
EU steps up ‘drone wall’ plans after Russian incursions

• Drone wall follows 
recent violations

• Focus on detection 
and interception

AFP | Helsinki

Europe needs to learn from 
Ukraine and swiftly build a 

“wall” of anti-drone defences, 
the EU’s defence chief said yes-
terday, after talks with eastern 
member states rattled by a string 
of airspace violations by Russia.

Defence  ministers  from 
around 10 EU countries agreed 
during the talks, convened by 
commissioner Andrius Kubil-
ius, to make the so-called “drone 
wall” a priority for the bloc.

Focus sharpened on the threat 
this week after unidentified 
drones forced the closure of air-
ports in Denmark -- which joined 
the meeting.

“We need to move fast,” Ku-
bilius told AFP in an interview. 
“And we need to move, taking 
all the lessons from Ukraine and 
making this drone wall together 
with Ukraine.”

Ukraine -- which has devel-
oped a raft of capabilities to 
detect and shoot down Russian 

drone swarms more cheaply -- 
also participated in yesterday’s 
talks, and said it wants to be part 
of the project.

“The drone wall will create 
a fundamentally new defence 
ecosystem in Europe, of which 
Ukraine is ready to be a part,” 
Ukraine’s Defence Minister 
Denys Shmygal wrote on social 
media.

Kubilius likewise said he want-
ed to see Ukraine be a “real part-
ner in development of this wall” 

and that he saw it as another way 
to integrate Kyiv into Europe’s 
defence build-up.

“Ukraine built an acoustic sen-
sor system when the war started 
in a very short period of time,” 
defence commissioner Kubilius 
told AFP. “So I think that we can 
do that also without long delay.”

 ‘Detection, tracking, and 
interception’ 

Kubilius, a former Lithuanian 
prime minister, said there was 

not yet a firm notion of the costs 
of creating the project, but esti-
mated it would be in the range of 
“several billion euros, not hun-
dreds of billions”.

“More or less we understand 
what we need to develop. How 
much it will cost -- we shall see,” 
he said.

Kubilius earlier told a news 
conference in Helsinki that 
meeting participants had “agreed 
to move from concept to con-
crete actions”.

He said ministers had backed 
a broad plan to bolster the EU’s 
eastern defences, the “priority” 
being to build a drone wall “with 
advanced detection, tracking, 
and interception capabilities.

Trump hopes more opponents 
to be charged after Comey
Trump says Comey is a “dirty cop” as he steps up his campaign of political retribution

• Trump cheers 
Comey indictment

• Pushes for more 
political prosecutions

• Breaks norms 
separating DOJ and 
White House

AFP | Washington

US President Donald Trump 
called yesterday for more 
of his political opponents 

to face criminal charges as he 
cheered the indictment of former 
FBI director James Comey and 
branded him a “dirty cop.”

The Republican’s comments 
step up an extraordinary, undis-
guised campaign of retribution 
against those who oppose him 
that defies decades of norms in 
US politics.

“Frankly I hope there are oth-
ers,” Trump told reporters at the 
White House when asked about 
Comey’s indictment on Thurs-
day.

“It’s not revenge. It’s also about 
the fact that you can’t let this 
go on.”

Presidents have historically 
bent over backward -- at least in 
public -- to show clear separation 
between the White House and 
the Justice Department. Trump 
has smashed that precedent, 
making clear he intends to influ-

ence Comey’s case -- and others.
Comey was charged with 

making false statements and ob-
struction of justice in connection 
with the probe he conducted into 
whether Trump colluded with 
Russia to win the 2016 election.

“He’s a dirty cop, he’s always 
been a dirty cop,” Trump told re-
porters about Comey, echoing an 
earlier post on his Truth Social 
network in which he declared 
him guilty.

The charges against the former 
FBI chief came days after Trump 
publicly urged Attorney General 
Pam Bondi to take action against 
Comey and others he sees as en-
emies.

They included Leticia James, 
who as New York’s state prose-
cutor brought a civil fraud case 
against Trump, and California 
Senator Adam Schiff, who led the 
prosecution at the president’s 
first impeachment in 2019.

