
Hazel Ilagan was a popular child 
actress whose showbiz career 
was on the wane as she grew 

beyond her teenage years. Louie Puyat 
was a Pinoy who lived in Japan since he 
was 10 years old, now making a living 
as a fisherman and a waiter in the out-
skirts of Saga City. 

One day, Hazel impulsively left for 
Japan after a major argument with her 
nagging mother, and fortuitously found 
herself in the restaurant where Louie 
worked. Despite their differences in 
interests and attitudes, Louie agreed to 
guide Hazel around town, and eventu-
ally, with her life choices. 

Julia Barretto had a tough role to 
play. Hazel is a very immature and 
petulant spoiled brat who believed that 
everyone around her is at her beck and 
call. Needless to say, this was one loud, 
annoying, self-centered character who 
was quite unlikable. The script blamed 
her parents for raising her wrongly 
with their misguided intentions. But re-
ally, as she grew up to young adulthood, 
shouldn’t she already know right from 
wrong? She was already aware that her 
popularity was sagging, yet there she 
was still acting like a diva.

For me, “Between Maybes” belonged 
more to Gerald Anderson. Since he 
grew up in Japan, his Louie had fully 
imbibed the Japanese way of life. He 
was a true gentleman who never took 

advantage of this rebelling girl who 
was practically giving herself to him. 
He was kind and patient, keeping a 
respectable distance through all her 
foolishness, until that moment came 
when he already felt that she was finally 
already thinking straight. His calm 
face and demeanor was the personifi-
cation of Japanese zen. Anderson and 
Barretto, being from different batches 

of actors, eight years apart in real life, 
were not predictable casting choices for 
a romantic pair. Louie was older and 
had already mad

e major decisions in his life -- deci-
sions that Hazel was only about to make 
in her life. This was why there was a 
need to cast someone older (and wiser) 
to guide this poor little lost girl to make 
the right choices in life. However, this is 

also the reason why the romance angle 
does not stick too well. Louie felt too 
much like an elder brother to Hazel 
rather than a boyfriend. 

In supporting roles were Yayo Aguila 
as Myra, Hazel’s stage mother from 
hell, and Christian Vasquez as Jerry, 
her wimpy father. Aguila’s characteri-
zation of Myra is a resonant cautionary 
message to enthusiastic parents who 
are pushing their cute kids into show-
biz and striking while the iron is hot 
without regard for the child’s welfare. 
A Japanese actress Kayoko Iwasaki 

played Louie’s boss in Saga with the 
unfortunate name of Ms. Sadako (like 
the girl who crawled out of the TV in 
“Ringu”), who showed concern over 
his loneliness. 

The script gave Barretto some pretty 
awkward things to do and lines to say. 
During the first day she met Louie, she 
was also the one who broached the 
subject of a sexual hookup right there 
and then in her hotel room. Later in the 
film, she also took the initiative for her 
to stay overnight in Louie’s house, and 
then in his room. While I realize that 
sexual mores among the millennials are 
more liberal nowadays, these scenes did 
not sit well with a person my age who 
would be protective of Hazel as my own 
daughter. 

The shots by director of photography 
Carlos David S. Mauricio were vibrantly 
beautiful with amazingly bright colors, 
especially those scenes in the seaside 
village outside Saga, Japan. The ec-
lectic musical soundtrack went from 
“squammy” hip-hop to cheesy ‘90s pop, 
but the main theme song was the chill 
and romantic “Your Universe,” as sung 
by Acel Van Ommen. 

Overall, this film directed by Jason 
Paul Laxamana not only looked and 
sounded gorgeous, but it also deliv-
ered an important lesson about making 
mature decisions in life as responsible 
adults.
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OASIS JUFFAIR
1-ALADDIN (PG) (ADVENTURE) NEW
*- WILL SMITH, NAOMI SCOTT, MENA MASSOUD

DAILY AT (KIDS CINEMA): 12.45 + 5.30 + 8.15 + 11.00 PM
DAILY AT (ATMOS): 10.30 AM + 1.15 + 4.00 + 6.45 + 9.30 + 
12.15 MN
DAILY AT (3D): 12.30 + 3.15 + 6.00 + 8.45 + 11.30 PM
DAILY AT (VIP): 12.45 + 3.30 + 6.15 + 9.00 + 11.45 PM

