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HISTORY
Greco-Persian Wars: Battle of 
Mycale is won by Greek forc-
es over Persian naval troops 
on the Ionian coast

Krakatoa volcano, located west of 
Java in Indonesia, erupts with a 

force of 200 megatons of TNT, kill-
ing approximately 36,000 people

Kellogg-Briand Pact, 60 na-
tions agree to condemn the “re-
course to war for the solution 
of international controversies”

US Senator Barack Obama becomes the 
first African American to be nominated by 
a major political party for President of the 

United States, by the Democratic Party
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 I extend my congratula-
tions to Syria for the de-

cisive step taken yesterday 
in the process of peacefully 
integrating the Syrian Dem-
ocratic Forces (SDF) into the 
Syrian State. I salute the 
commitment of President 
al-Charaa and the sense 
of responsibility shown by 
Mazloum Abdi and the SDF 
in this regard.

@EmmanuelMacron

Thank you, Your Maj-
esty Sultan Haitham 

bin Tarik Al Said, for 
your congratulations on 
Ukraine’s Independence 
Day. I appreciate your 
wishes on this important 
milestone – 35 years since 
our independence was re-
stored. We value our dia-
logue with the Sultanate 
of Oman and look forward 
to further developing our 
bilateral relations.

@ZelenskyyUa

Congratulations #Mo-
zambique for reach-

ing a major milestone in 
strengthening the regu-
lation of medicines and 
imported vaccines.

@DrTedros

On this day 15 years 
ago,  the horrific 

terrorist attack on the 
United Nations House in 
Abuja claimed the lives 
of 23 people, including 
11 @UN  colleagues, and 
left many more injured. 
Today & every day, we 
remember the fallen & 
their families, and the 
survivors — and contin-
ue to carry their legacy 
in our hearts & our work.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)

02

‘Master of Escapes’ caught in 
Spain after 4th prison break
AFP | Madrid, Spain

Spanish police have arrested 
a fugitive dubbed the “Mas-

ter of Escapes” after he broke 
out of prison four times, most 
recently from a maximum-se-
curity facility in Italy, author-
ities said yesterday.

The man, wanted by Ita-
ly under a European arrest 
warrant, escaped from the jail 
there in December by saw-
ing through window bars and 
lowering himself with knotted 
bedsheets, Spain’s National 
Police said in a statement.

Police said he had previ-
ously escaped from prisons in 
Terni and Parma in Italy and 
from a Belgian prison, where 
he used a human pyramid to 
scale the walls.

“It sounds like something 
out of a film, but sometimes 
reality is stranger than fiction,” 
police said in the statement.

The man was arrested in the 
northeastern Spanish city of 
Tarragona after police tracked 
him to a neighbourhood where 
he was believed to be living.

Authorities said he resisted 
arrest and that several people 
accompanying him tried to 
intervene, with one allegedly 

injuring two officers.
Spanish police gave only 

the man’s initials, T.T., which 
correspond to those of Toma 
Taulant, an Albanian national 
known in Italian media as a 
“mago della fuga”, or “escape 
wizard”.

Taulant escaped from a 
maximum-security prison in 
Milan in December.

He was serving a prison sen-
tence due to expire in 2048 for 
a series of offences including 
violent robbery, theft and drug 
dealing, according to Italian 
media reports.

The fugitive was carrying 
false identification documents 
and two 500-euro ($582) notes 
suspected of being counterfeit, 
Spanish police said.

A judge ordered him to be 
held in provisional custody 
without bail pending extradi-
tion proceedings to Italy.

Prince Harry and family arrive 
back in Britain: UK media
AFP | London, United Kingdom

Prince Harry,  his  wife 
Meghan and their two chil-

dren landed Wednesday in Brit-
ain, UK media reported, after 
the shock news emerged last 
week they would be relocating 
from the United States.

The couple -- who quit Brit-
ain for California six years ago 
amid a royal feud -- landed in a 
private jet at Birmingham Air-
port in central England, The 
Telegraph newspaper and other 
media said.

