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90 years after the Holo-
domor, the Kremlin is 

again using food as a weap-
on. We stand with Ukraine 
to guarantee global food se-
curity. Under President @
ZelenskyyUa ‘s Grain from 
Ukraine initiative, the @
EU_Commission will pay to 
ship 40,000 tons of Ukrain-
ian grain via two boats.

@vonderleyen

Highly symbolic. On 
Holodomor Remem-

brance Day, over 20 lead-
ers took part in our Inter-
national Summit on Food 
Security, both present in 
Kyiv & online. Discussed 
#GrainFromUkraine pro-
gram initiated by @Zelen-
skyyUa to alleviate global 
food crisis provoked by 
Russia’s war on Ukraine.

@DmytroKuleba

I welcome the Muscat 
Ministerial Manifesto 

on #AntimicrobialRe-
sistance and the targets 
it has set to address this 
threat. This landmark 
commitment is a ma-
jor step to achieving 
the outcomes the world 
needs at the 2024 #UNGA 
High-Level Meeting.

@DrTedros

After 4 consecutive 
failed rainy season, 

22 million people are 
facing a severe hunger 
crisis across the Horn of 
Africa. @WFP is provid-
ing support, but more re-
sources are required to 
help those most in need 
& prevent widespread 
loss of lives.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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Musk says he will support DeSantis if 
Florida governor runs for president
Reuters | Washington

Billionaire Elon Musk said 
on Friday he would sup-

port Ron DeSantis in 2024 if the 
Florida governor, who recently 
coasted to a second term, were 
to run for president.

“My preference for the 2024 
presidency is someone sensible 
and centrist. I had hoped that 
would be the case for the Biden 
administration, but have been 
disappointed so far,” Musk said 
on Twitter.

“Yes”, he replied in a tweet 
when asked if he would support 
DeSantis in 2024.

“As a reminder, I was a sig-
nificant supporter of the Oba-
ma-Biden presidency and (re-

luctantly) voted for Biden over 
Trump,” the Twitter owner 
said.

Musk had previously said in 
June he was leaning towards 
supporting DeSantis for pres-
ident in 2024, and added the 
Florida governor would easily 
defeat Biden in the election.

When asked back then about 
Musk’s support, DeSantis joked, 
“I welcome support from Afri-
can-Americans, what can I say.” 
Musk, who is white, grew up in 
South Africa.

China to build nuclear-powered moon base
Bloomberg  | Beijing

China plans to build its first 
base on the moon by 2028, 

ahead of landing astronauts 
there in subsequent years as the 
country steps up its challenge 
to NASA’s dominance in space 
exploration.

The lunar base will likely 
be powered by nuclear ener-
gy, Caixin reported. Its basic 
configuration will consist of 
a lander, hopper, orbiter and 
rover, all of which would be 
constructed by the Chang’e 6, 
7 and 8 missions.

“Our astronauts will likely 
be able to go to the moon with-
in 10 years,” Wu Weiran, chief 
designer of China’s lunar explo-
ration program, said in an in-
terview with state broadcaster 
CCTV earlier this week. Nuclear 
energy can address the lunar 
station’s long-term, high-power 

energy needs, he said.
China has ramped up its am-

bitions in space in recent years, 
sending probes to the moon, 
building its own space station 
and setting its sights on Mars. 
The plans have put it in direct 
competition with the US. NASA 
has a rover on the Red Planet 
and is seeking to return astro-
nauts to the moon this decade 
for the first time since the Apol-
lo program ended in the 1970s.

Both China and the US are 
spending billions of dollars 
to not just put humans on the 
moon, but also to access re-
sources that could foster life 
on the lunar surface or send 
spacecraft to Mars.

