
Trump says saved Iran leader from ‘ignominious death’

• Threatens 
more strikes if Iran 
enriches uranium

• Cancels sanctions 
relief talks

• Calls Khamenei 
“ungrateful”

AFP | Washington

US President Donald Trump 
said yesterday he had saved 

Iran’s Ayatollah Ali Khameni 
from assassination and lashed 
out at the supreme leader for in-
gratitude, declaring he would or-
der more bombing if the country 
tried to pursue nuclear weapons.

In an extraordinary outburst 
on his Truth Social platform, 
Trump blasted Tehran for 
claiming to have won its war 
with Israel and said he was halt-
ing work on possible sanctions  
relief.

Trump said that the United 
States would bomb Iran again 
“without question” if the coun-
try was still able to enrich nu-
clear-weapons grade uranium 
following US strikes.

The US president accused the 
Iranian leader of ingratitude af-
ter Khamenei said in a defiant 
message that reports of damage 
to its nuclear sites from US bomb-
ing were exaggerated, and said 
Iran had beaten Israel and dealt 
Washington a “slap.”

Trump posted: “I knew EXACT-

LY where he was sheltered, and 
would not let Israel, or the U.S. 
Armed Forces, by far the Greatest 
and Most Powerful in the World, 
terminate his life.”

“I SAVED HIM FROM A VERY 
U G LY  A N D  I G N O M I N I O U S 
DEATH, and he does not have 
to say, “THANK YOU, PRESIDENT 
TRUMP!’”

Trump said that he had been 
working in recent days on the 
possible removal of sanctions 
against Iran, one of Tehran’s 
long-term demands.

“But no, instead I get hit with 
a statement of anger, hatred, 
and disgust, and immediately 

dropped all work on sanction 
relief, and more,” Trump added, 
exhorting Iran to return to the 
negotiating table.

Iran’s foreign minister on 
Wednesday denied it is set to 
resume nuclear talks with the 
United States, after Trump said 
at a NATO summit in The Hague 
that negotiations were set to be-
gin again next week.

 ‘Beat to hell’ 
Trump’s special envoy Steve 

Witkoff had expressed hope “for 
a comprehensive peace agree-
ment.”

Asked earlier in a White House 

press conference whether he 
would consider fresh air strikes 
if last week’s sorties were not 
successful in ending Iran’s nucle-
ar ambitions, Trump said: “Sure. 
Without question. Absolutely.”

Trump added that Khamenei 
and Iran “got beat to hell” in the 
hostilities involving the United 
States and Israel and that “it was 
a great time to end it.”

He had said during the press 
conference that he would be 
“putting out a little statement” 
on Khamenei’s comments, which 
appeared to be the Truth Social 
post.

In the post, he accused Khame-

nei of “blatantly and foolishly” 
saying Iran won the 12-day war 
with Israel, adding: “As a man 
of great faith, he is not supposed 
to lie.”

The war of words come as a 
fragile ceasefire holds in the con-
flict between Israel and Iran.

Speculation had however 
swirled about the fate of Khame-
nei.

In a televised speech on Thurs-
day -- his first appearance since 
the ceasefire -- Khamenei hailed 
what he described as Iran’s “vic-
tory” over Israel, vowed never to 
yield to US pressure and insisted 
Washington had been dealt a hu-
miliating “slap”.

“The American president exag-
gerated events in unusual ways, 
and it turned out that he needed 
this exaggeration,” Khamenei 
said, rejecting Trump’s claims 
Iran’s nuclear program had been 
set back by decades.

US envoy leaves Russia as detente faltering
AFP | Moscow

The US ambassador to Russia, 
Lynne Tracy, is departing 

Moscow, leaving Washington 
without a top envoy in the coun-
try as a rapprochement being 
pushed by US President Donald 
Trump falters.

Moscow earlier this week ac-
cused Washington of not being 
“ready” to take steps to restore 
the normal functioning of their 
embassies, hobbled by years of 
tit-for-tat restrictions and expul-
sions of diplomats.

Trump has not yet nominated 
a successor to Tracy, the first 
woman to hold the post and who 
was appointed by ex-President 
Joe Biden and is leaving after 
two-and-a-half years in the role.

Trump has overhauled Biden’s 
policy of isolating Vladimir Putin 
over his Ukraine offensive, hold-
ing several calls with the Krem-
lin chief and raising the prospect 
of boosting bilateral ties.

“I am proud to have represent-
ed my country in Moscow during 
such a challenging time,” Tracy 

said in a message posted by the 
embassy on social media.

