
G7 allies press Rubio on Iran plans
AFP | Cernay-la-Ville

G7 allies were yesterday 
pressing US Secretary of 
State Marco Rubio for 

clarity on American plans for 
Iran almost one month into the 
war in the Middle East, as con-
cern intensifies over the damage 
to the global economy from the 
closure of the Strait of Hormuz.

Having skipped the first day of 
the meeting at the historic mon-
astery turned luxury hotel com-
plex outside Paris, Rubio arrived 
at the Vaux-de-Cernay Abbey for 
a full day of talks with counter-
parts from leading industrialised 
democracies.

German Foreign Minister Jo-
hann Wadephul said the inter-
national community needed to 
collaborate even more closely 
now it was dealing with two wars 
-- including the conflict sparked 
by Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine 
-- in which Russia and Iran were 
cooperating.

“We need to strengthen our 
unity. Given that Iran and Rus-
sia are working together in the 
closest way, we must stand even 
closer together,” Wadephul told 
reporters.

He told German radio earli-
er ahead of the talks that allies 

needed to know “how the US 
will proceed” in Iran. Rubio, he 
said, would “perhaps explain this 
more precisely”.

In contrast to usual protocol, 
and in a sign of the distance 
between the United States and 
its allies, there is to be no joint 
communique at the end of the 
meeting.

Instead, the G7 presidency, 
which France holds this year, 
will issue a statement, said a dip-
lomatic source who asked not to 
be named.

 ‘For the world’ 
The UK’s foreign minister 

Yvette Cooper urged a “swift 
resolution to this conflict that 
restores regional stability”.

She echoed concerns over the 
ongoing de facto blockade by 
Iran of the key Strait of Hormuz, 
which has driven up global oil 
prices and left vessels queueing 
up to enter the energy bottle-
neck.

“Frankly, Iran cannot be able to 
just hold the global economy hos-
tage as a result of a Strait which 
is about international shipping 
routes and the freedom of navi-
gation,” she said.

It is Rubio’s first trip abroad 
since the United States and Israel 

launched the war with the air 
strikes on February 28 that killed 
supreme leader Ali Khamenei.

Before leaving for France, Ru-
bio said Thursday that it was in 
the “interest” of all G7 nations 
to push for the reopening of the 
Strait of Hormuz.

Defending the war, he said: 
“The president is not just doing a 
favour to the United States and to 
our people. This is for the world.”

 ‘Play into Putin’s hands’ 
With Ukraine’s Foreign Minis-

ter Andrii Sybiha in attendance, 
European ministers are keen to 
emphasise support for Kyiv must 
not be forgotten over four years 
after Russia’s full-scale invasion.

“Putin is cynically hoping that 
the escalation in the Middle East 
will divert our attention from his 
crimes in Ukraine,” Wadephul 
said.

“This calculation must not 
succeed,” he said, warning that 
any compromising on Ukraine’s 
defence capabilities would “play 
into Putin’s hands”.

Writing on X, in his first com-
ment on the meeting, Rubio 
said he had reiterated at the G7 
“that President Trump is com-
mitted to reaching a ceasefire 
and negotiated settlement to the 

Russia-Ukraine war as soon as 
possible”.

France is eager to broaden 
the scope of the elite G7 club 
-- whose origins go back to the 
first G6 summit held in the near-
by Chateau de Rambouillet in 
1975 -- and which now comprises 
Canada, Germany, France, Italy, 
Japan, UK and United States.

It has invited foreign minis-
ters from key emerging markets 
Brazil and India, as well as Saudi 
Arabia and South Korea.

In a significant break 
from diplomatic 

tradition, the meeting 
will conclude without 
a joint communique, 
signaling a growing 
divide between the 
United States and 

its closest allies over 
the handling of the 

conflict
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Trump’s Mail Tax has 
arrived. He has al-

ready taxed the goods you 
bought — now he wants 
you to pay more in ship-
ping as well.

@GavinNewsom

Thanks to the Neth-
erlands for stepping 

up early. This is helping 
people in Sudan – and in 
crises around the world 
– to receive lifesaving aid 
when every hour counts.

@UNReliefChief

Engaging with, listen-
ing to, and encourag-

ing Europe’s next genera-
tion. In Stockholm, I was 
inspired by these students’ 
ideas and their vision for 
a better Europe. My mes-
sage to them: your voice 
matters, you have the 
power to shape the future

@EP_President

Developing countries 
face a serious barri-

er to progress: debt. The 
Borrower’s Platform – a 
new mechanism support-
ed by the @UN – will offer 
debt-distressed countries 
a way to coordinate ac-
tion, share knowledge & 
amplify their voice in the 
global financial system.

