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UAE Reaffirms Strong Ties

Highlighting the importance 
of bilateral coordination and 
ongoing high-level engagement, 
His Royal Highness Prince Sal-
man bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the 
Crown Prince and Prime Min-
ister, received His Excellency 
Fahad Mohammed Salem Kar-
dous Alameri, Ambassador of 
the United Arab Emirates to the 
Kingdom of Bahrain, at Riffa 
Palace.

During the meeting, HRH 
the Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister also acknowledged 
the UAE’s continued supportive 
initiatives under the leadership 
of HH Sheikh Mohamed bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, noting that 
these initiatives reflect his deep 
appreciation for Bahrain and 
consistently contribute to the 
Kingdom’s development and 
progress.

His Royal Highness under-
scored the strong and historic 
ties between Bahrain and the 
UAE, which the close relation-
ship between His Majesty King 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa and 
His Highness Sheikh Mohamed 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President 
of the UAE, continues to rein-
force.

HRH Prince Salman bin Ham-
ad emphasised that the values of 
generosity, loyalty, and shared 
Arab identity embodied by 
the UAE leadership reflect the 
strength of bilateral relations, 
describing the partnership as a 
model of unity, cooperation, and 
mutual support.

The UAE Ambassador ex-
pressed his appreciation for 
His Royal Highness’s efforts to 
strengthen bilateral relations, 
and conveyed his best wishes 
for Bahrain’s continued pro-
gress and prosperity.

Bahrain Boosts Health
Collaboration

His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al 

Khalifa, the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister, received Colo-
nel Dr Manaf Al Qahtani, the 
newly appointed Chief Execu-
tive Officer of the Gulf Center 
for Disease Prevention and Con-
trol, at the Secretariat General 
of the Gulf Health Council in 
Riffa Palace.

During the meeting, HRH 
the Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister congratulated Colo-
nel Dr Al Qahtani on his new 

appointment, wishing him 
every success in carrying out 
his duties.

His Royal Highness under-
scored the importance of the 
Gulf Center for Disease Preven-
tion and Control in strengthen-
ing GCC-wide collaboration in 

public health and disease pre-
vention.

He also highlighted its key 
role in advancing joint med-
ical research, policy devel-
opment, and regional health 
initiatives.

Colonel Dr Al Qahtani ex-

pressed appreciation for His 
Royal Highness's continuous 
support of Bahraini talent 
across various sectors, noting 
the importance of initiatives 
that foster quality opportunities 
aligned with the Kingdom’s de-
velopment aspirations.
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Visit Confirmed 
The state visit by King 
Charles III  to the United 
States will go ahead as 
scheduled, Buckingham 
Palace confirmed, despite 
heightened security 
concerns following the 
shooting in Washington. 
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Bahrain is spending near-
ly BD197 million annu-

ally on direct cash support 
programmes aimed at help-
ing families manage rising 
living costs and maintain 
financial stability.

According to a memoran-
dum submitted by the Min-
istry of Social Development 
to Parliament, the funding 
is spread across several key 
schemes.

The largest share BD128 
million is allocated to cost-
of-living support, followed 
by BD21.5 million for social 
security and BD18.3 million 
for disability allowances.

An additional BD29.4 mil-
lion compensates citizens 
after the removal of meat 
subsidies, along with assis-
tance for emergency situa-
tions such as housing fires.

The programmes target 
some of the Kingdom’s most 
vulnerable groups, includ-
ing widows, divorced and 
abandoned women, fami-
lies of prisoners, orphans, 
the elderly, and people with 
disabilities.

BD197m Lifeline 
Supports  
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The Kingdom of Bahrain 
strongly condemned an 

attempted armed intrusion 
at the annual dinner of the 
White House Correspond-
ents’ Association held at a 
hotel in Washington, D.C., 
which US President Donald 
Trump attended.

In a statement, the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs ex-
pressed Bahrain’s firm de-
nunciation of violence and 
terrorism in all its forms, re-
affirming its rejection of any 
acts that threaten the safety 
and security of public events.

The Ministry also reit-
erated Bahrain’s solidarity 
with the United States and 
its friendly people, praising 
the efficiency and profes-
sionalism of the US Presi-
dent’s security personnel, 
who successfully foiled the 
attempt and arrested the 
attacker.

Bahrain further extended 
its wishes for a speedy recov-
ery to the injured security 
officer, and conveyed hopes 
for continued health and 
safety for the US President.

Bahrain 
condemns 
Washington 
attack

STRONG BAHRAIN 
UAE BOND STANDS AS 

MODEL OF SOLIDARITY

HRH Prince Salman receives Colonel Dr Manaf Al Qahtani

His Royal Highness with H.E. the UAE Ambassador Fahad Mohammed Salem Kardous Alameri
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To mark the upcom-
ing Labour Day, His 

Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al 
Khal i fa ,  the  Crown 
Prince and Prime Min-
ister, issued a circular 
announcing the official 
holiday arrangements.

According to the circu-
lar, ministries and pub-
lic institutions will be 
closed on Friday, 1 May 
2026, in observance of 
Labour Day. As the pub-
lic holiday falls on a Fri-
day, the day off will be 
compensated with an 
additional holiday on 
Sunday, 3 May 2026.

Day Off
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The Ministry of Educa-
tion has announced the 

start of online registration 
for new students enrolling 
in Grade 1 for the 2026–
2027 academic year. The 
registration applies to chil-
dren born between January 
1 and December 31, 2020.

The registration window 
will open today at 7:00 a.m. 
and will continue until Sun-
day, May 10, 2026.

Parents and guardians 
wishing to register their 
children are encouraged to 
submit applications through 
the National Portal of the 
Kingdom of Bahrain (bah-
rain.bh) or via the Ministry 
of Education’s official web-
site (moe.gov.bh). The min-
istry emphasized the im-
portance of completing the 
process within the specified 
timeframe, noting that ap-
plicants can also track and 
monitor their submissions 
through the National Portal.

