
I HAVE A DREAM THAT MY FOUR LITTLE 
CHILDREN WILL ONE DAY LIVE IN A NATION 
WHERE THEY WILL NOT BE JUDGED BY THE 
COLOR OF THEIR SKIN BUT BY THE CONTENT 
OF THEIR CHARACTER.
MARTIN LUTHER KING

QUOTE 
OF THE 
DAY

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 27,  2025

1512 1657 1945 TODAY 
IN 

HISTORY
Spanish Crown issues the Laws 
of Burgos, governing the conduct 
of settlers with regard to native 
Indians in the New World

Flushing Remonstrance petition is signed 
in the Dutch colony of New Netherland, 

protesting the ban on Quaker worship and 
asserting the right to religious freedom

International Monetary Fund and International Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development are formally established with the signing of articles of agreement 

by member countries, ratifying Bretton Woods Conference findings based on 
ideas of economists Harry Dexter White and John Maynard Keynes [1]
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Evidence-based sci-
entific innovation 

is driving better health 
outcomes around the 
world.  New medicines 
and vaccines are saving 
lives from diseases once 
thought to be among the 
most daunting.

@DrTedros

In a turbulent world 
that moves ever faster, 

Christmas offers us a rare 
pause moment to breathe, 
slow down, and remem-
ber what truly matters.

@vonderleyen

It is important if we 
succeed in organizing 

what we discussed today 
with President Trump’s 
envoys. Some documents, 
as I see it, are nearly ready, 
and some documents are 
fully prepared. 

@ZelenskyyUa

Too many leaders 
today view human 

rights as the problem. 
We know human rights 
are the solution. They are 
the foundation of peace. 
They are the engine of 
progress. And they are 
the path out of conflict & 
chaos to security & hope.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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News in brief 
 u Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky said yesterday 
that he would meet US President 
Donald Trump this weekend to discuss 
efforts to end Russia’s invasion. “Over 
the weekend, I think on Sunday, in 
Florida, we will have a meeting with 
President Trump,” Zelensky said in 
a message to journalists. The latest 
round of US-Ukraine negotiations produced 
a 20-point plan to end the war, which has 
been sent to Moscow. “We will discuss these 
documents, security guarantees,” Zelensky 
said. “As for sensitive issues, we will discuss 
Donbas and the Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant, and we will certainly discuss 
other issues,” he added. Zelensky said this week there was still disagreements 
between Kyiv and Washington over the two issues. Despite that, Ukraine won 
some concessions in the latest plan, which would freeze the frontline and remove 
a requirement for Kyiv to legally renounce its bid to join NATO, Zelensky said.

u Defence Minister 
Israel Katz yesterday 
ordered the military to 
launch an operation in the 

village of Qabatiya in the occupied West Bank after it emerged that a Palestinian 
who killed two people came from there. “Defence Minister Israel Katz instructed 
the IDF to act forcefully and immediately against the village of Qabatiya, from 
which the murderous terrorist emerged, in order to locate and thwart every 
terrorist and strike the village’s terror infrastructure,” Katz’s office said in a 
statement.

Israel minister tells army act 
‘forcefully’ against attacker’s village

Zelensky to meet 
Trump this weekend 
in Florida

Yemen sits at one of the 
world’s most strategic choke-

points: the Bab el-Mandeb 
Strait, through which a 

significant share of global 
maritime trade and energy 

shipments pass between 
the Red Sea and the Indian 

Ocean

KNOW WHAT

Yemen separatists say Saudi 
strikes will not deter them

There were no immediate reports of casualties in the air strikes

• Separatists accused 
Riyadh of conducting air 
strikes on their positions

• Saudi urged the 
separatists to withdraw 
from Hadramawt and 
Mahra provinces

• Around 15,000 Saudi-
backed fighters amass 
near Yemen border: 
Yemen govt official

AFP | Al Mukalla, Yemen

Yemen separatists said they 
would not be deterred 
from pursuing their ob-

jectives after air strikes they 
blamed on Saudi Arabia hit their 
positions yesterday. 

