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Bahrain-US deep-rooted ties hailed
HM the King receives US Secretary of State in presence of HRH the Crown Prince, National Security Advisor

• Means of developing 
bilateral cooperation in 
various fields discussed

• Intensifying 
efforts stressed to 
end Palestinian-
Israeli conflict

• US role praised in 
confronting Iranian 
interference in 
regional affairs

TDT | Manama

His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa af-
firmed Bahrain’s pride 

in its deep-rooted historical re-
lations and close partnership 
with the US that reflect a long 
history of mutual understand-
ing, cooperation and coordi-
nation, in a way that enhances 
shared interests at all levels.

HM the King stressed Bah-
rain’s pride as he received yes-
terday at Sakhir Palace US Sec-

retary of State Mike Pompeo, in 
the presence of His Royal High-
ness Prince Salman bin Hamad 
Al Khalifa, Crown Prince, Dep-
uty Supreme Commander and 
First Deputy Prime Minister, 
and National Security Advisor 
and Supreme Council for Youth 
and Sports president His High-
ness Shaikh Nasser bin Hamad 
Al Khalifa.

Pompeo is currently on a tour 

to several countries in the re-
gion.

HM King Hamad welcomed 
the secretary and reviewed 
with him bilateral relations and 
the means of developing and 
boosting them and enhancing 
the frameworks for bilateral 
cooperation and joint action, 
especially in political, economic 
and other fields.

HM the King stressed Bah-

rain’s constant keenness to 
strengthen its strategic partner-
ship and its aspiration to consol-
idate coordination and coopera-
tion with the US to achieve mu-
tual benefits for the two friendly 
countries and peoples.

The meeting discussed the lat-
est developments in the region 
and the initiatives and efforts 
to achieve stability and peace as 
well as regional and internation-

al developments. The two sides 
exchanged views on issues of 
common interest.

In this regard, HM the King 
stressed the importance of in-
tensifying efforts to end the Pal-
estinian-Israeli conflict accord-
ing to the two-state solution that 
achieves just and comprehen-
sive peace, which leads to the 
establishment of an independ-
ent and sovereign Palestinian 
state with East Jerusalem as its 
capital, in accordance with legal 
international resolutions and 
the Arab Peace Initiative.

HM King Hamad lauded the 
pivotal role of the US adminis-
tration and its tireless efforts 
to advance the peace process, 
establish security and stabili-
ty in the Middle East, confront 
Iranian interference in the re-
gion’s affairs, and promote in-
ternational peace. HM the King 
affirmed Bahrain’s support for 
these efforts and endeavours.

Pompeo expressed his grati-
tude to HM King Hamad for the 
gracious welcome and stressed 
the depth of the distinguished 
historical friendship and coop-
eration between the two coun-
tries.

HM the King, HRH the Crown Prince and Pompeo during their meeting yesterday

Zero COVID-19 
deaths
TDT | Manama

There were zero deaths 
from the coronavirus 

(COVID-19) in Bahrain yes-
terday, while 317 new cases 
were reported by the Minis-
try of Health along with 376 
additional recoveries.

Out of 9,398 COVID-19 
tests conducted yesterday, 
the new cases included 116 
expatriate workers and 201 
contacts of active cases. The 
new recoveries brought the 
Kingdom’s overall number 
of discharged to 47,049. Ac-
tive cases reduced to 3,158, 
while Bahrain’s total tests 
conducted increased to 
1,067,907.

Four injured in 
balcony collapse
TDT | Manama

Four Asians were injured 
and taken to hospital 

while two vehicles were 
damaged after a balcony 
collapsed in a building in 
East Riffa last night, the 
Ministry of Interior said.
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HRH the Crown 
Prince meets US 

Secretary of State
TDT | Manama

His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa, Crown Prince, 

Deputy Supreme Commander 
and First Deputy Prime Minis-
ter, met yesterday with US Sec-
retary of State Mike Pompeo at 
Sakhir Palace.

HRH the Crown Prince high-
lighted the depth of the historic 
relations between Bahrain and 
the US, which are based on stra-
tegic cooperation, strong part-
nerships, and continuous coordi-
nation at all levels, delivering the 
shared interest of both countries 
and their peoples.

HRH the Crown Prince wel-
comed Pompeo’s visit, during 
which both reviewed the bilater-
al relationship and examined op-
portunities to further strengthen 
it. HRH the Crown Prince under-

scored the Kingdom’s commit-
ment to continuing the advance-
ment of Bahrain-US strategic ties.

During the meeting, ongoing 
efforts towards achieving stabil-
ity and peace in the region were 
examined, in addition to discus-
sions on regional and interna-
tional developments, as well as 
issues of common concern.

HRH the Crown Prince wel-
comed steps made by the US to 
reach an agreement between 
the UAE and Israel to stop the 
annexation of Palestinian lands. 
HRH the Crown Prince noted 
the importance of re-doubling 
efforts to realise a just solution 
which utilises peace as a strategic 
option to end the Palestinian-Is-

raeli conflict.
HRH the Crown Prince noted 

the importance of the interna-
tional community’s solidarity 
in combatting terrorism and 
support towards efforts aimed 
at tackling the promotion and 
financing of terrorist groups and 
eradicating them at their source.

In this regard, HRH stressed 
the need to adhere to good neigh-
bourly relations and mutual re-
spect for the sovereignty and 
independence of states and to 
reject Iranian threats, including 
the launch of ballistic missiles on 
countries in the region.

HRH the Crown Prince pointed 
to the need to activate measures 
which rid the Middle East of nu-
clear weapons and weapons of 
mass destruction, whilst empha-
sising Bahrain’s support for the 
production, development and 
use of nuclear energy for peace-
ful purposes in accordance with 
international law.

For his part, the US Secretary 
of State expressed his thanks and 
appreciation to HRH the Crown 
Prince for his commitment to-
wards strengthening bilateral re-
lations, and noted the long-stand-
ing depth of strategic relations 

between the US and Bahrain.
His Majesty the King’s Charity 

Works and Youth Affairs rep-
resentative, National Security 
Advisor and Supreme Council 
for Youth and Sports chairman 
His Highness Shaikh Nasser bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Dr Abdullatif bin 
Rashid Al Zayani, Minister of 
Finance and National Economy 
Shaikh Salman bin Khalifa Al 
Khalifa, and US Special Repre-
sentative for Iran and Senior Pol-
icy Advisor to the US Secretary of 
State Brian Hook were also in 
attendance.

In his discussion with Pompeo, HRH the Crown Prince is seen wearing a McLaren F1 Team face mask, branded with Formula 
1’s #WeRaceAsOne initiative, aimed at tackling the biggest issues facing the sport and global communities, including the 
fight against COVID-19 and the condemnation of racism and inequality

Pompeo meets UAE counterpart

US Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo discussed the 

Libyan conflict and counter-
ing Iranian regional influence 
with his Emirati counterpart 
during a brief visit to the UAE 
yesterday.

Pompeo sought to build on 
the momentum of the UAE-Is-
rael agreement for regional 
peace, he said in a tweet after 

arriving in the UAE follow-
ing his Bahrain visit.Pompeo 
and UAE Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan spoke about sup-
port for “de-escalation and a 
lasting ceasefire in Libya, Gulf 
unity and countering Iran’s 
malign influence in the re-
gion”, the state department  
said.

Bahrain’s COVID-19 testing rate ‘among world’s highest’

• More than 2,300 
volunteers signed up 
so far for phase three 
vaccine trial, more 
urged to participate 
to meet 6,000 target

• No doubling 
of total cases has 
occurred during past 
25 days, while other 
coronavirus indicators 
have been steady

• Inactivated vaccine 
being used in Bahrain 
trial is most widely 
used type and safest 
method of vaccination

TDT | Manama

Bahrain’s “Trace, Test and 
Treat” strategy in its fight 

against the coronavirus (COV-
ID-19) has resulted in one of 
the highest testing rates in the 
world, a top health official said 
yesterday.

Ministry of Health under-
secretary Dr Waleed Khalifa Al 
Manea highlighted the signif-
icant milestone of conducting 
over one million COVID-19 PCR 
diagnostic tests in the King-
dom, explaining further that 
707 tests per 1,000 people have 
been done.

Dr Al Manea was speaking 

during the press conference of 
the National Taskforce for Com-
batting COVID-19, held yesterday 
at the Crown Prince Centre for 
Training and Medical Research 
at the Bahrain Defence Force 
Hospital.

He was joined by fellow-na-
tional taskforce member Sal-
maniya Medical Complex Infec-
tious and Internal Diseases con-
sultant Dr Jameela Al Salman, 
and Supreme Council of Health 
Public Hospital Autonomy pro-
ject manager Lt Col Dr Ahmed 
Mohammed Al Ansari.

Dr Al Manea noted that, 
alongside testing and treatment, 
the Health Ministry continues 
to welcome volunteers for the 
phase three clinical trials for a 
COVID-19 inactivated vaccine, 
in collaboration with UAE-based 
artificial intelligence company 
G42 Healthcare.

Dr  Al Manea urged those who 
are interested to participate to 
come forward and register. He 
said that more than 2,300 vol-
unteers have signed up so far, 
but more are needed as soon as 
possible to be able to reach the 
target of 6,000 volunteers and 
achieve the trials’ goals within 
the set timeframe.

He noted that the largest 
number of participants so far 
are adults aged between 18 and 
40, while there are also a few 
who are above 60.

Turning to patient outcome, 
Dr Al Manea explained that the 
recovery rate in Bahrain is cur-
rently at 93.2 per cent, with a 
0.4 per cent death rate. Isola-

tion centre capacity stands at 
19.5 per cent, with 1,589 out of 
8,158 beds occupied, and 1,383 
asymptomatic cases are under 
optional home self-isolation af-
ter meeting the set criteria.

 Dr Al Manea reaffirmed 
that the national taskforce is 
diligently monitoring data on 
health systems and COVID-19 
policy responses to ensure their 
effectiveness, and asked citizens 
and residents to comply with 
precautionary measures during 
Ashura to limit the spread of 
the virus. 

Indicators
Meanwhile, Dr Al Ansari 

reviewed COVID-19 indicators 
in the Kingdom. He said the 
doubling time—the time that 
it takes for twice as many peo-
ple to become infected with the 
virus—for total cases stood at 
42 days until July 31, with no 
doubling occurring during the 
past 25 days. 

The doubling time between 
Bahrainis stood at 25 days on 
July 8, with no doubling occur-
ring during the past 48 days; 
while the doubling time be-
tween expatriates stood at 34 
days on July 4, with no doubling 
occurring also during the past 
48 days.

 The ratio of new to recovered 
cases stood at 0.7 and 1.6 in the 
period between August 10 and 
24, in comparison to 0.5 and 1.6 
between July 26 and August 9.

The average percentage of 
positive tests in the period be-
tween August 10 to 24 ranged 

between 3.0 per cent and 4.4 per 
cent, compared to 3.5 per cent 
to 5.2 per cent for the period 
between July 26 and August 9.

The basic reproductive ratio 
from August 10 to 24 was be-
tween 1.5 and 1.9, compared to 
1.4 and 1.8 between July 26 and 
August 9. A ratio of one is nec-
essary in order for Bahrain to 
successfully overcome all COV-
ID-19 challenges.

Also during yesterday’s con-
ference, Dr Al Salman spoke 
about Bahrain’s phase three 
clinical trials, and explained the 
different types of vaccines.

These include mRNA vaccines, 
which is a new technology that 
is not widely used that works by 
developing nucleic acids that are 
genetically engineered in labora-
tories to stimulate cells to form 
proteins similar to those from 
COVID-19, in order to generate an 
immune response.

There are also live attenuated 
(LAV) vaccines, which use an 
attenuated form of the virus to 
create a strong and long-lasting 
immune response. 

The third type is the inacti-
vated vaccine, which is the one 
being trialled in Bahrain, which 
uses a method that relies on a 
killed version of the virus. It is 
the most widely used and safest 
method of vaccination.

 Dr Al Salman stressed that the 
vaccination process starts with a 
medical screening to determine 
eligibility. Eligible candidates 
will then receive two doses, 
three weeks apart, and will be 
closely monitored throughout.

Speaking at yesterday’s conference were, from left, Dr Al Ansari, Dr Al Manea and Dr Al Salman

Mosques in Bahrain to re-open gradually
TDT | Manama

The Ministry of Justice, 
Islamic Affairs and En-

dowments announced yes-
terday to gradually open 
mosques by allowing the per-
formance of the Fajr (dawn) 
prayers daily, starting from  
tomorrow.

Mosques all over Bahrain 
will be opened for men to per-

form Fajr prayers only, under 
the supervision of the relevant 
endowments directorate, and 
those that fail to meet organisa-
tional and health requirements 
will be closed.

The Friday prayer will re-
main suspended, except for 
the Ahmed Al Fateh Mosque, 
where it will be performed with 
the participation of a limited 
number.

The Justice Ministry outlined the necessary health precautionary 
measures to be followed for the gradual reopening of mosques 
and resumption of collective worship, as follows:

•  Preventing gatherings and crowding at the gates of 
mosques during the entry and exit process, while leaving a 
distance of not less than two metres between each person

• Opening mosques 10 minutes before the prayers, and 
closing them 10 minutes after their end, and ensuring 
that the worshippers leave mosques after they finish the 
prayers in a gradual and orderly manner without any 
delay or crowding

• Prohibiting worshippers from staying in mosques after 
prayers and advising them to perform Sunnahs at home

• Requesting people to perform prayers in the mosques 
closest to their homes

• Preventing the sick, women, and under-15 children from 
entering mosques, while urging the elderly to perform 
prayers at home

• People whose presence may cause harm to them or to 
others are strictly forbidden from entering mosques, and 
deterrent penalties will be inflicted on violators

• People will have to perform ablution (Wudu) before go-
ing to the mosque as ablution places, bathrooms, toilets, 
refrigerators and water taps will be closed

• Worshippers shall bring their personal prayer rugs with 
them, and not leave them at mosques after prayers

• Wearing face masks and sanitasation are mandatory for 
worshippers

• Measuring the temperature of the worshippers before 
entering the mosque to make sure that they show no 
symptoms

• Keeping mosques’ doors wide open before and after 
prayer to facilitate entry and exit, so that no one touches 
them, in addition to making sure that the handles are 
disinfected after each prayer continuously

• Removing all Holy Quran books, and requesting people 
to read the Quran from their own Quran books or mobile 
phones

• Ensuring physical distancing between worshippers from 
all directions

• Sterilisation of chairs at mosques, and making sure that 
only the right number is used

• Hand-shaking will be forbidden
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BDF chief receives Pakistani military delegation
TDT | Manama

Bahrain Defence Force (BDF) 
Commander-in-Chief Field 

Marshal Shaikh Khalifa bin 
Ahmed Al Khalifa received a 
Pakistan Armed Forces military 
delegation, headed by Brigadier 
General Tawfiq Ahmed.

