 
effective on day 28 and 
over 95pc effective on 

day 42.
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Libra to launch as 
early as January 
but scaled back: FT
Reuters | London

Facebook’s Libra cryptocur-
rency is readying to launch 

as early as January, the Finan-
cial Times reported yesterday, 
citing three unidentified peo-
ple involved in the project.

The Geneva-based Libra As-
sociation that will issue and 
govern Libra plans to launch 
a single digital coin backed by 
the dollar, the FT said, citing 
one of the people.

The move would represent 
an even bigger scaling-back of 
the project’s ambitions than 
that proposed in April in re-
sponse to a regulatory and 
political backlash against the 
project.

Libra, unveiled by Facebook 
Inc last year, was relaunched 
in slimmed-down form after 
regulators and central banks 
across the world raised con-

cerns it could upset financial 
stability and erode mainstream 
power over money.

The Libra Association, of 
which Facebook is one of 27 
members, is seeking the go-
ahead from Switzerland’s mar-
kets watchdog to issue a series 
of stablecoins backed by indi-
vidual traditional currencies, 
as well as a token based on the 
currency-pegged stablecoins.

Yet under the body’s new 
plan, other coins backed by 
traditional currencies, as well 
as the composite, would be 
introduced at a later date, the 
FT said.

The Libra Association did 
not immediately reply to a re-
quest for comment. FINMA, the 
Swiss regulator, did not elab-
orate beyond a statement in 
April confirming receipt of Li-
bra’s application for a payments  
licence.

Pharma firm in India to make Sputnik V
Reuters | Moscow

Indian pharmaceutical com-
pany Hetero will manufac-

ture over 100 million doses of 
the Russian Sputnik V COV-
ID-19 vaccine per year under 
the terms of a deal unveiled on 
Friday between it and Russia’s 
RDIF sovereign wealth fund.

The move, which RDIF cast 
as another step in its efforts to 
scale up international manu-
facturing of its flagship vaccine, 
will see Hetero begin produc-
tion in India at the start of next 
year, according to a joint state-
ment on the Sputnik V Twitter 
account.

The statement said Phase II-
III clinical trials were still under 
way in India, which with a pop-
ulation of over 1.3 billion is the 
second most populated country 
in the world after China.

Although Russian authorities 
gave Sputnik V their regulatory 
approval under an accelerat-
ed procedure in August, trials 
in Russia, designed to assess 
its safety and efficacy, are also 
ongoing.

“While we look forward to 

the clinical trial results in India, 
we believe that manufacturing 
the product locally is crucial to 
enable swift access to patients,” 
said B. Murali Krishna Reddy, 
Hetero’s director of internation-
al marketing.

He said the deal chimed with 
an objective being promoted by 
the Indian prime minister of 
making things in India.

Another Indian drugmak-

er, Dr Reddy’s Laboratories 
Ltd, is conducting clinical tri-
als of Sputnik V in India, and 
has said it expects late-stage 
trials to be completed by  
March 2021.

RDIF has spoken of Dr Reddy’s 
being involved with distribution 
once Sputnik V gets regulatory 
approval in India.

Kirill Dmitriev, RDIF head, 
said earlier this week that Mos-
cow and its foreign partners had 
the capacity to make more than a 
billion doses of Sputnik V start-
ing from next year -- enough 
to vaccinate over 500 million 
people -- and that it would cost 
under $20 per person on inter-
national markets.

Friday’s joint statement said 
Sputnik V Phase III clinical tri-
als were also under way in Be-
larus, the UAE, Venezuela and 
other countries.

RDIF and the Gamaleya Na-
tional Center said on Tuesday 
that interim clinical trial data 
had shown that Sputnik V was 
91.4 per cent effective on day 
28 and over 95pc effective on 
day 42.

Bottles with Russia’s “Sputnik-V” vaccine against the coronavirus disease 
(COVID-19) are seen before inoculation at a clinic in Tver, Russia

Discount fever grips Bahrain 
White Friday sales bring shoppers back to the streets 

TDT | Manama 

Customers turned up in 
huge number in malls, 
commercial complexes 

and retailers across Bahrain yes-
terday hoping to make most of 
the healthy discounts on account 
of White Friday sales. 

White Friday is the Middle 
Eastern equivalent of Black Fri-
day in the United States when 
merchants, stores and business-
es reward their faithful custom-
ers with huge sales, hefty dis-
counts, and attractive cashback 
programmes. 

However, for most customers, 
the colour of Friday didn’t mat-
ter, as they were all eyeing only 
the mega discount that breached 
imaginations. 

Big discounts and offers are 
hung almost on all shop doors 
welcoming hungry customers 
who had kept their shopping 
habits locked up to fend off the 
deadly coronavirus pandemic. 

However, yesterday the social 
distancing or any other restric-
tions didn’t prevent people in 
Bahrain from going out to mar-
kets and seizing the opportunity 
to grab their favourite products 
at a very low price. 

From electronics to fashion, 
jewellery, sports gear, beauty 
products, kitchen tools, home-
ware, experiences, and even fan-
cy cars - discounts were seen 
everywhere.

Discounts offered by shops 
some times touched as high as 
70 per cent. 

Meanwhile, streets that re-
main empty for months got sud-
denly filled with cars, especially 
in the vicinity of shopping com-
plexes in the capital, Manama. 

People were seen lined up at 
storefronts, patiently waiting for 
their turn to come up. 

Several even came well ahead 
of opening time and queued up 
in front of closed doors. 

However, in the US things 

were different with shops ex-
periencing only thinner turnout 
of masked shoppers. This was 
the case at all major US retailers 
including Macy’s Inc, Walmart 
Inc and Best Buy on Black Friday 
as early online deals and worry 

about the spike in COVID-19 cas-
es dulled enthusiasm for trips 
to the mall.

Retailers overhauled the tradi-
tionally busy shopping day that 
comes the day after Thanksgiv-
ing. Walmart opened stores at 

5 am yesterday, directing shop-
pers to turn right upon entering 
and proceed along main aisles 
to shop deals before paying at 
registers surrounded by plastic 
barriers.

Overall, the National Retail 

Federation (NRF) forecasts US 
holiday retail sales will increase 
between 3.6pc and 5.2pc over 
2019, for a total of $755.3 billion 
to $766.7 bn. 

That compares with an aver-
age annual increase of 2.5pc over 

the past five years.
On Nov. 19, the Center for 

Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) deemed “going shopping 
in crowded stores just before, 
on, or after Thanksgiving” as a 
high-risk activity.
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