Asked who would be next for 
prosecution, Trump said: “It’s 
not a list, but I think there will 
be others.”

Trump has used his office 
since returning to power in Jan-
uary to pressure a huge variety of 
individuals and institutions that 
either opposed him in the past 
or, as in the case of several media 
outlets, had sought to maintain 
their independence from him.

September 27 holds a special place 
in the modern history of Azerbai-
jan. On this day in 2020, the Patri-

otic War began, putting an end to the 
long-standing occupation problem and 
ensuring the territorial integrity of the 
country. Today, this date is observed as 
Remembrance Day, when the Azerbaijani 
people pay deep respect to all their mar-
tyrs. This day is a symbol of the nation’s 
fighting spirit, self-sacrifice, and the 
state’s political and military strength. 
The Patriotic War was not only a mili-
tary operation but also a manifestation 
of national unity, the people’s resolve, 
and the just cause of Azerbaijan based 
on international law. During the 44-
day war, the Azerbaijani Armed Forces 
liberated the occupied territories and 
restored historical justice, ending Ar-
menia’s long-standing occupation policy. 

The war changed political and mili-
tary realities that had been forming for 
decades. Armenia had long propagat-
ed myths about the invincibility of its 
army and attempted to create the illu-
sion internationally that Karabakh was 
unreachable for Azerbaijan. However, 
these myths were shattered within just 
44 days. As a result of successful oper-
ations, the Azerbaijani Army liberated 
large parts of Fuzuli, Jabrayil, Zangilan, 
Gubadli, Lachin, as well as Zangilan 
city, Hadrut town, and other strategic 
locations. The capture of Shusha marked 
the most glorious stage of the war. The 
liberation of Shusha not only restored 
Azerbaijan’s strategic position but also its 
cultural and spiritual center. Following 
this victory, Armenia was forced to sign 
a capitulation act, and on November 10, 
2020, the trilateral statement officially 
ended the war.

Significant outcomes
Azerbaijan’s victory had significant po-

litical, diplomatic, and moral outcomes, 
in addition to the military success. The 
country ensured its territorial integ-
rity in accordance with international 
law. UN Security Council resolutions 
adopted as early as 1993 demanded the 
end of the occupation, which had not 
been implemented until Azerbaijan’s 
decisive actions. President Ilham Aliyev 
described this historic event as a “victory 
of our people, the power of our state, and 
the restoration of justice,” emphasizing 
that Azerbaijan liberated its territories 
independently and that no one can take 

this victory away.
Azerbaijan’s victory also created new 

realities in the region. Local anti-ter-
ror measures conducted in September 
2023 further reinforced these realities. 
Armenian armed forces remaining in 
Azerbaijan were swiftly removed, and 
the country’s sovereignty was fully re-
stored. These operations demonstrated 
that Azerbaijan will no longer tolerate 
occupation or the presence of illegal 
armed forces. 

Right after our victorious war, Azerbai-
jan declared its readiness to open a new 
page in relations with Armenia based on 
mutual recognition of territorial integ-
rity and sovereignty. We proposed five 
basic principles rooted in international 
law. We tabled the proposal for a Peace 
Treaty. Then we initiated a negotiation 
process on its draft text, which lasted 
from October 2022 to summer 2025. 

New phase
The post-war period marked the be-

ginning of a new phase. One of the state’s 
main tasks was the Great Return—the 
resettlement of hundreds of thousands 
of internally displaced persons to their 
ancestral lands. Reconstruction projects 
in Karabakh and Eastern Zangazur were 
launched with modern approaches. Un-
der the Great Return Program, already 
more than 50,000 people live, work, and 
study in the liberated territories.

Economic development is a key pillar 
of this process. Azerbaijan’s energy poli-
cy, involvement in international projects, 
and growth of the non-oil sector have 
created additional opportunities for the 
state budget. In recent years, non-oil 
exports have reached record levels, and 
new initiatives are being implemented in 
agriculture, tourism, and industry. Eco-
nomic zones established in the liberated 
territories are expected to become major 
regional development centers. Funds 
for reconstruction come not only from 
domestic sources but also from interna-
tional financial institutions. 