Defence Affairs Minister 
Lieutenant-General Abdul-
lah bin Hassan Al Nuaimi and 
Chief-of-Staff Lieutenant-Gen-
eral Theyab bin Saqer Al Nuaimi 
were also present.

The commander-in-chief 
praised the historical relations 
between Bahrain and Pakistan, 
noting the existing cooperation 
in various sectors, including the 
exchange of experiences and 
cooperation in the military field. The BDF chief with Brigadier General Ahmed

Drug-traffickers get jail terms
Two Gulf nationals sentenced to life imprisonment, issued BD10,000 fines for 
peddling through King Fahd Causeway

• Other gang members 
get three years’ jail and 
fined BD1,000 each for 
drug abuse, possession

TDT | Manama

The Fourth High Crimi-
nal Court yesterday sen-
tenced two Gulf nation-

als to life in prison and fined 
them BD10,000 each for traffick-
ing drugs through King Fahd 
Causeway.

The two men were part of a 
gang that also consisted of Bah-
raini defendants and is respon-
sible of trafficking, selling, and 
distributing hashish and mari-
juana in the Kingdom.

The court also sentenced 
both defendants to deportation, 
while the remaining gang mem-
bers were punished each with 
three years of imprisonment 
and fined BD1,000 for drugs 
abuse and possession.

The case was initially formed 
when the investigations of a 
lieutenant in the Anti-Narcotics 
Department at the Interior Min-
istry led to the first defendant, a 
Bahraini man, who was caught 
red-handed last year while sell-
ing BD300 worth of hashish to a 
secret police informant.

The first defendant cooperat-
ed with the police and led them 
to one of his Bahraini accom-
plices, after arranging a deal to 
buy a piece of hashish worth 
BD3,900.

An ambush was set up by the 
police to arrest the second de-
fendant, who attempted to es-
cape, but was eventually caught. 

The piece of hashish was found 
in his possession when the car 
was searched. 

According to court files, the 
second defendant, also a Bah-
raini man, was taken to the di-
rectorate’s building in Adliya 
for interrogation, and while he 
was there, he received a call on 
the Snapchat app from the third 
defendant, one of the two Gulf 
nationals sentenced to life. 

While on loudspeaker, the 
third defendant was heard by 
the lieutenant saying that he 
had received an order from 
the fourth defendant, the sec-
ond Gulf national, to deliver a 
kilogramme of hashish to the 

second defendant, who was in 
police custody.

A meeting was arranged and 
police surprised the third de-
fendant, who was waiting in his 
car for the second defendant to 
come and collect the quantity 
from him.

When asked, he denied any 
knowledge of a drug deal. 
However, a thorough inspec-
tion of his vehicle revealed that 
the drugs were professionally 
stashed in the air filters of the 
vehicle.

The man confessed in the in-
terrogation that he trafficked 
the piece through King Fahd 
Causeway, as per the instruc-
tions of the fourth defendant, in 
order to deliver to a dealer here 
(the second defendant).

Fu r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s 
showed that the fourth defend-
ant regularly provides the drugs 
and hands them over to the 
third defendant, who takes the 
responsibility of trafficking into 
Bahrain and delivering them to 
the second defendant here. 

DON’T MISS IT

One kilogramme of hashish 
was found to be profession-
ally stashed in the air filters 
of the Bahraini defendant’s 
vehicle during the drug bust

Police sword-attacker 
gets three-year jail term
TDT | Manama

A Bahraini man, who as-
saulted a policeman using 

a sword while resisting arrest, 
was sentenced by the First 
Criminal Court this week to 
three years behind bars.

The details of the case show 
that the defendant, who is in 
his 20s, was wanted for his 
involvement in a couple of se-
curity cases.

Police received a tip that he 
was hiding in an apartment in 
East Eker village in the Capital 
Governorate.

On January 9 earlier this 
year, a police force raided the 
flat, where they faced strong 

resistance from the defendant, 
who used a sword to attack 
them.

One of the policemen sus-
tained several injuries as a re-
sult of the attack. However, 
the man was controlled, hand-
cuffed, and taken into custody.

The man was later referred 
to the Public Prosecution, 
where he was interrogated 
and accused of assaulting an 
on-duty policeman and caus-
ing the injuries mentioned in 
the medical report, as well 
as possessing a weapon, the 
sword, without permission 
from authorities in the Interi-
or Ministry.

Three jailed in work 
permits forgery case
TDT | Manama

The First High Criminal 
Court this week sentenced 

three Bahrainis, including two 
sailors, to one year in jail each 
for their involvement in a case 
of forgery.

The three defendants were 
found guilty of counterfeiting 
official documents and sub-
mitting them to the Labour 
Market Regulatory Author-
ity (LMRA), in order to issue 
additional work permits for 
expatriate fishermen.

The first defendant was 
caught in 2017 when an em-
ployee at the Agriculture and 
Marine Resources Affairs at 
the Ministry of Works, Mu-
nicipalities Affairs and Urban 
Planning discovered that the 
defendant had forged his (the 
ministry’s employee) signature 
in an application form and sub-
mitted it to the LMRA.

The matter came to light 
when the LMRA cross-checked 

a copy of a work permit issu-
ance application with the min-
istry’s employee. The applica-
tion was reportedly submitted 
by the defendant, who was 
applying for the issuance of 
three work permits for foreign 
fishermen.

The second and third de-
fendants were detected while 
submitting similar applications 
to the LMRA to issue three fish-
ermen work permits.

The employee at the Agri-
culture and Marine Resourc-
es Affairs notified the Public 
Prosecution, which launched 
a probe into the matter and 
heard the statements of all the 
individuals involved in the 
case, including the LMRA offi-
cials. The prosecution charged 
the defendants with forging 
official documents that are at-
tributed to the the Agriculture 
and Marine Resources Affairs 
and entering false information 
into the electronic system of an 
official body, the LMRA.

Southern Governor receives civil defence official
TDT | Manama

Southern Governor His High-
ness Shaikh Khalifa bin Ali 

bin Khalifa Al Khalifa received 
newly appointed Riffa Civil De-
fence Centre Chief Captain Mo-
hammed Khan.

He hailed the active role of 
outgoing Riffa Civil Defence 
Centre Chief Captain Walid Al 
Thawadi, stressing partnership 
in adopting security and social 
initiatives.

He wished Capt Khan success 
in his new duties, commending 
the role of servicemen in main-
taining community security and 
strengthening partnership. The Southern Governor with other officials during their meeting

Lanes closures on Saar, Jasra 
interchanges, Avenue 35 near Zinj

TDT | Manama

The Ministry of Works, Mu-
nicipalities Affairs and Ur-

ban Planning announced yes-
terday that maintenance work 
on expansion joints on Saar 
Interchange necessitate the 
closure of some lanes in stages.

They are as follows: In stage 
one, the closure will be of the 
slow lane for northbound traf-
fic going to Manama, with two 
lanes being provided for traffic 
movement tomorrow at mid-
night to 11.30pm; in stage two, 
the closure of the slow lane 
for southbound traffic going 
to Riffa, with two lanes being 
provided for traffic movement 
starting from Saturday at mid-
night to Tuesday at 5am.

The ministry also said that 
improvement work of Jasra 
Interchange necessitates the 
closure of some lanes in stages.

They are as follows: In stage 

one, the closure will be of the 
ramp between Isa Bin Salman 
Highway and Janabiyah High-
way for northbound traffic go-
ing to Budaiya and the closure 
of the ramp between Wali Al 
Ahed Highway and King Fa-
had Causeway starting from 
tonight at 11pm until tomor-
row at 11pm; in stage two, the 
closure will be of the fast lane 
on Al Jasra flyover, with one 
lane being provided for traf-
fic movement starting from 
tomorrow at 11pm to Sunday 
at 5am.

The ministry further an-
nounced yesterday that in-
stallation work of electrical 
cables on Avenue 35 near Zinj 
necessitates the closure of two 
lanes for southbound, with one 
lane being provided for traffic 
movement.

 The closure will be effective 
from tonight at 10pm to Mon-
day at 5am.

Bahraini trucks allowed to transit 
through causeway
TDT | Manama

Customs Affairs Land 
Ports  director  Mo -

hammed Hassan Al Isa 
announced yesterday that 
through cooperation with 
the Saudi General Customs 

Authority, it was decided to 
allow Bahraini trucks (tran-
sit) with products to drive 
through Saudi Arabia to 
their destination countries 
via King Fahd Causeway.

This was implemented 
starting yesterday.

Legal steps taken for illegal recruitment
TDT | Manama

Fifty-three workers, including 
four run-away maids, have 

been arrested after being illegally 
recruited, the Ministry of Interi-
or announced.

The ministry said that the 
Criminal Investigation and Fo-
rensic Science director-gen-
eral reported that, in cooper-

ation with the Labour Market 
Regulatory Authority, legal 
steps have been taken against 
29 organisations for supply-
ing domestic workers without 
 licences.

This has resulted in the appre-
hension of the 53 workers.

The director-general added 
that legal proceedings are being 
taken in the case.

An image provided by the ministry of the work to be done at Saar interchange
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Bahrain first Gulf country to host BPW International affiliate
TDT | Manama

The Bahrain International 
Federation of Business 
and Professional Women 

(BPW-Bahrain) congratulates 
BPW International for its 90th 
anniversary.

BPW International has become 
one of the most influential global 
networks of business, serving 
all society members and pro-
fessional women, and entrepre-
neurs in particular.

Founded in 1930, today it owns 
affiliates in over 95 countries in 
five continents around the globe, 
including the Bahraini affiliate 
represented by BPW-Bahrain, 
spearheaded by Shaikha Hind 
bint Salman Al Khalifa.

BPW International’s mission 
focuses on developing the busi-
ness, professional and leader-

ship potential of women on all 
levels through advocacy, edu-
cation, mentoring, networking, 
skill-building, and economic 

empowerment programmes and 
projects around the world.

On this occasion, Shaikha Hind 
stated: “BPW International has 

made tremendous strides that 
have been brought to fruition in 
the field of redefining feminine 
entrepreneurship, plus empow-

ering gender equality in all sec-
tors of commerce, productivity, 
and economic development.

“BPW-Bahrain is proud to cel-
ebrate with other BPW Interna-
tional affiliates this very special 
occasion, taking into considera-
tion Bahrain’s leading role host-
ing the first BPW affiliate in the 
Gulf, owing to the Kingdom’s 
mastery of women empower-
ment, establishing a strong base 
to economic incubators to ramp 
up entrepreneurs and paving the 
way for them to build up prom-
ising entities supporting the na-
tional economy.”

BPW-Bahrain was formed in 
December 2012 by a group of 
Bahraini women leaders, entre-
preneurs and business owners. 
Led by Shaikha Hind, who was 
elected BPW-Bahrain president, 
the initial board of directors con-

sisted of all the founding mem-
bers, including Shaikha Hind, 
first vice-president Nabeela Al 
Khayer, second vice-president 
Shaikha Mariam bint Hamad Al 
Khalifa, general secretary Khair-
iya Aldashti, deputy general sec-
retary Amina Janahi, finance 
controller Amaal  Alhayki, public 
relations committee chairman 
Zahraa Taher, economic and pro-
jects chairman Najah Alkhuder, 
Shohraa Al Shariff, Nadia Almul-
la and Nahla Almahmood. Two 
new members were added to the 
board, namely Shaikha Marwa 
bint Abdulrahman Al Khalifa and 
Laila Mohammed Janahi.

BPW-Bahrain owns 35 busi-
ness incubators, 18 incubators 
based in its new premises at Al 
Andalus Park in Gudaibiya, and 
17 incubators located at Al Frieh 
Dar Al Fonoon Gallery.

BPW-Bahrain board members, with Shaikha Hind, fifth from right

Commemorating Ashura guidelines
National taskforce stresses full compliance with specific rules to mitigate COVID-19 spread

TDT | Manama

The National Taskforce for 
Combatting the Corona-
virus (COVID-19) stressed 

the significance of full compli-
ance with precautionary meas-
ures to mitigate the spread of 
the disease and set specific rules 
during the commemoration of 
Ashura.

The medical taskforce made 
the decision based on its nation-
al commitment to protecting the 
health and safety of Bahrain and 
on the outcome of its meeting 
with the Jaafari Endowments.

The medical team also re-
ferred to the commitment of the 
community centres’ (maatam) 
leaders and officials to all pre-
ventive procedures and precau-
tionary measures, and to their 
suggestions regarding the com-
memoration of Ashura.

The decisions approved by the 
national taskforce stipulated: 
The attendees, while listening 
to the speaker, will sit on chairs 
placed outside the community 
centre and spaced two meters 
apart in both directions as per 
the area available.

Participants will not leave 
their places as they mark the 
commemoration.

If the Hussainite Commission, 
the community centre officials 
or organisers see the possibility 
to form a procession, it will be 
confined to the area adjacent to 

the centre. Participants have to 
be fully committed to the social 
distancing rule to ensure the 
health and safety of all people. 
All precautionary measures will 
be upheld under the supervision 
of the community centre com-
mittees.

The community centre’s lead-

ers and officials must ensure full 
commitment to the preventive 
measures and a committee must 
make sure that everyone is wear-
ing a face mask and complying 
with the social distancing rule, 
and that necessary disinfection 
operations are carried out reg-
ularly.

Children, the elderly and 
people with underlying medi-
cal conditions are not allowed 
to attend.

Sanitisers containing at least 
70 per cent alcohol should be 
available in different parts of the 
area and tissue papers should be 
provided.

Attendees must commit to 
commemorate Ashura in their 
areas and in their designated 
community centres, so that their 
movement does not contribute 
to the spread of infection. There 
is also a commitment to prevent 
the distribution of food and wa-
ter.

