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Emperor Charles V opens the Diet of 
Worms in Worms, Germany which lasts until 
May 25th; Produced the “Edict of Worms” 
which denounced Martin Luther

London’s Pall Mall is 1st 
street lit by gaslight

Jane Austen’s “Pride and 
Prejudice” is published by 
Thomas Egerton in the United 
Kingdom

Sir Stamford Raffles 
lands in Singapore
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This #HolocaustMe-
morialDay it was a 

privilege to hear the tes-
timony of Manfred Gold-
berg BEM, who survived 
the horrors of the Holo-
caust. We must conserve 
memories of the Holo-
caust, banish any com-
placency & take action to 
stamp out antisemitism 
in this country. #Light-
TheDarkness

@BorisJohnson

On Holocaust Re-
membrance Day, 

we honor the victims 
and survivors of one of 
the darkest periods in 
our history. But it’s not 
enough to remember 
— we also need to have 
the courage to speak out 
against acts of bigotry 
and hatred whenever we 
see them.

@BarackObama

The principle of gen-
der equality belongs 

in our Constitution. The 
President and I are call-
ing on Congress to pass 
a resolution recognizing 
ratification of the Equal 
Rights Amendment. The 
time has come.

@VP

The @UN continues 
working for the peo-

ple of Afghanistan. Today 
we launched our plan to 
extend and accelerate sup-
port to the Afghan people 
through this critical pe-
riod.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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Twitter suspends spoiler account 
for ‘Wordle’ answer reveal
Reuters | London

Twitter suspended a bot ac-
count on Wednesday for 

spoiling the solution to the next 
day’s Wordle, the wildly popu-
lar internet word puzzle.

The game, which only offers 
one puzzle per day, has amassed 
millions of players since it came 
online last year.

But the Twitter profile @
wordlinator seemed deter-
mined to ruin the fun for par-
ticipants posting their scores 
on the social media site.

“The account referenced 
was suspended for violating 
the Twitter Rules and the Au-
tomation Rules around send-
ing unsolicited @mentions,” a 
Twitter spokesperson told AFP.

The bot account automat-
ically responded to accounts 
posting their Wordle scores 
with messages such as “Guess 
what. People don’t care about 
your mediocre linguistic esca-
pades. To teach you a lesson, 
tomorrow’s word is” -- followed 
by the actual answer for the 
next day.

Twitter said it does not tol-
erate its platform being used 
to harass other users. Its policy 
also notes that sending unso-
licited, aggressive or bulk men-
tions, replies or direct messages 
warrants suspension from the 
platform or deleting of the ac-
count in question.

Though Wordle gives players 
six chances to guess a five-let-
ter word, does not have a mo-
bile app and is only available 
on a web browser, the game has 
quickly caught on, partly thanks 
to users’ ability to share their 
scores in green, yellow and gray 
grids on social media.

Dozens of guns among Los Angeles train loot: police
AFP | Los Angeles

Dozens of guns have been 
stolen from freight trains 

that have been looted in Los 
Angeles, the city’s police chief 
has said.

Images of the detritus left be-
hind by thieves who break into 
stationary wagons in the middle 
of the second biggest city in the 
United States swept around the 
world this month.

Now the city’s top policeman 
has said that the bandits got 
away with more than just Am-
azon packages.

“People were... breaking into 
these containers and stealing 
firearms, tens of firearms,” Mi-
chael Moore told the Police 
Commission this week.

“That gave us great concern 
as a source again of further vi-
olence in the city.”

An AFP team filmed thou-
sands of gutted boxes on the 
stretch of tracks near the city 
center, many from major re-
tailers like Target, and being 
shipped by carriers including 
UPS and FedEx.

The thieves wait until the 
long freight trains stop on the 
tracks and break the locks with 
bolt cutters.

They then help themselves to 
parcels, ditching anything too 
difficult to sell.

The haul could include an-

ything that moves around the 
country from or to retailers.

And, the police now say, guns.
Firearms purchased online in 

the United States cannot legally 
be shipped to the customer, but 
can be sent instead to a licensed 
dealer for pick-up.