2026–2027 School 
Enrollment Begins

TDT | Manama

As part of ongoing gov-
ernment efforts to en-

hance service quality and 
restructure procedures, 
Bahrain’s Ministry of Social 
Development upgraded its 
financial permit service for 
civil society organizations, 
introducing both fast-track 
and standard processing 
routes.

The development comes 
within broader government 
efforts to improve and re-
design public services. So 
far, more than 1,300 gov-
ernment services have been 
documented and translated, 
with 800 services undergo-
ing redesign and improve-
ment across various sectors.

Bahrain Cuts 
NGO Permit 
Time by 70%
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Comfort-Focused Hajj 
Plan Sets 

TDT | Manama
Hasan Barakat

As the Hajj season ap-
proaches, prepara-
tions in Bahrain are 
taking on a new tone 

one that places comfort and 
dignity at the centre of the pil-
grimage journey.

This year, the Supreme Com-
mittee for Hajj and Umrah has 
drawn a clear line: every pil-
grim deserves not just a place 
to stay, but a space that feels 
organised, safe, and cared for.

Campaign operators now 
move with checklists in hand, 
knowing expectations are high-
er than ever. In Mina, tents 
are no longer simple shelters. 
They are being transformed 
into structured living spaces, 
divided with clean partitions, 
watched over by cameras, and 
fully lit from entrance to walk-
way. 

Behind the scenes, teams are 
growing. Supervisors and ser-
vice workers are assigned in 
precise ratios, ensuring that 
help is always within reach. 
Cleaners move constantly, 
maintenance crews stand ready, 
and security remains present 
around the clock.

The same careful planning 
extends to Arafat, where camps 
rise on level ground, enclosed 

and organised. Tents glow with 
LED lighting, while cooling sys-
tems hum steadily against the 
desert heat. Water, ice, and es-
sential services are all arranged 
with quiet efficiency.

There is also a noticeable 
shift in inclusivity. Ramps and 
adapted facilities are being 
built in, making sure pilgrims 
with disabilities can move with 
ease and independence.

Bahrain Expands Humanitarian 
Footprint in Gaza

The Royal Humani-
tarian Foundation 
h i g h l i g h t e d  B a h -

rain’s ongoing humanitarian 
initiatives in Gaza during a 
meeting between Acting Sec-
retary-General Eng. Ebrahim 
Dallal Al Dossary and Bahrain’s 
Ambassador to Egypt and Per-
manent Representative to the 
Arab League, H.E. Fawzia bint 
Abdullah Zainal.

The discussions focused on 
Bahrain’s relief and develop-
ment projects in the Gaza Strip, 
including the Bahrain Hospital, 
Bahrain Schools, and recent 
emergency aid shipments de-
livered to support affected ci-
vilians.

Al Dossary reaffirmed the 
Foundation’s commitment to 
continuing humanitarian and 
development efforts beyond 
Bahrain, stressing that such in-
itiatives strengthen the King-
dom’s global humanitarian 
presence.

He also expressed apprecia-
tion to the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, led by Dr. Abdullatif 
bin Rashid Al Zayani, for its 
continued support in facilitat-
ing overseas aid operations and 
ensuring efficient delivery of 
assistance to those in need.

Manama Market Upgrade Plans Assessed
TDT | Manama

A senior municipal delegation 
visited the Manama Central 

Market to review development 
needs and explore ways to im-
prove facilities and operational 
efficiency.

The visit was attended by Cap-
ital Trustees Board Chairman 
Engineer Saleh Taher Tarada and 
Capital Municipality Director 
General Engineer Alia Youssef 
Yahya, along with council mem-
bers and officials.

Engineer Tarada highlighted 
the importance of continuous 
upgrades to central markets, not-
ing that ongoing works are part 
of a broader plan to modernise 

infrastructure and improve ser-
vices for traders and consumers.

Engineer Alia Youssef Yahya 
said the municipality remains 

committed to regular mainte-
nance programmes aimed at 
enhancing service quality and 
operational readiness in coordi-
nation with relevant authorities.

This year’s development works 
include upgrading surrounding 
roads, improving internal streets 
and pavements, ensuring electri-
cal safety, and carrying out pre-
ventive maintenance on air-con-
ditioning systems.

“Our focus is on 
coordinated 

infrastructure upgrades.”
ENGINEER ALIA YOUSSEF YAHYA, DIRECTOR 

GENERAL OF THE CAPITAL MUNICIPALITY

RHF praised the UAE’s humanitarian efforts under “Operation Gallant Knight 3.”
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Bahrain continues 
to repair damaged 
houses following the 
Iranian aggression, 

underscoring its commitment 
to safeguarding citizens’ welfare 
and ensuring the rapid restora-
tion of affected homes across the 
Kingdom.

In line with the Royal direc-
tives of His Majesty King Ham-
ad bin Isa Al Khalifa, and the in-
structions of His Royal Highness 
Prince Salman bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa, the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister, the government 
has undertaken comprehensive 
efforts to address the damages 
sustained by citizens’ properties.

As part of the first phase of the 
national response, the Ministry 
of Works and the Ministry of 

Housing and Urban Planning 
announced the completion of re-
pair works for 71 homes affected 
in Hidd Housing City, Sitra, and 
other scattered locations across 
the Kingdom. This includes 30 
housing units in Hidd Housing 
City, 19 homes in Sitra, and 22 
homes in various areas, with 
all technical and engineering 
restoration works now fully 
completed.

These facts were revealed 
during a field visit by Minister 
of Works Ibrahim bin Hassan Al 
Hawaj and Minister of Housing 
and Urban Planning Amina bint 
Ahmed Al Romaihi to Sitra and 

Hidd Housing City, where 
they reviewed the progress of 
ongoing repair works for the 
first batch of affected homes.

