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Hajj reaches peak
Pilgrims pray on Mount Arafat

• More than 50,000 
healthcare staff and 
3,000 ambulances 
were deployed to help 
pilgrims in need

• After Mount Arafat, 
pilgrims will spend the 
night in Muzdalifah, 
where they will 
collect pebbles for 
the symbolic “stoning 
of the devil” ritual in 
Mina, starting today

AFP | Mount Arafat, Saudi 
Arabia

Huge numbers of pil-
grims  prayed on Mount 
Arafat yesterday at the 

climax of the hajj pilgrimage, 
defying searing temperatures 
under the desert sun as they 
fulfilled a lifelong dream.

From daybreak, thousands 
of white-robed wor-

shippers recited Quranic vers-
es on the 70-metre (230 feet) 
rocky hill near Mecca, where 
the Prophet Mohammed is be-
lieved to have delivered his last 
sermon.

Volunteers handed out bot-
tles of water, parasols and food 
packages to the tens of thou-
sands of pilgrims as they made 
their way toward Mount Arafat, 
as helicopters buzzed overhead 
regularly.

"It is an indescribable feel-
ing," said Ahmed Abu al-Ezz, a 
35-year-old Egyptian engineer, 
as he approached Mount Arafat 
for the first time.

More than 1.5 million people 
have joined the hajj this year 
under the shadow of the Middle 
East war sparked by US-Israeli 
strikes on Iran.

During the fighting, Tehran 
retaliated with 
w a v e s  o f 
d r o n e 
a n d 

ballistic missile strikes, hitting 
major infrastructure and energy 
installations across the Gulf, 
including in Saudi Arabia.

More than 30,000 Iranians 
have made the journey, about 
a third of the 86,000 originally 
expected. Iran's IRNA state news 
agency said the "wartime situa-
tion" explained the drop.

Despite the war, Saudi of-
ficials said over the weekend 
that more pilgrims had travelled 
from abroad this year than in 
2025.

Blistering sun
With temperatures hitting 44 

degrees in Mecca in recent days, 
Saudi authorities have urged 
pilgrims to drink plenty of water 
and protect themselves from the 
sun during the mostly outdoor 
rituals, which can take 
five days 

or more to complete.
Scientists say human-driven 

climate change is amplifying ex-
treme weather events, including 
intense summer heatwaves in 
many parts of the globe.

Since men are prohibited 
from wearing hats during hajj, 
many carry umbrellas to try to 
keep the blistering sun at bay.

More than 50,000 healthcare 
staff and 3,000 ambulances 
were deployed to help pilgrims 
in need, the Saudi health min-
istry said.

After Mount Arafat, pilgrims 
will spend the night in Muzdali-
fah, where they will collect peb-
bles for the symbolic "stoning of 
the devil" ritual in Mina, start-
ing on Wednesday.

Pilgrims pray on Saudi Arabia’s Mount 
Arafat, also known as Jabal al-Rahma 

or Mount of Mercy, during the 
climax of the Hajj 

pilgrimage 
early

A vendor displays stuffed sheep toys outside his shop on the eve of the Eid 
al-Adha holiday in the Israeli-occupied West Bank city of Nablus. Eid al-Adha 
marks the end of the Hajj pilgrimage to Mecca and commemorates the 
Prophet Abraham’s willingness to sacrifice his son as an act of obedience to 
God, with the ritual centred on the slaughter of livestock.

    Symbols of sacrifice

Drones shield 
pilgrims from 
extreme heat

AFP | Mount Arafat, Saudi 
Arabia

With temperatures hit-
ting 45C in Mecca this 

week, Saudi health workers 
have increasingly relied on 
drones to supply a vast array 
of medical clinics treating 
heat-stressed pilgrims dur-
ing the hajj.

The rituals at the hajj have 
been a constant for centuries.

But technology is rapidly 
changing the experience for 
pilgrims and officials alike -- 
with AI, UAVs and mobile apps 
providing crucial services, 
logistical support and help-
ing manage the mammoth 
crowds.

Rather than relying on con-
gested roads filled with over 
1.5 million pilgrims, drones in 
particular have proven to be 
a technological remedy for 
helping keep the 127 clinics 
spread across Mecca, Mina 
and Arafat adequately pro-
visioned.

"The main goal is to pro-
vide fast service to the guests 
of God during the season," 
Fahd Al-Bathi, the chief op-
erating officer at the National 
Unified Procurement Com-
pany (NUPCO), told AFP.

