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TODAY
IN French Revolutionary figure Max- Austria-Hungary decides Silent Parade organized by James Wel- Operation Gomorrah: RAF
HISTORY don Johnson, 10,000 African Americans
march on Fifth Avenue in NYC to protest
against lynching

imilien Robespierre and 22 other
leaders of “the Terror” are guillo-
tined to thunderous cheers in Paris

against mediation and declares
war on Serbia, the first declara-
tion of war of World War 1

bombing over Hamburg
causes a firestorm that kills
42,600 German civilians
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TWEETS

’ve just concluded a

deeply meaningful vis-
it of solidarity with Syria
& its wonderful people.
T’ve seen the scars left
by years of conflict. I've
heard about pain, loss,
displacement & fear.

But I've also seen resil-
ience, courage & deter-
mination.

I've felt a profound
sense of hope for a future
where rights are respect-
ed, equality is realized &
opportunities are shared.

The @UN

stands with Syria at
this pivotal moment.

And T appeal to the
international communi-
ty to support the Syrian
people as well.

@antonioguterres

n these hours when the
flames are severely test-
ing our country, France
reveals what it is: a united
people, standing shoul-
der to shoulder.Thank
you to our firefighters,
our military personnel,
the civil security forces,
our gendarmes and po-
lice officers, as well as to
the farmers and entrepre-
neurs, who through their
commitment and courage,
relentlessly combat the
fires.
@EmmanuelMacron

To help with the cost
of living, @andyburn-
ham is capping buses at
£2 across England - giving
millions of people cheap-
er travel.
@10DowningStreet

Disclaimer: (Views expressed
by columnists are personal and
need not necessarily reflect our

editorial stance)
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India summons UKraine envoy over Black Sea ship attack

AFP | New Delhi, India

ndia summoned Ukraine’s

top envoy in New Delhi yes-
terday to protest against an at-
tack on a commercial vessel
transiting the Black Sea that
killed an Indian national.

The Indian foreign ministry
said it had summoned Ukraini-
an Ambassador Oleksandr Pol-
ishchuk to convey its “serious
concern” over the July 18 attack
on the Mv Omforfi.

The ship had three Indian na-
tionals on board, one of whom
was killed.

“The ministry conveyed its
serious concern over the in-
cident and condemned such
attacks on commercial shipping

in the strongest terms,” it said in
a statement.

Polishchuk was asked to tell
Kyiv that such actions, “which
endanger the lives of innocent
civilian seafarers, are unaccept-
able and must be avoided”.

New Delhi had also sum-
moned the Russian envoy last
week to protest against an at-
tack on a cargo ship leaving
Ukraine’s port of Odesa that
killed four Indian nationals.

New Delhi has issued a string
of security warnings for ships
heading into the Black Sea that
are locally flagged or employ
its seafarers in the wake of the
recent attacks.

Fourteen Indian seafarers
have also been killed in attacks

KNOW WHAT

India is one of the largest
contributors of sailors
to merchant shipping

worldwide, with more than
320,000 active seafarers in

2025, according to Delhi’s

shipping ministry.

on ships during the Middle East
war.

France and Spain race to contain
fires before new heatwave

Some 60,000 people
have been forced
to flee in Spain and
220,000 in France

AFP | Navaluenga, Spain

rench and Spanish fire-
fighters yesterday battled *

to contain raging wild-
fires that have reduced land and
property to ashes and forced

hundreds of thousands of res- |
idents and tourists to flee for @

their lives.

But with searing temper-
atures forecast to rise again,
fears grew that days more of
punishing heat could further
fan the flames, destroying more
homes and livelihoods at the
peak of the summer holiday
season.

Spanish Interior Minister
Fernando Grande-Marlaska
said the coming hours would be
“absolutely decisive” to bring
the fires west of the capital,
Madrid, under control.

Some 60,000 people have
been forced to flee in Spain and
220,000 in France, often with
just minutes’ notice, some leav-
ing pets and medicine behind.

At a sports hall just out-
side Madrid, displaced people
sprawled on camp beds, held
their heads in their hands and

Burnt-out vehicles are see
Chapineria, 50 kilometers west of Madrid

comforted pets as they awaited
news.

Maria Angeles Canete fought
back tears as she looked around
the desolation that used to be
her campsite near Navaluenga,
west of the capital.

“We lost everything,” she
said. “We had this campsite, we
had another one, and we’ve lost
it all. We have nothing.”

In Brussels, the European
Union announced more wa-
ter-bombing planes were be-
ing sent to France, in addition
to those already deployed to
Spain.

But EU commissioner Hadja
Lahbib told AFP that its fleet

e
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nin an industrial estate following a wildfire in

was increasingly stretched due
to fears they may soon be need-
ed elsewhere.