News in brief 
 u Taiwan’s 
President Tsai 
Ing-wen has stepped 

down as head of her ruling party after 
it suffered defeat in yesterday’s local 
elections, while the Beijing-friendly main 
opposition held its ground. Voters cast 
ballots for mayors, magistrates and various 
other posts in 22 cities and counties in 
elections Tsai had previously described as a 
stage to showcase “Taiwan’s persistence and 

resolve to defend freedom and democracy” as Beijing ramps up pressure on the 
island. But her Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) lost four out of the island’s six 
key mayoralties, including capital Taipei.

 u Kuwait detected 
cholera in a citizen 
arriving from a 
neighbouring country where there is an outbreak, the health ministry said 
in a statement. According to the World Health Organization, Lebanon is the 
latest phase of a outbreak that began in Afghanistan in June before spreading to 
Pakistan, Iran, Iraq and Syria.

 u Belarus Foreign Minister Vladimir 
Makei has died at the age of 64, state news 
agency Belta reported yesterday. “Foreign 
Minister Vladimir Makei has passed away 
suddenly,” Belta reported. Makei had held his 
post since 2012. He had attended a conference 
of the Collective Security Treaty Organization 
(CSTO) - a military alliance of several post soviet 
states - in Yerevan earlier this week and was 
due to meet Russian counterpart Sergei Lavrov 
on Monday. Before the presidential elections 

and mass anti-government protests in Belarus in 2020, Makei had been one of the 
initiators of efforts to improve Belarus’ relations with the West and had criticised 
Russia.

 u 
Canadian 
Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau on Friday defended 
invoking emergency powers to end anti-
government protests that paralyzed the capital 
earlier this year, citing the threat of violence and 
lack of a credible plan by police. The “Freedom 
Convoy” demonstrations against public health 
measures including vaccine mandates shut down 
Ottawa and blocked some border crossings for weeks in 
January and February. Trudeau portrayed the move to use emergency powers as 
unavoidable, saying it was not possible to negotiate with the protesters. “It wasn’t 
that they just wanted to be heard. They wanted to be obeyed,” Trudeau told the 
independent public commission looking into the government’s use of the powers. 
“I am absolutely, absolutely serene and confident that I made the right choice in 
agreeing with the invocation.”.

Taiwan president resigns as 
party leader after election loss

Belarus foreign 
minister Makei dies

Kuwait detects cholera in citizen 
arriving from neighbouring country

Canada’s Trudeau defends use of emergency 
powers in ‘Freedom Convoy’ protests

Xi tells Kim China willing to work 
with N. Korea for ‘world peace’: KCNA
Reuters | Seoul

Chinese President Xi Jinping 
told North Korean leader 

Kim Jong Un that Beijing was 
willing to work with Pyongyang 
for world peace, North Korean 
state media said yesterday.

The message from Xi came 
days after North Korea fired an 
intercontinental ballistic mis-
sile in one of its most power-
ful tests yet, declaring it would 
meet perceived US nuclear 
threats with nukes of its own.

North Korea has conducted 

a record-breaking blitz of mis-
sile launches in recent weeks 
and fears have grown that it is 
building up to a seventh nuclear 
test, its first since 2017.

In his message to Kim, Xi said 
Beijing was ready to work with 
the North for “peace, stability, 
development and prosperity 
of the region and the world,” 
Pyongyang’s official Korean 
Central News Agency (KCNA) 
reported.

Xi said he was willing to col-
laborate with Pyongyang as 
“changes in the world, times, 

and history are taking place in 
unprecedented ways,” KCNA 
said, quoting from the message 
it said was received in response 
to congratulations from Kim 
after the Chinese Communist 
Party Congress last month 
handed Xi a third term.

Days before North Korea’s 
ICBM launch, Xi met on the 
sidelines of a Group of 20 sum-
mit in Bali with US President 
Joe Biden, who voiced con-
fidence that Beijing does not 
want to see a further escalation 
by Pyongyang.

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un (left) and China’s President Xi Jinping at the 
Kumsusan State Guest House in Pyongyang in 2019

Elon Musk says Twitter’s ban on Trump 
after Capitol attack was ‘grave mistake’
Reuters | Washington

Twitter’s ban on then President 
Donald Trump after the Jan. 

