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HISTORY
Ottomans defeat Serbian army 
in the bloody Battle of Kosovo, 
opening the way for the Ottoman 
conquest of Southeastern Europe

King Carlos I elected Holy Roman 
Catholic Emperor Charles V

 Coronation of Queen Victoria in West-
minster Abbey, London

Treaty of Versailles, ending WWI 
and establishing the League of 

Nations, is signed in France
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Reviewed the full 
range of  the In-

dia-Argentina friendship 
during the very produc-
tive meeting with Presi-
dent @alferdez  in Mu-
nich. Stronger coopera-
tion between our nations 
will greatly benefit our 
people.

@narendramodi

Putin’s  act ions  in 
Ukraine are creat-

ing terrible aftershocks, 
driving up energy and 
food prices across the 
world. Global leaders 
need to come together to 
help Ukraine and make 
life easier for house-
holds across the world. 
Nothing should be off 
the table.

@BorisJohnson

We have taken the 
ocean for grant-

ed, and now we face an 
ocean emergency. I am 
urging all participants at 
the UN Ocean Conference 
to right these wrongs & do 
our part for the ocean. We 
must take action & turn 
the tide.

@antonioguterres

As the @G7 gathers 
in Germany, Prime 

Minister @BorisJohnson

 and I want to be very 
clear about our sup-

port for Ukrainians and 
for President @Zelen-
skyyUa: It is unwaver-
ing. We stand with you, 
and we are staying the 
course.

@IsraeliPM

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 515,645 24,613 442,182 48,850

Saudi 
Arabia

792,860 +1,076 9,202 +1 773,962 9,696

UAE 940,503 +1,744 2,313 +2 920,873 17,317

Kuwait 641,985 2,555 634,914 4,516

Oman 390,244 4,260 384,669 1,315

Qatar 380,530 +668 679 374,978 4,873

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 88,794,286 1,040,805

2 India 43,407,046 525,020

3 Brazil 32,078,638 670,459

4 France 30,513,713 149,317

5 Germany 27,771,111 140,734

6 UK 22,592,827 179,927

7 Russia 18,421,564 380,943

8 S. Korea 18,329,448 24,525

9 Italy 18,234,242 168,102

10 Turkey 15,085,742 98,996

11 Spain 12,681,820 107,799

12 Vietnam 10,744,085 43,084

13 Argentina 9,367,172 129,070

14 Japan 9,253,386 31,126

G l o b a l  t a l l y
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Figures as of closing

News in brief 
 u An Afghan aid agency 
appealed yesterday for cash for 
survivors of a deadly earthquake, 
saying it had no room to store food 
and had enough tents and money 
for villagers to meet their particular 
needs would be most useful now. 
Afghanistan’s most destructive 
earthquake in decades struck a remote 
southeastern region near the Pakistani 
border on Wednesday last week, killing 
at least 1,000 people, injuring 2,000 and 
destroying 10,000 homes. Among the 
dead were 155 children, with nearly 250 
children injured and 65 orphaned, the 
U.N. humanitarian office (OCHA) said. 
“People ask for cash in the areas, they say they’ve received enough aid,” the 
deputy head of the Afghan Red Crescent Society (ARCS), Mullah Noordden Turaby, 

told a news conference in Kabul.

u The United States is likely 
to announce this week the purchase 
of an advanced medium to long range 
surface-to-air missile defence system 
for Ukraine, a source familiar with the 

matter told Reuters on Sunday. Washington is also expected to announce other 
security assistance for Ukraine, including additional artillery ammunition and 
counter-battery radars to address needs expressed by the Ukrainian military, the 
source added. The weaponry is the latest assistance to be offered to Ukraine by 
the United States since Russia invaded its eastern European neighbor in February. 
This month, President Joe Biden agreed to provide Ukraine with $700 million in 
military aid, including advanced rocket systems that can strike with precision at 
long-range targets.

u NATO will increase the number of its forces at high readiness massively 
to over 300,000, Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg said yesterday. “We will 
transform the NATO 
response force and increase 
the number of our high 
readiness forces to well 
over 300,000,” he told 
reporters ahead of a NATO 
summit in Madrid later this 
week in Madrid. NATO’s quick reaction force, the NATO response force, so far has 
some 40,000 troops.

u France wants sanctions-hit Iran and 
Venezuela to return to the oil markets to alleviate a 
Russian squeeze of energy supplies that has spiked 
prices, a French presidency official said yesterday. It 
also wants a planned mechanism to cap the price of 
oil to be as broad as possible and not be limited to 

Russian output.The French official also 
said Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskiy told G7 leaders on Monday 
morning that the conditions were not 
right to negotiate with Russia and 
wanted to be in a position of strength 
before began any negotiations.