“Extreme conditions are
looming for Hungary, Slova-
kia and the Czech Republic, in
addition to France, the Iberian
Peninsula... where the situation
is expected to worsen, includ-
ing in Portugal starting today,”
Lahbib said.

In France, fire has ravaged
42,000 hectares (103,000 acres)
of forest -- an area larger than
the US city of Detroit -- west of
Bordeaux since last Wednesday.

In Spain, 77,000 hectares --
nearly the size of New York City
-- has been destroyed.

‘aGrumpy’ Pallas kittens on display at Japan zoo

AFP | Kobe, Japan

ive young Pallas’s cats,

dubbed the world’s
grumpiest feline for their sul-
len facial expressions, went on
display at a zoo in Japan on
Thursday.

Kobe Animal Kingdom put
the four males and one female,
all born in May at the facility,
on public viewing last week.

The animals are believed
to be one of the oldest living
cat species and are native to
the dry, rocky areas of Central
Asia.

They are not commonly
displayed at zoos as they are
relatively more sensitive to
infections, the Kobe zoo said
in a written statement to AFP
Monday.

The Kobe kittens weighed
around 150 grams when they

feline, is seen in its enclosure at Kobe Animal Kingdom in Kobe

were born but now weigh
more than one kilo and are

“We hope people would

come and see how healthy

starting to eat solid food like they are, playing wholeheart-

chicken and horse meat, the
Zoo said.

edly and sleeping soundly like
kids,” the zoo said.

UK funeral
director faces
jail over bodies

left ‘'on racks’
| o

4

Robert Bush (C), a funeral director guilty of defrauding and deceiving

grieving families, arrives ahead of his sentencing outside the Hull Crown
Court in the Lowgate area of Kingston upon Hull

AFP | Kingston Upon
Hull, United Kingdom

British funeral director
faced prison yesterday
over a scandal that saw bod-
ies left "stored on racks” and
uncremated while relatives
were handed other people’s
ashes, sparking calls for bet-
ter regulation of the industry.
An ex-employee described
Robert Bush’s funeral par-
lour as a "horror scene”,
prosecutor Chris Paxton
said at the start of a five-day
sentencing hearing.

Police who searched his
premises after a tip-off found
31 bodies in a cold storage
area that should have been
cremated months earlier, in-
cluding a stillborn baby that
had been there for almost
two years.

They also found more than
100 sets of ashes.

"There were bodies stored
on the racks on both sides of
the room,” the lawyer said at
Hull Crown Court in north-
east England.

The 48-year-old undertak-
er previously pleaded guilty
to 67 offences spanning 12
years and affecting hundreds
of victims.

"A shock’

In his first police inter-
view, Bush said he had de-
veloped a cash-flow problem
because "people did not al-
ways pay,” and he had debts
of about £90,000.

He said he struggled with
maintaining the payments
due for leases, and believed
there were about 30 bodies
at one site, with five to six of
them "recent” and waiting to
be cremated.

But the prosecutor dis-
missed financial problems
as an explanation for what
had gone on.

Over £3 million ($3.9 mil-
lion) was paid into the busi-
ness between March 2017
and April 2024 with a single
cremation costing £500 to
carry out, Paxton said.

"Mr Bush chose not to deal
with those bodies entrusted
to him but to operate as he
chose and spend the money

on himself and others,” he
said, adding that Bush had
indulged in "profligate per-
sonal spending”.

Bush, who is on bail, ar-
rived at court with his face
covered with a baseball cap
and scarf.

Jasmine Beverley, whose
son Sunny was stillborn in
May 2022, said Bush ap-
peared "lovely” and present-
ed himself as "very respect-
ful”.

"It was a shock to learn
what had actually been going
on behind the closed doors,”
she told BBC radio, adding
Sunny’s remains were found
in a brown envelope on the
floor even though she be-
lieved he had been cremated.

"I discovered that he was
still in there almost two years
after we’'d had the funeral,”
she said, describing the dis-
covery as "distressing”.

"Industrial scale’

Undertakers in England
and Wales can operate with-
out a licence, with anybody
free to set themselves up as
a funeral director.

A statutory Funeral Di-
rector Code of Practice was
introduced in Scotland in
last March.

Bush, who ran Legacy In-
dependent Funeral Direc-
tors in Hull, was trusted by
bereaved families but mis-
treated them on an "almost
industrial scale”, Paxton said.

Police only began investi-
gating in March 2024 after
being contacted by someone
over concerns for "the de-
ceased” at the business.

The body of Muriel Win-
ning, who died aged 61 in
2023, was found at the prem-
ises seven and a half months
after her death.

Her son Byron Lill broke
down several times as he
read out a statement to the
court about the impact it had
had on him.

"I work close to the Legacy
premises... and drive past it
every day. Knowing now that
mum was lying inside for al-
most eight months destroys
me,” he said.



