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Mandy Moore plans to 
take a little break from 

acting to be mom.
T h e  3 8 -ye a r- o l d  a c-

tress-and-singer has re-
vealed she plans to spend 

some quality time with 
her 15-month-old son 
Gus - whom she has 

with husband Taylor 
Goldsmith - be-

fore deciding 
what to do 

next after 
the last 

e p i -
sode 

of her hit NBC family drama 
‘This Is Us’ wraps this week.

Mandy - who is preparing to 
bid an emotional farewell to 
the character Rebecca Pearson, 
whom she has played since 2016 
- told ‘Entertainment Tonight’: 
“I was pregnant with Gus all 
throughout the fifth season and 
then I went back to work when 
he was a month old.

“So, I’m excited to be a mom 
for a minute, then figure out 

what I wanna do after that.”
Meanwhile, the ‘Candy’ sing-

er recently revealed she gets 
parenting inspiration from her 
‘This Is Us’ alter ego.

Mandy hailed her character 
as the “ultimate guide” when 
it comes to raising her family.

She said: “I’ve been so lucky 
to have the ultimate guide with 
Rebecca. She’s human and fal-
lible, but her family and being 
a mother are always her top 
priority.”

With the show set to end after 
six seasons, Mandy was thank-
ful to have her new album, ‘In 
Real Life’, to focus on.

She added: “I feel grateful 
that I have the emotional ca-
tharsis of the record coming out 
and being able to go out on the 
road and process everything. 
I’m definitely feeling all of the 
things!”

Despite his young age, Gus 
is already showing signs of fol-
lowing in his parents’ musical 
footsteps.

Jennifer Connelly recalls flying with 
Tom Cruise: ‘He’s such a good pilot’
Fox | Los Angeles

Jennifer Connelly is facing 
her flying fears.

In a recent interview with 
Good Morning America, the 
actress, 51, admitted that flying 
isn’t her “favorite” thing to do 
despite the movie being about 

airplanes. She shared that 
her co-star, Tom Cruise, 
took her up in a World 
War II-era plane during 
their time filming “Top 
Gun: Maverick.”

“It was an extraordi-
nary experience,” 

Connelly said. “It 
was a P-51, which 
is a World War II 
plane, and it was 

pretty extraordinary. 
We were flying, 
skimming the 
top of  the 
mountains 
and there 
was a jet 
right off 
our wing 
that was 
filming us, 
so it  was 
d e f i n i t e l y 
flying unlike 
any flying I’ve 
done before.”

When asked if she was 
nervous to get in the plane with 
Cruise, she responded, “He’s 
such a good pilot and he’s 
so meticulous in absolutely 

everything that he 
does, so it was 

kind of ther-
apeutic for 

me.”
She con-

t i n u e d : 
“As some-
one who 
d o e s n ’ t 
really love 

to fly to do 
that kind of 

f ly ing  with 
someone l ike 

him I could just en-
joy it.”

Connelly stars as Cruise’s 
love interest in the recently re-
leased film. She shares in the 
interview that before filming, 

she had never met the actor or 
starred with him in a movie.

“He’s just a great actor, so he 
makes it just a joy working with 
him,” Connelly said as she de-
scribed her character’s role in 
the movie.

Connelly plays the charac-
ter Penny Bengamin in “Top 
Gun: Maverick” which was 
mentioned in the original 1986 
“Top Gun.”

“I love the idea of their re-
lationship,” Connelly said of 
Penny Bengamin and Lt. Pete 
“Maverick” Mitchell. “So these 
characters have known each 
other for a long time, so I think 
it was a fun place to 
start their relation-
ship.”

Halsey claims she can’t release 
new music without going viral
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Halsey claims her record la-
bel won’t “let” her release 

a new song until she goes viral 
on TikTok.

The 27-year-old singer is keen 
to bring out the track as soon 
as possible but has accused As-
tralwerks/Capitol Records of 
putting the breaks on her plans 
because, despite her huge re-
cord sales, they want to wait 
and capitalise on the publicity 
of a major online moment.

S h e  c a p t i o n e d  a  v i d e o 
shared to TikTok, in which she 
frowned while seemingly the 
new song played in the back-
ground: “Basically, I have a song 
that I love that I want to release 
ASAP, but my record label won’t 
let me.

“I’ve been in this industry 
for eight years and I’ve sold 
over 165 million records and 
my record company is saying I 
can’t release [the song] unless 
they can fake a viral moment 

on TikTok.”
The ‘Without Me’ hitmak-

er - who uses both feminine 
and neutral pronouns - insisted 
their situation isn’t uncommon 
in the music industry.

The caption continued: 
“Everything is marketing. And 
they are doing this to every art-
ist these days. I just want to re-
lease music, man and I deserve 
better tbh. I’m tired.”

Halsey  -  who has 
10-month-old son 
Ender with part-
ner Alev Aydin 
- previously 
took a swipe 
at  the ex-
ecutives in 
c h a rg e  o f 
her career 
w h e n  s h e 
recalled re-
veal ing  her 
pregnancy.

Speaking short-
ly after she’d given 
birth, they said: “You 

have to call the CEO of X, Y, Z 
and say, ‘Hey, hi. I’m just 
calling to let you know, 
I’m pregnant. I didn’t 
want you to find out 
on Instagram. I want-
ed to tell you myself, 
personally. It’s still 
business as usual 
over here though, 
don’t worry.