US likely to announce 
this week purchase of 
missile defense system for 

Ukraine

NATO to 
massively increase 
high-readiness 
forces to 300,000 - 

Stoltenberg

France wants 
Iran, Venezuela 
return to oil 

markets

Afghan agency 
says earthquake 
survivors need 
cash; enough aid 

for now

Opioids remain the deadliest drugs, 
it said, with fentanyl driving US 

overdose deaths to a new record: 
the provisional estimate for 2021 is 

107,622.
KNOW WHAT

Magnificent ancient mosaic found near Tel Aviv returns home
Reuters | Lod, Israel

An exceptionally well-pre-
served Roman floor mo-

saic, showing a rich variety of 
fish, animals, birds and ships, 
has returned to the site where 
it was first found in a Tel Aviv 
suburb after a decade-long 
tour of some of the world’s top  
museums.

The 1,700 year-old mosaic, from 
the late Roman period, was dis-
covered in 1996 during highway 
construction work, but was not 
put on display until 2009, when 
sufficient funding to preserve it 
was donated.

The design of the mosaic was 
influenced by North African mo-
saics and lacks any depiction of 
people, suggesting it may have 
belonged to a Christian or a Jew 
who wanted to avoid pagan attrib-
utes such as depiction of Roman 
gods, said archaeologist Amir 
Gorzalczany from the Israel An-
tiquities Authority.

The mosaic will now be exhib-
ited at an archaeological centre 
built where it was found, in Lod. Workers clean a restored Roman-era mosaic after it was put on display at its original site in Lod, now an Israeli city where an archaeological centre has been inaugurated, Israel

Cannabis use has risen with legalisation 
and COVID lockdowns, UN report says

• Legalizing 
drug appears to 
increase regular 
use, UNODC says

• Cannabis on market 
getting stronger in 
terms of THC content

• Cocaine production, 
US opioid overdose 
deaths hit records

Reuters | Vienna

Places including US states 
that have legalised canna-

bis appear to have increased 
its regular use, while COVID 
lockdowns had a similar effect, 
raising the risk of depression 
and suicide, a UN report said 
yesterday. 

Cannabis has long been the 
world’s most widely used drug 
and that use is increasing while 
the cannabis on the market is 
getting stronger in terms of its 
tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) 
content, the United Nations Of-
fice on Drugs and Crime (UN-
ODC) said in its annual World 
Drug Report.

Various US states have legal-

ised non-medical use of canna-
bis, starting with Washington 
and Colorado in 2012. Uruguay 
legalised it in 2013, as did Can-
ada in 2018. Others have taken 
similar steps but the report fo-
cused on those three countries.

“Cannabis legalisation ap-
pears to have accelerated the 
upwards trends in reported dai-
ly use of the drug,” the Vien-
na-based UNODC’s report said.

While the prevalence of can-

nabis use among teenagers “has 
not changed much”, there had 
been “a pronounced increase 
in reported frequent use of 
high-potency products among 
young adults”, it said.

“The proportion of people 
with psychiatric disorders and 
suicides associated with regular 
cannabis use has increased.”

The report said roughly 284 
million people, or 5.6% of the 
world’s population, had used 
a drug such as heroin, cocaine, 
amphetamines or ecstasy in 
2020, the most recent data 
available. Of those, 209 million 
used cannabis.

“Periods of lockdown during 
the COVID-19 pandemic drove 
increases in the use of cannabis 
... in 2020,” it said.

Cocaine production hit a re-
cord in 2020 and trafficking by 
sea is growing, it added, with 
2021 seizure data suggesting an 
expansion outside the two main 
markets of North America and 
Europe into Africa and Asia.

Highland Cafe’s first customer 
Rittipomng Bachkul holds up a 
piece of cannabis at the Highland 
Cafe on the first day of removing it 
from the narcotics list under Thai 
law in Bangkok, Thailand

Italian eyewear tycoon Leonardo 
Del Vecchio dies at 87
Reuters | Milan

Italy’s Leonardo Del Vecchio, 
who rose from childhood 

poverty to build the eyewear 
empire that owns brands such 
as Ray-Ban and Oakley, has died 
at the age of 87, his company 
said yesterday. 