Al Hawaj affirmed that 
the repair programme is be-
ing implemented in phased 
stages, prioritising the most 
severely affected cases in line 

with assessed damage levels. He 
added that all structural repairs, 
maintenance works, and infra-
structure-related services have 
been carried out according to 
approved engineering stand-
ards, ensuring the homes are 
safe and ready for residents to 
return.
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• Sitra, Hidd 
Repairs Completed  

•  Repairs included 
structural restoration

• Priority is given to 
the most affected homes  
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The Bahrain Tourism 
and Exhibitions Au-
thority announced the 

introduction of an optional de-
ferral of first-quarter fees for all 
tourism establishments across 

the Kingdom.
The measure applies to ho-

tels, hotel apartments, fur-
nished apartments, and tour-
ism-oriented restaurants.

The Authority stated that the 
initiative supports ongoing ef-
forts to sustain business con-
tinuity and enhance flexibility 
within the tourism sector. It also 

reflects strengthened coopera-
tion with the private sector to 
boost Bahrain’s competitiveness 
as a leading tourism destination.

Officials noted that the step 
is designed to ease operational 
pressures on tourism business-
es while encouraging sustained 
growth and stability across the 
industry.

• Economic 
Flexibility Step 

•  Private Sector 
Support Move

• Industry 
Stability Effort

Optional Fee Relief 
for Tourism Sector

Crack Down on 
Exploitation Ring

As part of ongoing 
security efforts 
to combat human 

trafficking and reinforce 
Bahrain’s strong interna-
tional standing in address-
ing such crimes, the Minis-
try of Interior announced 
the arrest of an Asian man 
and woman accused of ex-
ploiting women and forcing 
them into illegal activities.

The Anti-Human Traf-
ficking and Public Morality 
Protection Unit, operating 
under the General Directo-
rate of Criminal Investiga-
tion and Forensic Science, 
carried out the operation 
after receiving information 
regarding the case.

Authorities said that im-
mediate investigations and 
intensive searches led to 
the suspects’ identification 
and subsequent arrest.

The Ministry confirmed 
that all necessary legal pro-
cedures have been taken, 
and the case has been re-
ferred to the Public Pros-
ecution for further action.

TDT | Manama
Mohammed Darwish

A long-established res-
taurant in Bahrain 
avoided eviction after 

the High Civil Appeals Court 
overturned a lower court judg-
ment that had ordered its remov-
al over alleged unpaid rent.

The dispute centred on claims 

that the tenant owed BD1,800 in 
rent for August to October 2025. 
The lower court had previously 
ruled in favour of the landlord, 
terminating the lease, ordering 
eviction from the premises, and 
requiring payment of the disput-
ed amount, with immediate en-
forcement allowed upon a BD600 
guarantee.

However, the appeals court 

reached a different conclusion 
after reviewing evidence submit-
ted by the tenant, including rent 
cheques and communication re-
cords between both parties.

The court found that rent pay-
ments had in fact been made by 
cheque and accepted by the land-
lord, and that the tenancy had 
continued with mutual consent 
beyond the original lease term. 

As a result, it ruled that the lease 
had effectively been renewed 
under Bahrain’s rental law.

Lawyer Essam Al Tayyeb, rep-
resenting the restaurant own-
er, said his client was surprised 
by the eviction case despite the 
business operating at the same 
location since 1997. He argued 
that rent had been paid up to 
June 2026 and that no outstand-

ing debt existed.
Court documents showed that 

the landlord had not rejected, 
returned, or formally disputed 
the rent cheques. Messages pre-
sented in court also indicated 
that one cheque had been mis-
placed by the landlord, who later 
requested alternative payment 
through BenefitPay or a replace-
ment cheque.

Lost Cheque Saves Restaurant from Eviction

Smart Shared Transport Plan 

TDT | Manama
Hasan Barakat

Traffic congestion in busy 
parts of the Capital could ease 
under a proposed smart shared 
transport system discussed by 
the Services and Public Utili-
ties Committee.

The proposal, reviewed 
during a meeting chaired by 
Eng. Mohammed Tawfiq Al 
Abbas and attended by senior 
board members and Minis-
try of Transportation officials, 
centres on a digital platform 
allowing commuters to share 
daily journeys with others 
heading in the same direction.

Officials said the system is 

designed to improve transport 
efficiency while reducing the 
number of vehicles on the 
road, particularly during peak 
hours.

The initiative is also expect-
ed to lower emissions, improve 
air quality, and reduce com-
muting costs, while encourag-
ing the use of more sustainable 
and technology-driven trans-
port solutions.

Representatives from the 
Ministry of Transportation, 
including legal advisor Dr Far-
id Al Rajo and senior officials 
from the land transport and li-
censing departments, took part 
in discussions on the proposal 
and its potential rollout.
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Phone Dispute 
Turns Serious

A domestic dispute over 
a missing mobile phone 

has escalated into a serious 
criminal case, with a man in 
his thirties accused of caus-
ing permanent injury to his 
domestic worker.

The High Criminal Court 
is examining allegations that 
the worker suffered a 7% 
permanent disability after 
sustaining a severe injury to 
her ear during an incident 
inside the defendant’s home 
on March 4, 2026. A forensic 
report confirmed the lasting 
damage.

The defendant has de-
nied the charges, claiming 
the worker assaulted him 
and took his phone, prompt-
ing his reaction. His lawyer, 
Abdullah Sayyar, requested 
time to review the case file 
and sought his client’s re-
lease. The court, however, 
ordered the defendant to 
remain in custody and ad-
journed the case to May 4.

According to the worker’s 
testimony, the situation es-
calated quickly after she was 
questioned about the miss-
ing phone. She said she was 
pushed to the ground and 
assaulted, later discovering 
a severe injury to her ear. 
She told the court she saw a 
knife and part of her ear on 
the floor afterward, though 
she could not confirm how 
the injury was inflicted.