Preparations for the med-
ical needs of the hajj season 
began nine months ago.

Standing before a col-
our-coded map of medical 
centres dotting the area, the 
NUPCO operations officer 
Turki Al-Obaidi said his 
teams work around the clock 
during the hajj.

"Our teams must ensure 
we reach patients as quickly 

as possible. This is a crucial 
factor with these extremely 
large crowds," he added.

Before the adoption of 
drones, drivers could spend 
over an hour en route to clin-
ics running low on supplies.

Now, authorities have cen-
tralised operations around 
a sprawling centre that sup-
plies drones with medica-
tions and other necessities.

"We are seeking to in-
tegrate new innovations 
through which we can ensure 
that medical supplies arrive 
safely, as quickly as possible, 
and with the highest quality," 
said Bathi.

In the operations room -- 
equipped with a giant data 
screen -- staff carefully track 
drone deliveries, while other 
employees use electric scoot-
ers to get around faster.

Drones are part of a grow-
ing arsenal of technology-led 
solutions aiming to better 
manage the hajj and the chal-
lenges presented by the sear-
ing desert climate.

Artificial intelligence has 
been deployed to help mon-
itor the footage from thou-
sands of cameras in and 
around the holy city of Mec-
ca.

The new solutions help 
supplement more traditional 
methods to manage the heat, 
which include giant fans, 
trucks distributing free wa-
ter and mist systems that help 
cool crowds.

"Heat exhaustion is one of 
the main issues" during the 
hajj, said Saudi health official 
Jamil Abu Al-Aynayn.

"We maintain a high and 
rapid level of readiness."

Drones have been deployed to help supply clinics at the hajj

UK has hottest day in May on 
record at 35C: Met Office
London, United Kingdom

The UK yesterday saw an-
other record broken for 

the hottest day in May, with 
the temperature reaching 35C 

near London, the Met Office 
said.

This broke a record regis-
tered on Monday when the 
mercury rose to 33.5C follow-
ing days of unusual heat.

Record temps as spring heat wave bakes Europe
• People across 
western Europe 
swarmed beaches, 
braved the streets 
clutching handheld 
fans and umbrellas 
to fend off the sun

AFP | London, United Kingdom

Residents of western Europe 
turned to fans and fountains 

as they sweltered through a re-
cord-breaking heat wave Tues-
day, with temperatures set to 
soar even further.

Hit by a so-called “heat dome” 
of warm air from northern Afri-
ca that is pushing the mercury 

well above normal levels for 
May, some Europeans even ad-
mitted they were considering 
getting air conditioning, in a 
region famously averse.

Baking in a bright London 
sun, 47-year-old Gurjit Gill, who 
works in banking, said he was 
happy to be going into work -- 
because of the air con.

“I’m thinking about actually 
maybe getting an AC unit, be-
cause the bedrooms at night-
time are quite unbearable,” he 
told AFP.

People across western Eu-
rope swarmed beaches, braved 
the streets clutching handheld 
fans and umbrellas to fend off 
the sun, and went for a dip or 
splashed themselves wherever 
they could -- including Rome’s 

Barcaccia fountain and the 
bubblers in the Jardin du Palais 
Royal in Paris.

In France, which 
also logged its 
h o t t e s t- e v-
er May day 
M o n d a y 
and then 
a g a i n  o n 
T u e s d a y , 
the weather 
agency said the heat 
wave could last 
through the week, 
predicting tempera-
tures could go as high 
as 39C in some areas.

Scientists say hu-
man-driven climate 
change is amplifying 
such extremes, with 
weather events like 
heatwaves, droughts 
and floods becoming 
more intense and fre-
quent.

“This record-breaking 
heat has the fingerprints 
of climate change all 
over it,” said Friederike 
Otto, a professor of cli-
mate science at Imperial 
College London.

“Temperatures on this scale 
were once exceptional even at 

the height of summer... But 
the science is very clear 

-- climate change 
m a k e s  t h e s e 

heatwaves hot-
ter, longer and 

far more fre-
quent.”

Swiss tourist 
Philippe Bign-
ens, 56, visiting 
L o n d o n  w i t h 
his father, told 
AFP they had to 
change plans 
and retreat to 
their hotel to 
avo i d  b e i n g 
outside at the 
hottest time of 

day.
“If you’re not con-

cerned about global 
warming, you must 

be deaf, blind al-
together, right? 