Precautionary 
measures welcomed

The precautionary meas-
ures set by the National 

Taskforce for Combatting 
the Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
during the commemoration 
of Ashura have been wel-
comed by Al Ajam Grand 
Community Centre (Matam 
Al Ajam Al Kabeer), noting 
that they reflect apprecia-
tion for the Ashura rituals 
and show keenness to per-
form them within a secure 
health atmosphere.

In a statement, Al Ajam 
Grand Community Centre 
chairman Mohammed Ab-
bas Biljeek urged full com-
mitment to the measures 
aimed at protecting public 
health and safety. He not-
ed that community centres’ 
leaders and officials must 
ensure full commitment to 
the preventive measures.

Community centres’ cooperation praised
TDT | Manama

Northern Governor Ali 
bin Al Shaikh Al Asfoor 

praised the cooperation of the 
Hussaini community centres 
in enforcing the precaution-
ary measures and adhering to 
the regulations put in place by 
authorities regarding Ashura 
season.

 This came during a visit 
paid by the Northern Gover-
nor, alongside officials from 
the governorate, to a number 
of community centres in the 
villages of Maqaba, Janabiyah, 
Bouri, Maqsha and Jad Al Hah, 
where he was informed about 
the centres’ commitment to 
health regulations put in place 
by the National Taskforce for 

Combatting the Coronavirus 
(COVID-19) and recommended 

by the Jaafari Endowments Di-
rectorate.

He revealed that the governo-
rate has drawn up mechanisms 
to ensure success of Ashura 
season and perform the rituals 
securely. He stressed the impor-
tance of coordination with re-
ligious institutions to facilitate 
celebrating religious occasions 
in the governorate.

The Northern Governor un-
derlined keenness to choose 
religious clerics who provide 
guidance and advice, thanking 
the community centres’ direc-
torates for their commitment to 
regulations to ensure the safety 
of all. 

The community centres’ of-
ficials affirmed the importance 
of awareness and social com-
mitment to applying the needed 
preemptive measures.

Officials during a visit to one of the community centres

Health centres’ Ashura holidays working 
hours announced
TDT | Manama

The Ministry of Health an-
nounced yesterday the 

working hours of the King-
dom’s health centres during 
the Ashura commemoration 
holidays.

Muharraq Northern Health 
Centre, Hamad Kanoo Health 
Centre in Riffa, and Youssef 

Engineer Health Centre in Isa 
Town will deliver round-the-
clock services.

The Mohammed Jassim Ka-
noo Health Centre in Hamad 
Town (Roundabout 17) will 
be open from 7am to 11pm 
throughout the week.

 Salmaniya Medical Complex 
(SMC)’s Accident and Emergen-
cy Department and its pharma-

cy will provide their services 
to the public around the clock, 
while the outpatient clinics will 
be closed during the Ashura 
holidays.

Visits to patients will be al-
lowed on Saturday, Monday and 
Wednesday only, in accordance 
with the circular regulating 
those visits during the corona-
virus (COVID-19) pandemic.

Council of Representatives to go hi-tech
TDT | Manama

The Council of Representa-
tives will be going hi-tech 

during the coming legislative 
session. Speaker Fawzia bint 
Abdulla Zainal said that the full 
digital switch would cover the 

council and general-secretariat.
“The next legislative session 

will be electronic par excel-
lence,” the Speaker said.

She added that modern tech-
nology would be optimised to 
submit parliamentary proposals 
and questions and get rid of 

paperwork.
The Speaker cited the key-

note speech of His Majesty 
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa 
at the opening of the previous 
legislative session, describing 
the royal address as a roadmap 
for parliamentary work.

NCC organises media and risk 
management webinar
TDT | Manama

The National Communi-
cation Centre (NCC) has 

organised a webinar on “Me-
dia and Risk Management”, 
presented by media expert Dr 
Lulwa Budalamah.

In her virtual presentation, 
Dr Budalamah discussed the 
role of communication depart-
ments in risk management, 
which is based on measuring 
and evaluating risks to develop 
the appropriate strategies in 
dealing with them.

 She highlighted the impor-
tance of communication de-
partments’ awareness of risks 
and crises, stressing the need 
to identify and evaluate them, 
develop plans for their man-

agement, and measure their 
performance in order to devel-
op them in the future.

 She also emphasised the 

need to devise media scenarios 
for all potential risks.

The participants from the 
Government Communication 
Network interacted with the 
symposium’s themes, discussed 
them, and commended the ef-
forts made by the NCC to organ-
ise forums that contribute to 
developing government media 
work and strengthen the com-
munication network among all 
official bodies 

The webinar was one in a 
series of knowledge seminars 
and workshops launched by the 
NCC since June, in line with its 
strategic objectives of unifying 
government media discourse, 
and strengthening the commu-
nication system in an effective 
and sustainable manner.

Dr Budalamah during the webinar



0.5pc
Spot gold rose 0.5 per cent 

to $1,938.08 per ounce 
by 10:47 am EDT (1447 

GMT), after declining 1pc
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Zoho offers 
BackToWork 
system for free
The offer is valid until the end of 2020

TDT | Manama 

Zoho Corporation, a busi-
ness software applications 

provider, announced offering 
its BackToWork solution free 
for the remainder of 2020 to 
help businesses and organisa-
tion a safe transition back into 
the workplace amid coronavi-
rus (COVID-19) outbreak. 

BackToWork, powered by 
Zoho Creator, is also the latest 
programme to be introduced 
as part of the company’s on-
going relief efforts, which sup-
ports the Arabic language, and 
right to left orientation.

“Now that businesses are 
re-opening, we want to help 
them, this time through Back-
ToWork, an application ena-
bling companies to maintain 
end-to-end workplace safety,” 
said Hyther Nizam, President 
MEA, Zoho Corp.

Safety
Zoho Corp. said the system 

supports Chief Operations Of-
ficers, Chief Human Resources 
Officers, Facility Heads and 
their teams in making critical 
decisions without compromis-
ing on the safety and compli-
ance aspects. Explaining, Zoho 
said the application consists 
of six modules, all within one 
secure, easy-to-navigate solu-
tion that features safe entry, 
in which businesses can define 
multiple buildings and loca-
tions in the app, and control 
access based on an employee’s 
wellness and travel history. 
This is achieved via a contact-
less end-to-end check-in sys-
tem using QR codes. 

“The solution also provides 
employee wellness assessment 
tool so that employees can se-
curely and privately submit a 

wellness questionnaire report-
ing travel history, recent medi-
cal history, and other pertinent 
possible exposure histories. 
Businesses also can define and 
manage assets and building 
maintenance requests for em-
ployees; repair or replacement 
requests to be handled in the 
app,” the company added. 

360-degree view
The BackToWork admin 

control panel gives a 360-de-
gree view of workplace data 
in pre-configured dashboards. 
Businesses can add and man-
age employees, and configure 
roles for tasks such as approv-
als, emergency contacts, and so 
on. Volunteer programmes can 
also be added and managed on 
the app; which also features 
communication announce-
ments, FAQs, best practices, 
policies, safety documents and 
so on.  

BackToWork, Zoho said, can 
be easily integrated with top 
HR platforms like Zoho People 
and BambooHR, and also with 
Active Directory and Zoho Di-
rectory. It is currently availa-
ble in English, Arabic, French, 
Japanese, and Chinese, and 
will soon be available in Span-
ish, Portuguese, and German. 

Video conferencing
Looking ahead, Zoho said it 

has several enhancements in 
the pipeline including a Travel 
Management module and in-
tegrations with popular video 
conferencing platforms.

The company said that its 
BackToWork users have the 
assurance that their data is 
confidential and protected, 
and only users themselves 
maintain ownership of that 
data.

The application consists of six modules, all within one secure, easy-to-
navigate solution that features safe entry

LIC makes H1 profit of US$9.98m
• Total investment 
income was US$ 45.88 m

• Paid US$ 230.80 
m as claims in H1

TDT | Manama 

LIC (International) said it 
made a profit of US$ 9.98 
million during the first 

half of 2020. In the prior-year 
period, the company’s profit 
was US$ 37.36 million. 

The total investment income 
was US$ 45.88 m during H1, as 
against US$ 44.68 m in the cor-
responding period of last year. 

The insurer said it collected 
a total premium of US$ 71.18 m 
during H1, compared to a total 
premium of US$ 105.14 m col-
lected during H1 2019. 

The results were announced 
during the company’s virtual 

board meeting held in the pres-
ence of M.R. Kumar, Chairman 
of LIC of India and other Di-
rectors. 

During the first half of 2020, 
the company paid US$ 230.80 m 
as claims to policyholders when 
compared to US$ 274.10 m paid 
in the year-ago period. 

Terminal bonus
LIC also declared a special ter-

minal bonus of US$ 10 (per 1000 
SA) for policies maturing from 

now onwards to 31st May 2021 
or till the date of declaration of 
next year Bonus, whichever is 
earlier.

MDRT club
As on 24th August, 2020 15 

consultants have qualified for 
Million Dollar Round Table 
(MDRT) and three for Court of 
the Table as compared to 10 
MDRT and one COT during the 
corresponding period of last 
year. 

Gold gains on stimulus bets ahead 
of speech by Fed’s Powell
Reuters 

Gold prices rose yesterday 
on the eve of a speech 

from Federal Reserve Chair-
man Jerome Powell, bouncing 
off a two-week low hit early 
in the session as investors bet 
on further economic stimulus 
to mitigate the impact of the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Spot gold rose 0.5 per cent to 
$1,938.08 per ounce by 10:47 am 
EDT (1447 GMT), after declining 
1pc. US gold futures rose 1.4pc 
to $1,950.50.

“Expectations are that there 
is more stimulus coming. A 
change in direction from the 
Fed that supports stimulus 
measures will be very bullish 
for gold,” said Bob Haberkorn, 
senior market strategist at RJO 
Futures.

Powell was to speak at a vir-
tual Jackson Hole symposium 
on Thursday, where he was ex-
pected to offer more insight 
on the US central bank’s strat-
egy on inflation and monetary 
policy.

Last week’s Fed minutes gave 
few clues about whether a shift 
to easier policy is possible in 
coming months.

Investors were also watching 
US coronavirus aid negotiations. 

US Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin will testify before a 
House of Representatives panel 
next week.

Global central banks and gov-
ernments have released mas-

sive stimulus to prop up their 
economies from the impact of 
the pandemic. This has pushed 
gold up about 27pc so far this 
year as it is seen as a hedge 
against inflation and currency 
debasement.

“There are still a lot of con-
cerns about the economy and 
they continue to indicate that 
rates are going be low and stim-
ulus measures will continue, 
which should boost gold,” said 
ANZ analyst Daniel Hynes.

Elsewhere, silver rose 1.7pc 
to $26.87 per ounce, plat-
inum eased 0.1pc to $925.76 
and palladium was up 0.9pc to 
$2,183.49.

A jeweller hands bangles to a customer at a gold shop in Karachi

UK’s Supreme Court dismisses Huawei 
and ZTE patent appeals
Reuters | London

The United Kingdom’s Supreme Court yesterday unanimous-
ly dismissed appeals by China’s Huaweiand ZTE in patent 

disputes over mobile data technology with Unwired Planet 
International and Conversant Wireless.

The first appeal concerned an action brought by Unwired 
against Huawei for the infringement of five UK patents, which 
Unwired had acquired from Ericsson and were said to be es-
sential in mobile telecoms.

An English court had previously ruled that two of the patents 
were valid and essential, and in a subsequent trial found Un-
wired’s licence terms were justified and enforceable.

Saudi’s June oil 
exports down 
$8.7 billion
Reuters | Dubai

The value of Saudi Ara-
bia’s June oil exports 

was down 55% year on year, 
a drop of $8.7 billion, official 
data showed yesterday. 

Compared with May, to-
tal exports - including non-
oil exports of goods such 
as chemicals and plastics 
- grew by 19.1 per cent, or 
$1.86 billion, the General 
Authority for Statistics said.

In May Saudi oil exports 
fell by nearly $12 billion 
year on year.

Oil holds near 
five-month high
Reuters 

Oil held near $46 a barrel 
on Wednesday, close to 

its highest since March. 
B r e n t  c r u d e  L C O c 1 

slipped 14 cents, or 0.3 per 
cent, to $45.72 a barrel by 
1050 GMT, while US West 
Texas Intermediate crude 
CLc1 fell 17 cents, or 0.4pc, 
to $43.18. Both benchmarks 
settled at a five-month high 
on Tuesday.