TDT | Manama
Rehab Mohammad

Safe Homes Restored for Families
71 Homes Restored After Damage from Iranian Attacks

Ministers review progress of housing repair works in Hidd, Sitra and other areas.
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Mohammad Afzal Bhatti, 
Chairman of Pakistan Club 
Bahrain, inaugurated the newly 
renovated Executive Office with 
a ribbon-cutting ceremony, 
marking a key step in enhancing 
facilities and strengthening 
community services. Executive 
Board members and senior 
community leaders attended the 
event, where they also discussed 
upcoming initiatives and 
community development plans.

New office inaugurated at Pakistan Club Bahrain

BIS brings Shakespeare to life during English Week 

Bhavans Bahrain Indian School came alive with creativity during “English Week 2026,” celebrating Shakespeare’s legacy through performances, poetry, and 
interactive literary activities.

TDT | Manama

During the recent es-
calations between 

the United States, Israel, 
and Iran, my perspective 
diverged from the domi-
nant narrative. As a man-
agement student with 
exposure to negotiation 
frameworks, I observed 
the situation not merely as 
a geopolitical conflict but 
as a live demonstration of 
strategic theories unfold-
ing in real time.

At the outset,  what 
stood out was the classic 
Game of Chicken. Both 
sides appeared to acceler-
ate toward confrontation, 
signalling strength and 
resolve.

Yet, at critical moments, there were subtle swerves—
calibrated de-escalations designed to avoid catastrophic 
outcomes. Interestingly, these retreats were managed so 
that neither side appeared weak or willing to concede. It 
was not about avoiding conflict entirely, but about avoiding 
the perception of being the “chicken.”

As the situation evolved, another framework became 
visible—the Prisoner’s Dilemma. Instead of exercising 
restraint, particularly in communication, key players—
most notably the United States and Iran—engaged in a 
war of words.

This mutual escalation, driven by distrust and the need 
to assert dominance, yielded little tangible gain. Instead, it 
risked reputational damage on both sides, illustrating how 
rational actors can arrive at suboptimal outcomes when 
cooperation is absent.

What we are witnessing now resembles a form of Nash 
equilibrium—where both sides, having pushed to the 
brink, settle into a position where neither can improve 
their outcome without worsening the other’s. In such a 
scenario, one could argue that both sides have simultane-
ously “won” and “lost.”

Yet, for the ordinary observer, the more pressing ques-
tion remains: did anyone truly gain from this confronta-
tion?

Modern wars are no longer about who fires first but who 
calculates better. The battlefield has shifted from land and 
sea to minds, markets and machines. The nature of conflict 
itself has evolved.

Modern “invasions” are no longer confined to territo-
rial conquests. Today, influence can be exerted through 
technology, economic penetration, and strategic invest-
ments—often carried out silently, without overt aggres-
sion. Control is no longer always seized through force; 
it is frequently acquired through calculated, long-term 
positioning.

In this context, the timeless wisdom of Chanakya 
remains strikingly relevant. His principles emphasise 
that war must never be driven by emotion, but by careful 
calculation. A thorough assessment of strengths and weak-
nesses—what we today call a SWOT analysis—is essential 
before any confrontation.

Chanakya also cautioned against engaging in conflicts 
with uncertain outcomes, a principle that resonates 
strongly with the inherent risks of the Game of Chicken. 
His strategic framework of persuasion, incentives, punish-
ment, and division highlights the importance of employing 
multiple approaches rather than relying solely on force.

Perhaps his most enduring insight lies in timing: know-
ing when to engage and when to withdraw. In the recent 
crisis, it could be argued that both sides, to an extent, 
recognised this balance and stepped back from the brink, 
avoiding further escalation.

Equally significant is the psychological dimension of 
conflict. Strength is not always displayed through overt 
action.

At times, appearing weak can be a strategic choice, just 
as projecting strength can compensate for underlying vul-
nerabilities. Such mind games continue to shape modern 
diplomacy and warfare.

Despite his deep understanding of strategy, Chanakya 
never glorified war. He recognised its cost—economic, 
social, and human. War, he warned, drains resources, 
disrupts peace, and brings suffering.

The escalations may settle, but the echoes of a new Cold 
War could linger. As the world moves toward a future of 
fewer borders and freer movement, one question remains: 
should borders continue to make life more difficult for 
future generations? It is a question modern-day Chanakyas 
must confront.

(P. Unnikrishnan is Chairman and Managing Director 
of The Daily Tribune)

When Game 
Theory meets 
Geo Politics 

 Behind every attack 
and every statement 
issued lies a quieter 

battle—one of strategy, 
psychology, and 
calculated risk

P. UNNIKRISHNAN

Hasan Barakat
TDT | Manama

Inside a school workshop, stu-
dents combined metal, wires, 

and ideas to build a working 
model of a smart bridge de-
signed for Bahrain’s future in 
just eight days.

At Al Jaberia Industrial Sec-
ondary Boys School, a group 
of students turned a classroom 
challenge into a real engineer-
ing solution by creating a smart 
movable bridge that automati-
cally lifts when ships pass, using 
sensors and a control system 
linked to motors.

Hassan Yousif, Elya Ramzy 
Makki, and Haidera Moham-
med Al Najjar developed the 
project, combining skills from 
welding, electronics, and com-
puting to produce a model that 
responds to maritime move-
ment without disrupting traffic.

The concept stemmed from 
Bahrain's geography as an is-
land nation and its reliance on 
maritime transport. Students 

aimed to design a cost-effective 
alternative to traditional bridg-
es, which are expensive and lim-

it navigation. The work was split 
between design, programming, 
and construction.

Students dedicated their 
break times inside the work-
shop to complete the model un-
der the supervision of teacher 
Jameel Mahrous.

“We combined construction 
with modern technology. “The 
project can help monitor mari-
time movement, attract tourism, 

and offer a practical solution, 
especially where building tra-
ditional bridges is difficult or 
costly,” Makki said.