So it is there, 
yes. We have 
t o  b e  c o n -

cerned and try to 
do something about 
it,” he said.
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HISTORY
Habeas Corpus Act passes in 
England, strengthening a per-
son’s right to challenge unlawful 
arrest and imprisonment

Saint Petersburg (Len-
ingrad) is founded by 

Russian Tsar Peter the 
Great

Heinrich Schliemann discov-
ers “Priam’s Treasure” a cache 
of gold and other objects in 
Hisarlik (Troy) in Anatolia

Japanese fleet destroys the Russian 
Baltic Fleet in the Battle of Tsushima, 

the only decisive clash between 
modern steel battleships in history.
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Delighted to receive 
M r.  To s h i m i t s u 

Motegi, Minister for 
Foreign Affairs of Japan. 
Reaffirmed the vital role 
of the India-Japan Spe-
cial Strategic and Global 
Partnership in advanc-
ing peace, stability and 
prosperity across the In-
do-Pacific and beyond.

@narendramodi

I want to praise the resil-
ience of the Baltic peo-

ple. You have responded 
with calm and responsi-
bility. And with a clear 
message to Russia:You 
will fail.

@vonderleyen

Our independence is 
built through our 

electricity. In Belfort, in 
2022, I set the course: 
gradually phasing out 
fossil fuels through de-
carbonized electricity 
produced in France. To 
achieve this, the entire 
French electrification 
team is mobilizing. It’s 
very concrete:

@EmmanuelMacron

I strongly condemn the 
explosion targeting a 

train in Pakistan.Terror-
ism in all its forms is un-
acceptable.The perpetra-
tors must be identified 
& brought to justice.The 
@UN stands in solidari-
ty with the people & the 
Government of Pakistan.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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Dan Brown’s New Book 
and Neurotech

Released 
simultaneously in 

16 languages, in 
September 2025, 

it started at the 
No. 1 position 

on the New York 
Times Best Sellers 

list and stayed 
there for over 

17 consecutive 
weeks.

What is Noetic Science? Neurotechnology? Brain-Com-
puter Interfaces (BCI)?

We may not get full answers to these questions. 
But, in Dan Brown’s latest book, ‘Secret of Secrets,’ there is 
enough information to pique our interest.

Released simultaneously in 16 languages, in September 2025, 
it started at the No. 1 position on the New York Times Best Sell-
ers list and stayed there for over 17 consecutive weeks.

Such is the popularity of Dan Brown that his novels now num-
ber an astounding 250 
million copies in print, in 
56 languages.

A n d  s u c h  wa s  t h e 
growing anticipation of 
his readers, for this new 
book – as he hadn’t writ-
ten one for eight years — 
that it sold at astonishing 
speed. It was pre-ordered 
three months in advance, 
and flew off the bookstore 
shelves.

I had not pre-ordered 
it, and was upset that 
none of the bookshops in 
Bahrain had had it during 
September. My daughter 
sent a copy from India, 
through a friend.

“The hallmarks of Dan’s 
books -- codes, art, his-
tory, religion, and cut-
ting-edge science – are on 
full display alongside a propulsive plot,” said Nihar 
Malaviya, CEO of publisher Penguin Random House 
(PRH) Global, at its launch. And, now that I’ve read 
it, I fully agree with him.

But, “there’s nothing in Brown’s new novel to rival the cen-
tury-spanning Eurocentric conspiracy in The Da Vinci Code,” 
says Laura Miller’s review in the online magazine, Slate. And 
I agree with her, too.

Yes. I was a tad disappointed, like perhaps many other fans, 
because it did not live up to our expectations. In a way, he must 
be blamed. His tight plots with sudden twists used to keep us 
on tenterhooks. And we cannot expect anything less.

So, why am I not giving five stars? Simple. It feels less like a 
Robert Langdon thriller and more like a TED Talk in disguise. 
There’s less mystery, less Langdon, and a lot more science, 
technology, and brainy conversations. At times, it reads more 
like a “Web of Science” article than a fast-paced fiction novel.

We know that Dan Brown’s grip on new-age tech is just as 
good as it’s on art and culture, and history and literature. In this 
book, he shows us that the blending of human consciousness 
and future-tech is imminent.