Insurance premium earned - gross 105,026  96,960
Reinsurers’ share of insurance premium earned (15,261) (14,712)
Insurance premium earned - net 89,765 82,248
  
Claims incurred - gross (59,087)  (63,459)
Reinsurers’ share of claims incurred 2,068 12,350
Claims incurred - net (57,019) (51,109)
 32,746 31,139

Staff costs (11,429) (11,198)
General and administration expenses (6,922) (6,594)
Amortisation of acquisition cost (8,617) (8,982)
Amortisation of commissions on reinsurance ceded 641 547
 (26,327)  (26,227)
Underwriting results  6,419   4,912 

Income from financial assets 4,434 3,885
Realised gain on sale of available for sale financial assets 209 23
Impairment of available for sale financial assets (1,291) (23)
Finance costs (155) (34)
 3,197 3,851
  
Profit for the period before taxation 9,616 8,763
  
Income tax (434) (364)
 
Profit for the period 9,182 8,399
  
Total other comprehensive income/ (loss) for the period (1,561) 2,166
Total comprehensive income for the period 7,621 10,565

ASSETS   
   
Property and equipment 11,235 4,944
Investment properties 5,594 482
Right-of-use assets 1,203 1,396
Investment in an associate 14,477 14,477
Investment in a subsidiary 31 31
Financial assets 132,906 128,878
Deferred policy acquisition costs 14,605 13,666
Reinsurance assets 52,718 64,940
Insurance and reinsurance receivables 83,803 60,032
Prepayments and other receivables 6,180 17,674
Cash and cash equivalents 95,625 108,609
Total assets 418,377 415,129
   
LIABILITIES  AND EQUITY    
   
Liabilities   
Employees’ end of service benefits 2,707 2,623
Insurance liabilities 256,680 241,541
Lease liabilities 1,147 1,370
Accruals and other liabilities 17,348 19,770
Reinsurance balances payable 23,076 30,999
Deferred reinsurance commission 579 322
Taxation payable 1,649 1,922
Total liabilities 303,186 298,547  
 
Equity
Share capital 15,000 15,000
Statutory reserve 15,000 15,000
Fair value reserve 482 2,043
Contingency reserve 5,845 5,845
Capital reserve 9,792 9,792
Share based payments 497 461
Proposed dividend   -    9,048
Retained earnings 68,575 59,393
Total equity 115,191 116,582
Total liabilities and equity 418,377 415,129  
 
   

At                     
30-Jun-20 
BD 000s 

(Reviewed)

Period Ended 
30-Jun-20          
BD 000s

 (Reviewed)

At                     
31-Dec-19 
BD 000s 
(Audited)

Period Ended 
30-Jun-19          
BD 000s 

(Reviewed)

CONDENSED INTERIM STATEMENT OF INCOME

Fawzi Ahmed Kanoo 
Chairman 

Paul Adamson
Director  

For more information contact:  
AXA Insurance (Gulf) BSC (c) - Regional Office  
Flat 51, Building 298, Road 4609, Block 346, Sea front  
P.O.Box 45, Manama  
Kingdom of Bahrain  
Tel: + 973 66328000  

The above condensed interim financial statement is extracted from   
the consolidated interim financial information reveiwed by PricewaterhouseCoopers 
  

Summary Financial Information

CONDENSED INTERIM STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
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300
homes were destroyed 

in the flood that occured 
early hours of the morning 

yesterday

24,184,437

825,994

16,700,126

Deaths

Recovered:

New cases 

New deaths 
+133,166

+3,268

Covid-19 Cases:

Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Serious, 
Critical

Tot cases/1m pop

Egypt 97,619 5,298 67,717 24,604 41 951

Saudi 
Arabia

310,836 +1,068 3,755 +33 284,945 22,136 1,601 8,908

UAE 68,020 +399 378 +1 59,070 8,572 6,865

Kuwait 82,271 +698 521 +2 73,906 7,844 92 19,222

Oman 84,818 +166 646 +4 79,409 4,763 148 16,549

Qatar 117,742 +244 194 114,558 2,990 63 41,934

Middle East

Country Total cases new cases New 
deaths

Total 
Deaths

1 USA 5,967,798 +12,070 182,832 +428

2 Brazil 3,683,224 +9,048 116,964 +298

3 India 3,288,446 +56,692 60,291 +679

4 Russia 970,865 +4,676 16,683 +115

5 South Africa 613,017 13,308

6 Peru 607,382 28,001

7 Mexico 568,621 +4,916 61,450 +650

8 Colombia 562,128 17,889

9 Spain 426,818 +3,594 28,971 +47

10 Chile 402,365 +1,380 10,990 +32

11 Iran 365,606 +2,243 21,020 +119

12 Argentina 359,638 7,661 +98

13 UK 327,798 41,449

14 Saudi Arabia 310,836 +1,068 3,755 +33

G l o b a l C o u n t r i e s  w o r s t  a f f e c t e d

Figures as of closing

News in brief 
 u Lebanon’s caretaker 
Prime Minister Hassan Diab 
said on Wednesday the 
country was at risk of losing 
its control over the country’s 
coronavirus outbreak after a spike 
in the number of cases following the 
massive explosion in Beirut on Aug 
4. “The number of cases is increasing 
greatly, and if this continues, we will lose 
control of this epidemic,” Diab was cited 
as saying in a statement issued by the 
Supreme Defence Council.

u The United States is set to execute Lezmond Mitchell, a 
convicted murderer and the only Native American on federal 

death row, on 
Wednesday, despite 
opposition from the 
Navajo Nation, which 
says the government 
is infringing tribal 

sovereignty. Mitchell, a Navajo, is set to be killed with lethal injections of 
pentobarbital, a powerful barbiturate, at 6 p.m. in the Department of Justice’s 
execution chamber in Terre Haute, Indiana.

 u Thai Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-ocha on Wednesday 
issued his sternest warning yet to protesters seeking his resignation, 
saying they were creating deeper divisions that could cause the collapse of the 
country. “If we want to 
overcome each other 
politically, the nation 
will collapse,” Prayuth 
told reporters. “If that 
happens, just wait, 
everybody will be on fiery land, engulfed in flames.” His 
comments come after a month of near-daily rallies led by students calling for his 
ouster, a new constitution and fresh election, with some drawing over 10,000 
protesters.

u Democratic presidential candidate Joe Biden saw no 
bounce in popular support after last week’s Democratic National Convention, 
according to a Reuters/Ipsos poll released on Wednesday, pointing to Americans’ 

hardened political views. Biden held his lead 
over President 
Donald Trump 
in the national 
opinion poll taken 
Aug. 19 to 25, with 
47% of registered 

voters backing the Democratic challenger and 
40% supporting the Republican incumbent. That was a similar edge to what Biden 
had before his party’s convention, a scaled-back, virtual event because of the 
coronavirus pandemic.

u France is joining military exercises with Italy, Greece and 
Cyprus in the Eastern Mediterranean amid a worsening dispute 
between Turkey and Greece over energy resources in the region, Armed Forces 
Minister Florence Parly said yesterday. Tensions between Turkey and Greece 
escalated after Ankara sent its Oruc Reis survey vessel to disputed eastern 
Mediterranean waters this month, a move Athens 
has called illegal. Three Rafale fighter jets and a 
warship equipped with a helicopter will be part of 
the joint military exercises, she said.

US to execute 
only Native 
American on 
federal death row

Thai 
PM warns 
nation could 
be ‘engulfed 
in flames’ 

Biden gets no 
convention bounce 
after Democratic 
gathering

Lebanon could 
‘lose control’ of 
outbreak: PM Diab

KNOW WHAT

Flash floods kill more 
than 70 in Afghanistan
• A general view of the 
aftermath of flooding in 
Parwan, Afghanistan

• Washed away men, 
women and children and 
destroying 300 homes

Reuters | Kabul 

A violent flash flood killed 
more than 70 people and 

destroyed hundreds of homes 
just north of Afghanistan’s cap-
ital yesterday, officials said.

The floods swept through 
Parwan province, which bor-
ders Kabul, in the early hours 
of the morning, washing away 
men, women and children and 
destroying 300 homes, accord-
ing to Ministry of Disaster Man-
agement spokesman Tamim 
Azimi.

Rescuers searched through 
mud throughout the day for 
bodies, with the confirmed 
death toll at 72, and at least 90 
injured, Azimi added.

Floods had also swept through 
eight other northern provinces, 
killing two in Maidan Wardak 
and two in Nangahar, according 
to the Ministry of Disaster Man-
agement spokesman, who added 
that climate change was exacer-
bating the amount of flooding 
hitting the country.

A spokesman for President 
Ashraf Ghani said on Twitter 
that his office had instructed 
authorities to provide emergen-
cy disaster relief to survivors, 
adding the floods were causing 
severe financial losses.

The disaster comes as the 
war-torn nation already faces 
a sinking economy due to the 
coronavirus pandemic and as 
violence continues despite the 
United States attempting to 
usher peace talks between the 
Afghan government and insur-
gent Taliban.

Men carry an injured person out of a house after floods in Charikar, capital of Parwan province, Afghanistan

A general view of the aftermath of flooding in Parwan, Afghanistan

Suicide bombers in Philippine attack 
were militants’ widows: army
AFP News

Two female suicide attack-
ers who carried out a dou-

ble bombing in the southern 
Philippines were the widows 
of militants who had worked 
for the Islamic State-linked Abu 
Sayyaf group, the army chief 
said Wednesday.

The pair blew themselves up 
in a coordinated attack on Jolo 
island in Muslim-majority Sulu 
province on Monday, killing or 
wounding scores of security 
forces and civilians in the coun-
try’s deadliest attack this year.

The death toll from the blasts 
has risen to 15 with 74 wound-
ed, the Armed Forces of the 
Philippines (AFP) said in a state-
ment, blaming Abu Sayyaf for 
the attack.

“The Abu Sayyaf Group will 
not deter us from nor shake 
our resolve to bring an end to 
their violence,” AFP Chief of 
Staff Lieutenant General Gil-
bert Gapay said.

“Our troops on the ground 
continue to be on high alert to 
deter similar attacks.”

No group has claimed re-
sponsibility.

Army chief Lieutenant Gen-
eral Cirilito Sobejana identified 
the female bombers as Inda Nay 
and Nanah.

In a text message to report-

ers, Sobejana said Nanah was 
the wife of Norman Lasuca, 
who is considered the Philip-
pines’ first homegrown suicide 
bomber.

Lasuca and another attacker 
blew themselves up outside a 
military camp on Jolo in June 
2019, killing several soldiers 
and civilians.

Inda Nay was the wife of 
Talha Jumsah, also known as 
Abu Talha, who acted as liaison 
between Abu Sayyaf and the 
Islamic State group. He was 
killed in November in a shoot-
out with security forces on Jolo.

Authorities are checking if 
Nanah was Indonesian.

Suicide attacks were once very rare in the Philippines, but since July 2018 
there have been five

Monday’s explosions 
happened near a 

Catholic cathedral on 
Jolo where two suicide 
bombers blew them-
selves up in January 

2019 killing 21 people. 
That attack was blamed 
on a group linked to Abu 

Sayyaf.
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100k
In all about 100,000 

people were killed and 2.2 
million displaced during 

the conflict.

1,200
The death toll from 

monsoon-related disasters 
this year has topped 1,200, 
including more than 800 

in India.

India building collapse toll rises to 16
• Local officials had 
initially feared up to 
200 residents of 47 
flats were buried

• But many were 
spared, having fled 
the town weeks 
earlier to wait out the 
coronavirus pandemic

• A four-year-old 
boy found alive on 
Tuesday afternoon

AFP News

The death toll from a col-
lapsed apartment block 
in India rose to 16 over-

night as rescuers said yesterday 
they didn’t expect to find any-
one else trapped dead or alive 
in the rubble. 

Local officials had initially 
feared up to 200 residents of 
47 flats were buried when the 
block collapsed late Monday in 
Mahad, south of Mumbai.

But many were spared, having 
fled the town weeks earlier to 
wait out the coronavirus pan-
demic in their home villages.

“We are in the final stages 
and don’t expect anyone (else) 
trapped under the debris,” Shiv 
Kumar, a spokesman for India’s 
National Disaster Response 
Force, said.

Emergency workers rescued 

nine people from the wreckage, 
with the loudest cheers reserved 
for a four-year-old boy found 
alive on Tuesday afternoon.

Shell-shocked residents said 
they had previously complained 
to the builder about the con-
dition of the complex, with 
police launching an investiga-
tion against him and four other 
people in connection with the 
tragedy.

Local politician Manik Moti-
ram Jagtap told TV9 Marathi 
that the building was 10 years 
old and built on “weak” foun-
dations.

“It fell like a house of cards,” 

he said.
Building collapses are com-

mon during India’s June-Sep-
tember monsoon, with old and 
rickety structures buckling after 

days of non-stop rain.
I n  a n o t h e r  i n c i d e n t ,  a 

three-storey residential build-
ing collapsed in central Madhya 
Pradesh state on Tuesday fol-
lowing heavy rains.

Emergency workers -- using 
shovels and in some cases their 
bare hands to remove debris 
-- rescued nine people, reports 
said.

The monsoon plays a vital 
role in boosting harvests across 
South Asia, but also causes 
widespread death and destruc-
tion, unleashing floods, trig-
gering building collapses and 
inundating low-lying villages.

Rescue workers search for survivors in the rubble of the collapsed five-storey apartment building in Mahad

Vietnam 
condemns new 
Chinese military 
drills in South 
China Sea
Reuters | Hanoi

Vietnam yesterday ac-
cused China of violat-

ing its sovereignty by con-
ducting military drills in a 
disputed part of the South 
China Sea and said Beijing’s 
actions were “complicating” 
negotiations on establish-
ing a code of conduct in the 
region.

China this week began six 
days of exercises in waters 
near the Paracel Islands, 
where Vietnam has com-
peting claims, according 
to the Maritime Safety Ad-
ministration of Hainan, an 
island off China’s southern 
coast. It was the second set 
of drills in the area by Bei-
jing in two months.

“China’s repeated military 
exercises in (the Paracel 
Islands) violate Vietnam’s 
sovereignty, complicating 
negotiations for a Code of 
Conduct of Parties in the 
South China Sea between 
China and ASEAN,” foreign 
ministry spokeswoman 
Le Thi Thu Hang said in a 
statement.

Vietnam is this year chair-
ing the 10-member Associ-
ation of South East Asian 
Nations (ASEAN), which has 
had long drawn-out nego-
tiations with Beijing over 
a code of conduct in the 
South China Sea.

China’s defence ministry 
did not immediately re-
spond to a request for com-
ment.

‘Butcher of Bosnia’ personally led 
Srebrenica massacre, prosecutors say
• Mladic, 78, is 
appealing against 
his 2017 conviction 
and life sentence

• The former 
general is dubbed the 
“Butcher of Bosnia” 

• Mladic was 
captured in 2011 after 
years on the run, and 
convicted following 
a three-year trial.

AFP News 

Prosecutors urged UN judges 
yesterday to uphold former 

Bosnian Serb military chief Rat-
ko Mladic’s genocide conviction, 
saying he personally oversaw 
the 1995 Srebrenica massacre 
of some 8,000 Muslim men and 
boys.

Mladic, 78, is appealing against 
his 2017 conviction and life sen-
tence by a tribunal in The Hague 
for genocide over the massacre 
and for crimes against humanity 
and war crimes throughout the 
1992-95 Bosnian war.

The former general dubbed 
the “Butcher of Bosnia” resorted 
to “genocide, extermination and 
murder” to rid the UN-protect-
ed area of Croats and Muslims 
as part of the wider pursuit of 
a Serb-only state, prosecutor 
Laurel Baig said.

“Mladic was in charge of the 
Srebrenica operation, Srebreni-

ca was Mladic’s operation. And 
the chamber was right to con-
clude that he was responsible 
for these crimes,” Baig told the 
court.

“He used the forces under his 
command to execute thousands 
of men and boys,” she added, de-
scribing the slaughter as being 
on “a scale not seen on European 

soil since the Sec-
ond World War.”