2-ISHQ (PG-15) (MALAYALAM) NEW
*- SHANE NIGAM, ANN SHEETAL

DAILY AT: 12.30 + 3.15 + 6.00 + 8.45 + 11.30 PM

3-AVENGERS: ENDGAME (PG-15) (ACTION/ADVEN-
TURE) 
*- BRIE LARSON, ROBERT DOWNEY JR., KAREN GILLAN

DAILY AT: 12.45 + 4.15 + 7.45 + 11.15 PM

4-DE DE PYAAR DE (15+) (HINDI/COMEDY/ROMAN-
TIC/DRAMA)    
*- AJAY DEVGN, TABU, RAKUL PREET SINGH

DAILY AT: 10.30 AM + 1.00 + 3.45 + 6.30 + 9.15 + 12.00 MN

5-UGLYDOLLS (PG) (ANIMATION/COMEDY/ADVEN-
TURE)   
*- EMMA ROBERTS, KELLY CLARKSON, GABRIEL IGLESIAS

DAILY AT: 12.00 + 2.00 + 4.00 PM
DAILY AT (KIDS CINEMA): 10.45 AM + 3.30 PM 

6-MR. LOCAL (PG-13) (TAMIL)  
*- SIVA KARTHIKEYAN, NAYAN THARA, RAADHIKA

DAILY AT: 11.45 AM + 2.45 + 5.45 + 8.45 + 11.45 PM 

7-UYARE (PG-15) (MALAYALAM)  
*- PARVATHY THIRUVOTH, ASIF ALI, TOVINO THOMAS

DAILY AT: 6.00 + 8.30 + 11.00 PM

8-ORU YAMANDAN PREMA KATHA (PG-15) (MALAY-
ALAM) 
*- DULQUER SALMAN, SOUBIN SAHIR, SAMYUKTHA MENON

DAILY AT: 1.00 + 4.15 + 7.30 + 10.45 PM  

CITYCENTRE
1-ALADDIN (PG) (ADVENTURE) NEW
*- WILL SMITH, NAOMI SCOTT, MENA MASSOUD

DAILY AT: 10.45 AM + 12.30 + 1.30 + 3.15 + 4.15 + 6.00 + 7.00 
+ 8.45 + 9.45 + 11.30 PM +           
12.30 MN
DAILY AT (ATMOS): 10.15 AM + 1.00 + 3.45 + 6.30 + 9.15 + 
12.00 MN
DAILY AT (IMAX 3D): 12.00 + 2.45 + 5.30 + 8.15 + 11.00 PM
DAILY AT (VIP I): 12.15 + 3.00 + 5.45 + 8.30 +11.15 PM
DAILY AT (VIP II): 12.45 + 3.30 + 6.15 + 9.00 + 11.45 PM

2-AVENGERS: ENDGAME (PG-15) (ACTION/ADVEN-
TURE) 
*- BRIE LARSON, ROBERT DOWNEY JR., KAREN GILLAN

DAILY AT: 10.15 AM + 1.00 + 1.30 + 4.30 + 5.00 + 8.00 + 8.30 
+ 11.30 PM +12.00 MN
DAILY AT (3D): 12.30 + 4.00 + 7.30 + 11.00 PM