Since December 2020, rail 
operator Union Pacific (UP), 
whose convoys are being tar-
geted, has seen a 160 percent 
increase in thefts in Los Ange-
les County.

“In October 2021 alone, the 
increase reaches 356 percent 
compared to October 2020,” the 
operator said in a letter to local 
authorities seen by AFP.

North Korea fires two missiles 
as US condemns flurry of tests
Pyongyang steps up weapons testing in what appears to be a resumption of its provocation and 
engagement strategy

• Sixth missile test this 
month by North Korea

• North Korea defends 
tests as measure 
for self-defence

AFP | Seoul

North Korea fired two sus-
pected ballistic missiles 
yesterday, Seoul said, its 

sixth weapons test this month in 
one of the most intense spates of 
launches on record that has de-
livered an emphatic rejection of 
Washington’s offers for talks on 
its nuclear programme.

Pyongyang has not fired this 
many missiles in a calendar 
month in decades, according to 
data compiled by the Center for 
Strategic and International Stud-
ies -- a Washington-based think 
tank.

The last time they came close 
was in 2019, after high-profile 
negotiations between leader Kim 
Jong Un and then-United States 
president Donald Trump col-
lapsed.

With US talks stalled since then, 
Pyongyang has doubled down on 
Kim’s pledges of military modern-
isation, embarking on a string of 
sanctions-busting launches this 
month, including hypersonic mis-
siles.

The sabre-rattling comes at a 
delicate time in the region, with 
Kim’s sole major ally China host-

ing Winter Olympics next month 
and South Korea gearing up for 
a presidential election in March.

Seoul’s Joint Chiefs of Staff said 
it detected two suspected short-
range ballistic missiles fired from 
the Hamhung city area towards 
the East Sea from around 8 am 
(2300 GMT).

“The projectiles flew 190 kilo-
meters (118 miles) at an altitude 
of 20km,” they said.

Pyongyang fired two suspected 
cruise missiles on Tuesday, and 
tested ballistic missiles on Janu-
ary 14 and 17. It also fired what it 
said were hypersonic missiles on 
January 5 and 11.

“I believe, if we include the 
two cruise missiles, this is now 
the most recorded North Korean 
missile launches in any month 
ever,” analyst Ankit Panda wrote 

on Twitter.
The barrage could be part of 

North Korea’s regular military 
training, or linked to ongoing 
celebrations of Kim’s decade in 
power or upcoming domestic an-
niversaries, he added.

The country is preparing to 
mark the 80th anniversary of the 
birth of Kim’s father, late leader 
Kim Jong Il, in February, as well 
as the 110th birthday of the its 
founding leader Kim Il Sung in 
April.

‘New capabilities’ 
North Korea is reeling econom-

ically from international sanc-
tions and a two-year-long pan-
demic blockade, but has managed 
to develop an “impressive” array 
of offensive weaponry.

Some of the recent tests aim “to 

develop new capabilities, espe-
cially for evading missile defens-
es,” said Leif-Eric Easley, a pro-
fessor at Seoul’s Ewha University.

“Other launches are intend-
ed to demonstrate the readiness 
and versatility of missile forces 
that North Korea has already de-
ployed.”

“Pyongyang is running hard in 
what it perceives as an arms race 
with Seoul,” Easley added.

The distances and altitude of 
the yesterday tests indicate the 
launches are part of North Korea’s 
regular military training, said 
Hong Min, a senior researcher at 
the Korea Institute for National 
Unification in Seoul.

Such tests are “aimed at thwart-
ing the deployment of US-South 
Korea strategic maritime assets 
such as an aircraft fleet,” he said.

“It also reflects Pyongyang’s 
message to the global community 
that such training is part of its 
exercise of sovereignty and that 
the outside world has no business 
talking about it,” he added.

Pyongyang has repeatedly de-
fended its weapons programs as 
part of the “legitimate exercise of 
the right to self-defence”.