Azerbaijan actively engages in global 
energy projects, both in fossil fuels and 
renewable energy, while establishing 
smart infrastructure in Karabakh and 
Eastern Zangazur. Almost 40 % of our 
energy will be generated by renewables 
by 2030. These efforts strengthen energy 
security, enhance regional connectivity, 
and position Azerbaijan as a strategic 
participant in global economic initiatives. 

As of today, we are supplying natural gas 
to 14 countries. This ranks Azerbaijan as 
the top country in the world in terms of 
the number of countries it supplies with 
pipeline gas. 

Efforts to transform
Azerbaijan wasted no time and initi-

ated efforts to transform the previously 
neglected lands during the occupation 
into a region with smart cities and smart 
villages, airports, and roads, and began 
cultivating agricultural areas. In this 
aspect, credible work has already begun 
to construct a highway from Fuzuli to 
Shusha and an international airport in 
Fuzuli. Azerbaijan is inclined towards 
transforming the region into an eco-
nomic and tourism hub with the estab-
lishment of new transportation lines, the 
restoration of historical monuments, and 
the reconstruction of liberated cities.

The credit for this success directly goes 
to President Ilham Aliyev. His strategic 
thinking and firm leadership played a 
pivotal role in liberating the occupied 
territories and restoring peace. President 
Aliyev’s commitment to modernizing 
cities while preserving their historical 
heritage reflects his forward-thinking 
approach. The visionary leadership is 
devoting significant attention to foster 
developments through innovative and 
digital solutions to provide comfortable 
living conditions for the safe return of 
internally displaced people. 

Strategic hub
The favorable geographic location of 

Azerbaijan makes our country to become 
a strategic hub of regional economic pol-
icy. The transit volume of goods through 
the Middle Corridor is increasing each 
year. This indicator is expected to ramp 
up in next years, in particular, with com-
missioning of the Zangazur corridor. 
The modern infrastructure created in 
the country, including Baku Internation-
al Trade Sea Port, Alat Free Economic 
Zone and modern railway network offer 
all amenities to the investors in terms 
of direct access to global markets and 
high transit efficiency. At the same time, 
special economic zones coupled with 
modern transportation and digital infra-
structure offer ready-to-go platforms for 
production, logistics, renewable energy, 
digital services and high value chain 
agriculture. 

Since the first days of gaining inde-
pendence, the Republic of Azerbaijan 
has always supported the fostering of 
international cooperation in all areas. 
We believe that the only way to reach 
stability and prosperity lies across dia-
logue and partnership. Azerbaijan makes 
constructive steps to ensure peace and 
stability in its region – the South Cauca-
sus. One of main targets we assigned for 
ourselves, is to build a new cooperation 

format in the region based on mutual 
trust, security and pragmatism. We are 
of opinion that the purposeful actions 
done in this direction will favor further 
fostering partnerships between neigh-
boring countries in the future.

The Joint Declaration was signed be-
tween Azerbaijan and Armenia in the 
witness of the US in Washington on Au-
gust 8, 2025. Thus, the important historic 
step was made towards ending the long 
lasting conflict between our countries 
and signing the peace agreement. The 
full instauration of prosperity in the 
South Caucasus will open up opportuni-
ties not only for our region, but also for 
Central Asia, Middle East and Europe.

Historic step
This agreement represented a historic 

step toward normalizing relations with 
Armenia. President Ilham Aliyev stated 
that the agreement laid the foundation 
for sustainable peace and opened broad 
opportunities for the future of the region. 
This agreement is a diplomatic victory 
for Azerbaijan, as it reaffirmed the coun-
try’s sovereignty and territorial integrity 
at the international level. The signing of 
the agreement in the U.S. also reflects 
Azerbaijan’s growing international influ-
ence. This event proves that the struggle 
that began on September 27 was not only 
a military victory but also a diplomatic 
achievement.

 Azerbaijan is inclined towards trans-
forming the region into an economic and 
tourism hub with the establishment of 
new transportation lines, the restoration 
of historical monuments, and the recon-
struction of liberated cities. Azerbaijan 
has always championed international-
ism, stood on the right side of history 
and the progressive side of humanity, 
and contributed to peace and develop-
ment. All these major developments were 
made possible due to President Aliyev’s 
farsightedness and vision, which have 
helped the nation become more resilient. 
Azerbaijan is committed to ensuring that 
the citizens of these territories can enjoy 
the benefits of peace and progress and 
that they have the opportunity to build 
a bright future for themselves and their 
children.