3-DUMBO (PG) (ADVENTURE/DRAMA/FAMILY)  
*- COLIN FARRELL, MICHAEL KEATON, DANNY DEVITO

DAILY AT: 12.00 + 2.15 + 4.30 + 6.45 + 9.00 + 11.15 PM

4-BRIGHTBURN (15+) (THRILLER/HORROR)  
*- ELIZABETH BANKS, DAVID DENMAN, JACKSON A. DUNN

DAILY AT: 10.45 AM + 12.45 + 2.45 + 4.45 + 6.45 + 8.45 + 
10.45 + 12.45 MN

5-UGLYDOLLS (PG) (ANIMATION/COMEDY/ADVEN-
TURE)   
*- EMMA ROBERTS, KELLY CLARKSON, GABRIEL IGLESIAS

DAILY AT: 11.00 AM + 1.00 + 3.00 + 5.00 + 7.00 + 9.00 + 
11.00 PM 

6-LONG SHOT (15+) (COMEDY/ROMANTIC) 
*- CHARLIZE THERON, SETH ROGEN, JUNE DIANE RAPHAEL

DAILY AT: 11.30 AM + 2.00 + 4.30 + 7.00 + 9.30 + 12.00 MN

7-SHAZAM! (PG-15) (ACTION/COMEDY/ADVENTURE)
*- ZACHARY LEVI, MARK STRONG (II), ASHER ANGEL

DAILY AT: 12.45 + 3.30 + 6.15 + 9.00 + 11.45 PM 

8-WONDER PARK (PG) (ANIMATION/ADVENTURE/
COMEDY)   
*- BRIANNA DENSKI, JENNIER GARNER, KEN HUDSON 
CAMPBELL

DAILY AT: 11.15 AM + 1.15 + 3.15 + 5.15 + 7.15 + 9.15 + 11.15 PM

9-ESCAPE ROOM (PG-15) (THRILLER)
*- TAYLOR RUSSELL, LOGAN MILLER, DEBORAH ANN WOLL

DAILY AT: 12.00 + 2.00 + 4.00 + 6.00 + 8.00 + 10.00 + 12.00 
MN

10-COLD PURSUIT (15+) (ACTION/CRIME/DRAMA)  
*- LIAM NEESON, EMMY ROSSUM, LAURA DERN

DAILY AT: 11.15 AM + 1.45 + 4.15 + 6.45 + 9.15 + 11.45 PM 

11-THE CURSE OF LA LLORONA (15+)  (HORROR/
THRILLER)  
*- LINDA CARDELLINI, RAYMOND CRUZ, PATRICIA VELASQUEZ

DAILY AT: 2.30 + 7.00 + 11.30 PM 

12-CAPTAIN MARVEL (PG-13) (ACTION/ADVENTURE)  
*- BRIE LARSON, GEMMA CHAN, SAMUEL L. JACKSON

DAILY AT: 12.00 + 4.30 + 9.00 PM

SEEF (II)
1-ALADDIN (PG) (ADVENTURE) NEW
*- WILL SMITH, NAOMI SCOTT, MENA MASSOUD

DAILY AT: 12.45 + 3.30 + 6.15 + 9.00 + 11.45 PM
DAILY AT (3D): 12.15 + 3.00 + 5.45 + 8.30 + 11.15 PM

2-GOODLAND (PG-15) (THRILLER/CRIME/DRAMA) 
NEW   
*- MATT WEISS, CINNAMON SCHULTZ, SARA CAROLYNN 
KENNEDY

DAILY AT: 10.30 AM + 2.30 + 6.30 + 10.30 PM

3-DISCARNATE (15+) (THRILLER/HORROR) NEW 
*- THOMAS KRETSCHMANN, NADINE VELAZQUEZ, BEX 
TAYLOR-KLAUS

DAILY AT: 12.30 + 4.30 + 8.30 + 12.30 MN

4-MUKLAWA (PG) (PUNJABI/COMEDY/ROMANTIC/
DRAMA) NEW  
*- SONAM BAJWA, AMMY VIRK, GURPREET GHUGGI

DAILY AT: 11.30 AM + 2.00 + 4.30 + 7.00 + 9.30 + 12.00 MN

5-CHANDIGARH AMRITSAR CHANDIGARH (PG-13) 
(PUNJABI/COMEDY/ROMANTIC) NEW
*- SARGUN MEHTA, GIPPY GREWAL

DAILY AT: 1.30 + 6.30 + 11.30 PM

6-NEEYA 2 (PG-15) (TAMIL) NEW
*- JAI, RAAI LAXMI, CATHERINE TRESA, VARALAXMI SARATH-
KUMAR

FROM FRIDAY 24TH
DAILY AT: 6.30 + 9.00 + 11.30 PM

7-AVENGERS: ENDGAME (PG-15) (ACTION/ADVEN-
TURE) 
*- BRIE LARSON, ROBERT DOWNEY JR., KAREN GILLAN

DAILY AT: 1.15 + 4.45 + 8.15 + 11.45 PM

8-DUMBO (PG) (ADVENTURE/DRAMA/FAMILY)  
*- COLIN FARRELL, MICHAEL KEATON, DANNY DEVITO

DAILY AT: 11.45 AM + 2.00 + 4.15 + 6.30 + 8.45 + 11.00 PM

9-UGLYDOLLS (PG) (ANIMATION/COMEDY/ADVEN-
TURE)   
*- EMMA ROBERTS, KELLY CLARKSON, GABRIEL IGLESIAS

DAILY AT: 10.30 AM + 12.30 + 2.30 + 4.30 PM

10-THE CONVENT (PG-13) (HORROR)   
*- MICHAEL IRONSIDE, ROSIE DAY, CLARE HIGGINS

DAILY AT: 12.00 + 4.00 + 8.00 + 12.00 MN                                                                                     
11-CONTRACT TO KILL (PG-15) (ACTION/THRILLER)  
*- STEVEN SEAGAL, RUSSELL WONG, JEMMA DALLENDER