In parallel, the team also de-
veloped a smart water moni-
toring system that tracks tank 
levels using sensors, sends alerts 
to mobile devices, and reduces 
water waste offering a practical 
solution to resource manage-
ment.

Smart Bridge in Just Eight Days

Bahrain has more 
than 30 islands. It is 

also a country that 
relies on maritime 

transport, so we 
decided to design a 

smart bridge

The students with their project 

Teacher Jameel Mahrous

Hands-on innovation project showcases future talent
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The proposal aimed to bring 
all forms of government as-

sistance under one umbrella 
law. 

From cost-of-living allowanc-
es and food support to housing 
aid, fuel subsidies, education 
grants, and even electricity and 
water assistance, everything 
would be organised into a sin-
gle national system designed 
to strengthen social protection.

Supporters of the bill saw 
it as a step toward clarity and 
fairness.

It would create a structured 
framework aligned with Bah-
rain’s Constitution and National 
Action Charter, with 11 articles 
and multiple categories of sup-
port covering families, pension-
ers, and low-income citizens.

But as the debate approached, 

concerns grew inside govern-
ment circles.

Officials warned that while 
the intention was clear, the fi-
nancial impact could be signif-
icant.

They argued that the bill 
would introduce long-term, 
recurring expenses that could 
widen the budget deficit and 
disrupt existing fiscal reform 
plans.

System

The Ministry of Social De-
velopment stressed that the 
current system was already 
carefully structured, with clear 
eligibility rules, income thresh-
olds, and targeted assistance for 
those most in need.

It also highlighted recent im-
provements, including unified 
payment schedules and coordi-

nated support schemes.
The Ministry of Finance ech-

oed these concerns, noting that 
the state budget already allo-
cates substantial funds for social 
programmes and that any ex-
pansion would require careful 
long-term financial planning.

A key point of contention was 
utility support. Government ex-
perts referenced a past Consti-
tutional Court ruling, arguing 
that electricity and water prices 
are managed as economic ser-
vices and should not be fixed 
through legislation in the same 
way as taxes or fees.

Despite the warnings, parlia-
mentary committees reviewed 
the proposal and recommend-
ed approval in an amended 
form, keeping the debate alive 
between expanding social pro-
tection and maintaining fiscal 
balance.

This bill is an important 
step toward unifying 
fragmented support 
schemes into a clear 

legal framework 
that guarantees 

transparency and equal 
access for citizens

MAMDOUH AL SALEH, CHAIRMAN OF PARLIA-
MENT’S SERVICES COMMITTEE

Social Support Bill Sparks Budget Concerns
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The Shura Council approved 
legislation transforming the 

Organisation of Arab Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OAPEC) 
into the Arab Energy Organi-
sation, marking a major shift 
from an oil-centric mandate to a 
wider energy-focused role.

The move, endorsed under 
a draft law attached to Decree 
No. 6 of 2026, expands the or-
ganisation’s scope to include 
renewable, nuclear and solar en-
ergy, while also updating its le-

gal and institutional framework.
Oil and Environment Minis-

ter Mohammed bin Daina said 
the reform reflects global en-
ergy changes. The legislation 
also cancels the organisation’s 

judicial authority, replacing it 
with dispute resolution mecha-
nisms based on settlement and 
arbitration.

Bahrain’s annual contribu-
tion remains unchanged at 

BD210,000.  The Council report 
noted that the headquarters will 
remain in Kuwait, with the pos-
sibility of establishing addition-
al offices in member states or 
abroad by ministerial decision.

Global shift towards diversified energy sources 
requires the organisation to expand its role and 

vision beyond oil
H.E. MOHAMMED BIN DAINA,                                                                                                                        

MINISTER OF OIL AND ENVIRONMENT

Shift of OAPEC into Broader Arab Energy Body

New Law for Lawyers
First major overhaul in over 46 years 

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama 

The Shura Council has unan-
imously approved a com-

prehensive new law regulating 
the legal profession, replacing a 
framework that has been in place 
for more than four decades.

The 68-article legislation, 
already passed by Parliament, 
introduces updated rules on 
lawyer registration, training, 
disciplinary procedures, legal 
fees, legal aid, and client rights. 

It also sets new conditions 
for practice, including allowing 
non-Bahraini lawyers to appear 
in limited cases alongside li-
censed Bahraini lawyers, while 
tightening requirements for re-
turning practitioners.

The law allows non-Bahraini 
lawyers to operate only in spe-
cific specialised courts and only 
alongside Bahraini lawyers ad-

mitted to higher courts, while 
excluding criminal, labour, ten-
ancy, sharia, and personal status 
cases.

Several amendments were 
also approved during review, 
including removing manda-
tory insurance requirements, 

reducing administrative fines, 
and limiting ministerial pow-
ers in disciplinary suspen-
sions.

This law represents a 
new start for the legal 

profession in Bahrain, in 
line with international 

developments
H.E. NAWAF AL MAAWDA, MINISTER OF JUS-

TICE, ISLAMIC AFFAIRS AND WAQ

The process is a 
model of cooperation 
among government, 
parliament, and the 

legal community
JAMAL FAKHRO, FIRST DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF 

THE SHURA COUNCIL

The reform balances 
national legal 

identity with the 
need for specialised 

international expertise
DALAL AL ZAYED, HEAD OF SHURA COUNCIL’S 
LEGISLATIVE AND LAGAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 

Historic Legal Reform
TDT | Manama

Salah Al Madfa, chairman of the 
Bahrain Bar Society, described 

the development as “a new era for 
the legal profession in Bahrain,” 
noting that the previous frame-
work had remained unchanged 
for more than four decades.

“The old law has been in place 
for over 46 years. This new leg-
islation brings important gains 
for lawyers and strengthens the 
profession’s role in the justice 
system,” Al Madfa said.