She also quoted lines from a 
poem by Alexander Pushkin, 
Russia’s famed national poet.

Diplomats from the two coun-
tries have held several rounds of 
negotiations under Trump on 
issues ranging from the Ukraine 

conflict and prisoner exchanges 
to normalising embassy oper-
ations.

But on Wednesday the Krem-
lin accused Washington of being 
“not yet ready” to remove barri-
ers to the work of their respec-
tive diplomatic missions.

Trump has shown increasing 

frustration with Putin over his 
refusal to end Moscow’s three-
year offensive on Ukraine.

Since the Republican returned 
to the White House, Putin has re-
peatedly rejected calls for an un-
conditional ceasefire, demanded 
Kyiv cede more territory, urged 
his troops to keep advancing 
and escalated deadly missile and 
drone attacks on Ukraine.

Japan executes ‘Twitter killer’ 
who murdered nine

AFP | Tokyo

Japan yesterday executed 
a man dubbed the “Twit-

ter killer” who murdered and 
dismembered nine people he 
met online, in the nation’s first 
enactment of the death penalty 
since 2022.

Takahiro Shiraishi, 34, was 
hanged for killing his young 
victims, all but one of whom 
were women, after contacting 
them on the social media plat-
form now called X.

He had targeted users who 
posted about taking their own 
life, telling them he could help 
them in their plans, or even die 
alongside them.

Justice Minister Keisuke Su-
zuki said Shiraishi’s crimes, 
carried out in 2017, included 
“robbery, rape, murder... de-
struction of a corpse and aban-
donment of a corpse”.

“Nine victims were beaten 
and strangled, killed, robbed, 
and then mutilated with parts 
of their bodies concealed in 
boxes, and parts discarded in 
a garbage dump,” Suzuki told 
reporters in Tokyo.

Shiraishi acted to satisfy “his 
own sexual and financial de-
sires” and the murders “caused 
great shock and anxiety to so-

ciety”, Suzuki said.
“After much careful consid-

eration, I ordered the execu-
tion.”

Japan and the United States 
are the only two G7 countries 
to still use capital punish-
ment, and there is strong sup-
port for the practice among 
the Japanese public, surveys  
show.

There was one execution in 
2022, three in 2021, three in 
2019 and 15 in 2018, the justice 
ministry said.
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The @UN Charter is not 
optional. It is the bed-

rock of international rela-
tions. We cannot & must 
not normalize violations 
of its most basic prin-
ciples. Now more than 
ever, we must respect & 
re-commit to internation-
al law — in words & deeds. 
#CharterDay

@antonioguterres

Under relentless fire, 
Ukraine is passing 

reform after reform. This 
is why the Commission 
defends the opening of 
the first cluster of negoti-
ation. Ukraine has deliv-
ered – now we must too. 
Because the accession 
process is based on merit. 
And Ukraine merits mov-
ing forward.

@vonderleyen

Substantive meeting 
with de facto author-

ities in Goma. I stressed 
that we seek full human-
itarian access, protection 
of civilians, and respect 
for international law. Our 
aid is reaching millions, 
but we need every route 
open to reach those in 
greatest need.

@UNReliefChief

Our new partnership 
with @IAEAorg is a 

key step to help countries 
explore nuclear energy as 
part of a diversified, resil-
ient power mix.

@AxelVT_WB
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News in brief 
 u An Israeli court 
yesterday rejected 
Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu’s request to postpone giving 
testimony in his corruption trial, after 
United States President Donald Trump 
said the case should be cancelled. 
Netanyahu’s lawyer on Thursday asked the 
court to excuse the leader from hearings 
over the next two weeks, saying he needed 
to concentrate on “security issues” after 

Israel’s 12-day war with Iran. The Jerusalem district court said in a judgment 
published online that “in its current form (his request) does not provide a basis or 
detailed justification for the cancellation of the hearings”.

 u The death toll from a recent 
landslide near the Colombian city of 
Medellín has risen to 16, authorities 
said Thursday, with the search 
continuing for more missing. The landslide 
occurred Tuesday in a mountainside area of 
Bello, near Colombia’s second-biggest city, 
after heavy rains caused a nearby stream to 
overflow. Andres Julian Rendon, governor of 
the Antioquia department, said on X that the 
death toll had risen to 16 with eight people 
still missing.

 u Cambodia’s influential 
ex-premier Hun Sen yesterday 
accused Thailand’s prime 

minister of insulting the Thai king, as tensions 
between the neighbouring countries intensified. 
He said Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra’s 
comments about her military commander – who she 
labelled an “opponent” – in a leaked phone call with 
the veteran leader over a border dispute were “an 

insult to the king”. In a livestream on his official Facebook page, Hun Sen said: 
“An insult to a regional commander is an insult to the Thai king because it is only 
the king who issued a royal decree to appoint him.”