6, 2021, attack on the US Capitol 
by his supporters was a “grave 
mistake” that had to be corrected, 
Chief Executive Elon Musk said, 
although he also stated that incite-
ment to violence would continue 
to be prohibited on Twitter.

“I’m fine with Trump not tweet-
ing. The important thing is that 
Twitter correct a grave mistake 
in banning his account, despite 
no violation of the law or terms 
of service,” Musk said in a tweet. 
“Deplatforming a sitting President 
undermined public trust in Twit-

ter for half of America.”
Last week, Musk announced the 

reactivation of Trump’s account 
after a slim majority voted in a 
Twitter poll in favour of reinstat-
ing Trump, who said, however, 
that he had no interest in return-
ing to Twitter. 

Hiding in plain sight: artefacts 
seized from display in Italian bank
Reuters | Milan

Italian authorities have seized a 
valuable archaeological collec-

tion that had been on display in a 
meeting hall in the headquarters 
of an Italian regional bank, police 
said in a statement on Friday.

The Carabinieri police confis-
cated pottery artefacts that were 
kept inside the main branch of 
Banca Popolare di Bari, in the 
south-eastern region of Puglia, 
with the current management 
blissfully unaware of the items’ 
illicit origins.

The 103 ceramic artefacts, in-
cluding vases, plates and jugs, date 
back to between the 5th century 
BC and the first century AD, and 
are of “inestimable cultural-his-

torical worth and an extremely 
important economic value,” police 
said.

The collection came into the 
bank’s possession in 2009 after a 
transaction worth 100,000 euros 
($103,640) was sponsored by the 
then chief executive and backed 
by the board.

A handout photo shows a pot that is part 
of the archaeological collection

Elon Musk and Donald Trump

Ron DeSantis

A general view of China’s Long March 
3B rocket carrying the Chang’e-3 lunar 
probe (file photo)

My preference for 
the 2024 presidency 
is someone sensible 
and centrist. I had 

hoped that would be 
the case for the Biden 

administration, but 
have been disappointed 

so far
ELON MUSK

Days before North Ko-
rea’s ICBM launch, Xi 

met on the sidelines of 
a Group of 20 summit 
in Bali with US Pres-
ident Joe Biden, who 

voiced confidence that 
Beijing does not want 
to see a further esca-

lation by Pyongyang
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Ukraine marks Soviet-era famine as Russia’s war rages on
AFP | Kyiv

Ukraine accused the Krem-
lin yesterday of using the 

same “genocidal” tactics that 
it used against it in the 1930s 
under Josef Stalin as Kyiv com-
memorated a Soviet-era famine 
that left millions of Ukrainians 
dead during the winter of 1932- 
33.

Ukraine this year holds its 
memorial day for the victims 
of the “Holodomor” famine as 
it grapples to repel invading 
Russian forces and deals with 
massive power outages across 
the country after waves of Rus-
sian air strikes on vital infra-
structure.

“Once they wanted to destroy 

us with hunger, now – with 
darkness and cold,” President 
Volodymyr Zelenskiy wrote on 

his Telegram channel. “We can-
not be broken.”

In November 1932, Soviet 
leader Stalin dispatched po-
lice to seize all grain and live-
stock from newly collectivised 
Ukrainian farms, including the 
seed needed to plant the next 
crop.

Millions of Ukrainian peas-
ants starved to death in the fol-
lowing months from what Yale 
University historian Timothy 
Snyder calls “clearly premedi-
tated mass murder”.

“The Russians will pay for all 
of the victims of the Holodomor 
and answer for today’s crimes,” 
Andriy Yermak, the head of 
Ukraine’s presidential admin-
istration, wrote on Telegram.

Children place ears of wheat as they 
visit a monument to Holodomor victims

NASA’s Orion capsule enters far-flung orbit around moon
AP | Washington

NASA’s Orion capsule entered 
an orbit stretching tens of 

thousands of miles around the 
moon Friday, as it neared the 
halfway mark of its test flight.