He added that discussions re-

vised or removed several dis-
puted provisions, including a 
clause that would have allowed 
non-lawyers to establish law 
firms. Al Maawda also high-

lighted that the law expands 
professional opportunities, in-
cluding specialisation in Eng-
lish-language advocacy.

It was included in the govern-

ment’s programme under the 
directives of His Royal High-
ness Prince Salman bin Hamad 
Al Khalifa, Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister.

We hope the law will come into force soon, 
positively impacting the quality of legal services 

provided to litigants
SALAH AL MADFA, CHAIRMAN OF BAHRAIN BAR SOCIETY

H.E. Yusuf Khalaf,              
Minister of Labour

Jameela Al Salman, Head          
of the Services Committee 

Payroll Support 
Activated

BD100m Scheme to Cover
Bahraini Salaries in April

TDT | Manama

Shura Council approved a 
draft law allowing the un-

employment insurance fund 
to cover April 2026 salaries for 
an estimated 106,000 Bahraini 
workers, with costs project-
ed between BD80 million and 
BD100 million.

The legislation, linked to 
Decree No. 24 of 2026, intro-
duces a one-time provision to 
the existing unemployment in-
surance framework, enabling 
salary payments for insured 
workers up to their registered 

wage level.
Officials highlighted that 

the unemployment insurance 
fund currently holds around 
BD600 million. It has previous-
ly been used for major national 
programmes, including retire-
ment support schemes, Cov-
id-19 relief, and employment 
initiatives, with total spending 
of about BD741 million over the 
past seven years.

The Ministry of Labour said 
the fund remains financially 
stable and is closely monitored 
through regular actuarial as-
sessments.

Hala Ramzi, Shura             
Council member 

Nancy Khadouri, rapporteur for 
the Foreign Affairs, Defence and 

National Security Committee 

Bahrain Set to Join Global Industrial 
Design Classification System

TDT | Manama

A draft law paving the way 
for Bahrain to join the Lo-

carno Agreement on the inter-
national classification of in-
dustrial designs was approved 
by the Shura Council.

The agreement, signed in 
1968 and amended in 1979, pro-
vides a unified global system 
for classifying and register-
ing industrial designs, helping 
standardise procedures across 
member states.

During the session, Shura 
Council member Hala Ram-
zi questioned assurances that 
accession would not place any 

financial burden on the state 
budget.

Officials noted that the Lo-
carno system works along-
side international intellectu-
al property frameworks, in-
cluding the Paris Convention, 
which Bahrain joined in 1996.

Committee rapporteur Nan-
cy Khadouri said the agree-
ment would strengthen Bah-
rain’s intellectual property 
environment and align it with 
international best practice.

The draft law, attached to 
Decree No. 77 of 2025, includes 
approval of Bahrain’s acces-
sion and outlines implemen-
tation measures.

TDT | Manama

A proposal to make it easier 
for MPs to question min-

isters has been approved by 
the Shura Council, reducing 
the required support from a 
two-thirds majority to a simple 
majority.

The bill was fast-tracked for 
a final vote and will now be 
referred through Parliament 
to the Prime Minister before 
being submitted to His Maj-
esty the King.

The Legislative and Legal 
Affairs Committee backed the 
change, saying the current 
threshold could block legiti-
mate attempts to hold minis-
ters accountable.

Committee rapporteur Sa-
beeka Al Fadhala said: “Lower-

ing the threshold removes pro-
cedural obstacles and enables 
Parliament to use questioning 
more effectively as a tool of 
oversight.”

Tough Law on
Dangerous Animals

Strict new controls on the 
ownership and handling of 
dangerous animals have been 
approved by the Shura Coun-
cil, including life imprison-
ment in cases where such an-
imals are used in fatal attacks.

The draft law, attached to 
Decree No. 15 of 2025, prohib-
its keeping, breeding, selling 
or transporting dangerous ani-
mals without a licence and sets 
out wide-ranging penalties for 
violations.

Minister Questioning Bill Cleared 
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Powell’s chairman 
term expires May 15. 

All eyes are on his 
future plans at his 

scheduled press brief-
ing Wednesday.

KNOW WHAT

Signal collects very 
minimal user data—
by design, the Signal 

Foundation says it 
stores only a user’s 

phone number and the 
date they joined, not 
message content or 

contact lists.

KNOW WHAT

US Fed set to hold rates steady 
again on cost hikes from war

Fed officials are set to keep rates steady at a range between 3.50% and 3.75%

• Oil and gasoline 
prices remain elevated 
even if they have peaked

• Fed officials will 
likely focus more on 
containing inflation 
than the jobs

• Trump has made no 
secret of his wish for 
lower interest rates

AFP | Washington, United States

The US central bank is 
widely expected to keep 
interest rates unchanged 

at its policy meeting next week, 
as energy prices stay 
high and sup-
ply chains 
s n a r l e d 
d u e  t o 
w a r 
i n  t h e 
Middle 
East.

The Federal Reserve’s two-
day meeting, starting Tuesday, 
could be chairman Jerome Pow-
ell’s last at the helm of the inde-
pendent institution.

But it takes place against a 
tricky backdrop. Powell’s like-
ly successor -- Trump’s nomi-
nee Kevin Warsh -- has faced 
a bumpy road to confirmation, 
while policymakers battle com-
peting pressures as steeper fuel 
prices drive inflation and job 
mar- ket worries 

linger.
F e d 

o f f i -
c i a l s 
a r e 
set to 
k e e p 
r a t e s 

s t e a d y 
at a range 

b e t w e e n 
3 . 5 0 % 

a n d 

3.75%, extending their pause 
since the start of the year.

“We still have a very high 
level of uncertainty on what’s 
happening in the Middle East,” 
KPMG senior economist Kenneth 
Kim told AFP.

Oil and gasoline prices re-
main elevated even if they have 
peaked, meaning “there’s cer-
tainly an energy shock that’s still 
impacting both consumers and 
businesses,” he said.

