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An alleged work by British street artist Banksy depicting a migrant child wearing a lifejacket holding a pink flare, is painted 
on the outer wall of a house overlooking the canal Rio de Ca Foscari, in Venice

An unnamed man supposed to be British street artist Banksy siting next to a montage of oil paintings entitled “Venice in oil” portraying a massive cruise ship surrounded by tiny Venetian gondola boats.

Banksy, the elusive artist

AFP 

Five years ago, British street 
artist Banksy adorned the 
side of a once uninspiring 

white brick building in Bristol 
with the familiar image of a girl 
gazing out solemnly.

The dank courtyard beneath 
the stencil has, like many oth-
er spots the mysterious artist 
has decorated in his purported 
home city in southwest England, 
become one of Britain’s most 
photographed places.

A parody pastiche of “Girl 
with a Pearl Earring” by Dutch 
Golden Age painter Johannes 
Vermeer, it bears all the hall-
marks of Banksy’s cheekily ir-
reverent style.

The elusive Briton, whose 
identity is said to be known to 
only a handful of friends, has 
positioned the work so that a 
hexagonal security alarm box 
sits in place of the earring.

The creation, now one of his 
most famous, is known as “The 
Girl with a Pierced Eardrum”.

It attracts admirers dai-
ly, many of them tourists on a 
well-trodden trail heavily docu-
mented on social media.

“Well Hung Lover”, around 15 
minutes walk away, is another 
popular stop.

Depicting a naked man hang-
ing from the ledge of a window, 
below a lingerie-clad woman 
and a suited man looking out, it 
has graced the wall of a former 

sexual health clinic since 2006.
Standing on the street trans-

fixed by the image, a group of 
French schoolchildren listen 
attentively to a guide narrating 
the remarkable backstory of the 
king of street art.

 ‘Nobody ever listened to me’
Banksy’s most famous, or 

perhaps infamous, work is now 
called “Love is in the Bin”.

Moments after the painting 
“Girl with Balloon” sold for 
£1,042,000 ($1.4 million, 1.2 
million euros) last year -- a joint 
record for the maverick artist 
-- it literally went through the 
shredder, which was hidden in 
the frame.

The buyer went through with 
the purchase, and some art ex-
perts say it is now worth more 
than it had been before the stunt.

Despite years in the interna-
tional spotlight as he became 
one of the most famous artists of 
his generation, remarkably little 
is known about Banksy.

“Nobody ever listened to me 
until they didn’t know who I 
was,” he has said with character-
istic irony.Legend has it he was 
born in Bristol in 1974.

He attended an educational 
project offering young graffiti 
artists the chance to practise 
their art without breaking the 
law, according to John Nation, 
sometimes nicknamed the “god-
father” of Bristol street art.

“As a young boy, he’d come 

to the centre and watch people 
paint,” he told the Huffington 
Post. “He was heavily into hip 
hop culture, graffiti.”

Banksy then purportedly 
joined the DryBreadZ Crew 
(DBZ), a gang of street artists 
formed in the early 1990s.

It was a time of cultural blos-
soming for the city, which in-
cluded the so-called Bristol 
Sound of Massive Attack and 
Portishead, pioneers of trip hop 
music.

‘Accepted’
In 2001, the artist reportedly 

accompanied Bristol amateur 
football club Easton Cowboys 
on a tour of Mexico, playing as a 
goalkeeper and producing sever-
al stencilled works while there.

His notoriety mushroomed 
as his politically pointed murals 
-- denouncing consumerism, the 
fate of refugees in Europe and 
other issues -- began to appear 
around the world, from Calais 
to Gaza.

But Banksy appears to have 
never forgotten Bristol, regularly 
returning to erect new works.

Over the last two decades he 
has helped to make this city of 
460,000 inhabitants on the Avon 
River one of the world capitals of 
street art, laying the ground for 
the 150 or so artists who work 
there today.

“Banksy has led the charge 
and his popularity and his rise 
have allowed street art to be ac-

cepted,” said Jody Thomas, a 
local street artist.

‘He’s like Santa Claus’
Walking around the city, the 

unique relationship it has forged 
with this art form is ubiquitous.

The Bedminster neighbour-
hood has become an open-air 
museum studded with urban 
frescoes.

In Stokes Croft, between DJ 
shops and falafel restaurants, 

Banksy’s “Mild Mild West” 
mural -- depicting a teddy bear 
ready to fight with anti-riot po-
lice -- looms large.

What Banksy has given to 
Bristol, the city has returned to 
him, by helping to preserve his 
anonymity as if there is a secret 
pact with its inhabitants.