There were no immediate 
reports of casualties in the air 
strikes, which came amid a dra-
matic escalation in a conflict 
that, for more than a decade, has 
plunged Yemen into humanitar-
ian catastrophe.

On Friday, following a Saudi 
call on them to pull back, the 
separatists accused Riyadh of 
conducting air strikes on their 
positions.

A video aired on separatist-af-
filiated media showed a plume 
of smoke rising from the desert, 
with four-wheel white cars in the 

foreground.
“The Council affirms that such 

actions will not serve any path of 
understanding and will not deter 
the people of the South from con-
tinuing to move forward toward 
restoring their full rights,” the 
separatist Southern Transitional 
Council (STC) said.

The Saudi-led coalition, which 
backs the government, did not 
immediately respond to AFP’s 
request to confirm the strikes.

‘Last resort’
A Yemeni government official 

in Riyadh told AFP earlier this 
week that Saudi Arabia was con-

sidering military action against 
the STC as a “last resort” should 
efforts to persuade the group 
to withdraw from newly-seized 
territory fail.

The head of Yemen’s presi-
dential council Rashad al-Alimi 
met with Western ambassadors 
and with Saudi Arabia’s defence 
minister and dispatched gov-
ernment envoys to Aden to per-
suade the STC to withdraw from 
Hadramawt and Mahra, said the 
official, requesting anonymity to 
discuss sensitive matters.

Earlier this month, a Sau-
di-Emirati military delegation 
visited Aden to ask the STC to 

return the two provinces, with 
Saudi deescalation efforts still 
ongoing, Riyadh said on Friday.

If efforts to return those areas 
collapse, Saudi Arabia had sig-
nalled to the Yemeni government 
that it could launch air strikes 
and deploy the Nation Shield 
forces.

The strikes also came a day 
after Saudi Arabia urged the sep-
aratists to withdraw from Had-
ramawt and Mahra provinces.

On Friday, the UAE welcomed 
efforts by Saudi Arabia to sup-
port security in Yemen, as the 
two Gulf allies sought to present 
a united front.

Oman, a mediator that also 
borders Yemen, called for “avoid-
ing escalation... and engaging in 
a comprehensive political dia-
logue”.

China’s high-speed rail network 
passes 50,000km mark
AFP | Beijing, China

China’s sprawling high-
speed rail network passed 

50,000 kilometres (31,000 
miles) in total operating dis-
tance with the opening of a 
new line on Friday, state media 
reported.

The country has the world’s 
largest rail network -- one-fifth 
longer than the circumference 
of the earth.

The trip begins in the city 
of Xi’an -- home to China’s 
famed Terracotta Warriors -- 
and ends in Yan’an to its north, 
state broadcaster CCTV said. 
Both cities are in northern 
China’s Shaanxi province.

Some homes were demol-
ished and displaced residents 
would receive 5,000 yuan 
($700) per household to re-
locate, local authorities said 
in 2020 when construction 
began.

China’s rail network has 
expanded by around 32 per-
cent compared to 2020, state-

owned China Railway added 
Friday in a statement.

The Xi’an-Yan’an line spans 
a total of 299 kilometres and 
the shortest trip takes 68 min-
utes, CCTV said.

The C9309 train runs at 
350 kilometres (217 miles) per 
hour, outpacing Japan’s Shin-
kansen, which has a top speed 
of 320 kilometres (200 miles) 
per hour.

Beijing has also been financ-
ing railways in other Asian 
countries under its Belt and 
Road Initiative, which funds 
infrastructure projects global-
ly, but a number of plans have 
been stalled or mired in con-
troversy.

Shook the 
whole town

Nigerians surprised by US strikes

• The Department 
of Defense’s US Africa 
Command, using 
an acronym for the 
Islamic State group, 
said “multiple ISIS 
terrorists” were 
killed in an attack 
in the northwestern 
state of Sokoto.