The Fed has a dual mandate of 
maintaining price stability and 
low unemployment. It tends to 
keep interest rates high to curb 
inflation or lower them to spur 
growth, meaning that current 
conditions pull officials in dif-
ferent directions.

Navy Federal Credit Union 
Chief Economist Heather Long 
expects Powell to be “non-com-
mittal” on the path of rates, as 
the full impact from the war on 
Iran remains unknown.

The oil price hikes came af-
ter US-Israeli strikes targeting 
Iran from February 28 sparked 
Tehran’s retaliation in virtually 
closing the Strait of Hormuz 
-- a key waterway for energy 
transit.

Containing inflation 
Fed officials will likely focus 

more on containing inflation 
than the jobs market this meet-
ing, with the war entering its 
ninth week.

The strait is also a key passage 
for fertilizers, and disruptions 
threaten to hit food production.

Already, US consumer infla-
tion reached its highest level in 
nearly two years in March at 3.3 
percent as energy costs rocketed.

Fed Governor Christopher 
Waller, who earlier backed low-
er rates to support employment, 
indicated this month that a pro-
longed conflict could make it 
hard for the central bank to cut 
rates this year.

If there were high inflation 
and a weak labor market, one 
would have to balance risks on 
both sides.

This “may mean maintaining 
the policy rate at the current tar-
get range if the risks to inflation 
outweigh those to the labor mar-
ket,” he told an Alabama event.

KPMG’s Kim said solid hiring 
recently “gives the Fed some 
cushion” to temporarily focus 
more on prices.

Analysts will monitor if the 
Fed signals in its post-meeting 
statement that rate hikes are a 

possibility.

‘Critical juncture’
The Fed is also taking its next 

steps under intense political 
scrutiny.

President Donald Trump has 
made no secret of his wish for 
lower interest rates, and regu-
larly slammed Powell for not 
cutting them aggressively.

Beyond rhetoric, Trump has 
sought to oust Fed Governor 
Lisa Cook over claims of mort-
gage fraud. The Supreme Court 
is set to rule on whether he can 
fire her.

Meanwhile, the last major 
obstacle for Trump’s pick to re-
place Powell as Fed chair was 
removed Sunday when Senator 
Thom Tillis said he would back 
Warsh.

Tillis’s decision, which he 
posted on social media, came 
after the Department of Justice 
said Friday it would drop the 
investigation into Powell over 
renovation costs overruns at the 
Federal Reserve headquarters 
-- a condition Tillis had set for 
supporting Warsh.

Asked by journalists Saturday 
about the DOJ’s move, Trump 
said he still wants to look into 
the cost of the renovations, 
which he has claimed is too high.

“I want to find out. I have an 
obligation to find out,” he said.

Warsh has repeatedly pledged 
to remain independent if con-
firmed.

“We’re at a critical juncture 
for the Fed,” EY-Parthenon chief 
economist Gregory Daco told 
AFP.

“It may be that under Warsh, 
we’re going to see less Fed trans-
parency, less Fed communica-
tion than we had in the past,” he 
said, referring to Warsh’s confir-
mation hearing testimony.

EU, US sign critical minerals 
plan to counter China reliance
AFP | Washington, United 
States

The European Union and 
United States signed an 

agreement Friday to coordi-
nate on the supply of critical 
minerals needed for key in-
dustries including defense, as 
China’s dominance becomes a 
growing concern.

The pact marks a rare em-
brace by President Donald 
Trump’s administration of the 
role of the EU, which it often 
berates as it instead champi-
ons right-wing populists with-
in Europe.

Flexing its muscle at times 
of tension, Beijing has restrict-
ed exports of critical minerals 
needed for products including 
semiconductors, electric ve-
hicle batteries and weapons 
systems.

“The overconcentration of 
these resources, the fact that 
they’re dominated by one or 
two places, is an unaccept-
able risk,” US Secretary of State 
Marco Rubio said as he signed 
a memorandum of under-
standing with EU trade chief 
Maros Sefcovic.

Sefcovic told a separate 
press briefing that the agree-
ment “formalizes our partner-
ship across the entire value 
chain, from exploration and 
extraction t o 
process-

ing, refining, recycling and 
recovery.”

Cost of dependency
On concerns that China 

could retaliate against a po-
tential critical minerals deal 
involving multiple parties, Se-
fcovic said: “For us, it’s really 
a matter of economic security. 
It’s a matter of overcoming 
dependencies.”

From recent experience, 
“we know how dependencies 
could be expensive, and we 
have a huge price tag for being 
dependent on the sources of 
our fossil fuels,” he added.

Rubio noted that the Unit-
ed States and the EU com-
bined are “the largest cus-
tomers and users” of critical  
minerals.

An action plan said that the 
EU and United States would 
explore setting minimum 
prices on critical minerals -- 
effectively preventing China 
or other outside powers from 
flooding the market with inex-
pensive exports.

They will also look at co-
ordinating any subsidies and 
stockpiles of critical miner-
als, and could coordinate joint 
standards to ease trade across 
the Western world, and to-

gether invest in research.

US Federal Reserve Chair Jerome 
Powell

What is Signal and is it secure?
• Top German officials 
on Saturday blamed 
Moscow-backed groups 
for phishing attacks

• Signal also goes 
further than WhatsApp 
on data privacy

AFP | Washington, United States

Signal, an end-to-end encrypt-
ed messaging app long con-

sidered one of the most secure 
in the world, has recently faced 
attacks from hackers accused of 
links to Russia.

Top German officials on Sat-
urday blamed Moscow-backed 
groups for phishing attacks tar-
geting senior politicians on the 
messaging app, raising ques-
tions about how secure Signal 
really is.

Similar phishing cases have 
been reported by Dutch and 
American users, with Google in 
February sounding the alarm 
over cyberattacks from Rus-
sia-aligned groups.