Del Vecchio added a dash of 
Italian style to spectacles and 
became one of Europe’s wealth-
iest men, investing some of his 
riches to build influential stakes 
in Italian financial companies 
Mediobanca and Generali.

The billionaire founded the 
Luxottica business in 1961, ini-
tially to supply components for 
glasses, and remained the chair-
man and major shareholder in 
the world’s biggest eyewear 
group after it combined forces 
with France’s Essilor in 2018.

Fashion designer Giorgio 
Armani was among those to 
pay tribute to Del Vecchio with 
whom he had worked since the 

1980s.
“Together, we invented a 

phenomenon that did not exist: 
we immediately realised that 
glasses, from simple functional 
objects would become indis-
pensable fashion accessories,” 
Armani said.

Partly raised in an orphanage, 
Del Vecchio’s rags-to-riches 
story mirrored Italy’s own re-
covery after World War Two.

“Leonardo Del Vecchio was a 
great Italian. His story, from or-

phanage to leadership of a busi-
ness empire, seems like a story 
from another time. But it is an 
example for today and tomor-
row. RIP,” European Economy 
Commissioner Paolo Gentiloni 
said on Twitter.

Del Vecchio’s influence ex-
tended beyond his own busi-
ness and at the end of 2021, he 
was Italy’s second richest man 
behind Giovanni Ferrero of the 
Nutella-making group, accord-
ing to Forbes.

Qatar to host indirect Iran-US 
talks on reviving 2015 nuclear deal
Reuters | Dubai

Qatar will host indirect 
talks between Iran and the 

United States in the coming 
days, Iranian media report-
ed yesterday, amid a push by 
the European Union to break 
a months-long impasse in the 
negotiations to reinstate a 2015 
nuclear pact.

“Iran has chosen Qatar to 
host the talks because of Do-
ha’s friendly ties with Tehran,” 

Mohammad Marandi, a media 
adviser to Iran’s top nuclear 
negotiator, told the ISNA news 
agency on Monday.

In March, the pact appeared 
close to being secured when the 
EU - which is coordinating ne-
gotiations - invited foreign min-
isters representing the accord’s 
parties to Vienna to finalise an 
agreement after 11 months of 
indirect talks between Tehran 
and President Joe Biden’s ad-
ministration. But the talks have 

since been suspended, chiefly 
over Tehran’s insistence that 
Washington remove the Islam-
ic Revolutionary Guard Corps 
(IRGC), its elite security force, 
from the US Foreign Terrorist 
Organization list.

The European Union’s for-
eign policy chief Josep Borrell, 
who traveled to Iran last week, 
said on Saturday the indirect 
talks were expected to resume 
in the coming days in a Gulf 
country.

S.Africa says 21 teens likely killed by something they drank, ate or smoked
Reuters | Cape Town

South African authorities in-
vestigating 21 teenagers found 

dead at an east coast tavern over 
the weekend said yesterday the 
youths were probably killed by 
something they ate, drank or 
smoked, ruling out the earli-
er-touted possibility of a stam-
pede.

The still unexplained deaths 
of the teens, some of whom were 
celebrating the end of school ex-

ams and others a birthday party, 
have brought an outpouring of 
grief and shocked a nation accus-
tomed to injuries linked to a binge 
drinking culture.

“It is either something they in-
gested which will point to poison-
ing, whether its food or drinks, 
or it is something they inhaled,” 
Unathi Binqose, spokesperson 
for the Eastern Cape’s provincial 
community safety department 
said by telephone on Monday. He 
said hookah pipes were visible in 

CCTV footage of the scene.
“We are ruling out a stampede 

completely,” he added, after ini-
tial media reports suggested this 
might be a possible cause of the 
deaths. Police said 21 had died, 
one fewer than originally thought. 

Eastern Cape police spokesper-
son Brigadier Tembinkosi Kinana 
told Reuters that the youngest of 
the victims was a 13-year-old girl.

Addressing a crowd outside a 
mortuary in East London on Sun-
day, an emotional Police Minister 

Bheki Cele had to pause speaking 
as he started weeping, triggering 
a chorus of cries among his au-
dience.

Pictures circulating on social 
media since Sunday, still unver-
ified by the authorities, showed 
the bodies of youths lying scat-
tered across the floor of the tav-
ern, some also seen motionless on 
tables and couches.

Authorities are expected to pro-
duce a toxicology report as part of 
the investigation.

