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Court to announce verdict in 
Qatari funding case in April

TDT | Manama 

The Supreme Court of Ap-
peal yesterday upheld the 

verdicts against two Bahraini 
men found guilty of receiving 
funds from a Qatari minister 
to disrupt the Parliamentary 
elections last November.

The Fourth High Criminal 
Court, in its February 6 judg-
ment, awarded the first accused 
a five-year jail term and a fine 
of BD2,000. The Court gave the 
second accused a three-year jail 
term and BD1,000 penalty. 

The first suspect was also a 
candidate in the Parliamentary 
elections here. 

Court files say he was ar-
rested, upon his arrival in the 
Kingdom from Qatar through 
Kuwait last October, with 
BD12,000 in undeclared cash. 

Further investigations proved 
that the suspects often received 
money from his Qatari contact 
also a former Qatari  Interior 
Minister Abdullah bin Khalid 
Al Thani. 

Transactions were made ei-
ther through bank accounts or 
received by hand from Qatar by 

making frequent visits. 
Customs officials arrested 

him while he was returning 
from one such visit to collect 
cash from Qatar. 

Investigators also found that 
the suspect received the money 
to support his campaign for the 
2018 parliamentary elections. 

In return for the cash, the 
suspect was bound to serve Qa-
tari interests by harming the 
Kingdom’s legislative works 
from the Parliament. 

Officials recorded the arrests 
at the Bahrain International 
Airport. 

During the investigation, the 
first suspect denied the accu-

sation levelled against him by 
claiming that he ‘forgot’ to de-
clare the money and was not 
‘attempting to hide’. 

He also denied the accusa-
tion that the money was for 
his electoral campaign. “It was 
received for fixing rainwater 
isolation equipment”.

However, a telephonic con-
versation made by the suspect 
confirmed the accusations. Ju-
dicial permission was issued to 
record his calls. 

Investigators also found that 
both the suspects received a 
total of BD235, 804 from the 
same Qatari official during the 
period from 2013 to 2018. 

According to court files, the 
Qatari official also has his name 
on an international terrorism 
list issued by the Anti-Ter-
ror Arab Quartet - Bahrain, 
Egypt, Saudi Arabia and the  
UAE. 

Public prosecution charged 
the suspects with exchanging 
intelligence information with 
a foreign country to undermine 
the national interests and ille-
gally receiving money without 
disclosing it to the Customs 
Department.

Both the suspects were arrested at Bahrain International Airport

The Fourth High 
Criminal Court, in its 
February 6 judgment, 

awarded the first 
accused a five-year 

jail term and a fine of 
BD2,000. The Court 

gave the second 
accused a three-year 

jail term and BD1,000 
penalty. 

Stray dogs attack 
man in Manama

TDT | Manama
Mohammed Zafran

A man sustained several 
bite injuries after he was 
viciously attacked by a 

pack of dogs yesterday morning 
in Manama. 

The man, an expatriate, said 
he was chased and attacked by 
the dogs at a parking lot in Ma-
nama. 

Describing the ordeal, he said 
that usually, he keeps an eye out 
for strays. 

But on that day, “I failed to 
notice these strays at the park-
ing.”

“Suddenly one of  them 
growled and lunged at me.

“I was shocked and tried to 
run, but it was not enough.” 

It’s just pure luck that the 
man managed to escape. 

The man reported the inci-
dent to the nearest police sta-
tion and immediately went to 

Salmaniya Hospital. 
“I spent 20 BD there for the 

anti-tetanus vaccination and 
medicine,” he said. 

He told Tribune that it is 
dangerous to let children roam 
around in the area as chances 

are high that the pack is still 
there. 

In a similar incident recently, 
a man suffered injuries follow-
ing what he described as an at-
tack by a ‘large aggressive dog’ 
in Salmaniya. 

One of the dogs that attacked the man spotted later

One of the dogs bit the man’s leg

DNA lands man in trouble over refusing paternity
TDT | Manama 

A man who refused to have 
fathered two girls landed in 

trouble after a DNA test proved 
that he was the legitimate fa-
ther. The man, holding a Bah-
raini nationality, also denied his 
marriage to the girls’ mother, an 
African by nationality.  