The capsule and its three test 
dummies entered lunar orbit 
more than a week after launch-
ing on the $4 billion demo that’s 
meant to pave the way for as-
tronauts. It will remain in this 
broad but stable orbit for nearly 
a week, completing just half a 
lap before heading home.

As of Friday’s engine firing, 
the capsule was 238,000 miles 
(380,000 kilometres) from 
Earth. It’s expected to reach a 
maximum distance of almost 
270,000 miles (432,000 kilo-

metres) in a few days. That will 
set a new distance record for a 
capsule designed to carry peo-
ple one day.

“It is a statistic, but it’s sym-
bolic for what it represents,” 

Jim Geffre, an Orion manager, 
said in a NASA interview earlier 
in the week. “It’s about chal-
lenging ourselves to go farther, 
stay longer and push beyond the 
limits of what we’ve previously 

explored.”
NASA considers this a dress 

rehearsal for the next moon 
flyby in 2024, with astronauts. 
A lunar landing by astronauts 
could follow as soon as 2025. 
Astronauts last visited the moon 
50 years ago during Apollo 17.

This screengrab from NASA TV shows NASA’s Orion capsule nearing the moon

It is a statistic, but it’s 
symbolic for what it 

represents. It’s about 
challenging ourselves to 
go farther, stay longer 
and push beyond the 
limits of what we’ve 
previously explored

JIM GEFFRE, AN ORION MANAGER

In November 1932, 
Soviet leader Stalin 
dispatched police to 
seize all grain and 

livestock from newly 
collectivised Ukrainian 

farms, including the 
seed needed to plant 

the next crop. Millions 
of Ukrainian peasants 
starved to death in the 
following months from 

what Yale University 
historian Timothy 

Snyder calls “clearly 
premeditated mass 

murder”

Covid protests break out 
in China after deadly fire
Protesters in Xinjiang blame restrictions for death toll of 10 in apartment block fire

• Witnesses claim 
emergency response to 
the blaze was hampered 
due to Covid curbs

Reuters | Beijing

Public anger in China to-
wards widening COVID-19 
lockdowns across the coun-

try erupted into rare protests in 
China’s far western Xinjiang re-
gion and the country’s capital of 
Beijing, as nationwide infections 
set another record.

Crowds took to the streets on 
Friday night in Xinjiang’s capital 
of Urumqi, chanting “End the 
lockdown!” and pumping their 
fists in the air, after a deadly fire 
on Thursday triggered anger over 
their prolonged COVID-19 lock-
down according to videos circu-
lated on Chinese social media on 
Friday night.

Videos showed people in a pla-
za singing China’s national an-
them with its lyric, “Rise up, those 
who refuse to be slaves!” while 
others shouted that they wanted 

to be released from lockdowns.
Reuters verified that the foot-

age was published from Urumqi, 
where many of its 4 million res-
idents have been under some of 
the country’s longest lockdowns, 
barred from leaving their homes 
for as long as 100 days.

In the capital of Beijing 2,700 
km (1,678 miles) away, some res-
idents under lockdown staged 
small-scale protests or confronted 
their local officials over move-
ment restrictions placed on them, 

with some successfully pressur-
ing them into lifting them ahead 
of a schedule.

A crucial spark for the public 
anger was a fire in a high-rise 
building in Urumqi that killed 
10 on Thursday night, whose 
case went viral on social media 
as many internet users surmised 
that residents could not escape 
in time because the building was 
partially locked down.

Urumqi officials abruptly held 
a news conference in the early 

hours of yesterday to deny COVID 
measures had hampered escape 
and rescue, but internet users 
continued to question the official 
narrative.

“The Urumqi fire got everyone 
in the country upset,” said Sean 
Li, a resident in Beijing.

A planned lockdown for his 
compound “Berlin Aiyue” was 
called off on Friday after residents 
protested to their local leader and 
convinced him to cancel it, nego-
tiations that were captured by a 
video posted on social media.