AFP | Kano, Nigeria

Nigerians across Soko-
to state awoke to loud 
blasts Thursday night, 

worried their village was being 
attacked by one of the multi-
ple armed groups that plague 
northwest Nigeria.

They were in fact strikes by 
the United States, in a Christ-
mas Day bombardment target-
ing militants in several places.

AFP reached three villagers 
by phone in the Sokoto coun-
tryside.

The attack was a surprise to 
some around Jabo town, who 
said that their area was some-
times a target of armed “bandit” 
gangs and jihadists, but was not 
a stronghold for the groups.

“We heard a loud explosion 
which shook the whole town 
and everyone was scared,” said 
Haruna Kallah from Jabo, some 
100 kilometres south of Sokoto 
city near the Niger border.

Nigeria and the US have been 
locked in a dispute over what 
President Donald Trump has 
characterised as the mass kill-
ing of Christians in the coun-
try’s armed conflicts.

The Nigerian government 
and independent analysts reject 
Washington’s framing, noting 
the west African country faces 
interlinked security crises that 

kill both Christian and Muslim 
civilians.

“We initially thought it was 
an attack by Lakurawa,” the 
main jihadist group in Sokoto 
State, Kallah said.

Learning that it was a US at-
tack “surprised us because this 
area has never been a Lakura-
wa enclave and we have never 
had any attacks in the last two 
years”.

He said some locals mustered 
the courage to explore a field 
outside Barkini village on the 
outskirts of the town, where 
they discovered burning frag-
ments from the bombardment.

The US said it had struck mil-
itants linked to Islamic State 
without detailing which of Ni-
geria’s multiple and well-docu-
mented groups were targeted.

Ayuba Abdulkarim, another 
Jabo resident, said: “There was 
a huge explosion and everyone 
was terrified and thought the 
town was under attack from 
Lakurawa.

“Luckily no one was hurt, 
but fragments from the bomb 
caused damage to walls and 
roofs of nearby homes.”

Tukur Shehu, resident of 
Tangaza, a neighbouring dis-
trict, said two strikes targeted 
Warriya and Alkassim villages 
-- known to house Lakurawa 
camps, from where they launch 
attacks and keep hostages.

US special forces sneaked 
into Tangaza district in Octo-
ber 2020 and rescued Philip 
Walton, a US citizen kidnapped 
from his home in southern Ni-
ger.

Nigeria signals more strikes likely 
in ‘joint’ US operations
AFP | Lagos, Nigeria

Nigeria yesterday signalled 
more strikes against ji-

hadist groups were expected 
after a Christmas Day bom-
bardment by US forces against 
militants in the north of the 
country, which it said was a 
joint operation with its mil-
itary.

The west African country 
faces multiple interlinked 
security crises in its north, 
where jihadists have been 
waging an insurgency in the 
northeast since 2009 and 
armed “bandit” gangs raid vil-
lages and stage kidnappings 
in the northwest.

The US strikes come after 
Abuja and Washington were 
locked in a diplomatic dis-
pute over what Trump char-

acterised as the mass killing 
of Christians amid Nigeria’s 
myriad armed conflicts.

Nigeria’s military said in a 
statement that its forces, in 
conjunction with the Unit-
ed States “conducted preci-
sion strike operations against 
identified foreign ISIS-linked 
elements” in northwest Ni-
geria.

Washington’s framing of 
the violence as amounting 
to Christian “persecution” is 
rejected by the Nigerian gov-
ernment.

“It’s Nigeria that provided 
the intelligence,” the coun-
try’s foreign minister, Yusuf 
Tuggar, told broadcaster 
Channels TV, saying he was 
on the phone with US State 
Secretary Marco Rubio ahead 
of the bombardment.