Court rejects Netanyahu’s call to 
postpone graft trial hearings

Cambodia’s Hun Sen accuses 
Thai PM of ‘insulting king’

Colombia landslide 
death toll rises to 16

A court sketch shows Takahiro Shiraishi (C), on trial

62 killed in Gaza strikes
Israeli forces reportedly kill 62 in Gaza, including 10 waiting for desperately needed aid

• GHF aid sites 
under scrutiny

• MSF reports 190% 
bullet wound surge

AFP | Gaza City

Gaza’s civil defence agen-
cy said that Israeli forces 
killed at least 62 people 

yesterday, including 10 who were 
waiting for aid in the war-rav-
aged Palestinian territory.

The reported killing of people 
seeking aid marks the latest in a 
string of deadly incidents near 
aid sites in Gaza, where a US- 
and Israeli-backed foundation 
has largely replaced established 
humanitarian organisations.

Civil  defence spokesman 
Mahmud Bassal told AFP that 
62 Palestinians had been killed 
yesterday by Israeli strikes or fire 
across the Palestinian territory.

When asked by AFP for com-
ment, the Israeli military said it 
was looking into the incidents, 
and denied its troops fired in 
one of the locations in central 
Gaza where rescuers said one aid 
seeker was killed.

Bassal told AFP that six peo-
ple were killed in southern Gaza 
near one of the distribution sites 
operated by the Gaza Humani-
tarian Foundation (GHF), and one 
more in a separate incident in the 
centre of the territory, where the 
army denied shooting “at all”.

Another three people were 
killed by a strike while waiting 
for aid southwest of Gaza City, 
Bassal said.

The health ministry in the Ha-
mas-run territory says that since 
late May, more than 500 people 
have been killed near aid centres 
while seeking scarce supplies.

GHF has denied that fatal 
shootings have occurred in the 

immediate vicinity of its aid 
points.

‘Slaughter’ 
Medical charity Doctors With-

out Borders (MSF) yesterday 
slammed the GHF relief effort, 
calling it “slaughter masquerad-
ing as humanitarian aid”.

It noted that in the week of 
June 8, shortly after GHF opened 
a distribution site in central 
Gaza’s Netzarim corridor, the 
MSF field hospital in nearby 
Deir el-Balah saw a 190 percent 
increase in bullet wound cases 
compared to the previous week.

Aitor Zabalgogeaskoa, MSF 
emergency coordinator in Gaza, 
said in a statement that under 
the way in which the distribution 
centres currently operate: “If 
people arrive early and approach 
the checkpoints, they get shot.”

“If they arrive on time, but 
there is an overflow and they 
jump over the mounds and the 

wires, they get shot”.
“If they arrive late, they 

shouldn’t be there because it 
is an ‘evacuated zone’, they get 
shot,” he added.

Meanwhile, Bassal said that 

ten people were killed in five 
separate Israeli strikes near the 
southern Gaza city of Khan Yu-
nis, east of which he said “con-
tinuous Israeli artillery shelling” 
was reported yesterday.

Hamas’s armed wing, the Ez-
zedine Al-Qassam Brigades, said 
they shelled an Israeli vehicle 
east of Khan Yunis yesterday.

The Al-Quds Brigades, the 
armed wing of Hamas-ally Pal-
estinian Islamic Jihad, said they 
had attacked a group of Israeli 
soldiers north of Khan Yunis in 
coordination with the Al-Qas-
sam Brigades.

Bassal added that thirty people 
were killed in six separate strikes 
in northern Gaza yesterday, in-
cluding a fisherman who was 
targeted “by Israeli warships”.

He specified that eight of them 
were killed “after an Israeli air 
strike hit Osama Bin Zaid School, 
which was housing displaced 
persons” in northern Gaza.

Katz: Israel sought Khamenei strike
Defence Minister Katz says Israel would have killed Iran’s Khamenei if possible during 12-day war

• Katz states military 
“searched a lot”

• Assassination 
attempts halted after 
ceasefire agreement

AFP | Jerusalem

Defence Minister Israel 
Katz told media that Is-
rael would have killed 

Iran’s supreme leader Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei during the war 
between the two countries if 
the opportunity had presented  
itself.