A screengrab from a video shows protests against coronavirus disease (COVID-19) 
outbreak measures in Urumqi city, Xinjiang Uygur, China

By yesterday evening, 
at least ten other com-
pounds lifted lockdown 
before the announced 

end-date after residents 
complained
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China has ramped 
up its ambitions in 

space in recent years, 
sending probes to the 

moon, building its 
own space station and 
setting its sights on 

Mars
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1095 1295 1807 1895
Pope Urban II preaches the west to 
wrestle control of the Holy land from 
the Seljuk Turks at the Council of 
Clermont, triggering the First Crusade

English King Edward I calls what 
later became known as “The 
Model Parliament” extending the 
authorities of its representatives

Portuguese Royal Family and its 
court of nearly 15,000 people leave 
Lisbon for their colony of Brazil to 
escape invading Napoleonic troops

Swedish chemist Alfred 
Nobel’s will establishes 
the Nobel Prize
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Facial recognition can help 
conserve seals, scientists say
AP | Freeport

Facial recognition technol-
ogy is mostly associated 

with uses such as surveillance 
and the authentication of hu-
man faces, but scientists be-
lieve they’ve found a new use 
for it — saving seals.

A research team at Colgate 
University has developed Seal-
Net, a database of seal faces 
created by taking pictures of 
dozens of harbour seals in 
Maine’s Casco Bay. The team 
found the tool’s accuracy in 
identifying the marine mam-
mals is close to 100%, which is 
no small accomplishment in an 
ecosystem home to thousands 
of seals.

The researchers are working 
on expanding their database 
to make it available to other 
scientists, said Krista Ingram, 
a biology professor at Colgate 
and a team member. Broad-
ening the database to include 
rare species such as the Med-
iterranean monk seal and Ha-
waiian monk seal could help 
inform conservation efforts 
to save those species, she said.

Cataloguing seal faces and 
using machine learning to 
identify them can also help 
scientists get a better idea of 
where in the ocean seals are 
located, Ingram said.

“Understanding their dis-

persal, understanding their 
patterns really helps inform 
any conservation efforts for 
the coast,” she said. “For mo-
bile marine mammals that 
move around a lot and are hard 
to photograph in the water, 
we need to be able to identify 
individuals.”

A harbour seal looks around in Casco 
Bay

SealNet is designed to 
automatically detect 
the face in a picture, 
crop it and recognize 

it based on facial 
patterns such as eyes 
and nose shape, as it 

would a human

KNOW WHAT

Landslide hits Italian island of Ischia, 
one woman dead, 10 missing

Reuters | Milan

A woman was found dead 
and around 10 people 

were still missing on the 
southern Italian holiday island 
of Ischia after a landslide en-
gulfed buildings during heavy 
rain yesterday, a local Italian 
government official said.

Torrential rain hit the port 
of Casamicciola Terme, one 
of the six small towns on the 
island, in the early hours, trig-
gering flooding and bringing 
down buildings.

“Currently the confirmed 
death toll is one, a woman. 
Eight missing persons have 
been found, including a child, 
and there still are around 10 
missing,” the prefect of Na-
ples, Claudio Palomba, told a 
news conference, adding that 
around 100 people living close 
to the landslide area had been 
evacuated.

Infrastructure Minister 

Matteo Salvini said earlier 
during an event in Milan that 
eight people had been killed.

Seventy firefighters are 
working on the island, which 
lies some 30 km (19 miles) 
from Naples, to rescue resi-
dents from damaged buildings 
and search for missing per-
sons, Italy’s fire brigade said 
on Twitter.

Rescuers remove mud from a street in Casamicciola

Ischia is a volcanic 
island that draws 

visitors to its thermal 
baths and pictur-

esque hilly coastline. 
It is densely populat-

ed and statistics show 
it has a large number 
of houses that were 

built illegally, putting 
inhabitants at perma-
nent risk from flood-
ing and earthquakes