Mladic will be 
allowed to speak 
for 10 minutes lat-
er on Wednesday 
at the International 
Residual Mechanism 
for Criminal Tribunals 
--  which handles cases left over 
from the now-closed UN tribu-
nal that convicted him.

Lawyers for Mladic urged the 
court on Tuesday to overturn 
his conviction, saying that the 
“charge of genocide was made 
out of thin air”.

The Srebrenica massacre was 
the bloodiest single episode 
from the Bosnian war, which 
erupted as communal rivalries 
tore apart Yugoslavia after the 
fall of communism. 

In all about 100,000 people 
were killed and 2.2 million dis-
placed during the conflict.

 Killings ‘by the truckload’ 
The Bosnian Serb general was 

“personally overseeing” the op-
eration to take Srebrenica, the 
prosecution said.

Baig said Mladic carried out 
a “victory walk” through Sre-
brenica after his forces seized 
it on July 11, 1995, saying that 
“now the time has come to take 
revenge on the Turks” -- a dis-
paraging term used during the 
war for Muslims. 

Around 25,000 civilians, 
mainly women, children and 

t h e  e l d e r l y,  we r e 
forced onto buses 

and moved out 
of Srebren-

i c a  u n d e r 
harrowing 
conditions, 
despite the 
presence of 
Dutch UN 

peacekeep-
ers in the area.
Thousands of 

men and boys from 
Srebrenica meanwhile set out 

on a doomed walk through sur-
rounding forests to reach the 
safety of Muslim-held territory 
-- only to be picked off by Serb 
forces.

Victims “were executed by the 
handful, by the dozen, by the 
truckload, by the hundred and 
ultimately by the thousand, by 
gunfire and grenade, irrespec-
tive of their status as civilians, 
purely because they were Bos-
nian Muslims,” said Baig.

Mladic was “key to the suc-
cess of this operation”, said Baig. 

“Not only was he present 
giving orders, supervising 
and directing, he also played a 
high-level role in keeping the 
international community from 
stopping this,” the prosecutor 
said.

In a bid to cover up the crime 
after some mass graves were 
found later in 1995, Mladic or-
dered his forces to dig up other 
graves with heavy machinery 
and move remains to other ar-
eas, “commingling body parts 
from mixed victims,” said Baig.

The prosecution are also ap-
pealing, seeking to overturn 
Mladic’s acquittal on wider gen-
ocide charges.

The Srebrenica 
massacre was the 
bloodiest single 

episode from 
the Bosnian war, 
which erupted 
as communal 

rivalries tore apart 
Yugoslavia after 
the fall of com-

munism. 

India to hold national college tests 
Reuters | Mumbai

More than 2 million Indi-
an students will sit for 

admission tests to medical 
and engineering schools next 
week, the government said on 
Wednesday, despite growing 
concern that the move could 
fuel a jump in coronavirus in-
fections.

India reported more than 
60,000 infections, maintain-
ing the world’s highest sin-
gle-day caseload since August 
7, a Reuters tally showed. With 
3.2 million cases, it ranks after 

the United States and Brazil, 
though its 59,449 deaths are 
far fewer.

“We are very mindful of the 
safety of our students, we will 
take full precautions,” Educa-
tion Minister Ramesh Pokhri-
yal told state radio, adding 
that the tests had to be held to 
ensure students did not lose 
a year.

Already twice postponed 
this year, the tests will be 
spread over several days and 
held at more centres than 
usual, to ensure there is no 
crowding.

Russia readies for approval of 
second COVID-19 vaccine: official
Reuters | Moscow

Russia is preparing to ap-
prove a second vaccine 

against COVID-19 in late Sep-
tember or early October, Rus-
sian Deputy Prime Minister 
Tatiana Golikova said yester-
day.

Speaking at a televised gov-
ernment meeting, Golikova 
told President Vladimir Putin 
that early-stage clinical trials 
on the vaccine, developed by 
the Vector virology institute 
in Siberia, would be completed 
by the end of September.

“As of today there have been 
no complications among those 
vaccinated in the first and sec-
ond stages of testing,” she said.

Earlier this month Russia 
became the first country to 
grant regulatory approval to 

a COVID-19 vaccine after less 
than two months of human 
testing.

The approved vaccine, called 
“Sputnik V” in homage to the 
world’s first satellite launched 
by the Soviet Union, has been 
hailed as safe and effective by 
Russian authorities.

But Western experts have 
been sceptical about Rus-
sia’s approval of “Sputnik V”, 
warning against its use until 
all internationally approved 
testing and regulatory steps 
have been taken. RDIF, Russia’s 
sovereign wealth fund, said the 
final phase of clinical trials on 
“Sputnik V” were beginning. 
It said 40,000 people would 
take part in the final trials and 
that similar trials would also 
be carried out in five other 
countries.
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51
Tarrant had admitted 51 

charges of murder, 40 of at-
tempted murder and one of 
terrorism over the attacks 
at the Al Noor and Linwood 
mosques in Christchurch 
on March 15 last year.

Navalny’s poisoning in Russia 
spurs supporters to fight on

AFP News

Sofiya Khaliulina joined dozens of other supporters for a 
24-hour vigil outside the Siberian hospital where oppo-

sition leader Alexei Navalny was being treated for suspected 
poisoning before his transfer to Germany.

“I realised I had to be there, that I wouldn’t sleep until this 
was over, until they put him on a plane,” said the 22-year-old 
arts journalist.

She waited outside the hospital in the city of Omsk until 
Navalny was medically evacuated to Berlin on Saturday.

The Kremlin opponent whose Anti-Corruption Foundation 
publishes reports on high-level graft was rushed to an inten-
sive care unit in Omsk on Thursday after falling ill on a flight 
from Siberia to Moscow. 

He spent two days in Omsk as his family and allies wrangled 
with doctors who initially refused to allow his evacuation 
abroad and said they found no evidence of poisoning. 

By Monday, medics at Berlin’s Charite hospital declared test 
results “indicate poisoning”. 

Navalny’s supporters have accused the Kremlin of trying to 
cover up a crime.

“This is terrible and a bit scary,” said Khaliulina.
“Being in the opposition is hard and it’s even harder in the 

regions. But I don’t think that (Navalny’s poisoning) will affect 
ordinary people (in the opposition). The people at the top are 
the ones targeted,” she said.

Navalny’s illness appears to be the latest in a long series of 
attacks on critics and opponents of the Kremlin regime that 
have sent shockwaves through the opposition.

Navalny has already experienced several apparent attacks 
but has never come so close to losing his life.

A supporter of Alexei Navalny holds up a picture of the Kremlin opponent 
after he was taken ill with suspected poisoning

Maldives former prez Gayoom 
tests positive for COVID-19

Reuters | Male

The former president of the 
Maldives, Maumoon Ab-

dul Gayoom, said he had tested 
positive for COVID-19, as the 
tourist-dependent island na-
tion reports a pick-up in cases 
since re-opening its borders 
last month.

“I have tested positive for 
COVID-19. May Almighty Allah 
bless me and all other sick peo-
ple with a speedy recovery and 
good health,” Gayoom said in a 
tweet on Tuesday night.

The 81-year-old former 
president was one of Asia’s 
longest serving leaders, hav-
ing ruled the Maldives for 30 
 years.

According to a family source, 
the former autocrat was tested 
for COVID-19 following a med-

ical consultation on Tuesday 
morning, after he developed a 
fever on Monday night.

The source said Gayoom is 
doing well and is expected to 
be admitted to the newly built 
Dharumavantha Hospital in 
the capital, Malé.

Heavily reliant on foreign 
tourism, the Indian Ocean ar-
chipelago lifted a lockdown in 
the capital in June and opened 
up its borders for tourists in 
July.

Since the end of the lock-
down in June, the number of 
COVID-19 cases in the Maldives 
has tripled, while deaths have 
risen from five to 28.

The Maldives Health Pro-
tection Agency has confirmed 
a total of 7,047 COVID-19 cases 
in the country, out of which 
2,580 cases are currently ac-
tive.

President of Maldives Gayoom smiles during an interview

NZ Mosque gunman waives 
right to speak at sentencing

• The Australian 
white supremacist, 29, 
is expected to become 
the first person in New 
Zealand imprisoned 
for life without 
prospect of parole.

AFP

New Zealand mosque 
gunman Brenton Tar-
rant waived his right to 

speak at his sentencing hearing 
in Christchurch on Wednes-
day, in a dramatic twist after 
the court heard more than 90 
horrific victim statements.

Tarrant, who sacked his law-
yers last month, had admitted 
51 charges of murder, 40 of 
attempted murder and one of 
terrorism over the attacks at the 
Al Noor and Linwood mosques 
in Christchurch on March 15 
last year.

Defendants in New Zealand 
have the right to address the 
court and there had been spec-
ulation Tarrant would use his 
sentencing to promote his ex-

tremist views, leading to strict 
restrictions on media reporting 
the case. But when judge Cam-
eron Mander asked if he wanted 
to speak -- after sitting through 
three days of anguished and an-
gry testimonies from more than 
90 survivors and bereaved fami-

lies in which he was frequently 
called “a loser” and “a coward” 
-- Tarrant declined.

A court-appointed lawyer will 
make a brief statement on his 
behalf before Mander delivers 
his sentence on Thursday.

The Australian white suprem-

acist, 29, is expected to become 
the first person in New Zea-
land imprisoned for life without 
prospect of parole.

Shortly before waiving his 
right to speak, Tarrant was 
face-to-face with Abdul Aziz, 
who was hailed a hero when he 
chased the gunman from the 
Linwood mosque.

“ I  s aw  t h e  f e a r  i n  h i s 
eyes when he was running 
for his life,” Aziz told the  
court.

“You know the face, the one 
who chased you out,” he told 
Tarrant who sat a few metres 
away, maintaining the same pas-
sive demeanour he had shown 
throughout the three days of 
harrowing testimony.

Australian white supremacist Brenton Tarrant has remained impassive 
throughout his sentencing hearing

Aussie penguin parade is live-stream hit
AFP News

A nightly penguin parade live-streamed 
from a deserted Australian park has 

become an online lockdown hit, with hun-
dreds of thousands tuning in to watch the 
cute creatures waddle back to their bur-
rows from the sea.

Before the pandemic, going to watch the 
penguin colonies on Phillip Island, about 
two hours’ drive from Melbourne, was a 
major tourist draw.

But with the region under lockdown af-
ter a resurgence in coronavirus cases, the 
island’s conservation park launched “Live 
Penguin TV” on Facebook and YouTube -- 
attracting a first-night audience of nearly 
800,000 on Tuesday, it said.

The island is home to the smallest species 
of penguin, fittingly called the Little Pen-
guin and also known as the Fairy Penguin, 
and the live stream showed them frolicking 
together in the water and toddling back to 
dry land.

“This has given us something to look 

forward to in isolation, thanks so much,” 
commented one Facebook user on Wednes-
day’s edition of the evening spectacle.

The live sessions, which are about an 
hour long, will continue even after virus re-
strictions are lifted in the state of Victoria, 
the park said, for anyone who cannot go to 
the island. “We have seen pictures posted 

on social media of entire families watching 
the parade on their computers and devices,” 
said Catherine Basterfield, chief executive 
of Phillip Island Nature Parks.

“It is great to be able to put smiles on 
faces during these challenging times.”

There were about 771,000 viewers on 
Tuesday, according to the park.

Screen-grabe of the live-streamed video

Over 1,500 human bones found 
at Osaka historical grave site
Reuters | Tokyo

An excavation in the western 
Japanese city of Osaka has 

unearthed more than 1,500 hu-
man bones at what is thought 
to be a burial site dating back 
some 160 years, city officials 
have said.

The site, dubbed the “Umeda 
Tomb”, is believed to be one 
of seven historical grave sites 
from the late Edo and early Mei-
ji periods around the 1850s to  
1860s.

Researchers discovered 350 
small graves at the site as well as 
the remains of animals includ-
ing four piglets, horses, and cats, 
city officials announced earlier 
this month.

The Osaka City Cultural 
Properties Association said peo-
ple buried at the site were like-
ly local residents from around 
Osaka Castle town, with many 
believed to be in their 30s or 
small children. Some looked 
to have had signs of disease 
on their hands and feet, it  
said.

Multiple bodies were found in 
some graves. 
Experts be-
l i e v e  t h e y 
were buried 
together due 
to deaths re-
lated to  an 
epidemic dis-
ease, the asso-
ciation said.

 Burial ground containing the bones 
of people are seen at an excavations 
site called ‘Umeda Tomb”, at a 
construction site for a train station, in 
Osaka, western Japan
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She was in coma 
for almost 20 hours 
as she was hit with 
four bullets in the 

stomach ... now she’s 
out of danger

 EMAL ZAKI, 
HER HUSBAND

Gaza man dies of coronavirus as 
enclave clamps down on outbreak

• Health officials said 
nine more cases were 
discovered yesterday

Reuters | Gaza 

A 61-year-old man has died 
in the Gaza Strip after 

contracting the coronavirus, 
Palestinian authorities said 
yesterday as they clamped 
down on an outbreak of the 
pandemic in the enclave.

The man had suffered pre-
vious illnesses and had been 
on a respirator, the Health 
Ministry said. It was the first 
death among the general popu-
lation since an infected woman 
died at a quarantine centre in 
March.

Health officials said nine 
more cases were discovered 
yesterday. Six of them were in 
the isolated Maghazi refugee 
camp where a first four cases 
had been confirmed on Mon-
day, prompting Gaza’s Hamas 
authorities to impose a full 
lockdown.

The three other cases were 
in northern Gaza Strip, indi-
cating the virus has begun to 
spread into different areas 
of the enclave of two million 
people.

The outbreak outside Mag-
hazi remains slow but it ce-
mented concerns by local and 
international health organ-
izations over the territory’s 
potentially disastrous com-
bination of poverty, densely 
populated refugee camps and 
limited hospital capacity.

With local authorities main-
taining a lockdown in all cities, 

people were instructed to stay 
home at all times and to wear 
face masks if, in cases of ex-
treme necessity, they had to 
go out.

The United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency UNRWA, 
which helps over half of Gaza’s 
population, said it was looking 
into alternative plans to con-
tinue health, education and 
food services to beneficiaries 
should the lockdown be ex-
tended.