A  missile launch from a naval vessel as President Donald Trump says US forces conducted “powerful and deadly” strikes 
against Islamic State militants in northwestern Nigeria

Fuel shortage forces Gaza hospital 
to suspend most services

AFP | Khan Yunis, Palestinian 
Territories

A major Gaza hospital said yes-
terday it had suspended sev-

eral services because of critical 
fuel shortages in the devastated 
Palestinian territory, which faces 
a severe humanitarian crisis.

Ravaged by more than two 
years of war, the Al-Awda Hos-
pital in central Gaza’s Nusei-
rat district cares for around 60 
in-patients and receives nearly 
1,000 people seeking medical 
treatment each day.

“Most services have been tem-
porarily stopped due to a short-
age of the fuel needed for the 
generators,” said Ahmed Mehan-
na, a senior official involved in 
managing the hospital.

“Only essential departments 
remain operational: the emer-
gency unit, maternity ward and 
paediatrics.”

To keep these services running, 
the hospital has been forced to 
rent a small generator, he added.

Under normal conditions, 
Al-Awda Hospital consumes 

between 1,000 and 1,200 litres 
of diesel per day. At present, 
however, it has only 800 litres 
available.

“We stress that this shutdown 
is temporary and linked to the 
availability of fuel,” Mehanna 
said, warning that a prolonged 

fuel shortage “would pose a di-
rect threat to the hospital’s abil-
ity to deliver basic services”.

Khitam Ayada, 30, who has 
taken refuge in Nuseirat, said she 
had gone to the facility after days 
of kidney pain.

But “they told me they didn’t 

have electricity to perform an 
X-ray... and that they couldn’t 
treat me,” the displaced woman 
told AFP.

“They gave me a painkiller 
and told me that if my condition 
didn’t improve I should go” to 
another hospital, she said.

“We lack everything in our 
lives, even the most basic med-
ical services,” she added.

Hospital official Mehanna 
urged local and international or-
ganisations to intervene swiftly 
to ensure a steady fuel supply.

Despite a fragile truce ob-
served since October 10, the Gaza 
Strip remains engulfed in a se-
vere humanitarian crisis.

While the ceasefire agreement 
stipulated the entry of 600 aid 
trucks per day, only 100 to 300 
carrying humanitarian assistance 
can currently enter, according to 
the United Nations and non-gov-
ernmental organisations.

T h e  re m a i n i n g  c o nvoy s 
largely transport commercial 
goods that remain inaccessible 
to most of Gaza’s 2.2 million  
people.

A young Christian worshipper prays during Christmas celebrations at the Holy 
Family Parish in Gaza City

Israel announces recognition of 
Somaliland as 'sovereign state'

Jerusalem, Undefined

Israel yesterday formal-
ly recognised Somaliland 

as an "independent and sov-
ereign state" and signed an 
agreement to establish dip-
lomatic ties between the two 
countries, the office of Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu  
said.

"The prime minister an-
nounced today the official 
recognition of the Republic of 
Somaliland as an independent 
and sovereign state," his office 
said, making Israel the first 
country to officially recognise 
Somaliland as a country.

"The declaration is in the 
spirit of the Abraham Ac-

cords," Netanyahu's office 
said, referring to several agree-
ments between Israel and Arab 
countries brokered by US Pres-
ident Donald Trump during his 
first presidency.

The president of Somaliland, 
Abdirahman Mohamed Ab-
dullahi, hailed the recogni-
tion move, saying it marked 
the beginning of a "strategic 
partnership".

"This is a historic moment 
as we warmly welcome... the 
Prime Minister of the State 
of Israel's recognition of the 
Republic of Somaliland and 
affirm Somaliland's readiness 
to join the Abraham Accords," 
normalising relations with Is-
rael, he posted on X.

 a general view of the city of Hargeisa, capital and largest city of the self-
proclaimed Republic of Somaliland.