Their spokesman declined to 
confirm the arrival, telling the 
BBC “this is not something we 
would comment on”.

The Telegraph reported that 
the couple plan to stay for “an 
extended period”, living in 
a home in the Cotswolds re-
gion, in central England, hav-
ing enrolled their children at a  
school for the coming academic 
year.

With questions swirling 
around whether the stay is 
permanent, reports have noted 
the couple intend to keep their 
existing homes in California 
and Portugal.

Their two children -- Archie, 
seven, and Lilibet, five -- have 
already been signed up to start 
at a private school in early Sep-
tember, according to UK media 

outlets.
The school is “in or close to” 

the Cotswolds, according to the 
Daily Mail.

Reconciliation?
Harry, 41, and Meghan, 45 

-- whose formal titles are the 
duke and duchess of Sussex -- 
swapped Britain for the United 
States amid a bitter falling-out 
with his family, which only 
worsened as Harry published 
his tell-all memoir “Spare”.

A no-holds-barred interview 
with US talk show hostess Op-
rah Winfrey also deepened the 
rift.

The prince appeared to have 

mended relations with his 
cancer-battling father, King 
Charles III, during more recent 
UK visits, but Harry reported-
ly remains estranged from his 
brother, heir-to-the-throne 
Prince William and wife Cath-
erine.

Harry and Meghan met the 
king in July, during a brief Brit-
ish visit -- the first time in four 
years the couple’s children had 
met their grandfather.

But they did not meet Wil-
liam and Kate, and whether the 
feuding siblings will reconcile 
has been among the many ques-
tions thrown up by their return

Britain’s Prince Harry, Duke of Sussex and Britain’s Meghan, Duchess of Sussex 
return in a horse-drawn carriage after attending the Queen’s Birthday Parade, 
‘Trooping the Colour’ on Horseguards parade in Londo

China tells citizens to leave Taiwan-allied Eswatini
AFP | Beijing, China

China has told its citizens to 
immediately leave Eswati-

ni, citing security risks in the 
African nation that is one of 
Taiwan’s few remaining diplo-
matic allies.

China claims Taiwan is part 
of its territory and opposes the 
self-governed island’s attempts 

at international exchange.
Taiwan’s president Lai Ching-

te travelled to Eswatini in May, 
with Taipei accusing Beijing 
of trying to derail the trip by 
pressuring nearby countries to 
revoke overflight permits.

The consular affairs depart-
ment of China’s foreign minis-
try said on Tuesday that “Chi-
nese nationals and institutions 

already in the country should 
evacuate as soon as possible or 
relocate to relatively safer areas 
such as South Africa”.

The ministry cited “rampant 
cyber fraud and online gambling 
criminal activities” as among 
the ongoing security concerns.

“Those who insist on trav-
elling to or remaining in the 
area will face extremely high 

security risks, and the timeli-
ness of receiving consular as-
sistance may be affected,” the 
department said in a statement 
shared to social media platform  
WeChat.

The Eswatini government 
on Wednesday said the claim 
of a security risk in the small 
country was “unsupported” and 
“regrettable”.

British royals pay tribute to country queen Dolly Parton
AFP | London, United Kingdom

From a log cabin to Bucking-
ham Palace: Dolly Parton’s 

influence reached far and wide, 
with the British royal family 
sharing a special musical tribute 
Wednesday to the US country 
legend.

“Remembering the late, great 
Dolly, who brought joy, comfort 
and inspiration to so many -- in-
cluding the millions of children 
given free books through her 
Imagination Library,” the royal 
family posted on its official X 

account.
“We will always love you,” it 

said, using a heart emoji.
The post included a video of 

the Buckingham Palace ceremo-
nial band -- its members wearing 
their trademark red coats and 
bearskin hats -- playing Parton’s 
working woman anthem “9-to-5” 
while standing in formation.

Fans around the world are 
grieving Parton, the cultural icon 
who died Tuesday at the age of 
80, who penned global smash 
hits like “Jolene” and “I Will Al-
ways Love You.”