Adnan Abu Hasna, UNRWA 
spokesman in Gaza, said clin-
ics remained open but physical 
presence was prohibited, in-
stead staffers were providing 
medical consultation over the 
phone and some medication 
was delivered to patients at 
home.

“We are in constant consul-
tation with the health ministry 
and we are also in discussion 
over the implementation of 
our own alternative plans in 
order to ensure the continu-
ation of delivering services to 
refugees,” Abu Hasna said.

Gaza reports first COVID-19 cases outside quarantine areas, declares 
lockdown

Monday’s cases were 
uncovered after a 

woman traveled to the 
Israeli-occupied West 
Bank, where she test-
ed positive, the Gaza 
Health Ministry said. 

A ministry spokesman 
urged everyone who 
might have visited a 
supermarket outside 
a hospital in central 
Gaza to quarantine 

themselves and report 
to medics immediately.

Erdogan says Turkey won’t 
compromise over rights at sea
Reuters | Istanbul

Turkey is determined to do 
whatever is necessary to 

obtain its rights in the Black 
Sea, Aegean and Mediterrane-
an, President Tayyip Erdogan 
said yesterday. 

“We will not compromise 
over what belongs to us ...We 
are determined to do what-
ever is necessary,” Erdogan 
said, a day after Germany’s for-
eign minister sought to ease 
tensions between Turkey and 
Greece in their dispute over 
control of eastern Mediterra-
nean waters.

Speaking at an event com-
memorating the 11th centu-
ry military victory by Seljuk 
Turks over the Byzantine em-
pire at Malazgirt, Erdogan also 
called on Ankara’s counter-
parts to avoid mistakes that 
he said would bring their de-
struction.

Tensions between Turkey 
and Greece escalated after 

Ankara sent its Oruc Reis sur-
vey vessel to disputed eastern 
Mediterranean waters this 
month, a move Athens called 
illegal.

Turkey and Greece, NATO 
allies, vehemently disagree 
over claims to hydrocarbon 
resources in the area based on 
conflicting views on the extent 
of their continental shelves 
in waters dotted with mostly 
Greek islands.

“If there is anyone who 
wants to pay its price, they are 
welcome to confront us. If not 
then they should go away so 
we can handle our own busi-
ness,” Erdogan also said.

Erdogan

Afghanistan policewoman turned 
filmmaker wounded in gun attack
• Saba Sahar, 44, is one 
of Afghanistan’s first 
female film directors

• Three gunmen 
opened fire at her 
in her vehicle

• Sahar has served in 
the police department 
for more than 10 years

Reuters | Kabul 

A prominent female Afghan 
film director who is also 

an actress and senior police of-
ficer was recovering from bullet 
wounds on Wednesday after 
unidentified gunmen shot her 
as she was being driven through 
the capital, Kabul, her husband 
said.

Saba Sahar, 44, is one of Af-
ghanistan’s first female film di-
rectors who has used her train-
ing as a police officer to produce 
critically acclaimed documenta-
ries and movies.

She has also been a vocal critic 
of the Taliban and the dominant 
role conservative men have over 
social and political institutions.

Three gunmen opened fire at 
her in her vehicle on Tuesday.

She was accompanied by two 
bodyguards, a child and a driv-
er at the time. The bodyguards 

were wounded while the child 
and driver were not harmed.

“She was in coma for almost 
20 hours as she was hit with 
four bullets in the stomach ... 
now she’s out of danger,” said 
her husband, Emal Zaki.

Sahar has served in the po-
lice department for more than 
10 years and was recently ap-
pointed deputy of special police 
forces overseeing gender issues.

A police spokesman said the 
gunmen escaped and officers 
were investigating.

This month, unidentified gun-

men shot at another prominent 
Afghan woman, Fawzia Koofi, 
a women’s rights advocate and 
member of a team negotiating 
with the Taliban.

She sustained minor injuries 
in the attack in Kabul.

Rights group Amnesty Inter-
national said there had been an 
“extremely worrying” rise in 
attacks on film actors, political 
activists and human rights de-
fenders in Afghanistan in recent 
months.

Afghanistan policewoman turned filmmaker hurt in attack

Taste of success for Taiwan’s street 
vendors with Michelin award

AFP News

A cloud escapes into the air 
as 80-year-old Taiwanese 

street food vendor Wu Huang-yi 
lifts the lid on a giant steaming 
basket to unveil a piping-hot 
batch of two dozen buns.

It is lunchtime at Taipei’s 
Huaxi Night Market -- the cap-
ital’s oldest -- and a queue has 
already formed at Wu’s stall, 
with diners eager to taste the 
pork belly whose aroma wafts 
from a steel pot bubbling in the 
cramped kitchen.

Self-taught chef Wu perfected 

his meat marinade more than 20 
years ago, and he still goes to the 
market at 5:00am every day to 
handpick the p*** belly, which 
he stews for hours in his special 
blend of ingredients. “My buns 
are different from others, it’s all 
handmade. It’s tasty because it’s 
so soft and yet chewy,” Wu says.

“Everything is done according 
to tradition, and that’s the rea-
son why it tastes good.”

Also known in Taiwanese 
as ho-ga-ti (tiger bites P**), 
the gua-bao is a circular flat 
steamed bun, which is folded 
in half and stuffed with braised 
meat, salted vegetables, corian-

der and ground peanuts.
Its shape resembles the an-

cient Chinese boat-shaped in-
got, so gua-bao signifies pros-
perity and is often served at 
wedding banquets and corpo-
rate functions.

But Wu sells his for less than 
US$2 each at his stall, where 
his whole family, including his 
wife, three adult children and a 
grandson help out.

And his hard work and ded-
ication have finally paid off -- 
this month he was recognised by 
Michelin and awarded a place 
on the food guide’s Bib Gour-
mand list. 

80-year-old Wu Huang-yi prepares his gua-bao -- flat steamed buns -- at the Huaxi Night Market in Taipei

KNOW WHAT

Bib Gourmand listing   
is given to eateries 

that serve a top-
class three-course 
meal for less than 
NT$1,000 (US$34).
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One dead, two injured in US protest shootings
• Footage posted 
online showed people 
running through the 
streets of Kenosh

• Blake was trying to 
get into his car, with his 
three children inside, 
when he was shot

• At least one small 
group of mainly white, 
heavily armed men 
was in the city

AFP News

One person was shot dead 
and another two were in-
jured in the US city of Ke-

nosha on Tuesday night, accord-
ing to media reports, as groups 
clashed during protests over the 
police shooting of a black man.

Footage posted online showed 

people running through the 
streets of Kenosha, Wisconsin, 
as gunshots rang out, while vid-
eos showed wounded men lying 
on the ground.

Sheriff David Beth of Kenosha 
County said three people had 
been shot and one was killed, ac-
cording to the New York Times.

The violence occurred as hun-

dreds of protesters marched for 
a third night in anger after Jacob 
Blake was seen in video being 
shot up to seven times at point-
blank range by a white Kenosha 

police officer on Sunday.
Blake was trying to get into 

his car, with his three children 
inside, when he was shot.

At least one small group of 
mainly white, heavily armed 
men was in the city on Tuesday 
night vowing to protect prop-
erty.

The New York Times report-
ed police were investigating 
whether the Tuesday night’s 
shooting “stemmed from a con-
flict between self-styled militias 
guarding a gas station and dem-
onstrators.”

Clashes between a group of 
demonstrators and police had 
broken out earlier, with protest-
ers shooting fireworks at law 
enforcement officers who re-
sponded with rubber bullets.

One video, verified and taken 
by photographer Alex Lourie, 
showed a man sitting on the 
ground bleeding heavily from 
a gunshot wound to his arm 
as law enforcement vehicles 
approached him with officers 
shouting: “Back it up” to on-

lookers.
The injured man was helped 

to his feet by the officers. 
Another showed footage of a 

man, who appeared to be carry-
ing a rifle, falling to the ground 
before several gunshots could 
be heard as people fled from 
the scene telling one another to 
take cover. 

A reporter saw several civil-
ians carrying weapons on Tues-
day night, and little police pres-
ence in the city aside from the 
courthouse which was being 
guarded by the Kenosha County 
sheriff.

The violence occured as hundreds of protesters marched for a third night following the Jacob Blake

The violence occurred 
as hundreds of protest-
ers marched for a third 

night in anger after 
Jacob Blake was seen 
in video being shot up 

to seven times at point-
blank range by a white 
Kenosha police officer 

on Sunday.

Second wave of 
coronavirus could hit 
France in November: 
government advisor

Reuters | Paris 

A second wave of the coro-
navirus pandemic could 

hit France in November, a 
government advisor told local 
media yesterday, as the city of 
Marseille tightened restric-
tions to fight the outbreak.

Authorities in Marseille said 
late on Tuesday that bars and 
restaurants would have short-
er opening times, and they 
also broadened mandatory 
mask-wearing in the southern 
port city between Aug. 26 and 
Sept. 30.

“There are fears of a second 
wave in November,” Professor 
Jean-François Delfraissy, who 
heads the scientific council 
that advises the government 
on the pandemic, told France 2 
television on Wednesday.

Under the new measures, 
Marseille’s bars and restau-
rants will have to close from 
between 11 p.m. and 6 a.m. 
local time (2100-0400 GMT), 
having previously been able to 
stay open until normal closing 
time at midnight or 1 a.m.

Mandatory mask-wearing 
will now be compulsory out-

doors in public spaces in all 
districts of the city, having pre-
viously only been compulsory 
in some areas.

The French health ministry 
reported 3,304 new coronavi-
rus infections on Tuesday, well 
below daily highs seen last 
week, though greater numbers 
of young adults are testing pos-
itive. The number of deaths in 
France from COVID-19 stands 
at 30,544 deaths, including 16 
in the past 24 hours.

A health worker, wearing a protective suit and a face mask, administers 
a nasal swab to a patient at a testing site for the coronavirus disease 
(COVID-19) installed at the Bassin de la Villette in Paris, France

KNOW WHAT

France has the 
seventh-highest 

COVID-19 death toll 
in the world, and the 
government is mon-
itoring the figures 

closely to see if fresh 
restrictions or lock-
down are needed.

‘UFO’ in Congo jungle turns out to be 
internet balloon

• Images shared on 
social media showed 
people inspecting a 
large silver-coloured 
contraption fitted with 
solar panels and wires

• Locals alerted the 
security services after 
the object fell to earth

• The mystery was 
solved on Tuesday 
afternoon when Loon, a 
subsidiary of Alphabet, 
claimed the object

• The mystery was 
solved on Tuesday 
afternoon when Loon, a 
subsidiary of Alphabet, 
claimed the object

Reuters | Goma, Democratic 
Republic of Congo

An unidentified flying ob-
ject parachuted into dense 

Congo jungle to the confusion 
of local authorities, who de-
tained two people for 
questioning until 
a subsidiary of 
Google parent 
company Alpha-
bet confirmed the 
device was an internet balloon.

Images shared on social me-
dia showed people inspecting a 
large silver-coloured contrap-
tion fitted with solar panels and 
wires, which had landed in the 
tropical forest of Bas-Uele prov-
ince in the northern Democratic 
Republic of Congo, trailing a 
large deflated balloon.

Locals alerted the security 
services after the object fell to 
earth around 1 p.m. local time 
on Monday, Bas-Uele Governor 
Valentin Senga told Reuters af-
ter visiting the site around 10 
km (6 miles) south of the pro-
vincial capital Buta.

“I’m not able to say exactly 

what kind of device 
I observed,” he said by 

phone on Tuesday. “What in-
trigues us is that neither the 
intelligence services nor the 
local aviation authorities claim 
to have any information on 
the overflight of Congolese air 
space by this aircraft.”

He said police had detained 
two people, a Congolese and 
a Pakistani national, who had 
arrived in Buta with the purpose 
of searching for the device.

The mystery was solved 
on Tuesday afternoon when 
Loon, a subsidiary of Alpha-
bet, claimed the object. “I can 
confirm that Loon executed a 
controlled landing of one of our 
stratospheric balloons in this 

region,” a Loon spokesman said 
in a statement.

Loon’s balloons travel 20 km 
(12 miles) above the earth’s 
surface on the edge of space, 
acting as floating cell towers, to 
deliver internet services to peo-
ple in remote areas around the  
world.

Loon said the landing was co-
ordinated with local air traffic 
control officials and approved 
by the civil aviation authority.

In July, Kenya’s Telkom 
launched mobile internet 
services via Loon technolo-
gy. Flight-tracking software 
showed the HBAL166 balloon 
circling central Africa in recent 
months, with its last known lo-
cation in northern Congo.

This one Google baloon, #HBAL166 crash-
landed in Congo. (picture shared on twitter 

by @Patty_Mayo_Jnr) Inset picture, courtesy 
of the Indian Express

What is Google 
Internet 
balloons?
Google’s plan is to create 
wireless networks via 
equipment-laden balloons 
floating in the stratosphere, 
high above the clouds. The 
balloons communicate with each 
other and with ground-based 
networking equipment and 
mobile devices to get people on 
the ground connected.

The balloons, 
made from sheets of 
polyethylene, are the 
size of tennis courts. 
They are powered by 
solar panels and con-

trolled by software 
on the ground. While 
up in the air, they act 
as “floating cell tow-

ers,” transmitting 
internet signals to 

ground stations and 
personal devices.



Halle Berry files to represent herself 
in divorce with Olivier Martinez
Fox | Los Angeles

Halle Berry has moved to 
represent herself in her 

divorce proceedings with ex 
Olivier Martinez, according 
to a new report.

The “Monster’s Ball” 
star filed to represent her-
self instead of an attorney, 
according to Entertain-
ment Tonight, citing court 
documents  obtained 
Tuesday.

Berry’s former lawyer, 
Marina Zakiyan Beck, 
signed off on the change 
on July 30 with the 
54-year-old signing off 
on August 11, reports 
the outlet.

Martinez, also 54, 
is reportedly being rep-
resented by attorney Laura 
Wasser.

The Oscar-winner filed for 
divorce from Martinez after 
two years of marriage in 2015, 
confirming the split in a joint 
statement at the time. The for-
mer couple shares a son, Maceo, 
together.