It has not tested intercontinen-
tal ballistic missiles or nukes since 
2017, but last week hinted it could 
restart such launches, blaming 
US “hostile” policy for forcing 
its hand.

The diplomatic cost to Kim of 
the recent tests is minimal thanks 
to strong backing from Beijing, 
which has blocked efforts to im-
pose new sanctions over short-
range missile tests.

China’s ambassador to South 
Korea, Xing Haiming, told local 
radio station MBC on Wednesday 
that North Korea felt it was not 
being given sufficient credit for 
its four-year moratorium on long-
range and nuclear testing.

China says it 
questioned 
then returned 
Indian citizen at 
disputed border
AFP | Beijing

China said yesterday it 
has returned an Indian 

citizen who entered “ille-
gally” into Chinese terri-
tory at the disputed bor-
der between the two Asian  
giants.

The Indian citizen was 
found in recent days by Chi-
nese border guards during 
a patrol, said spokesman 
for the Western Theater 
Command, Colonel Long 
Shaohua in a statement.

The individual “illegally 
entered Chinese territo-
ry and then was routinely 
questioned, quarantined 
and observed in accord-
ance with relevant border 
control regulations, and 
given humanitarian assis-
tance,” Long said in the 
statement posted on the 
official WeChat account of 
the Western Theater of the 
People’s Liberation Army  
(PLA).

The individual was re-
turned following discus-
sions between the Indian 
military and the Chinese 
side after India first asked 
China to assist in a search, 
he said.

Yesterday’s announce-
ment from China came 
after India’s defense min-
istry said last week it had 
contacted China to request 
that it locate and return a 
17-year-old Indian Miram 
Tarom, who had been “re-
portedly captured” by the 
Chinese military after going 
missing near the countries’ 
shared border.

China’s announcement 
yesterday did not say if the 
returned Indian citizen was 
Tarom.
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Egypt 415,468 22,460 349,427 43,581

Saudi 
Arabia

670,997 +4,738 8,929 +2 622,087 39,981

UAE 835,839 +2,638 2,232 +4 772,723 60,884

Kuwait 521,341 +6,515 2,490 +1 469,916 48,935

Oman 330,767 +2,441 4,134 +1 308,825 17,808

Qatar 332,800 +1,952 640 +2 301,289 30,871

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 74,194,630 899,007

2 India 40,371,500 491,729

3 Brazil 24,553,950 624,507

4 France 17,730,556 129,747

5 UK 16,245,474 155,040

6 Russia 11,404,617 328,770

7 Turkey 11,167,927 86,487

8 Italy 10,539,601 145,159

9 Spain 9,660,208 92,767

10 Germany 9,270,732 117,968

11 Argentina 8,130,023 120,019

12 Iran 6,293,695 132,333

13 Colombia 5,798,799 133,019

14 Mexico 4,779,296 304,308
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News in brief 
 u Moderna said 
on Wednesday it had 
started a mid-stage 

study, testing a booster dose of its 
COVID-19 vaccine specifically designed to 
target the Omicron coronavirus variant, 
a day after rival Pfizer Inc  launched a 
similar trial. The company said while a 
third shot of its original coronavirus vaccine 
increased neutralizing antibodies against 
the variant at the lower dose, their levels 

declined six months after the booster dose was administered.

 u European nations pushed 
back Wednesday against the 
Malian military government’s 
demands that newly arrived Danish 
special forces fighting jihadists 
immediately withdraw from the Sahel 
state. Task Force Takuba brings together 
special forces from European countries 
to advise Malian troops and assist them 
in combat, with roughly 90 Danes joining 
earlier this month.

 u Four 
people were 
found shot 

dead on Wednesday in a house in the 
Vancouver suburb of Richmond, and 
Canadian police launched a homicide 
probe. The identities of the victims were 
not released but they were believed 
to have known each other, local police 
said. Investigators said initial evidence 
showed it was “a targeted shooting” 

in a normally quiet neighborhood, but police do not believe the homicides were 
connected to gang violence in the region.