“If he had been in our sights, 
we would have taken him out,” 
Katz told Israel’s public radio 
station Kan Thursday evening, 
adding that the military had 
“searched a lot”.

“Khamenei understood this, 
went very deep underground, 
broke off contact with the com-
manders... so in the end it wasn’t 
realistic,” Katz told Kan.

He told Israeli television Chan-
nel 13 Thursday that Israel would 
cease its assassination attempts 
because “there is a difference 
between before the ceasefire and 
after the ceasefire”.

Katz had said during the war 
that Khamenei “can no longer be 
allowed to exist”, just days after 
reports that Washington vetoed 

Israeli plans to assassinate him.
But on Kan, Katz advised 

Khamenei to remain inside a 
bunker.

“He should learn from the late 
Nasrallah, who sat for a long time 
deep in the bunker”, he said, 
referring to Lebanese militant 
group Hezbollah’s former leader 
Hassan Nasrallah, who Israel 
killed in a Beirut air strike in 
September 2024.

The movements of the su-

preme leader, who has not left 
Iran since he took power, are 
subject to the tightest security 
and secrecy.

Katz said Thursday that Israel 
maintained its aerial superiority 
over Iran and that it was ready to 
strike again.

“We won’t let Iran develop nu-
clear weapons and threaten (Is-
rael) with long-range missiles”, 
he said.

In his Channel 12 interview, 

Katz admitted that Israel does 
not know the location of all of 
Iran’s enriched uranium, but that 
its air strikes had destroyed the 
Islamic republic’s uranium en-
richment capabilities.

“The material itself was not 
something that was supposed 
to be neutralised,” he said of the 
enriched uranium.

The impact of Israeli and US 
strikes on Iran’s nuclear pro-
gramme has been a subject to 

debate.
A leaked US intelligence assess-

ment estimated the programme 
to have set Iran back a few 
months, while Katz and other 
Israeli and US public figures said 
the damage would take years to 
rebuild.

Israel and Iran each claimed 
victory in a 12-day war that end-
ed with a ceasefire on June 24.

The war erupted on June 13 
when Israel launched a bombing 
campaign that it said aimed to 
stop Iran from developing a nu-
clear weapon -- an ambition Iran 
has consistently denied.

Palestinian civil defence first responders and other people inspect the remains of a burnt-down classroom after 
extinguishing a fire following an Israeli strike at the UNRWA’s Osama bin Zaid school in the Saftawi district in western 
Jabalia in the northern Gaza Strip

An Iranian man walks under a banner of Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei in Tehran

Despite Trump’s push 
for warmer ties, 

Putin has escalated 
attacks in Ukraine 

and rejected ceasefire 
calls since the US 

election, deepening 
the diplomatic divide

KNOW WHAT

Defence Minister 
Israel Katz revealed 
that Iran’s Supreme 
Leader Ayatollah Ali 

Khamenei went “very 
deep underground” 
and cut off contact 
with commanders 
to evade an Israeli 

assassination attempt 
during the recent 12-

day war

KNOW

BETTER

Since the Gaza 
Humanitarian 

Foundation began 
operations in late 
May, at least 549 

Palestinians have died 
while seeking food 
near aid sites, with 

over 4,000 injured and 
dozens still missing

KNOW WHAT

Takahiro Shiraishi 
lured his victims, 

who had expressed 
suicidal thoughts 

online, to his home 
and then attempted 

to hide dismembered 
body parts using cat 
litter in coolers and 

toolboxes

KNOW

BETTER

Trump claimed he 
knew Khamenei’s 

exact hiding location 
during the conflict but 
chose not to authorize 

his assassination - 
only to later blast 

the Ayatollah for not 
thanking him

KNOW WHAT

1519 1838 1914 1919
King Carlos I 
is elected Holy 
Roman Emperor 
Charles V

Coronation of Queen 
Victoria, aged 19, during 
a five-hour ceremony at 
Westminster Abbey, London 

Franz Ferdinand, Archduke of Austria and his wife 
Sophie are assassinated by Bosnian-Serb assassin 
Gavrilo Princip in Sarajevo, setting off a chain of 
alliances and events that lead to World War I

Treaty of Versailles is signed 
in France, ending World 
War I and establishing the 
League of Nations

S P O T L I G H T

Foreign diplomats, including the US ambassador to Russia Lynne Tracy, lay 
flowers at the monument for the victims of political repressions in front of the 
FSB security service (former KGB) headquarters in Moscow

A billboard praising US President Donald Trump by the Friends of Zion Museum is displayed in Tel Aviv