(The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author and 
do not necessarily reflect the official policy or position of the Daily Tribune)

Rubio sees deal 
despite Iran attack

• Iran media says 
negotiators seek $24bn 
asset release in US deal

AFP | Tehran, Iran

An attack targeting Ira-
nian missile sites and 
m i n e - l a y i n g  b o a t s 

spiked tensions and threatened 
a deal to end the war, despite 
Secretary of State Marco Rubio 
claiming that an agreement re-
mained within reach.

Iran accused the United 
States of breaching their cease-
fire yesterday and warned it 
was ready to retaliate after 
overnight US strikes target-
ing Iranian missile sites and 
mine-laying boats threatened 
a deal to end the war.

According to the maritime 
safety monitor UKMTO, a blast 
damaged a tanker on the wa-
terline off Oman -- although 
the crew and vessel were re-
portedly safe after what was 
described as an “external 
explosion”.

Iranian state me-
dia reported over-
night blasts in the 
southern port city 
of Bandar Abbas, 
near the Strait of 
Hormuz, and the 
country’s Rev-
olution-
a r y 

Guards Corps said its forces 
had downed a US drone enter-
ing its airspace and had fired at 
an F-35 fighter jet.

Tim Hawkins, a spokesman 
for US Central Command, 
said: “US forces conducted 

self-defence strikes 
in southern Iran 
today to protect 
our troops from 
threats posed by 

Iranian forces.”
He gave few de-

tails of the attacks 
and said only that 

the targets included 
missile launch sites 
and boats trying to 
“emplace mines.”

“ T h e r e  w e r e 
some talks going 

on in Qatar today, 
so we’ll see if we 
can make pro-
gress. I think 

it’s a lot of talking back and 
forth going on about specific 
language in the initial docu-
ment, so it’ll take a few days,” 
Rubio told reporters, during a 
visit to India.

He said the strait was “going 
to be open one way or the oth-
er,” adding: “What’s happening 
there is unlawful, it’s illegal, it’s 
unsustainable for the world, it’s 
unacceptable.”

Tasnim news agency said 
Tehran’s  negotiators  are 
seeking the release of frozen 
assets, with half to be made 
available once an initial mem-
orandum of understanding is  
signed.

“Iran’s frozen assets are to 
be released during the course 
of the negotiations, and this 
amount is estimated at $24 
billion in accordance with the 
14-point memorandum of un-
derstanding,” Tasnim said.

Internet restored
In better news for Irani-

ans, internet connectivity 
saw a “partial restoration” 
after nearly three months of 
blackout, monitor NetBlocks 
said on Tuesday, calling it the 
“longest nationwide internet 
shutdown in modern 
history”.

In another de-
velopment, China, 
Washington’s great 
power rival and a 
major energy import-
er, expressed concern.

“ W e  u r g e 
the parties 
concerned 

to fulfil their ceasefire com-
mitments, resolve disputes 
through peaceful means... and 
promote the early restoration 
of peace,” foreign ministry 
spokeswoman Mao Ning told  
reporters.

On Tuesday, Israel warned 
Lebanese civilians to evac-

uate the southern city of 
Nabatieh before an AFP 

correspondent report-
ed fresh strikes there 
and plumes of smoke 

rising from various 
locations.

“US forces conducted self-defence strikes in southern 
Iran today to protect our troops from threats posed by 

Iranian forces.”

Oil rose back above $100 a barrel yesterday, after 
fresh US strikes on Iran dashed hopes of a Middle 

East breakthrough, with experts saying that whatever 
the outcome of peace talks, the global energy market 

may now be past the “point of no return”.

Above $100

Trump to meet cabinet 
at Camp David on Iran

Agencies

President Trump will hold a 
Cabinet meeting at Camp 

David today, a White House 
official and sources familiar 
with the matter confirmed to 
CBS News. 

All Cabinet members, includ-
ing outgoing Director of Na-

tional Intelligence Tulsi Gab-
bard, who leaves her post on 
June 30, are expected to attend, 
a White House official told CBS 
News. 

The official said they will 
discuss “recent successes of 
the administration including 
economy and small business 
wins, Task Force to Eliminate 

Fraud highlights, and foreign 
policy updates.” 

Official noted the meeting 
location at Camp David is con-
tingent on the weather — Mr. 
Trump usually travels to Camp 
David by Marine One, but if 
the weather is bad they could 
scrap the trip and change the 
location.

Britain’s King Charles III looks at equipment as he visits a 
conservation initiative to humanely control grey squirrel numbers, 
at the Animal and Plant Health Agency, in Sand Hutton, North 
Yorkshire, north-east England