According to the court re-
cords, the man tied the knot 
with the woman in 2006. They 
also have two girls of nine and 
two years of age. 

The Court ordered the man 
to take a DNA test after accept-
ing a video documenting his 
marriage in the Shariat Court 
as evidence. The man, however, 
claimed before that court that it 
was his birthday party. 

Public Prosecution accused 

the man of abandoning his wife 
and kids, which also resulted 
in the nine-year-old girl to skip 
school unable to afford fees. 

The man, the court was told, 
also refused to get necessary 
identification documents for 
his wife. 

The High Criminal Court or-
dered him to process their legal 
identification documents and to 
pay them a monthly remunera-
tion and house rent. The Court 
also ordered the man to pay his 
wife BD150 for Eid.

The man, holding a 
Bahraini national-
ity, also denied his 

marriage to the girls’ 
mother
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KNOW WHAT

All I know is there 
have been no 

nuclear tests, no 
ballistic missiles 

going out, no long-
range missiles going 
out and I think that 
someday we’ll have 

a deal. No rush

DONALD TRUMP

Trump not bothered by NK missile tests
• Trump was invited 
to Japan to be the first 
world leader to meet 
with its new emperor

AP | Tokyo

President Donald Trump 
said yesterday that he is 
not “personally bothered” 

by recent short-range missile 
tests that North Korea conduct-
ed this month, breaking with 
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe, who is hosting the presi-
dent on four-day state visit full 
of pageantry

Standing beside Trump at a 
news conference after hours of 
talks, Abe disagreed with the 
US president, saying the mis-
sile tests violated UN Security 
Council resolutions and were 
“of great regret.” Abe, who has 
forged a strong friendship with 
Trump and agrees with him on 
many issues, is concerned be-
cause the short-range missiles 
pose a threat to Japan’s security.

Trump was invited to Japan to 
be the first world leader to meet 
with its new emperor . Despite 
being far from Washington, he 
didn’t miss the chance to lob 
another broadside against for-
mer Vice President Joe Biden, 
one of the Democrats seeking to 
challenge Trump in next year’s 
presidential election. North 
Korea’s Kim Jong Un recently 
criticized Biden as having a low 
I.Q. and Trump told the world 
he agreed with the authoritarian 
leader’s assessment.

When asked if he was both-
ered by Pyongyang’s short-range 
missile tests, Trump said: “No, 
I’m not. I am personally not.”

The president has sought to 
downplay the significance of 
the missile tests, despite the fact 
that his own national security 
adviser, John Bolton, said over 

the weekend that they violated 
U.N. resolutions.

Trump continues to hold out 
hope of eventually getting Kim 
to agree to give up his nuclear 
weapons and ballistic missiles, 
despite two summits he’s had 
with the North Korean lead-
er that produced no concrete 
pledge to denuclearize the pen-
insula.

Trump praised Kim, calling 
him a “smart man” who might 

have launched the missiles ear-
lier this month to “get attention.”

“All I know is there have been 
no nuclear tests, no ballistic mis-
siles going out, no long-range 
missiles going out and I think 
that someday we’ll have a deal,” 
Trump said, adding that he is in 
“no rush.”

Abe reiterated his previous 
statement that the tests were 
carried out in defiance of the UN.

The leaders held hours of talks 

after the US president — at Abe’s 
invitation — became the first 
world leader to meet Japan’s 
new emperor, Naruhito, who 
ascended to the throne May 1.

The meeting with Naruhito 
and his wife, Empress Masako, 
was preceded by a grand outdoor 
welcome ceremony at Japan’s 
Imperial Palace, where Trump 
walked solo across red carpets, 
reviewing Japanese troops as the 
guest of honor.

