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Ashoora (or Ashura), 
observed on the 10th 
day of Muharram in 
the Islamic calendar, 

marks the martyrdom 
of Imam Hussain ibn 
Ali, the grandson of 

Prophet Muhammad, 
at the Battle of Karba-

la in 680 CE.

KNOW WHAT

Gulf Air resumes flights to Amman, Baghdad, and Najaf
TDT | Manama 

Gulf Air has announced the 
resumption of its scheduled 

flights to and from Amman in 

Jordan, as well as Baghdad and 
Najaf in Iraq, starting today.

The airline confirmed that all 
other flights across its network 

continue to operate as sched-
uled.

Gulf Air expressed its sincere 
appreciation to passengers for 

their patience and understand-
ing following recent exceptional 
regional developments that had 
affected some services. The air-

line reiterated that the safety 
and well-being of its passengers 
and crew remain its highest pri-
ority.

Fifth constituency 
gears up for Ashoora

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama 

With Ashoora  just 
around the corner, 
preparations in the 

Capital’s fifth constituency are 
moving into high gear — and this 
year, officials are getting an ear-
ly start to make sure everything 
is in place well before Muhar-
ram begins.

Leading the effort, MP Ahmed 
Al Salloom hit the ground along-
side senior municipal leaders 
for a hands-on assessment of 
matams and procession routes. 
Accompanied by Capital Mu-
nicipality Director-General 
Mohammed Saad Al Sahli and 
Trustees Board Chairman Saleh 
Taher Taradah, the MP toured 
several key locations, taking a 
close look at halls, alleyways, 
and routes where large crowds 

are expected.
“Speaking directly with those 

who manage the matams imme-
diately highlights what’s miss-
ing and where support is need-
ed,” said Al Salloom. “Starting 
early helps us avoid last-minute 
pressure.”

From crowd flow and ambu-
lance access to lighting, power 
lines, and waste removal, the 
team left no detail unchecked. 
Organisers shared their plans, 
and municipal departments 
were instructed to deliver the 
necessary support on a clear 
timeline.

Al Salloom emphasised that 
these on-site visits make all 
the difference. “You can’t fix 
what you don’t see. Being on the 

ground shows us the gaps, and 
we fix them before they become 
problems,” he said.

Municipal crews have already 
begun groundwork, with more 
jobs lined up throughout Mu-
harram — including arrange-
ments for evening processions, 
which typically draw large turn-
outs.

Matam organisers welcomed 
the proactive approach, saying 
the visit gave them a much-need-
ed opportunity to raise concerns 
face-to-face. They praised the 
teamwork with local services, 
noting it keeps planning real-
istic, responsive, and firmly on 
track.

20 Indian nationals released under Royal Pardon: Open House 
TDT | Manama 

Twenty Indian nationals 
were released under Roy-

al Pardon on the occasion of 
Eid Al Adha, bringing the to-
tal number of Indians released 
since December 2023 to 250, 
the Embassy of India in Bahrain 
announced.

The update was shared during 
the latest Open House held at 
the Indian Embassy and chaired 
by Ambassador Vinod Kurian 
Jacob. The monthly event, 
aimed at directly addressing 
concerns of Indian nationals, 
was attended by more than 40 
members of the community and 
conducted in English, Hindi, 
Tamil and Malayalam.

As part of its outreach ef-
forts, embassy officials visited 
both the Ladies Jail and Jau 
Jail earlier this month to meet 
inmates in person. Women in-

mates received support kits 
through the Indian Community 
Welfare Fund. The Ambassador 

expressed gratitude to the King-
dom of Bahrain’s authorities 
for their continued cooperation 

and support, particularly during 
recent developments in the re-
gion. He also praised the Indian 

community for its responsible 
conduct and urged continued 
adherence to local advisories.

In response to several com-
plaints about alleged fraud by 
tour and travel companies of-
fering membership packages, 
the embassy issued a caution. 
It advised Indian nationals to 
thoroughly verify the creden-
tials of such companies before 
making any payments.

A major update was also 
shared regarding consular ser-
vices. A new Outsourced Ser-
vice Provider has been appoint-
ed to manage passport, visa, and 
other consular services starting 
1 August 2025. Until then, from 
1 July to 31 July, these services 
will continue to be offered di-
rectly at the embassy premises.

The Open House was also at-
tended by the Embassy’s wel-
fare and consular teams, along 
with its panel of lawyers. The 

Ambassador thanked the law-
yers for their regular participa-
tion and assistance in reviewing 
individual cases raised during 
the session.

He also expressed appre-
ciation to Indian community 
members for their active par-
ticipation in the 11th Interna-
tional Day of Yoga celebrations 
held on 21 June 2025. A dele-
gation from the Bahrain Yoga-
sana team, which had recently 
competed in the second Asian 
Yogasana Sports Championship 
in India, was also present.

Grievances raised during the 
Open House were successful-
ly addressed, with several re-
solved on the spot and others 
scheduled for follow-up action. 
Ambassador Jacob extended his 
thanks to all Indian associations 
and community members for 
their continued support and 
engagement.

Man refuses 
to repay 
BD2,500, 
court sides 
with ex-wife

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

A m a n  w h o  a c c e p t e d 
BD2,500 from his wife to 

cover dowry, wedding expens-
es, gold, and household fur-
nishings — only to later aban-
don the marriage — has been 
ordered by a Bahraini court to 
return the full amount.

The verdict came after 
the woman filed a civil case 
through her lawyer, Abdu-
lAdheem Hubail. She told the 
court that the money was giv-
en to her then-husband in in-
stalments during the height of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, a time 
when many weddings were 
postponed and financial diffi-
culties were common.

According to the breakdown 
provided in court, BD1,000 
was intended for the dowry, 
BD600 for the wedding cere-
mony, BD700 was raised from 
selling her gold, and BD200 
was spent on furnishing their 

shared home. Despite receiv-
ing the funds, the man later 
walked away from the mar-
riage and denied owing his 
wife any money.

As evidence, the woman 
submitted her bank statement 
showing transfers made to 
him. The court referred the 
case for further investigation 
to verify the debt.

A second witness, found 
credible by the court, con-
firmed that the woman had 
lent the man the money in 
stages while he was unem-
ployed. The man had report-
edly acknowledged the debt 
on several occasions and 
promised to repay her once 
he found work — a promise 
he never fulfilled. The court 
noted that the bank transfers 
went uncontested. Combined 
with the witness testimony, 
the judge ruled there was suf-
ficient proof of the debt and 
ordered the man to repay the 
full BD2,500 to the woman.