I’ve been in this 
industry for eight 

years and I’ve sold over 
165 million records and 
my record company is 

saying I can’t release [the 
song] unless they can 

fake a viral moment 
on TikTok
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celebs

Across
1- Gutter site; 5- Impersonator; 9- Voucher; 13- Labor; 14- Vive ___!; 16- “That smarts!”; 17- 
Caesar’s wings; 18- Teases; 19- Chicken cordon ___; 20- Office person; 22- ___, Christian Soldiers; 
24- Marsh plant; 27- Blackthorn fruit; 28- Take into custody; 29- Yankee Stadium pitch 
directed at the batter’s head; 33- Peruses; 34- Fender ding; 35- Portico; 36- Film director Lee; 
37- Gettysburg general; 38- Frozen Wasser; 39- Fall short; 41- Big birds; 42- Stylish; 44- Edible 
snail; 46- Steeples; 47- Farrow and Hamm; 48- Quartz variety; 49- Be short with; 52- ___ carte; 
53- Tailless amphibian; 57- Canceled; 58- Broadcasting; 60- Hankering; 61- Architect Saarin-
en; 62- Pluck; 63- Sincere; 64- Enthusiastic vigor and liveliness; 65- Feat; 66- Vogue rival;

 Down 
1- LAX posting; 2- “You’ve got mail” co.; 3- By way of; 4- Voted into a seat; 5- Although; 6- Bit 
of wisdom; 7- Actor Estrada; 8- Spoil; 9- Spider’s traps; 10- Dance that tells a story; 11- Bakery 
worker; 12- Dull sound; 15- Set apart; 21- Miss; 23- Smoking alternative; 24- Wide-mouthed 
bottle; 25- Places of contest; 26- Calamitous; 27- Transmits; 29- Humdinger; 30- Shed ___; 
31- French wine valley; 32- Wears well; 34- Band’s sample tapes; 37- Measurement of atomic 
power; 40- Pasquinade; 42- Bond, for one; 43- Batter; 45- Inlet; 46- Caught; 48- Martini 
garnish; 49- Dagger of yore; 50- Christmas song; 51- Pearl Mosque city; 52- Bern’s river; 54- 
Hurler Hershiser; 55- I’ve Got ___ in Kalamazoo; 56- Remove from text; 59- Homer’s neighbor;

S U D O K U C R O S S W O R D

Yesterday’s solution Yesterday’s solution

How to play
Place a number in the empty boxes in such 
a way that each row across, each column 
down and each 9-box square contains all 
of the numbers from one to nine. 

Mandy Moore to take a little 
breaking from acting to be mom

Samuel L Jackson 
joins Garfield cast
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Samuel L. Jackson has joined 
the cast of ‘Garfield’.

The 73-year-old actor will 
voice the lasagna-loving, Mon-
day-hating cat’s father Vic - a 
new character created for the 
upcoming movie, which stars 
Chris Pratt in the lead role - in 
Alcon Entertainment’s ani-
mated feature film based on 
the iconic comic strip of the 
same name.

Jackson will voice the new 
character alongside Pratt’s 
take on ginger feline Garfield 
in a movie based on a script 
written by David Reynolds, 
with director Mark Dindal at 
the helm.

Sony Pictures will distribute 
the movie globally - besides 
China - with the ‘Garfield’ 
comic’s creator Davis serving 
as executive producers.

Cartoonist Jim Davis first 
created the loveable ginger 
cat for a comic in 1978, and 
the titular moggy was joined 
by owner Jon Arbuckle and his 
pet dog Odie.

The mischievous kitty made 
its big-screen debut in the 
live-action/animated 2004 

film ‘Garfield’, which got a se-
quel, ‘Garfield: A Tail of Two 
Kitties’, two years later.

Pratt is no stranger to voice 
acting, having already voiced 
Barley Lightfoot in Disney 
Pixar’s ‘Onward’ and Emmett 
in ‘The Lego Movie’, and it was 
previously announced that the 
star is set to voice Mario in the 
new ‘Super Mario Bros’ movie.

Meanwhile, Jackson - who 
has appeared in hit films 
like the ‘Star Wars’ prequels 
and ‘Jurassic Park’ during 
a prolific big screen career 
- recently explained he 
gravitates towards 
flicks he would 
have enjoyed 
when he was 
younger.

Samuel said: 
“I don’t do a 
lot of cinemat-
ic character 
studies. I tend 
to do popcorn 
m o v i e s  a n d 
movies  that 
I would have 
g o n e  t o  s e e 
when I was a 
kid, movies that 
make me happy.

Khloe Kardashian: I’ve only had one nose job
IANS | Los Angeles

Re a l i t y  T V  p e r s o n a l i t y 
Khloe Kardashian has ad-

mitted to being “offended” 
by recent rumours about her  
appearance.

The 37-year- old star  has 

confessed to being “offended” by 
recent rumours that she’s under-
gone 12 face transplants, reports  
femalefirst.co.uk.

Khloe explained: “It did use to both-
er me when people were [saying] I’ve 
had 12 face transplants. I’m like, ‘Oh, 
my God, I have?’ I was like, ‘That’s  

crazy.’”
The ‘Kardashi-

ans’ star has been 
baffled by the recent 
rumours, and insist-
ed she’s only gone 
under the knife one 
time.
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Mandy is preparing 
to bid an emotional 

farewell to the ‘This Is 
Us’ character Rebecca 

Pearson, whom she 
has played since 2016
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