 u Jordanian 
soldiers killed 27 
smugglers as they 
tried to cross the border from Syria 
with large quantities of amphetamines 
during a snowstorm, an army 
spokesman said yesterday. Others also 
carrying drugs fled back into Syria during 
the attempt, one of an increasing number 
of such incidents over the past year that 
had led the army to toughen its rules of 
engagement with smugglers. The army has also found large quantities of drugs - 
mostly commonly an amphetamine known as Captagon - hidden in Syrian trucks 
passing through Jordan’s main border crossing to the Gulf region.

 u A magnitude 6.2 
earthquake struck about 219 km 
(136.1 miles)west-northwest of 

Pangai, Tonga, yesterday, the United States Geological Survey (USGS) said. 
The earthquake was at a depth of 14.5 km, the USGS said.

Moderna starts trial for 
Omicron-specific booster shot

Four people shot dead in British 
Columbia home, homicide probe launched

Magnitude 6.2 earthquake 
strikes Pangai, Tonga

EU urges Mali to reconsider 
troop withdrawal demand

Jordan’s army says 27 drug 
smugglers killed at border with Syria

UK PM Johnson refuses to 
resign over lockdown parties
Reuters | London

British Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson rejected opposi-

tion calls to resign for attending 
lockdown parties but accept-
ed that a rule that ministers 
should lose their jobs if they 
had knowlingly misled parlia-
ment applied to him.

Johnson, who in 2019 won 
the biggest Conservative ma-
jority in more than 30 years, 
is braced for the publication 
of an official investigation into 
claims that there were multiple 
boozy Downing Street parties 
during lockdowns. He told par-
liament no rules were broken. 
read more

It was not immediately clear 
when the results of that inves-
tigation by Cabinet Office of-
ficial Sue Gray would be pub-
lished, especially as police have 
opened their own investigation.

Asked by the opposition La-
bour Party Keir Starmer leader 
if the ministerial code, which 
says that ministers who had 
knowingly misled parliament 
should offer to resign, ap-

plied to him Johnson said: “Of 
course.”

“If he’d misled parliament, he 
must resign,” Starmer told par-
liament. “Will you now resign?”

“No,” Johnson replied.
He said he could not speak 

about investigations into the 
alleged parties. Johnson said 
his government was focused on 
driving economic growth and 
leading the Western response 
to the Ukraine crisis.

Johnson has given a variety 
of explanations about the par-
ties: first he said no rules had 
been broken but then he apol-
ogised to the British people for 
the apparent hypocrisy of such 
gatherings.

He has denied an allegation 
he was warned that a “bring 
your own booze” lockdown 
gathering on May 20, 2020, 
which he says he thought was a 
work event, was inappropriate.

ITV reported on Monday 
that Johnson and his now wife 
Carrie had attended a surprise 
party of up to 30 people for his 
birthday in the Cabinet Room at 
Downing Street in June 2020, 
when indoor gatherings were 
banned.

Party culture
British police on Tuesday 

said they had opened their own 
investigation into lockdown 
events at Downing Street, up-
ping the pressure on Johnson.

Some of his lawmakers have 
already demanded he resign 
but to trigger a leadership chal-
lenge, 54 of the 359 Conserv-
ative MPs in parliament must 
write letters of no confidence 
to the chairman of the party’s 
1922 Committee.

The number of letters sub-
mitted is kept secret until the 
threshhold of 54 is reached.

British Foreign Secretary Liz 
Truss, tipped as a possible fu-
ture prime minister if Johnson 
is toppled, said Downing Street 
had not yet been given the find-
ings of the Gray report but that 
it would come out very soon.

Asked about the claims that 
Johnson and his staff had par-
tied at the heart of the Brit-
ish state while ordinary peo-
ple were banned from even 
bidding farewell to their dy-
ing relatives in person, Truss 
said some of the reports were  
concerning.

“There clearly needs to be a 
change in culture,” Truss told 
the BBC. “We need to get the 
results of the report, we need 
to look at the results and fix the 
issues there are.”