“It is with a heavy heart that 
we have come to the decision to 
divorce,” they said. “We move 
forward with love and respect 
for one another and the shared 

focus for what is best for 
our son. We wish each 
other nothing but happi-
ness in life, and we hope 
that you respect our, and 
most importantly our 
children’s privacy, as we 
go through this difficult 
period.”

A representative for 
Berry did not imme-
diately respond to Fox 
News’ request for com-
ment.

TMZ previously report-
ed that the pair’s divorce was 

finalized in December 2016, 
with the two agreeing on shar-

ing physical and legal custody 
of their son, who is now 6.

But in May 2018, the site 
noted that Berry and Martin-
ez’s case was still active be-
cause they reportedly never 
filed a formal custody arrange-
ment and were due back in  
court.
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celebs

Across
1- Grad; 5- Mariners can sail on seven of these; 9- Fraternal org.; 13- Role for Lucy 
Lawless; 14- Ire; 16- Rod’s partner; 17- “Shane” star; 18- Gravy, for one; 19- The eyes 
have it; 20- “The Time Machine” race; 21- Sault ___ Marie; 22- Tiny; 24- ___-Ball; 26- It 
may be checkered; 27- Healing plants; 29- Entirety; 33- Unpaid; 34- One and only; 
35- Switch back?; 36- Stumblebum; 37- Sensational; 38- Assn.; 39- One hunted; 41- 
Architect Saarinen; 42- Capital of Yemen; 44- Sing for; 46- Cattail’s locale; 47- Lo-cal; 
48- Deeply moved; 49- Brewer Coors; 52- Alway; 53- They’re all charged up; 57- Gilpin 
of “Frasier”; 58- Ford flop; 60- Primer pet; 61- Enthusiastic vigor and liveliness; 62- 
Martini’s partner; 63- Helper; 64- Squealed; 65- “Pure Guava” band; 66- Nair rival;

Down 
1- Wheel shaft; 2- Sharon of “Boston Public”; 3- Word processing command; 4- 4th 
president of the U.S; 5- Talks back to; 6- Related on the mother’s side; 7- A shivering 
fit - often a precursor to malaria; 8- Not sweet; 9- Fragile; 10- Like a minx; 11- Trompe 
l’___; 12- Differently; 15- Associated; 23- This ___ stickup!; 25- Frat party staple; 26- 
Salk’s conquest; 27- Onto; 28- One in prison for good; 29- Baseball manager Joe; 
30- Golf clubs; 31- Law of Moses; 32- Eastern discipline; 33- Klutz’s cry; 34- Glove 
material; 37- Skin of animal; 40- Shouting; 42- Sucker; 43- Craftsperson; 45- Pinch; 
46- Large saltwater game fish; 48- Actress Witherspoon; 49- Primates with short 
tails or no tail; 50- Boxer Oscar ___ Hoya; 51- Algerian seaport; 52- “___ quam videri” 
(North Carolina’s motto); 54- Mayberry moppet; 55- Network point; 56- Editor’s note; 
59- Market indicator;

S U D O K U C R O S S W O R D

Yesterday’s solution
Yesterday’s solution

How to play
Place a number in the empty boxes in such 
a way that each row across, each column 
down and each 9-box square contains all 
of the numbers from one to nine. 

Kevin Hart reveals he tested 
positive for coronavirus 
Fox | Los Angeles

Kevin Hart revealed he tested positive 
for COVID-19 several months ago.

The 41-year-old comedian talked about 
his diagnosis while performing at Dave 
Chappelle’s comedy show “An Intimate So-
cially Distanced Affair” in Yellow Springs, 
Ohio, on Saturday.

“The problem is that I had it around 
the same time as Tom Hanks,” Hart said, 
according to Page Six. “And I couldn’t say 
anything because he’s more famous than 

I am.”
Chappelle reportedly spent 

$100,000 on coronavirus rapid 
testing for the outdoor shows 
he held over the summer. 
Other performers included 

Questlove, Bill Burr and 
Michelle Wolf.

Meanwhile, 
Hanks, 64, and 

his wife, Rita 
W i l s o n , 
confirmed 
they test-
e d  p o s -
itive for 
c o r o n a -
virus on 

March 11 

via Instagram while the actor was making 
a movie in Australia.

The couple spent time recovering in 
isolation at a hospital before returning 
to Los Angeles later that month. 
They have since donated their 
plasma to help doctors and 
scientists find a vaccine.

Hart has been spending 
most of his time during quar-
antine at home in Los Angeles. 
His wife, Eniko Hart, is expect-
ing their second child together 
and is due this month. They wel-
comed son, Kenzo, two years  
ago.

The Harts just celebrated 
their baby girl with a bo-
ho-chic baby shower. “All 
things beautiful for baby 
girl. #ShoweringBabyK 
#bohochic,” Eniko wrote 
on Instagram.

The “Jumanji” star also 
shares daughter Heaven, 
15, and son Hendrix, 12, 
with his ex-wife, Torrei 
Hart. They were married 
from 2003 to 2011.

A rep for Hart did not immedi-
ately respond to Fox News’ re-
quest for comment.

Cardi B claps back at 
critics of hit song ‘WAP’

Fox | Los Angeles

The rapper, 27, 
released “WAP” 
earlier this month 

and it debuted at 
No. 1 on the Billboard 

Hot 100, making it Cardi 
B’s fourth song to fill the 

spot. The song also extended 
her record as the fe-

male rapper with 
the most No. 1 

singles on the 
Billboard Hot 
100.

Since its 
r e l e a s e , 
the song, 
w h i c h 
features 
M e g a n 
T h e e 
S t a l l i o n 

and serves 
as a sexual 

e m p owe r m e n t 
a n t h e m ,  h a s 
come under fire 

for its expletives.
Despite the naysayers, Cardi 

stands by her song and has now 
spoken out in defense of the hip-
hop tune during an appearance 
on the “Kyle & Jakie O” radio 
show.

“The people that the song 
bothers are usually conserv-
atives or really religious, fake 
religious people,” explained the 
rapper, per Daily Mail.

Furthermore, the Bronx na-
tive said she finds the song to 
be in line with modern hip-hop.

“I grew up listening to this 
type of music, so to other people 
it might be strange and vulgar, 
but to me it’s almost really nor-
mal,” she said.

The star isn’t exactly known 
for her censorship, as every song 
on her debut album, “Invasion 
of Privacy,” comes with an ex-
pletive warning, including her 
breakout single “Bodak Yellow.”

As such, the star said that the 
song wasn’t meant for children, 
such as her own 2-year-old 

daughter Kulture, to hear.
“It’s like, no, of course, I don’t 

want my child to listen to this 
song and everything, but it’s 
like, it’s for adults,” said Cardi.

Despite some pushback from 
listeners, the song received mas-
sive critical praise.

The New York Times called 
the song “an event record that 
transcends the event itself” and 
called both Cardi and Megan 
“exuberant, sharp and extreme-
ly, extremely vividly detailed.”

The Los Angeles Times ex-
pressed similar sentiments, 
calling the tune a “sex-positive 
triumph,” again praising the 
rappers for their “exuberance.”

The song’s music video also 
featured Kylie Jenner, with 
some fans expressing their dis-
pleasure with her casting.

“Why did I put Kylie on my 
music video? She treated my 
sister [Hennessy] and daughter 
[Kulture] so lovely at her kid 
[Stormi‘s] bday party,” Cardi 
previously clapped back.

Ryan Reynolds to star in, co-

write Netflix comedy  ‘‘Upstate’’

Variety  | Los Angeles 

Ryan Reynolds is teaming with 

John August to co-write and ex-

ecutive produce the Netflix feature 

comedy “Upstate,” which is being de-

veloped as a starring vehicle for him.

Reynolds is executive producing 

through his Maximum Effort banner. 

August is also executive producing.

Reynolds and August col-

laborated on the 2007 sci-fi 

thriller “The Nines,” which 

premiered at the Sundance 

Film Festival. August di-

rected from his own script. 

Hope Davis, Melissa Mc-

Carthy and Elle Fan-

ning starred in the pic.

Re y n o l d s ,  b e s t 

known for starring in 

the two “Deadpool” 

movies ,  worked 

with Netflix on the 

action movie “6 

Underground,” 

and has  been 

shooting the streamer’s “Red No-

tice” with Gal Gadot and Dwayne 

Johnson. Reynolds is also starring in 

Lionsgate’s upcoming “The Hitman’s 

Wife’s Bodyguard” with Samuel L. 

Jackson and Salma Hayek.

Earlier this month, Reynolds came 

on board to produce and star in the 

monster comedy “Everyday Parent-

ing Tips” for Universal Pictures. The 

project is based on Simon Rich’s 

New Yorker humorous short story 

from May 2020.

August has extensive screenwrit-

ing credits, including “Charlie’s 

Angels,” “Big Fish,” “Charlie and the 

Chocolate Factory,” “Dark Shad-

ows” and Disney’s live-action 

adaptation of “Aladdin.” In 

2016, he was awarded the 

Writers Guild of Ameri-

ca West’s Valentine Davies 

Award for his contributions 

to the entertainment industry 

and the community at large. He 

also wrote the novel “Arlo Finch 

in the Valley of Fire.”

Keanu Reeves admits 
he ‘wanted to play 
Wolverine’ but jokes 
it’s ‘too late’
Fox | Los Angeles

Keanu Reeves is best known 
for his character Neo in 

the “Matrix” trilogy but the ac-
tor would have loved to have 
stepped into another role.

The actor, 55, revealed on 
Andy Cohen’s SiriusXM radio 
show that he dreamed of playing 
Wolverine, the character from 
the X-Men superhero franchise 
portrayed by Hugh Jackman.

Reeves said, “I always wanted 
to play Wolverine.”

Alex Winter, Reeves’ co-star 
in “Bill & Ted Face the Music,” 
chimed in, “It’s not too late. 
It’s not too late for Keanu 
to play Wolverine. I’m 
just going to leave that 
there.”

C o h e n  a s k e d , 
“Keanu is that real? 
Did you really want 
to play Wolverine?”

“Frank Miller’s 
Wolverine?” re-
plied Reeves. “For 
sure.”

Cardi B Kevin Hart

Halle Berry Ryan Reynolds Keanu Reeves



Pakistan captain Azhar proud despite series defeat
AFP | London

Pakistan captain Azhar Ali 
insisted there were “lots of 

positives” for his side despite 
their 1-0 series loss to England.

A three-match contest in 
which both the second and 
third Tests at Southampton 
were weather-affected draws 
ultimately hinged on England’s 
three-wicket win in the series 
opener at Old Trafford.

Pakistan who had not played 
international cricket for several 
months because of COVID-19, 
were the better side for much 
of the time in Manchester until, 
having reduced England to 117-
5 chasing a target of 277, they 
were undone by a partnership 
of 139 between Jos Buttler and 
Chris Woakes.

But even though this was Pa-
kistan’s first series defeat by 
England in a decade, the like of 
opening batsman Shan Masood, 
who made 156 in Manchester, 
and the pace trio of Shaheen 
Afridi, Mohammad Abbas and 
Naseem Shah all impressed at 
different stages.

It was wicketkeeper Moham-
mad Rizwan, however, who was 
named Pakistan’s man of the 
series following an outstanding 
campaign behind the stumps 
that also saw him score 336 
runs, including two fifties, at 
an average of over 40.

“There is great regret (at los-
ing the first Test) but congratu-
lations to England,” said Azhar 
following the finish of the third 
Test on Tuesday.

“There were lots of positives 
in our team -- we played com-
petitive cricket throughout the 
series. There is room for im-
provement but as a team I am 
proud of how we fought.”

‘Under pressure’ 
Azhar, much criticised for 

his tactics during Buttler and 
Woakes’ decisive stand, man-
aged just 38 runs in the first 

two Tests.
But the 35-year-old top-order 

batsman responded with an un-
beaten 141 in the first innings of 
the third Test, keeping England 
at bay during a century-part-
nership with Rizwan after Pa-
kistan had collapsed to 75-5 at 
the Ageas Bowl.

During his innings, Azhar 
become just the fifth Pakistani 
after Younis Khan (the current 
squad’s batting coach), Javed 
Miandad, Inzamam-ul-Haq 
and Mohammad Yousuf to have 
scored 6,000 Test runs

“The first two Tests were 

tough for me, I was under a 
lot of pressure, I tried to keep 
things simple and it worked,” 
Azhar told the BBC. “I was 
getting stuck with my front 
foot a lot, committing too 
early, I worked on it with my  
coaches.”

Meanwhile Azhar was proud 
of the way Pakistan, as the West 
Indies had in a 2-1 defeat by Eng-
land that marked international 
cricket’s return from lockdown 
last month, played their part in 
a behind closed doors campaign 
that might have been scuppered 
completely by the coronavirus 
pandemic.

“It’s been a fantastic series 
under the circumstances, hats 
off to the organisers who did it 
in such a short time, at least we 
got cricket going and people 
could at least watch on TV,” he 
said.

Guardiola could 
build Manchester 
City around Messi 
- Rivaldo

Reuters | London

Pep Guardiola could re-
build his Manchester 

City team around Lionel 
Messi if the Argentine gets 
his wish and leaves Barcelo-
na, according to former Nou 
Camp great Rivaldo.

Rivaldo hopes the two 
parties can reach a compro-
mise but while he would 
be sad to see Messi leave 
Barcelona after almost two 
decades, during which he 
has helped them win 10 La 
Liga titles and four Champi-
ons Leagues, he thinks City 
would be a good choice.

“Barcelona don’t want 
to lose their best player for 
nothing, so they’ll try to 
convince the player to stay 
or agree to let him leave if 
they receive a good offer 
from another club,” Rival-
do said in an interview for 
bookmakers Betfair.

“It will be a sad ending 
for Messi’s story with Bar-
celona if the things remain 
this way, but this is football 
and sometimes things don’t 
run according to our expec-
tations.

“Manchester City could 
be Messi’s best option as 
his next club. He’s 33 but his 
quality and talent are both 
unquestionable and I think 
he still has a few more years 
at the top.”

Vardy signs contract 
extension at Leicester
AFP | London

Jamie Vardy has signed a 
one-year contract exten-

sion at Leicester City that 
will take him beyond his 36th 
birthday, the club announced  
yesterday.

The Foxes have rewarded 
the striker after he scored 23 
goals to claim the Premier 
League’s Golden Boot last 
season.