DAILY AT: 2.00 + 6.00 + 10.00 PM

12- STUDENT OF THE YEAR 2 (PG-15) (HINDI/ROMAN-
TIC/COMEDY/DRAMA)
*- TIGER SHROFF, TARA SUTARIA, ANANYA PANDEY 

DAILY AT: 10.45 AM + 3.45 + 8.45 PM

13-MR. LOCAL (PG-13) (TAMIL)  
*- SIVA KARTHIKEYAN, NAYAN THARA, RAADHIKA

DAILY AT: 11.30 AM + 2.30 + 5.30 + 8.30 + 11.30 PM

SEEF (I) 
1-ALADDIN (PG) (ADVENTURE) NEW
*- WILL SMITH, NAOMI SCOTT, MENA MASSOUD

DAILY AT: 11.00 AM + 1.45 + 4.30 + 7.15 + 10.00 + 12.45 MN

2-BETWEEN MAYBES (PG-15) (FILIPINO/ DRAMA/
ROMANTIC) NEW  
*- GERALD ANDERSON, JULIA BARRETTO

DAILY AT: 10.30 AM + 12.45 + 3.00 + 5.15 + 7.30 + 9.45 + 
12.00 MN

3-SITA (     ) (TELGU) NEW  
*- KAJAL AGGARWAL, BELLAMKONDA SRINIVAS, SONU SOOD

FROM FRIDAY 24TH
DAILY AT: 10.45 AM + 3.45 + 8.45 PM

 
 

4-ISHQ (PG-15) (MALAYALAM) NEW
*- SHANE NIGAM, ANN SHEETAL

DAILY AT: 1.00 + 3.45 + 6.30 + 9.15 + 12.00 MN  

5-LISAA (     ) (TAMIL) NEW
*- ANJALI, MAKARAND DESHPANDE AND YOGI BABU

DAILY AT: 1.30 + 6.30 + 11.30 PM

6-DE DE PYAAR DE (15+) (HINDI/COMEDY/ROMAN-
TIC/DRAMA)    
*- AJAY DEVGN, TABU, RAKUL PREET SINGH

DAILY AT: 12.15 + 3.00 + 5.45 + 8.30 + 11.15 PM

7-UYARE (PG-15) (MALAYALAM)  
*- PARVATHY THIRUVOTH, ASIF ALI, TOVINO THOMAS

DAILY AT: 11.00 AM + 1.30 + 4.00 + 6.30 + 9.00 + 11.30 PM

SAAR
1-ALADDIN (PG) (ADVENTURE) NEW

*- WILL SMITH, NAOMI SCOTT, MENA MASSOUD

DAILY AT: 7.30 + 8.30 + 9.00 + 10.15 + 11.15 + 11.45 PM

2-AVENGERS: ENDGAME (PG-15) (ACTION/ADVEN-
TURE) 
*- BRIE LARSON, ROBERT DOWNEY JR., KAREN GILLAN

DAILY AT: 8.00 PM

3-LONG SHOT (15+) (COMEDY/ROMANTIC) 
*- CHARLIZE THERON, SETH ROGEN, JUNE DIANE RAPHAEL

DAILY AT: 11.30 PM

AL HAMRA
1-ISHQ (PG-15) (MALAYALAM) NEW
*- SHANE NIGAM, ANN SHEETAL

DAILY AT: 3.00 + 9.00 + (12.00 MN THURS/FRI)

2-MR. LOCAL (PG-13) (TAMIL)  
*- SIVA KARTHIKEYAN, NAYAN THARA, RAADHIKA

DAILY AT:12.00 + 6.00 PM

WADI AL SAIL
1-ALADDIN (PG) (ADVENTURE) NEW
*- WILL SMITH, NAOMI SCOTT, MENA MASSOUD

DAILY AT: 9.00 + 9.30 + 11.45 PM + 12.15 MN
DAILY AT (3D): 8.30 + 11.15 PM

2-ISHQ (PG-15) (MALAYALAM) NEW
*- SHANE NIGAM, ANN SHEETAL

DAILY AT: 8.15 + 11.00 PM

3-DE DE PYAAR DE (15+) (HINDI/COMEDY/ROMANTIC/
DRAMA)    
*- AJAY DEVGN, TABU, RAKUL PREET SINGH

DAILY AT: 8.45 + 11.30 PM

4-UGLYDOLLS (PG) (ANIMATION/COMEDY/ADVEN-
TURE)   
*- EMMA ROBERTS, KELLY CLARKSON, GABRIEL IGLESIAS

DAILY AT: 7.45 + 9.45 + 11.45 PM 

M O V I E  R E V I E W

Between Maybes: An effective love story that goes 
beyond your usual love team

A scene from ‘Between Maybes’

KNOW WHAT

Escape is an underlying theme 
of Jason Paul Laxamana’s 
carefully plotted Between 

Maybes. Within the construct 
and common pleasures of 

the commonplace rom-com, 
the film builds very familiar 
fantasies, only to twist them 

and put upon the pedestal the 
supremacy of real life