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson walks outside Downing Street in London

A person plays online word game “Wordle” on a mobile phone

A Union Pacific freight train passes along a section of tracks littered with 
debris from packages stolen from cargo containers stacked on rail cars

A woman watches a TV screen showing a news program reporting about North 
Korea’s missile launch with a file image

Some observers have 
suggested that the 

Kim regime’s frequent 
launches are a cry for 

attention, but Pyongyang 
is running hard in what 
it perceives as an arms 

race with Seoul
LEIF-ERIC EASLEY, AN INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

PROFESSOR AT EWHA UNIVERSITY IN SEOUL

Some of Boris John-
son’s lawmakers have 
already demanded he 
resign but to trigger 

a leadership chal-
lenge, 54 of the 359 
Conservative MPs in 

parliament must write 
letters of no confi-

dence to the chairman 
of the party’s 1922 

Committee

KNOW WHAT

I’ve been tracking junk 
of this sort for about 15 

years. And this is the 
first unintentional lunar 

impact that we’ve had
ASTRONOMER BILL GRAY

People were... 
breaking into these 

containers and 
stealing firearms, tens 
of firearms. That gave 
us great concern as a 

source again of further 
violence in the city

POLICE CHIEF MICHEL MOORE

North Korea is reeling 
economically from 

international sanctions 
and a two-year-long 
pandemic blockade, 
but has managed to 
develop an “impres-

sive” array of offensive 
weaponry

KNOW WHAT

It is likely the person 
behind the @wordli-
nator account found 

the upcoming winning 
words by simply look-
ing at the Wordle web 

page’s source code

KNOW WHAT

SpaceX rocket on collision course with moon
AFP | Washington

A chunk of a SpaceX rocket that 
blasted off seven years ago 

and was abandoned in space after 
completing its mission will crash 
into the Moon in March, experts 
say.

The rocket was deployed in 
2015 to put into orbit a NASA satel-
lite called the Deep Space Climate 
Observatory (DSCOVR).

Since then, the second stage of 
the rocket, or booster, has been 
floating in what mathematicians 
call a chaotic orbit, astronomer 
Bill Gray told AFP Wednesday.

It was Gray who calculated the 
space junk’s new collision course 
with the Moon.

The booster passed quite close 
to the Moon in January in a ren-
dezvous that altered its orbit, said 
Gray.

He is behind Project Pluto, soft-
ware that allows for calculating 
the trajectory of asteroids and 
other objects in space and is used 
in NASA-financed space observa-
tion programs.

A week after the rocket stage 
whizzed close to the Moon, Gray 
observed it again and concluded 
it would crash into the Moon’s 
dark side on March 4 at more than 

5,500 miles per hour (9,000 kilo-
meters per hour).

Gray appealed to the amateur 
astronomer community to join 
him in observing the booster, and 
his conclusion was confirmed.

The exact time and spot of im-
pact may change slightly from his 
forecast but there is widespread 
agreement that there will be a 
collision on the Moon that day.

“I’ve been tracking junk of this 
sort for about 15 years. And this 
is the first unintentional lunar 
impact that we’ve had,” Gray said.

‘Time to start regulating’ 
Astronomer Jonathan McDow-

ell told AFP it’s possible similar 

impacts have taken place unno-
ticed.

“There’re at least 50 objects 
that were left in deep Earth orbit 
in the ‘60s, ‘70s and ‘80s that were 
just abandoned there. We didn’t 
track them,” he said.

“Now we’re picking up a cou-
ple of them... but a lot of them 
we’re not finding and so they’re 
not there anymore,” he added. 
“Probably at least a few of them 
hit the moon accidentally and we 
just didn’t notice.”

The impact of the SpaceX rock-
et chunk weighing four tons on 
the Moon will not be visible from 
Earth in real time.

But it will leave a crater that 
scientists will be able to observe 
with spacecraft and satellites like 
NASA’s Lunar Reconnaissance Or-
biter or India’s Chandrayaan-2, 
and thus learn more about the 
geology of the Moon.

A SpaceX rocket carrying a NASA weather 
satellite blasts off in February 2015 from 
Cape Canaveral, Florida