The deal will take Vardy, 
33, to the end of the 2022/23 
season.

Vardy said: “The journey that 
I’ve been on with this football 
club is hard to describe, and al-
though we’ve accomplished so 
much together already, I know 
that I’ve got so much more to 
achieve with this team, so it’s 
a special feeling to be able to 
commit my future to Leicester 
City once again.”

The forward was signed 
from then non-league Fleet-
wood Town in 2012.

He has scored 129 goals in 
309 appearances for Leicester 
and is fourth on the club’s all-
time scoring charts.

Leicester finished fifth in 
the Premier League and will 
play in the Europa League next 
season.

Midfielder James Maddi-
son signed a new four-year 
deal this week and Nampalys 
Mendy also agreed a contract 
extension.

But England left-back Ben 
Chilwell is expected to join 
Frank Lampard’s Chelsea.

Flustered Williams crashes out
Serena Williams was sent spinning out of the Western and Southern Open by Maria Sakkari

• Djokovic cruises 
into quarter-finals with 
win over Sandgren

AFP  | New York

An out-of-gas Serena Wil-
liams crashed out of the 
Western & Southern 

Open on Tuesday, losing in three 
sets to 13th seeded Maria Sakka-
ri 5-7, 7-6 (7/5), 6-1 in New York.

The 23-time Grand Slam win-
ner finished with a whimper at 
the end of the two-hour, 17-min-
ute match as Sakkari clinched 
the victory with a backhand 
down the line that a dejected 
Williams just watched without 
making an effort to move.

At other points in the match, 
Williams flung her racket into 
the spectator-less stands and re-
buked the chair umpire for slap-
ping her with a time violation.

Sakkari, of Greece, advanc-
es to the quarter-finals of the 
no-spectator event where she 
will face Johanna Konta who 
cruised past Vera Zvonareva in 
straight sets 6-4, 6-2.

The joint WTA and ATP tour-
nament was moved from Cin-
cinnati to New York where the 
same quarantine bubble will 
house the US Open starting on 
August 31.

It was the second straight 
two-hour-plus match for Wil-
liams who at 38 was trying to 
become the oldest winner of the 
event. She still holds the record, 
having won this event in 2015 
at age 33.

Williams survived a scare in 
her opening match, prevailing 
in a two hour, 48-minute mara-
thon over qualifier Arantxa Rus. 
It was her longest match since 
2012.

“It is hard to play the way I 
have been playing and stay pos-
itive,” Williams said. “To play 
nine hours in a week is too 
much. I don’t usually play like 
that. It is all new for me.”

Williams made seven double 
faults and won just 66 percent 
of her first serve points against 
Sakkari. 

After losing the second set in a 
tiebreaker she tossed her racket 
over her shoulder into the empty 
stands behind her.

Williams, who has lost her 
cool at events in New York be-
fore, also admonished chair um-
pire, Aurelie Tourte of France, 
during a changeover for calling 
a time violation for slow play.

“I am walking all the way to 
get my towels... I mean, I am 
getting my own towels. That’s 

not fair,” said Williams.
“You didn’t give me a warn-

ing. I am actually a really fast 
player. Next time you warn me. 
I’m done.”

The ball people usually get the 
towels for the players but not in 
the COVID-19 bubble.

On the men’s side, world No. 
1 Novak Djokovic won his 20th 
straight match of 2020 with a 
hard-fought 6-2, 6-4 victory over 
Tennys Sandgren.

Djokovic, who captured the 
Australian Open in February, 
needed six match points to 
tough out the straight sets vic-
tory and reach the quarter-finals 
of the hardcourt tournament.

Djokovic breezed through 
the final game by winning four 
straight points, closing it out 
with a cross-court forehand 

winner to take it in 88 minutes 
on Tuesday.

“All in all it was a great per-
formance,” said Djokovic. “I felt 
better and played better than 
last night. I am going in a great 
direction.”

American Sandgren, who is 
ranked 55th in the world, made 
the Serb work for the victory as 
he survived five match points in 
the ninth game of the second set.

Djokovic advances to the 
quarters where he will play Ger-
man Jan-Lennard Struff, who 
defeated seventh seed David 
Goffin 6-4, 3-6, 6-4.

Djokovic had pulled out of 
doubles on Sunday with pain in 
his neck, but did not appear to 
be bothered by the injury against 
Sandgren.

“The neck is doing well,” he 

said.
Also on the men’s side, 

hard-serving Canadian Milos 
Raonic routed Brit Andy Murray 
6-2, 6-2 and third seeded Daniil 
Medvedev, of Russia, swept past 
Aljaz Bedene 6-3, 6-3.

In other women’s action, 
fourth seeded Naomi Osaka 
rolled over Dayana Yastremska 
in straight sets 6-3, 6-1 to ad-
vance.

Osaka, who is the only top 10 
player left in the women’s draw, 
clinched the victory when Yas-
tremska was called for a foot 
fault while serving on match 
point.

Japan’s Osaka blasted eight 
aces, won 83 percent of her first 
serve points and broke Yastrem-
ska’s serve four times.

Osaka moves to the quarter-fi-
nals where she will face Anett 
Kontaveit, who defeated Marie 
Bouzkova 6-3, 6-3.

Yastremska, who at 20 was the 
youngest player left in the field, 
made six double faults and won 
just 38 percent of her second 
serves.
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There were lots 
of positives in our 
team -- we played 

competitive cricket 
throughout the series. 

There is room for 
improvement but as 
a team I am proud of 

how we fought
AZHAR ALI

Jamie Vardy

Serena Williams leaves the court after her match

Pep Guardiola watches Lionel Messi 
of during a match (file photo)

It was the second 
straight two-hour-

plus match for 
Williams who at 38 

was trying to become 
the oldest winner of 
Western & Southern 
Open. She still holds 
the record, having 

won this event in 2015 
at age 33

KNOW WHAT

129
goals have been scored 

by Jamie Vardy in 
309 appearances for 

Leicester and is fourth 
on the club’s all-time 

scoring charts

Azhar Ali plays a shot during the match



Barca in new turmoil after 
Messi says he wants to leave

Lionel Messi’s lawyers reportedly sent Barcelona a fax in which they announced his desire to rescind his 
contract by triggering a release clause

• Messi has grown 
increasingly unhappy in 
the last 12 months with 
how the club is being 
run under president 
Josep Maria Bartomeu

Reuters | Barcelona

Captain Lionel Messi has 
told Barcelona he wish-
es to leave the club im-

mediately, a source confirmed, 
deepening the turmoil within 
the Catalan side less than two 
weeks after their humiliating 8-2 
defeat by Bayern Munich.

The source said the club re-
ceived a burofax from Messi’s 
lawyers declaring that the play-
er, who has spent his entire ca-
reer at Barca, wished to leave. 
A burofax is a service used in 
Spain to urgently dispatch a doc-
ument through a certified email, 
which issues a digital certificate 
with legal validity.

The club subsequently sent 
Messi a burofax, stating they 
wanted him to stay and finish 
his career at Barca, added the 
source.

A second source added that 
the burofax Messi’s lawyers sent 
referred to a clause in the last 
contract the 33-year-old Argen-
tine signed with the club in 2017 
which allowed him to leave for 
free, a clause that expired on 
June 10 this year.

Under the terms of the con-
tract which expires in 2021, the 
only way Messi can leave with-
out the club’s consent is if a rival 
side pays his release clause of 
700 million euros (629.7 million 
pounds).

“The club considers that the 
contract is fully binding until 
30 June 2021,” added the second 
source.

The Argentine’s request to 
leave Barca comes a day after 
Spanish media reported that 
new coach Ronald Koeman told 
Messi’s close friend and strike 
partner, Luis Suarez, that he 

does not wish the Uruguayan to 
stay at the club.

Other reports said that Chile-
an midfielder Arturo Vidal, Cro-
atian midfielder Ivan Rakitic 
and French defender Samuel 
Umtiti have also been told they 
are no longer wanted.

Barca are in the midst of over-
hauling their squad following 
the 8-2 defeat by Bayern in the 
Champions League quarter-fi-
nals earlier this month, which 
condemned the club to a tro-
phyless season for the first time 
in 12 years.

Messi, who has been named 

world player of the year a record 
six times, has grown increasing-
ly unhappy in the last 12 months 
with how the club is being run 
under president Josep Maria 
Bartomeu.

In February, he lashed out 
at then sporting director Eric 
Abidal on social media and a 
couple of months later turned 
his anger on the club hierar-
chy for the way in which play-
ers were forced to take a pay 
cut to cope with the finan-
cial hit of the coronanvirus  
pandemic.

After Barca surrendered the 

La Liga title to Real Madrid in 
July, Messi slammed the team as 
being “weak” and “vulnerable” 
during an uncharacteristically 
fiery post-match interview.

Former Barca captain Carles 
Puyol backed Messi’s wish to 
leave the club by writing on 
Twitter: “Respect and admira-
tion, Leo. You have all my sup-
port, friend.”

Ex-Barca president Joan 
Laporta blamed Bartomeu for 
the stance taken by Messi.

“Bartomeu and his board 
should quit immediately. They 
have undermined Messi to save 
them from the sporting and fi-
nancial mess they have created. 
If they quit there might be some 
hope that Messi stays at Barca,” 
he tweeted.

Jose Mourinho told Harry Kane he could 
help make him ‘movie star’ footballer
AFP | London

Jose Mourinho told Harry 
Kane that he wanted to help 

make him a global superstar 
after the Portuguese manager’s 
appointment at Tottenham.

Jose Mourinho told Harry 
Kane that he wanted to help 
make him a global superstar 
after the Portuguese manager’s 
appointment at Tottenham.

Mourinho called England 
captain Kane into his office in 
his third day in the job after he 
replaced Mauricio Pochettino in 
the Spurs hotseat in November 
last year.

A scene in Amazon Prime 
Video’s upcoming documentary 
“All or Nothing”, which airs on 
Monday, shows Mourinho sit-
ting down with his star striker, 
who was a close confidant of the 
sacked Pochettino, and telling 
him how they could be good for 
each other.

“I saw you training yesterday 
and I have no doubts that you 
are a leader,” said Mourinho. 
“That is my feeling. The world 
looks to English football with 

an incredible respect but they 
still think that the movie stars of 
football belong to other places.

“We have to build also your 
status in that direction. My pro-
file, I am little bit like that as a 
coach. My dimension is univer-
sal and by being with me I think 
I can help you.”

Mourinho told Kane he had 
better players at his disposal 
than he had at his former club, 
Manchester United, saying 
Spurs had the potential to “ex-
plode”.

The Amazon documentary 
begins with Spurs’ poor start to 
the 2019/20 campaign, leading 

to Pochettino’s sacking.
Chairman Daniel Levy, who 

had a close relationship with 
the Argentine, said there had 
been “a lot of heartache” over 
the decision to sack Pochettino.

Mourinho did not let the 
cameras affect his management 
style.

In one of his early speeches 
to his team he accused them of 
being too nice, using a string of 
expletives to urge his players to 
show some mettle.

Misbah hopes England 
visit Pakistan ‘soon’
AFP | London

Pakistan coach Misbah-ul-
Haq said he hoped Eng-

land would tour the country 
“soon” after his side travelled 
to Britain during the coronavi-
rus pandemic.

England have not visited 
Pakistan since 2005/06. An 
attack by armed militants on 
Sri Lanka’s team bus in Lahore 
in 2009 ended major cricket 
tours for a decade.

But other countries have 
since made the trip, with Eng-
land scheduled to return in 
2022.

Pakistan Cricket Board chief 
executive Wasim Khan has 
urged England to tour even 
before then and Misbah, in 
a column for the PCB’s web-
site published yesterday, said: 
“Looking into the future, we 
would really appreciate Eng-
land visiting Pakistan soon.”

He pointed out the sides that 
had toured recently, including 
Sri Lanka and Bangladesh, and 
said a number of England play-
ers had appeared in the Paki-
stan Super League, a Twenty20 
competition.

“Players from all over the 
world now know about the 
levels of security Pakistan 
can provide and how much 
they will be welcomed,” said 
Misbah, who is also Pakistan’s 
chief selector.

A draw in the third Test at 
Southampton condemned 
Pakistan to a 1-0 series loss 
on Tuesday ahead of a three-
match Twenty20 series start-
ing later this week in Man-
chester, which will also be 
played behind closed doors.

Pakistan and the West In-
dies, who played a three-Test 
series in England last month, 
are two of cricket’s financially 
poorer leading international 
sides.

I saw you training 
yesterday and I have 
no doubts that you 
are a leader .That 
is my feeling. The 

world looks to English 
football with an 

incredible respect 
but they still think 

that the movie stars 
of football belong to 

other places
JOSE MOURINHO
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Versatile Spain 
forward Rodrigo 
signs for Leeds from 
Valencia

Reuters | Madrid

Leeds United have agreed 
to sign Spain forward 

Rodrigo Moreno from Va-
lencia ahead of their return 
to the Premier League after 
a 16-year absence, the Span-
ish side said on Tuesday.

The club’s statement did 
not mention a transfer fee 
or how long the contract at 
Leeds would be, although 
reports in the Spanish me-
dia said the English club 
would pay Valencia around 
30 million euros plus 10 mil-
lion in variables.

“Valencia have reached an 
agreement in principle with 
Leeds United for the trans-
fer of Rodrigo, subject to 
the player passing a medical 
and all documentation and 
formalities being complet-
ed,” said the La Liga side.

Known by his first name 
Rodrigo, he scored 59 goals 
in 220 games for Valencia. 
He is the latest high-profile 
player to leave after captain 
Dani Parejo and Francis Co-
quelin left for rival Villar-
real this month, sparking 
fresh protests against owner 
Peter Lim.

Misbah-ul-Haq

Tottenham Hotspur’s head coach Jose Mourinho congratulates striker Harry 
Kane after a match (file photo)

Barcelona’s Argentinian forward Lionel Messi walks on the pitch during the UEFA Champions League quarter-final football 
match between Barcelona and Bayern Munich

KNOW WHAT

Under the terms of the 
contract which expires 
in 2021, the only way 
Messi can leave with-
out the club’s consent 
is if a rival side pays 

his release clause 
of 700 million euros 

(629.7 million pounds)

Rodrigo Moreno
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59
goals were scored by 
Rodrigo in 220 games 

for Valencia