@antonioguterres
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US-Israeli 
airstrikes 
target two 
steel plants 
in Iran: 
agencies
AFP | Washington

US-Israeli airstrikes 
yesterday damaged 

two major steel plants 
in Iran, Iranian media 
reports said.

“Minutes ago, the 
American–Zionist ene-
my targeted the Khuz-
estan Steel (in southwest 
Iran) and Mobarakeh 
Steel factories in Isfa-
han (central Iran) in two 
separate attacks,” the 
Fars news agency said, 
with state broadcaster 
IRIB also reporting the 
strikes.

“Rescue forces have 
immediately arrived at 
the scene of the inci-
dent,” Fars wrote.

The news agency add-
ed that initial informa-
tion suggested an “elec-
trical substation and an 
alloy steel production 
line” were targeted at 
Mobarakeh Steel com-
plex, while a warehouse 
was hit at the Khuzestan 
Steel Factory.

Steel is a strategical-
ly important material 
essential for industrial 
and military production, 
including of missiles, 
drones and ships.

Iran turns 
back ships
AFP | Washington

Iran’s Revolutionary 
Guards said they had 

turned back three ships 
trying to transit the Strait 
of Hormuz, adding the 
route was closed to ves-
sels travelling to and 
from ports linked to its 
“enemies”.

“The movement of 
any vessel ‘to and from’ 
ports of origin belonging 
to allies and supporters 
of the Zionist-American 
enemies, to any desti-
nation and through any 
corridor, is prohibited,” 
they said.

The Guards also urged 
civilians across the Mid-
dle East to stay away 
from areas near US forc-
es.

More than 300 US troops 
injured since start of Iran war
AFP | Washington

More than 300 US troops 
have been wounded 

since the start of the Iran war 
on February 28, US Central 
Command said yesterday.

“Since the start of Operation 
Epic Fury, approximately 303 
US service members have been 

wounded. The vast majority of 
these injuries have been minor, 
and 273 troops have returned 
to duty,” US Navy Captain Tim 
Hawkins said.

A US official who asked 
not to be identified said that 
10 troops remain seriously  
wounded.
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Great Britain and 
France declare war 
on Russia, expanding 
the Crimean War

First seaplane takes off from water 
under its own power, piloted by 
Henri Fabre from the Étang de 
Berre lagoon in Martigues, France

First true pirate radio station, 
England’s Radio Caroline begins 
regular transmission at noon from the 
MV Caroline off the coast of Suffolk

A partial meltdown at the Three Mile 
Island nuclear plant in the US results in 
the release of radioactive gas and iodine 
into the atmosphere, but no deaths

US weighs sending up to 10,000 
troops to Middle East: reports

AFP | Washington

The United States is weigh-
ing sending up to 10,000 
extra troops to the Middle 

East, US media reported yester-
day, as speculation grows that 
Washington may be preparing a 
ground operation in Iran.

The deployment would mark 
a significant boost to Washing-
ton’s military presence in the 
region, despite US President 
Donald Trump insisting that 
Tehran was taking part in peace 
talks with Washington to end the  
war.

The Wall Street Journal re-
ported that the move would aim 
to provide Trump with “more 
military options” in the Mid-
dle East, engulfed by war since 
US-Israeli strikes on Iran on Feb-
ruary 28.

The troops would join thou-
sands of paratroopers and Ma-
rines who have already been or-
dered to the region.

An Iranian off ic ial  said 
Wednesday that Tehran would 
retaliate to a ground invasion of 

its territory by Washington by 
activating its Houthi rebels in 

Yemen to attack shipping in the 
Red Sea.

That would open up a new 
front in a war of spiralling eco-
nomic, political and military re-
percussions.

T r u m p  h a s  r e p e a t e d l y 
said he does not plan to send 
ground troops into combat with 
Iran.

“It is unclear where precise-
ly forces will go in the Middle 
East, but they will likely be with-
in striking distance of Iran and 
Kharg Island, a crucial oil export 
hub off Iran’s coast,” the Journal 
said.

The Pentagon did not imme-
diately respond to AFP’s request 
for comment.