Forensic personnel investigate after the deaths of patrons found inside the 
Enyobeni Tavern, in Scenery Park, outside East London in the Eastern Cape 
province, South Africa,

Russia in historic default
• Grace period on $100 
mln interest payment due 
May 27 ended Sunday

• Russia default shows 
dramatic impact of 
sanctions-US official

• Russian missiles 
hit crowded shopping 
mall in central 
Ukraine - Zelenskiy

Reuters | London

Russia defaulted on its in-
ternational bonds for the 
first time in more than a 

century, the White House said, 
as sweeping sanctions have effec-
tively cut the country off from the 
global financial system, rendering 
its assets untouchable.

The Kremlin, which has the 
money to make payments thanks 
to oil and gas revenues, swiftly 
rejected the claims, and has ac-
cused the West of driving it into 
an artificial default. 

Earlier, some bondholders said 
they had not received overdue 
interest on Monday following the 

expiry of a key payment deadline 
on Sunday. Russia has struggled to 
keep up payments on $40 billion 
of outstanding bonds since its 
invasion of Ukraine on Feb. 24.

“This morning’s news around 
the finding of Russia’s default, 
for the first time in more than a 
century, situates just how strong 
the actions are that the U.S., along 
with allies and partners have 
taken, as well as how dramatic 
the impact has been on Russia’s 
economy,” the U.S. official said 
on the sidelines of a G7 summit 
in Germany.

Russia’s efforts to avoid what 
would be its first major default 
on international bonds since the 
Bolshevik revolution more than 
a century ago hit a roadblock in 
late May when the US Treasury 
Department’s Office of Foreign 
Assets Control (OFAC) effectively 
blocked Moscow from making 
payments.

“Since March we thought that 
a Russian default is probably in-
evitable, and the question was 
just when,” Dennis Hranitzky, 
head of sovereign litigation at law 
firm Quinn Emanuel, told Reuters 
ahead of the Sunday deadline.

“OFAC has intervened to answer 
that question for us, and the de-
fault is now upon us.”

A formal default would be 
largely symbolic given Russia 
cannot borrow internationally 
at the moment and doesn’t need 
to thanks to plentiful oil and gas 
export revenues. But the stigma 
would probably raise its borrow-
ing costs in future. The payments 
in question are $100 million in in-
terest on two bonds, one denom-
inated in US dollars and another 
in euros , that Russia was due to 
pay on May 27. The payments had 
a grace period of 30 days, which 
expired on Sunday.

Russia rejected claims that is 
had defaulted on its external debt 
for the first time in more than a 
century, telling investors to go to 
Western financial agents for the 
cash which was sent but bond-
holders did not receive. “State-
ments of a default are absolutely 
unjustified,” Kremlin spokesper-
son Dmitry Peskov said. 

Russia’s finance ministry said it 
made the payments to its onshore 
National Settlement Depository 
(NSD) in euros and dollars, adding 
it had fulfilled obligations.

In a call with reporters, Krem-
lin spokesperson Dmitry Peskov 
said the fact that payments had 
been blocked by Euroclear be-
cause of Western sanctions on 
Russia was “not our problem”.

Pledging new sanctions, G7 to stand with Ukraine 
‘for as long as it takes’
Reuters | Schloss Elmau, Ger-
many

The Group of Seven club of 
wealthy nations yesterday 

vowed to stand with Ukraine 
“for as long as it takes”, prom-
ising to tighten the squeeze 
on Russia’s finances with new 
sanctions that include a propos-
al to cap the price of Russian oil.

The announcement came 
after Ukraine’s President Vo-
lodymyr Zelenskiy, addressing 
G7 leaders at their summit in 
the Bavarian Alps via a video 

link, asked for weapons and air 
defences to gain the upper hand 
in the war against Russia within 
months.

The G7 statement aimed to 
signal that its members were 
ready to back Ukraine for the 
long haul, at a time when soar-
ing inflation and energy short-
ages - fuelled by Russia’s inva-
sion - have tested the West’s 
sanctions resolve.

“We will continue to provide 
financial, humanitarian, mil-
itary and diplomatic support 

and stand with Ukraine for as 
long as it takes,” the statement  
said.

After missiles rained down 
on Kyiv on Sunday, US National 
Security Advisor Jake Sullivan 
said the United States was read-
ying a new weapons package 
for Ukraine that included long-
range air defences and ammu-
nition.

The G7 countries said they 
had also pledged or were ready 
to grant up to $29.5 billion for 
Ukraine.

India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi is one of the five leaders of guest nations joining the G7 for talks on climate change, 
energy, health, food security and gender equality on the second day of the summit.