“There’s been occasions 
where his identity may have 
been on the verge of (coming) 
out and other people have had 

conversations or taken actions 
(so) that it’s not happened,” said 
Steve Hayles, of the Upfest Gal-
lery.

“He’s like Santa Claus,” he 
added, noting: “People don’t 
want to ruin the illusion”.

“You don’t want people going 
up to your kids and (saying) San-
ta Claus isn’t real.

“In the same way that you 
don’t want to go up to people 
and go... ‘well this is Banksy’.”

07
TUESDAY, MAY 28, 2019

Mexico auctions seized vehicles outside presidential mansion
AP | Mexico City

Seventeen black,  bullet-
proof Chevrolet Suburbans 

stretched in a neat, polished row 
outside the onetime official res-
idence of Mexico’s presidents. 
Nearby stood a 2007 Lamborgh-
ini Murcielago and a 2016 Ford 
Shelby pickup truck with a video 
camera embedded in the front 
grill and a hand-held radio next 
to the driver’s seat.

All were put up for auction 
Sunday by the Institute to Re-
turn the Stolen to the People, 
the new name for a branch of 
the Finance Ministry that is in 
charge of selling property seized 
from purported drug dealers and 
tax cheats as well as government 
vehicles and other property that 
is no longer in use.

Holding the auction outside 
Los Pinos, a mansion nestled 
on an edge of the capital’s 
Chapultepec Park, carried ex-
tra significance since President 
Andrés Manuel López Obrador 
turned the once heavily guarded 
compound into an open cultur-
al center when he took office 
Dec. 1.

Ricardo Rodriguez Vargas, 
head of the institute, said the 
goal Sunday was to raise 30 mil-
lion pesos ($1.5 million) from the 
sale of 82 vehicles. The money is 
to be sent to two poor communi-
ties in the southern state of Oax-
aca to improve roads, schools 
and other infrastructure. Those 
municipalities were chosen be-
cause almost all their residents 
live in poverty, he said.

Some of the vehicles put up 
for sale had been collecting dust 
in government warehouses for 
10 years.

It was the most heavily attend-
ed auction in the history of the 
Finance Ministry, Rodriguez 
said, with 800 people register-
ing to bid. For every person sit-
ting in the auction area under 
the shade of a white tarp there 
were at least another five out-
side ogling the vehicles, taking 
selfies with their favorite cars 
or watching the bids rise from 
beyond the cordoned auction  
pit.

Holding the auction on the 
grounds of the former presiden-
tial mansion was symbolic, said 
Ricardo Alvarado, a researcher 
with Mexicans Against Corrup-
tion and Impunity, a watchdog 
group. “Using a space that’s 
characteristic of the luxury of 

past administrations is without 
a doubt a symbol of what this 
government intends to do with 
austerity,” he said.

López Obrador has slashed 
government salaries, includ-
ing his own, and aggressively 
trimmed budgets. He plans to 
sell the presidential jet and trav-
els on commercial airplanes, 
wears a Timex watch and claims 
to own fewer than a dozen suits. 
He is also targeting corruption 
and theft of state-produced gas-
oline.

The armored Suburbans, 
many of which were at least a 
decade old, drew little interest 
from bidders Sunday, but the 
competition was fierce for three 
classic Volkswagen sedans — 

the original Beetles — as well 
as for pristine Audi and BMW 
hatchbacks with leather bucket 
seats. Muscle cars, such as an 
orange Corvette and canary yel-
low Chevrolet Camaro, also saw 
intense bidding.

Men in fluorescent yellow 

vests floated between bidders, 
yelping like Mariarchi crooners 
as offers got loftier and loftier. 
Red auction paddles soared in 
the air, encouraged by a moder-
ator in a little black dress who 
seduced buyers with warnings 
like: “Don’t let it go!”

A man poses for photos next to a Chevrolet Camaro 2010 to be auctioned at the 
Los Pinos Cultural Center

People look inside a 2007 Lamborghini Murcielago to be auctioned

People look at cars to be auctioned

The top seller was 
the cherry red 

Shelby pickup with 
a license plate from 
the northern state 
of Sinaloa, home to 

one of Mexico’s most 
brutal drug cartels. 

The fully loaded 
monster truck, a vir-
tual office on wheels 

with leather seats 
and oversized side-
view mirrors, went 

for 1.9 million pesos 
($99,685).

Germany commits to ensuring 
security for Jews with skullcaps

AP | Berlin

Chancellor Angela Merkel’s 
spokesman has stressed 

Germany’s responsibility to 
ensure security for all Jews 
wearing skullcaps anywhere 
in the country without having 
to fear an anti-Semitic attack.