Funny old world: the 
week's offbeat news
AFP | Paris, France

From Japan getting its teeth 
into its bear problem to 

why all is not so sunny for the 
Swedes... Your weekly round-
up of offbeat stories from 
around the world.

From predator to plate
Japan has come up with 

a novel way of tackling the 
growing menace of bear at-
tacks... by eating them.

Bear is back on the menu in 
country inns cooked on a stone 
slate -- or in a hot pot with veg-
etables -- as culls are stepped 
up after 13 people were killed 
in maulings this year, twice the 
previous record.

Bears, who can weigh up 
to half a ton and outrun hu-
mans, have been breaking into 
homes looking for food, nosing 
around schools and rampaging 
through supermarkets.

But as alarm has grown, so 
too has the appetite for eating 
them.

"The number of customers 
who want to eat their meat 
has increased a lot," restaurant 
owner Koji Suzuki, 71, told AFP 
in the hilly city of Chichibu 
near Tokyo.

So much so that he is having 
to turn away customers.

One who nabbed a seat, 
28-year-old composer Takaaki 
Kimura -- who had never eaten 
bear before -- loved the taste.

"It's so juicy, and the more 
you chew, the tastier it gets," 
he said, grinning as he and his 
friends sat around the grilling 
stone and bubbling pot.

Suzuki, who is also a hunter, 
said they took care cooking the 
bears to show respect for their 
life. "It's better to use the meat 
at a restaurant like this, rather 
than burying it."

That won’t fly
A Mexican pilot barricaded 

himself into the cockpit and 
refused to fly his passengers 
to the resort of Cancun in one 
of the most unusual strikes of 
the year.

The captain told passengers 
he was owed five months' sal-

ary, and said "this plane isn't 
leaving until they pay us what 
they owe us," according to a 
video cited by local media.

"I feel bad for you, because 
you don't deserve this," he told 
holidaymakers before he was 
arrested by police at Mexico 
City's Benito Juarez Interna-
tional Airport.

Not much hygge
Those suffering from the 

post-Christmas blues should 
spare a thought for the Swedes. 
The capital Stockholm did not 
get a single hour of sunshine 
for the first 15 days of the 
month.

The sun was only seen for 30 
minutes, putting it on track to 
be the darkest December since 
1934 when there was so little 
light meteorologists "rounded 
it down to zero hours".

Famously stoic Scandinavi-
ans have cultivated concepts 
like "hygge" -- or coziness -- 
to get them through the long 
winter nights.

But even that is being tested 
by the gloom, with meteor-
ologist Viktor Bergman "very 
pessimistic" about snow for a 
white Christmas and New Year 
to cheer everyone up.

Chef Kiyoshi Fujimoto seasoning bear 
meat at his restaurant in Sapporo, in 
Japan’s northern Hokkaido prefecture

Yemeni armed forces ride in the back of a lorry as the Southern Armed Forces 
Command celebrate the 58th anniversary of National Independence Day, in the 
port city of Aden, in the southern part of the Arabian peninsula
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Palestinian kills two in stabbing and 
ramming attack, Israeli police say
AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

A Palestinian killed two 
people in a stabbing and 

car-ramming attack in north-
ern Israel yesterday, triggering 
the defence minister to threat-
en a crackdown on the assail-
ant’s village in the occupied 
West Bank.

The attack came a day af-
ter an Israeli military reserv-
ist dressed in civilian clothes 
rammed his vehicle into a Pal-
estinian man in the West Bank, 
where violence has surged 

since the war in Gaza began.
The Gaza war, sparked by 

Hamas’ attack on Israel on 
October 7, 2023, also set off 
several attacks by Palestinians 
inside Israel that have left doz-
ens dead.

“Preliminary investigation 
indicates this was a rolling ter-
ror attack that began in the city 
of Beit Shean, where a pedes-
trian was run over,” Israeli po-
lice said in a statement about 
Friday’s attack, adding that the 
victim was a 68-year-old man.


