
US allows limited access to 
Anthropic’s Mythos AI model

Government says security concerns prompted restrictions on cutting-edge AI models

• Cybersecurity firms 
regain availability

• Fable 5 remains 
restricted

• Anthropic seeks 
broader access

AFP | San Francisco

Anthropic said Friday it 
had received authoriza-
tion from the US govern-

ment to allow a small group of 
American cybersecurity firms 
to access its powerful AI model 
Mythos 5.

Access to Mythos 5 had been 
blocked by US authorities due 
to concerns about national se-
curity.

Anthropic will continue dis-
cussions with the Trump ad-
ministration to “expand access 
to Mythos 5 and make Fable 5 
available again” to the general 
public, a company spokesperson 
said.

The government abruptly 
forced Anthropic to cut off ac-
cess to its two cutting-edge ar-
tificial intelligence models on 
June 12 after discovering vul-

nerabilities in the safeguards 
put in place to prevent misuse 
of the tool.

The strong action against An-
thropic has drawn accusations of 
government overreach.

Secretary of Commerce How-
ard Lutnick said in a letter to 
the company, cited by Politico 
and Reuters, that “Anthropic has 
worked with the US government 
to address risks associated with 
the Covered Models.”

“These efforts have yielded 
significant progress,” he said.

C o m m e r c e  d e p a r t m e n t 
spokesperson Benno Kass said 
“we have worked diligently to 
ensure America remains the 
global leader in AI while safe-
guarding our security.”

Anthropic angered President 
Donald Trump’s team in an ear-
lier clash by refusing to allow its 

technology to be used for mass 
surveillance and autonomous 
weapons, leading the Pentagon 
to cancel its contracts with the 
company.

Anthropic’s main rival OpenAI 
launched its new model earlier 
Friday, GPT-5.6, with restricted 
access and validated on a cli-
ent-by-client basis by the gov-

ernment.
OpenAI chief Sam Altman said 

in a post on X “this isn’t quite 
the process that we think is op-
timal.”

“I believe the government 
shares most of our goals, and 
that they are overall doing a 
good job in a very difficult situ-
ation,” he said.

Under pressure over the nov-
elty of their capabilities, Trump 
earlier this month signed an ex-
ecutive order setting up a volun-
tary federal review of national 
security risks in advanced AI 
models before their release.

The White House has com-
municated little about how it 
will enforce its executive or-
der -- in which companies are 
understood to be participating 
voluntarily -- and what models 
would fall under its review rules.
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Globalization isn’t dead, just 
‘transformed,’ says IMF chief economist

• Trade fragmentation 
reshaping markets

• Supply chains 
remain resilient

• Emerging economies 
face challenges

AFP | Washington

While the global economy 
has faced shocks and 

trade turmoil, globalization is 
not dead -- it is simply being 
“transformed,” the International 
Monetary Fund’s chief econo-
mist told AFP Friday in an exclu-
sive interview.

The world’s lender of last re-
sort will release an update to its 
World Economic Outlook on 
July 8, with all eyes on whether 
-- or how far -- it revises down 
growth estimates from its April 
update due to the economic fall-
out of the US-Israeli war on Iran.

By then, however, Chief Econ-
omist Pierre-Olivier Gourinchas 
will have moved on after com-
pleting a four-and-a-half year 
tenure that saw the IMF grapple 
with the economic fallout from 
the Covid-19 pandemic, Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine, Washing-
ton’s upending of global trade 
through tariffs and the recent 

war on Iran.
Reflecting on a tumultuous 

time for the world economy, 
Gourinchas remains confident 
that recent upheaval in global 
trade caused by US President 
Donald Trump’s tariffs are not 
necessarily ending globalization 
-- just adjusting certain bilateral 
relationships.

“Well, it’s certainly not dead,” 
he told AFP in his office at the 
IMF’s headquarters in Wash-
ington, pointing to solid global 
trade-to-GDP ratios. 

“We haven’t experienced 
de-globalization,” he said. “We 
have experienced (that) it’s be-

ing transformed.”
Gourinchas, a 57-year-old 

Frenchman, said the latest move-
ments should be seen mainly as 
“a desire to reduce the bilateral 
level of trade between the US 
and China. I don’t think that is 
something that is a mystery for 
anyone.”

Since returning to office for 
a second term, Trump has tar-
geted US friends and foes alike 
with punishing tariffs, saying 
he intends to rebase manufac-
turing to the homeland and to 
address what he terms unfair 
trade practices.

Treasury Secretary Scott 

Bessent and US Trade Repre-
sentative Jamieson Greer have 
described globalization as hav-
ing taken economic integration 
too far, causing economic pain 
for American households while 
benefiting those abroad.

For Gourinchas, however, the 
latest trade turmoil -- which has 
seen major US trading partners 
retaliate with tariffs of their own 
-- has provided opportunities, 
too.

“Other actors have stepped 
in,” he said. “The supply chains 
have adapted, the Mexico’s, the 
Vietnam’s of the world have 
stepped in... the connector coun-
tries that have been able to grow 
on the back of this.”

Still, it depends on how far 
Washington and other advanced 
economies push this fragmen-
tation of the global economy, 
he said.

“If the strategy is not just to 
disengage from China, but it’s 
to disengage more globally -- 
which I don’t think it is, by the 
way -- I don’t think it’s sustain-
able,” he said.

He is skeptical, too, on wheth-
er the drive to move industries 
to the United States will end up 
boosting employment, saying it 
is “very, very hard” to see that 
happening. New factories in ad-
vanced economies are expected 
to rely heavily on technology and 
employ fewer workers.

 ‘Middle-income trap’ 

For the world’s emerging mar-
ket countries, there is anoth-
er challenge in a fragmenting 
world economy: What will drive 
their own growth, if not demand 
from larger economies?

The last decade has seen 
growth in developing countries 
stall, with the World Bank’s 
Chief Economist Indermit Gill 
referring to it as a “lost decade” 
for many.

Gourinchas said that emerging 
economies had shown remarka-
ble resilience through the shocks 
of the last five years, mainly due 
to greater supply-chain integra-

tion -- but that resilience was 
not infinite.

“There is this concern about 
potentially having a middle-in-
come trap for many emerging 
market economies,” he said, 
pointing to limited sources of 
growth in a world where ad-
vanced economies were turning 
inwards.

Since the 1990s, China has 
been seen as a shining example 
to be emulated by developing na-
tions -- an economy that capital-
ized on cost disparities to create 
an export-oriented growth mod-
el that it rode to vast success.

But in a world where ad-
vanced economies are poten-
tially “closing up,” while China 
continues to provide cut-throat 
competition on manufacturing 
costs, can any of these emerging 
economies use the same path 
Beijing did?

“That leaves a very narrow 
space for them to actually enter 
into an export-led growth mod-
el, which has been the recipe 
for development and success for 
many, many countries,” Gourin-
chas said.

“A country like India, for in-
stance, is very unsure whether 
it can follow in the footsteps of 
China,” he said.

After the IMF, Gourinchas will 
be headed back to a career in 
academia at the University of 
California, Berkeley. 

IMF Chief Economist Pierre-Olivier Gourinchas
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Anthropic had angered 
the Trump administra-
tion earlier by refusing 
to allow its technology 
for mass surveillance 

and autonomous 
weapons
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Gourinchas argued 
that countries such as 
Mexico and Vietnam 

have benefited by 
emerging as “connec-
tor countries,” adapt-
ing supply chains amid 

shifting US-China 
trade relations
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