Steffen Seibert’s comments 
came after the government’s 
anti-Semitism commissioner, 
Felix Klein, was quoted Sat-
urday as saying he “cannot 
recommend to Jews that they 
wear the skullcap at all times 

everywhere in Germany.” 
That was criticized strongly 
by Israel’s president, among  
others.

Seibert said Monday “it’s the 
job of the state to ensure that 
anybody can move around se-
curely with a skullcap in any 
place of our country.”

Government statistics re-
leased earlier this month 
showed that the number of an-
ti-Semitic and anti-foreigner 
incidents rose in Germany last 
year, despite an overall drop in 
politically motivated crimes.

Four suspects arrested 
after Lyon bomb attack

AP | Paris 

French police have arrest-
ed four suspects follow-
ing a blast in the city of 

Lyon that wounded 13 people 
last week, authorities said yes-
terday. 

TV footage showed a police 
operation underway Monday 
in a small town outside Lyon 
involving officers wearing ski 
masks. Police had launched a 
large manhunt after a device 
exploded Friday on a busy 
pedestrian street in France’s 
third-largest city.

Interior Minister Christophe 
Castaner announced the first 
arrest on Twitter, a develop-
ment later confirmed by Paris 
prosecutors, who handle all 
terrorism-related cases.

The prosecutors’ office lat-
er said three other suspects, 
including a woman, were de-
tained and formally arrested. 
According to French media, 

they included the mother and 
the brother of the main suspect.

Lyon mayor Gerard Collomb, 
a former interior minister, said 
one of the suspects is an IT stu-
dent who was arrested as he 
stepped off a bus.

“It’s a relief for all Lyon in-
habitants. I believe the case has 
been resolved,” Collomb told 
BFM TV. “If there was a net-
work, it has been identified and 
will certainly be dismantled.”

French President Emmanuel 
Macron has called the explo-
sion an “attack” but no group 
has claimed responsibility for 
the explosion yet. An inves-
tigation has been opened for 
“attempted murder in relation 
with a terrorist undertaking” 
and “criminal terrorist associ-
ation.”

Last week, France’s coun-
ter-terrorism prosecutor, Remy 
Heitz, described video surveil-
lance that showed a suspect 
heading toward the center of 

Lyon on a bike Friday after-
noon. The man was seen ar-
riving on foot, pushing his bike 
along a pedestrian-only street, 
then leaving a paper bag on a 
concrete block in the middle of 
the street near a bakery.

The suspect immediately re-
turned to his bike and left the 
same way. One minute later, the 
explosion shattered the glass 
of a refrigerator in the bakery, 
Heitz said. Regional authorities 
said the 13 wounded suffered 
mostly minor injuries.

It was unclear whether the 
suspect first arrested Monday 
was the same person, although 
Collomb said the detained stu-
dent was identified thanks to 
video surveillance.

Investigators at the scene 
have found screws, ball bear-
ings, batteries, a triggering 
device that can be used re-
motely and plastic pieces that 
may come from the explosive  
device.

Soldiers of French anti terrorist plan “Vigipirate Mission”, secure the area, near the site of a suspected bomb attack in 
central Lyon

People wear Jewish skullcaps, as they attend a demonstration against an 
anti-Semitic attack in Berlin

IS claims responsibility for B’desh explosion
AP | Dhaka, Bangladesh

A global monitoring group 
said the Islamic State 

group has claimed responsibil-
ity for an explosion targeting 
a police van in Bangladesh’s 
capital, but police said Monday 
they were not sure who was 

behind it.Police said Sunday 
night’s explosion in Dhaka’s 
Malibagh area left three peo-
ple injured, including a police 
officer. After the explosion, the 
van caught fire.

US-based SITE Intelligence 
said in a Twitter post that IS 
was behind the explosion.

Taliban attacks kill 
10 Afghan troops, 4 
police

AP | Kabul, Afghanistan

A r o a d s i d e  b o m b i n g 
claimed by the Taliban 

killed 10 Afghan soldiers 
in the country’s west while 
insurgent attacks on secu-
rity checkpoints in north-
ern Afghanistan killed four 
policemen, local officials 
yesterday. 

The soldiers were driving 
back to base after picking up 
their salaries in the coun-
try’s western Farah prov-
ince. They were travelling in 
a Humvee when the explo-
sion took place on Sunday 
afternoon in the Bala Buluk 
district, said Shah Mahm-
mod Nahimi, a provincial 
councilman.

“The blast was so in-
tense that no one in the 
Humvee survived,”  he  
added.

Elsewhere, the Taliban 
targeted several check-
points in northern Sari Pul 
province on Sunday night, 
killing four members of the 
security forces and wound-
ing 22, said Zabiullah Ama-
ni, the provincial governor’s 
spokesman.

Afghan National Army members 
attend their graduation ceremony