Flowers and notes are left outside Dolly Parton’s studio on Elmwood Street in 
Nashville, Tennessee

Nepal-Tibet Floods Leave 
Hundreds Missing

• Some 403 tourists 
-- 341 of them foreigners 
-- were unaccounted 
for several hours after 
the disaster struck

• Images shared by 
Nepali police showed 
floodwater surging 
through a river, sweeping 
away houses in its path

AFP | Nuwakot, Nepal

A massive flood and land-
slide disaster unleashed 
on the Nepal-Tibet bor-

der killed nearly 100 yesterday  
and left several hundred people 
missing, many of whom are for-
eign tourists.

Surveillance footage verified 
by AFP shows dozens of people 
running away as a stories-tall 
surge of debris slams into the 
Chinese side of a border area, 
tossing lorries and buses aside 
as it strikes.

Chinese state media reported 
“major casualties” from a mud-
slide at a Tibet border hub, re-
porting three dead and another 
265 people missing.

Nepal’s Prime Minister Balen-
dra Shah vowed a maximum re-
sponse, writing on social media: 
“The pain and loss you have suf-
fered is not small. But I want to 
assure you that you are not alone 
in this difficult time -- the state is 
with you with all its means and 
resources.”

Police in Nepal reported the 
death toll hit at least 98, with 
rescuers wading through mud 
and sludge to look for survivors 

in a flood that buried lower floors 
of multi-story buildings.

Some 403 tourists -- 341 of 
them foreigners -- were unac-

counted for several hours after 
the disaster struck, according to 
the ministry of culture tourism 
and civil aviation.

Nepal’s tourism board said 
Americans, Indians, Malaysians, 
Britons and an Australian were 
among those unaccounted for, as 
well as 62 Nepali travellers.

Locals were left traumatised 
by the calamity, while experts 
cautioned that a lingering block-
age in a river could produce an 
additional disastrous flood.

“I got a call from (my brother-
in-law) this morning, and they 
were crying and said their en-
tire house had been swept away. 
Three family members were 
rescued, but his brother is still 
missing,” said 56-year-old local 
Raju Bhadel.

Houses lie partially submerged in muddy water along a riverside after flash floods at Trishuli Bazar in Nepal’s Nuwakot 
district

Images shared by Nepali police showed floodwater surging through a river, 
sweeping away houses in its path

India plans first tokenised bond 
issue in September, sources say
Reuters | Mumbai

India will launch tokenised 
co rpora te  bonds  next 

month, as it tests the use of 
blockchain technology to ena-
ble instant settlement of bond 
transactions, three sources 
with direct knowledge of the 
matter said on Monday.

The notes, to be issued  for 
the first time by state-owned 
power financier REC (RECM.
NS), would place India along-
side markets such as Europe 
and Hong Kong in using the 
technology for issuance and 
settlement.

Tokenised bonds are se-
curities whose ownership, 
issuance, trading and settle-
ment are recorded digitally 
on a blockchain or distributed 
ledger, allowing transactions 
to be completed almost in-
stantly.

India's markets regulator 
and central bank are work-
ing together on pushing the 
technology, according to the 
sources, who spoke on the 
condition of anonymity as the 
discussions are ongoing and 
confidential.

REC will issue tokenised 
bonds worth less than 5 bil-
lion rupees ($57 million) in 
the offering, the sources said.

The offering is expected to 
be unveiled at an annual fi-
nancial technology event in 
Mumbai next month, one of 
the sources said.

India's central bank digital 
currency will be used to buy 
the tokenised bonds, one of the 
sources said.

Details about the issuer, 
timeline and framework have 
not been reported previously.

"The offering would be 
made available to only a select 
group of  investors at the pilot 
stage," one of the sources said.

Reuters could not ascertain 
the names of the investors.

The central bank, markets 
regulator and REC did not re-
spond to emails seeking com-
ment.

NEW BOND FRAMEWORK
To tap the bonds, investors 

will need to access two digital 
accounts: a wholesale digital 
currency wallet provided by 
a bank, and a new electronic 
securities wallet, the sources 
said.