US President Donald Trump (L) speaks during a joint press conference with 
Japan’s Prime Minister Shinzo Abe at Akasaka Palace in Tokyo

Trump and First Lady Melania Trump  are greeted by Japan’s Emperor Naruhito 
(C) and Empress Masako (R) upon their arrival at the Imperial Palace

US President Donald Trump (2nd R) meets family members of Japanese abductees by North Korea, with First Lady Melania 
Trump (R) and Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe (3rd R) at Akasaka State Guesthouse in Tokyo

NKorea calls 
Bolton ‘war 
monger’

AP | Seoul, South Korea

North Korea yesterday  
called US National Se-

curity Adviser John Bolton 
a “war monger” and “human 
defect” after he described its 
recent tests of short-range 
missiles as a violation of UN 
Security Council resolutions.

In the statement carried 
by the North’s Korean Cen-
tral News Agency, the North 
Korean spokesman said his 
country was exercising its 
right of self-defense with the 
launches. North Korea has 
never recognized the UN Se-
curity Council resolutions, 
which it views as denying 
its “rights to existence and 
development of a sovereign 
state,” the statement said.

The spokesman said Bolton 
was an “ignorant” hard-lin-
er who throughout different 
US administrations pushed 
provocative policies against 
North Korea including en-
dorsements of pre-emptive 
strikes and regime change.

Melania enjoys 
nature-themed 
Japan culture

Tokyo 

First lady Melania Trump 
had a nature-oriented 

Japanese cultural experience 
Monday at Akasaka Palace, 
where she learned that bam-
boo trunks can create mu-
sic and also serve as flower  
vases.

Melania and Japanese first 
lady Akie Abe were enter-
tained by tunes from a “shaku-
hachi” bamboo flute, played by 
flutist Yosuke Irie, with a set of 
bamboo trunks standing up-
right like a screen behind him.

The bamboo installation 

then turned into a set of vases 
as flower artist Kumiko Kato 
built a sculpture out of it, dec-
orating the vases with curved 
oak branches, maple leaves, 
blue hydrangea flowers and 
other plants, while the flutist 
played background music that 
included “Amazing Grace.”

Melania also learned how to 
summon carp at a pond in the 
garden: She clapped her hands, 
following the example of Mrs. 
Abe, and the fish raced to her.

Children performing Japa-
nese dance put a smile on Mel-
ania at the end of the highly 
stylized and educational pro-
gram. 

Children perform a traditional dance for U.S. first lady Melania Trump and 
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s wife Akie Abe

Malaysia’s last male Sumatran rhino dies

• Wildlife experts 
estimate that only 
about 30 to 80 
Sumatran rhinos 
remain in the world

Reuters | Kuala Lumpur

Malaysia’s last male Suma-
tran rhinoceros has died, 

an official said on Monday, 
dashing efforts to save the crit-
ically endangered species in the 
country.

The rhino, named Tam, was 
about 30 years old and lived at 
a wildlife reserve in Sabah state 

on Borneo island since his cap-
ture in 2008, Christina Liew, 
state minister for tourism, cul-
ture and environment, said in a 
statement.

The Sumatran rhino, the 
smallest species of rhinocer-
os, was declared extinct in the 
wild in Malaysia in 2015. Iman, 
a female captured in 2014, is 
now the only surviving mem-
ber of the subspecies left in the 
country.

Another female rhino, Pun-
tung, died in captivity in 2017.

Wildlife experts estimate 
that only about 30 to 80 Su-
matran rhinos remain in the 
world, mostly on the Indo-

nesian island of Sumatra and 
on the Indonesian side of  
Borneo.

Their isolation, caused by 
habitat loss and poaching, 
means they rarely breed and 
may go extinct in a matter of 
decades, according to conserva-
tion group International Rhino 
Foundation.

Since 2011, Malaysia has 
tried to breed the species 
in captivity through in vit-
ro fertilization, but without 
success.

Liew said Tam’s genetic ma-
terial has been preswerved for 
future attempts to reproduce 
Sumatran rhinos.

Veterinarians and rhino keepers have been providing round-the-clock medical treatment

The rhino known 
affectionately as Tam, 
captured by a wildlife 
team in August 2008 
when he was roughly 

20 years old