For every Azerbaijani citizen, Septem-
ber 27 is a day to pay tribute to martyrs 
and honor their sacrifices. It is also a day 
to look to the future, strengthen the state, 
and work for peace. Azerbaijan’s victory, 
the Great Return, and economic develop-
ment are key components of achieving 
these goals.

(The author is Azerbaijan’s ambas-
sador to Saudi Arabia. The views and 
opinions expressed in this article are 
those of the author and do not nec-
essarily reflect the official policy or 
position of the Daily Tribune)
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News in brief 
 u US Health 
Secretary Robert 
F. Kennedy Jr. 

rejected a United Nations political declaration on 
non-communicable diseases on Thursday, saying it 
“pushes destructive gender ideology” while ignoring 
the most pressing health issues. The World Health 
Organization has said the “new, ambitious and achievable” 
declaration will lay out a roadmap for the prevention and 
control of non-communicable diseases and the promotion 

of mental health and wellbeing towards 2030 and beyond. The declaration 
is expected to secure approval next month from a majority of the WHO’s 193 
member states despite objections from the United States. 

 u Gaza’s civil 
defence agency said 
Israeli forces killed 
more than 20 people across the Palestinian 
territory yesterday, ahead of Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu’s speech at the United 
Nations in New York. It comes as the Israeli 
military presses its offensive against Hamas in 
Gaza City, from which hundreds of thousands 
have been forced to flee. The civil defence agency 
-- a rescue force operating under Hamas authority 
-- reported at least 22 people killed since dawn across the territory, including 11 
in Gaza City. Israel’s military said in a statement yesterday that the air force had 
over the past day “struck over 140 targets throughout the Gaza Strip, including 
terrorists, tunnel shafts (and) military infrastructure”..

 u UK Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer yesterday announced 
plans for a new nationwide 

digital ID in a bid to curb illegal 
migration, but the move faces strong 
opposition in country that has long-
resisted such moves. The new digital ID will 
be held on people’s phones and there will be 
no requirement for individuals to carry or 

be asked to produce it, said the government. However, it will be “mandatory as a 
means of proving your right to work,” a statement said.

US rejects WHO non-communicable 
diseases declaration: RFK Jr

UK to launch digital ID 
scheme to curb illegal migration

Civil defence says over 20 killed in 
Gaza ahead of Netanyahu’s UN speech

Million-year-old skull could 
change human evolution timeline

AFP | Bangkok

A digital reconstruction of 
a million-year-old skull 

suggests humans may have 
diverged from our ancient an-
cestors 400,000 years earlier 
than thought and in Asia not 
Africa, a study said yesterday.

The findings are based on 
a reconstruction of a crushed 
skull discovered in China in 
1990, and have the potential 
to resolve the longstanding 
“Muddle in the Middle” of hu-
man evolution, researchers 
said.

But experts not involved in 
the work cautioned that the 
findings were likely to be dis-
puted, and pointed to ongoing 
uncertainties in the timeline of 
human evolution.

The skull, labelled Yunxian 
2, was previously thought to 
belong to a human forerunner 
called Homo erectus.

But modern reconstruction 
technologies revealed features 
closer to species previously 
thought to have existed only 
later in human evolution, in-
cluding the recently discov-
ered Homo longi and our own 
Homo sapiens.

“This changes a lot of think-
ing,” said Chris Stringer, an 
anthropologist at the Natural 

History Museum, London, 
who was part of the research 
team.

“It suggests that by one mil-
lion years ago, our ancestors 
had already split into distinct 
groups, pointing to a much 
earlier and more complex hu-
man evolutionary split than 
previously believed,” he added.

If the findings are correct, 
it suggests there could have 
been much earlier members of 
other early hominins, includ-
ing Neanderthals and Homo 
sapiens, the study says.