Indian depositories are de-
veloping an e-wallet, a first 
of its kind, called DEMAT 2.0, 
which will record bond hold-
ings on a distributed ledger 
technology chain.

"Subsequent trades can take 
place only between partici-
pants that hold both compat-
ible CBDC and securities wal-
lets," one of the sources said.

The bonds will have an in-
itial three-month lock-in and 
exchanges are expected to 
develop a secondary market 
for the tokenised bonds by 
December, one of the sources 
said.

The securities will not be 
traded on the conventional 
electronic book provider plat-
form, the sources said.

Depositories NSDL and CDSL 
did not immediately respond 
to Reuters queries.

US Capitol Police arrest man 
with guillotine in pickup truck
AFP | Washington, United 
States

A 35-year-old man with a 
full-scale guillotine in the 

bed of his pickup truck has 
been arrested in Washington, 
police said.

Philan-Tam-Duy Le was tak-
en into custody on Tuesday 
and charged with “carrying 
a dangerous weapon,” the US 
Capitol Police said in a state-
ment.

Le’s pickup truck was ille-
gally parked on a street near 
the US Supreme Court building 
and the US Capitol at the time 
of his arrest.

Police said they seized the 
guillotine. Le is from Julian, 
California, and drove to the 
nation’s capital, police said.

“Investigators are going 
through the suspect’s back-
ground to learn more about 
why he came to Washington,” 
they said.

‘Black smoke’ 
chokes Pakistan 

maternity ward as 
hospital fire kills 14 

infants

A fire erupted in a hospi-
tal maternity ward in 

Islamabad on Wednesday 
killing 14 infants, Pakistani 
authorities said, blaming a 
faulty air conditioner for the 
blaze.

The dawn fire broke out on 
the third floor of the Mother 
and Child Health Ward at 
the capital’s premier public 
hospital Pakistan Institute of 
Medical Sciences (PIMS), the 
Islamabad district office said 
in a statement.

The statement gave a 
death toll of 14, all of whom 
were infants, according to 
Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif. Nineteen people, 
including seven children, 
were rescued, Deputy Inte-
rior Minister Talal Chaudhry  
said.

Health Minister Mustafa 
Kamal told reporters outside 
the hospital that CCTV foot-
age showed a “spark from the 
air conditioner fell, and the 
fire spread within a minute”.

He said 26 fire extinguish-
ers were used to try to ex-
tinguish the flames but that 
there were no water sprin-
klers in the ward.

Witnesses described cha-
otic and harrowing scenes, 
including intense smoke and 
broken glass, a slow response 
from emergency services and 
guards reportedly prevent-
ing people from leaving the 
building.

Khurram Mehmood, 40, 
told AFP he lost his three-
day-old daughter in the blaze 

and that rescuers took hours 
to arrive.

“My wife was in the ward. 
They took everyone out. We 
were sitting on the road wait-
ing for help,” he said.

The door to the neona-
tal intensive care unit was 
locked, according to Jaweria, 
a woman who said she also 
lost her infant.

“I do not believe this. Give 
me my child back... Why did 
the doctors leave the chil-
dren there?”

Witness Abdul Ghafoor 
told AFP that he went into 
the hospital to save patients 
but could not reach the ma-
ternity ward.

“The fire spread very 
quickly. There were babies 
as young as one day old,” he 
said.

“There was thick black 
smoke inside and patients 
were trapped... Rescue teams 
arrived after almost two 
hours (after the fire started).”

Another witness, who did 
not give her name, said hos-
pital security “were not let-
ting them out and the guards 
were stopping them”.

“People had to break the 
door down and rescue teams 
had to break the windows to 
control the fire,” she added.

The Islamabad chief com-
missioner, Sohail Ashraf, said 
the emergency call was made 
just before 7:00 am (0200 
GMT), and emergency re-
sponders reached the scene 
“immediately” and brought 
the fire under control.

A man carries the body of a newborn child who died following a fire at 
the Mother and Child Health (MCH) ward of the Pakistan Institute of 
Medical Sciences (PIMS) Hospital, during a funeral in Rawalpindi on 
August 26, 2026.