Trump has pushed back his 
deadline for strikes on Iran’s en-
ergy assets, assuring that talks 
on ending the war were “going 
very well.”

Israel’s military, meanwhile, 
said early yesterday that it car-
ried out “a wide-scale wave of 
strikes targeting infrastructure 
of the Iranian terror regime in 
the heart of Tehran”.

Iraqi soldiers inspect the site of a destroyed healthcare center in the Habbaniyah military base, which was targeted by in an 
airstrike killing seven security personnel and wounding 13 others, in Habbaniyah, west of Baghdad

People gather as workers remove the wreckage of a car outside a residential building that was targeted in southern TehranRocket trails are seen in the sky amid a fresh barrage of Iranian missile attacks above the Israeli coastal city of Netanya, Israel

US Secretary of State Marco Rubio attends a G7 meeting with other leaders

US-Israeli strikes hit 
uranium and heavy 
water sites in Iran: 
officials
AFP | Washington

Iran’s atomic energy organ-
isation said yesterday that 

US-Israeli strikes targeted a 
uranium processing facility in 
central Iran, while local media 
reported a separate attack on a 
heavy water reactor.

“The plant in Ardakan, lo-
cated in Yazd Province, was 
targeted minutes ago in an at-
tack by the American-Zionist 
enemy,” the organisation said 
on its Telegram channel, adding 
that the strike “did not result in 
the release of any radioactive 
material.”

Separately, the semi-official 
Fars news agency reported 
that the Khondab Heavy Water 
Complex in Markazi province 
was struck “in two stages by 
aggression from the American 
and Zionist enemy,” citing pro-
vincial official Hassan Ghamari.

US not arming Iranian Kurd 
opposition in Iraqi Kurdistan: official
AFP | Washington

A senior Iraqi Kurdistan offi-
cial said the United States 

is not arming Iranian Kurdish 
opposition groups exiled in his 
autonomous region, reiterating 
his government opposes any 
involvement by these groups in 

the Middle East war.
“We have not seen any at-

tempts by the United States, 
any branch of the United States, 
to arm Iranian opposition 
groups in Kurdistan,” deputy 
prime minister of the autono-
mous northern region, Qubad 

Talabani, said.
Regional authorities told 

the groups it would be “very 
unwise” for them to take 
part from Iraqi Kurdistan, he 
said, adding: “We would not 
allow that to happen from  
here”.

German foreign minister says expects 
direct US-Iran talks in Pakistan
AFP | Berlin

The United States and Iran 
are preparing for direct 

talks “very soon”, German For-
eign Minister Johann Wade-
phul said yesterday, as diplo-
matic efforts to end the Middle 
East war continue.

“According to my informa-

tion, there have been indirect 
contacts. And they have also 
prepared for a direct meeting,” 
Wadephul told public broad-
caster Deutschlandfunk.

He added that such a meeting 
was “expected to take place in 
Pakistan very soon”, without 
revealing the source of the in-
formation.

On Thursday US envoy Ste-
ve Witkoff confirmed that Pa-
kistan had passed a 15-point 
American peace plan to Iran.

Germany’s top diplomat said 
he hoped Rubio would tell his 
counterparts more about “the 
approach and the interests of 
the US” in relation to the con-
flict.

Kuwait says main port 
damaged in drone attack
AFP | Kuwait City

Kuwait’s main commercial 
port was damaged in a 

drone attack yesterday, author-
ities said, as Iran pressed its 
campaign in the Gulf in retalia-
tion for US-Israeli strikes.

The Shuwaikh port was 
targeted at dawn “by enemy 
drones; preliminary reports re-
vealed material damage but no 
human casualties”, the Kuwait 
port authority said in a state-
ment on X.

A second port still under con-

struction in the north of the 
country was also targeted yes-
terday, according to the minis-
try of public works.

The missile and drone attack 
on the Mubarak al-Kabeer port 
similarly caused damage but 
no casualties, the ministry said.

European ministers warned that Middle East escalation must not divert vital support 
away from Ukraine

Defence minister Israel Katz said that Israel would step up strikes against Iran as a result of its continued missile fire, warning the 
Islamic republic would pay a “heavy price”. “Despite the warnings, the firing continues -- consequently, IDF strikes in Iran will inten-
sify and expand to other targets in sectors that help the regime develop and use military means against Israeli civilians. They will pay 

a heavy price, an increasingly heavy one, for this war crime,” Katz said in a video released by his office.