The reconstructed 
skull, Yunxian 2, shows 

features similar to 
Homo erectus but 

its apparently larger 
brain capacity is 

closer to the recently 
discovered Homo longi 

and our own Homo 
sapiens
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Ukraine built an 
acoustic drone-

detection system in 
weeks at the start of 
Russia’s invasion — a 

model EU leaders 
now want to replicate 
quickly across Europe

KNOW WHAT

The prosecutor who 
brought the case was 

a former personal law-
yer to Trump with no 
prior experience as a 

prosecutor, appointed 
just days before the 

indictment
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William the 
Conqueror’s troops set 
sail from Normandy to 
conquer England

Earthquake in the Gulf 
of Chihli (Bohai Sea) 
near China reportedly 
kills 100,000 people

French scholar Jean-François 
Champollion announces he has 
deciphered Egyptian hieroglyphs 
using the Rosetta Stone

Henry Ford’s first Ford 
Model T automobile 
leaves the Piquette Plant 
in Detroit, Michigan
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The world faces a cru-
cial choice: Do we 

want a rules-based inter-
national order, based on 
multilateralism and the 
UN Charter? Or a chaotic 
world based on unilater-
alism, violence, and dis-
ruption? The EU knows 
where it stands. #UNGA80

@eucopresident

During the #UNGA, we 
renewed our strate-

gic partnership agreement 
with the Government of 
Luxembourg. Luxem-
bourg’s predictable and 
flexible support has de-
livered impressive results 
for children globally. To-
gether, we reaffirm our 
shared mission for every 
child, everywhere.

@unicefchief

Amid conflict, climate 
change & stalling de-

velopment the #G20 has 
the power & responsibil-
ity to set the course to a 
safer, fairer future for all. 
At #UNGA I asked G20 for-
eign ministers to work to-
gether to make peace the 
surest path to sustainable 
economic development.

@antonioguterres

I know you’re worried 
about the level of illegal 

migration into this coun-
try. Digital ID is another 
measure to make it tough-
er to work illegally here, 
making our borders more 
secure. Ours is a fairer 
Britain, built on change, 
not division.

@Keir_Starmer

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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400,000 evacuated, 3 dead as fresh storm batters Philippines
AFP | Manila

The Philippines evacuated 
hundreds of thousands of 

people and confirmed at least 
three deaths yesterday as it faced 
yet another tropical storm, days 
after it was battered by deadly 
Super Typhoon Ragasa.

Civil defence officials in the 
Bicol region in the south of Lu-
zon island said three people were 
killed when walls collapsed and 
trees were uprooted by Severe 
Tropical Storm Bualoi, which 
is sweeping west by northwest 
at sustained speeds of 110 kilo-
metres (70 miles) per hour.

Evacuees in one province took 

cover under pews as the roof of 
a church where they were shel-
tering was ripped apart by the 
storm.

Jerome Martinez, a munic-
ipal engineer in southern Lu-
zon’s Masbate province, told 
AFP that the wind destroyed the 
door, windows and ceiling of the 
church at around 4:00 am.

“That’s one of the strongest 
winds I’ve ever experienced,” 
Martinez said, adding some chil-
dren had suffered minor injuries 
requiring stitches.

“I think more people will have 
to evacuate still because many 
houses were destroyed and many 
roofs were blown away. They 

are now blocking the streets and 
roads,” he said.

Government officials also 
raised the death toll from Super 
Typhoon Ragasa, which swept 
across the northern Philippines 
this week on its way to China, 
to 14, with thousands still dis-
placed.

Ragasa also killed at least 14 
people in Taiwan, and left 22 
missing, after its torrential rains 
caused a barrier lake to burst.

Philippine civil defence official 
Bernardo Alejandro told a news 
briefing that 400,000 people 
had been evacuated nationwide 
in the face of the new tropical 
storm.

US President Donald Trump waves as he makes his way to board Air Force One

A grab shows people walking past a building with ripped off roof at the height of 
Severe Tropical Storm (STS) Bualoi near a church in Masbate City, Bicol region, 
south of Manila

Azerbaijan’s Triumph: From Remembrance 
to Reconstruction and Peace

SHAHIN ABDULLAYEV

A soldier of the German armed forces Bundeswehr demonstrates the use of a 
handheld HP 47 drone jammer


