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Divine Dialogue
HRH Crown Prince to hold historic audience with Pope Leo XIV, uniting faith and diplomacy

• A defining moment 
in diplomacy

• Moral leadership 
on the world stage

• HRH to meet 
Italian PM

Mahir Haneef
TDT| Manama

Hi s  Ro ya l  H i g h n e s s 
Pr ince  Salman bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, the 

Crown Prince and Prime Min-
ister, will hold an audience with 
His Holiness Pope Leo XIV dur-
ing an official visit to the Vatican 
City State, reflecting Bahrain’s 
steadfast commitment to dia-
logue, peace, and mutual respect 
among faiths.

Shared vision
The Court of the Crown Prince 

said the visit underscores His 
Royal Highness’s unwavering 
commitment to strengthening 
Bahrain’s longstanding partner-
ship with the Vatican City State 
and enhancing relations in sup-
port of shared aspirations and 
interests.

The meeting between HRH 
the Crown Prince and the Pope 
represents a new step in advanc-
ing bilateral cooperation found-
ed on humanitarian values that 
promote coexistence, tolerance, 
and dialogue among religions 

and cultures.
Relations between Bahrain 

and the Vatican have flourished 
under the leadership of His 
Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al 
Khalifa, supported by His Royal 
Highness the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister. Their shared 
vision has positioned Bahrain 
as a regional and international 
centre for peace and mutual un-
derstanding.

Bahrain’s record of protect-
ing all religions and beliefs has 
earned it deep respect from the 
Vatican. The Kingdom’s align-
ment with the Holy See on 
promoting noble humanitarian 
goals continues to elevate the 
relationship to advanced levels.

In November 1999, His Majes-
ty visited the Vatican in the first 
year of his reign and met with 
the late Pope John Paul II, re-

flecting a vision of bridging East 
and West. His Majesty’s subse-
quent visit in May 2014, at the 
invitation of His Holiness Pope 
Francis, expanded dialogue and 
cooperation.

His Royal Highness visit-
ed the Vatican in February 
2020, meeting Pope Francis 
and expressing Bahrain’s 
appreciation for the Pon-
tiff ’s efforts to advance 
mutual understanding and 
universal human values. 
These exchanges built 
the foundation for to-
day’s strong relations.

Vatican leaders 
have also strength-
ened ties through re-
ciprocal visits, includ-
ing that of Cardinal 
Pietro Parolin, the 
Vatican Secretary of 
State, in 2014, and 
Archbishop Fran-

cisco Montecillo Padilla, Apos-
tolic Nuncio to Bahrain, in 2016. 
Both visits reaffirmed a shared 
commitment to peace and fra-
ternity among peoples.
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