But what makes Signal dif-
ferent from other messaging 
apps, and how could one of the 
world's most secure messaging 
apps be so widely targeted?

How does it work?
Signal's end-to-end encryp-

tion means that any sent mes-
sage travels in a scrambled form 
and can only be deciphered by 
the end user.

Nobody in between -- not the 

company providing the service, 
not the internet provider, nor 
hackers intercepting the mes-
sage -- can read the content be-
cause they don't have the keys 
to unlock it.

Signal is not the only mes-
saging service to do this, but 
unlike WhatsApp and Apple's 
iMessage, the app is controlled 
by an independent non-profit 
-- not a big tech behemoth mo-
tivated by revenue. That has 
won it more trust with those 
concerned about privacy.

Signal also goes further than 
WhatsApp on data privacy, mak-
ing metadata such as when the 
message was delivered and its 
recipient invisible even to the 
company itself.

And WhatsApp shares infor-
mation with its parent com-
pany Meta and third parties, 
including phone numbers, mo-
bile device information, and IP 
addresses.

For these reasons, Signal has 
long been a go-to messaging 
service for users particularly 
concerned about communica-
tions secrecy, such as people 
working in security professions, 
journalists, and their sources.

Who owns Signal?

Founded in 2012, Signal is 
owned by the Mountain View, 
California-based Signal Foun-
dation.

Its  history is  l inked to 
WhatsApp: the site was found-
ed by cryptographer and en-
trepreneur Moxie Marlinspike, 
with an initial $50 million from 
WhatsApp co-founder Brian 
Acton.

Both Signal and WhatsApp, 
which was bought by Mark 

Zuckerberg in 2014, are based 
on the same protocol built by 
Marlinspike.

"We're not tied to any ma-
jor tech companies, and we can 
never be acquired by one ei-
ther," Signal's website reads. De-
velopment is mainly supported 
by grants and donations.

Very outspoken compared 
to other Silicon Valley bosses, 
Signal's president is Meredith 
Whittaker, who spent years 
working for Google and is a 
fierce critic of business models 
built on the extraction of per-
sonal data.

Was Signal hacked?
Signal's encryption itself has 

not been broken.
Cyberattackers accused of 

Russian links did not target the 
encryption system directly.

Instead, recent attacks relied 
on phishing -- tricking users 
into handing over access to their 
accounts.

The attacks work by sending 
messages purporting to come 
from Signal support, like fake 
security alerts or invites to join 
group chats.

Once users click on these 
links or enter sensitive account 
information, attackers can then 
gain access to messages and chat 
groups.

This means hackers gain ac-
cess to data shared on Signal 
and can also impersonate the 
person whose account was com-
promised.

Signal did not immediately re-
spond to requests for comment 
on the recent attacks.



07
MONDAY, APRIL 27,  2026

India strengthens energy security 
through diversified oil sourcing

Agencies

India has moved swiftly to 
strengthen its energy secu-
rity by expanding crude oil 

purchases from a wider range 
of global suppliers, including 
Russia, Africa, Iran and Vene-
zuela, according to analysts 
and industry data.

A s  t h e  w o r l d ’ s 
third-largest oil con-
sumer, India has 
d e m o n s t r a t e d 
supply agil-
i t y  b y 

broadening its sourcing mix and 
ensuring steady fuel availability 
despite disruptions in tradition-
al trade routes. Analysts say the 
country’s ability to tap multiple 
suppli- ers reflects the grow-

ing sophisti-
cation of its 

en-

ergy strategy.
Import data shows that Indian 

refiners significantly increased 
purchases of Russian crude in 
March, with imports averaging 
nearly 1.98 million barrels per 
day, helping stabilise supplies 
during a period of global un-
certainty. Industry experts note 
that policy flexibility and time-

ly international coordination 
enabled refiners to secure 

addit ional  vol-
umes ef-

ficiently.
India has also strengthened 

energy ties with African produc-
ers. Imports from Angola rose 
sharply in March, while Nigeria 
supplied additional cargoes in 
April, reinforcing Africa’s role 
as a reliable partner in India’s 
diversification efforts.

At the same time, shipments 
from Iran and Venezuela re-
sumed in April, adding further 
depth to India’s supply portfolio. 

Analysts describe these flows as 
a strategic boost for refiners, 
offering greater optionality and 
reinforcing supply resilience.

Despite shifts in sourcing, 
domestic fuel availability has 
remained stable. State-run oil 
companies have continued to 
supply petrol and diesel without 
price increases, supported by 
government measures including 
excise duty adjustments.

The oil ministry said coordi-
nated action by the government 

and public sector oil firms 
has helped shield 

consumers from 
global  price 

volatility. 

Officials emphasised that India 
has successfully kept retail fuel 
prices steady over recent years 
through proactive planning and 
policy support.

Energy analysts say India’s 
multi-pronged sourcing strate-
gy, combined with timely fiscal 
measures, has preserved access 
to crude supplies while protect-
ing domestic markets—under-
scoring the country’s growing 
role as a confident and adaptive 
global energy consumer.

AI firms flex lobbying muscle 
on both side of Atlantic

• Lobbying outlays by 
the tech industry have 
surged 55% since 2021 
to reach 151 million 
euros ($177 million) 
last year, according to 
study by the Corporate 
Europe Observatory 
and LobbyControl, 
a nonprofit.

AFP | Paris, France

AI developers are ramping 
up efforts to win over the 

hearts and minds of officials in 
Europe and the United States, 
hoping to sway governments as 
they weigh high-stake regula-
tory frameworks for the ever 
more powerful technology.

Flush with cash, the firms 
are also wooing the general 
public, insisting that artificial 
intelligence will be a force for 
good -- and not a destroyer of 
jobs or an existential threat for 
humanity.

ChatGPT maker OpenAI un-
veiled this month a 13-page 
"Industrial Policy for the In-
telligence Age" that calls for 
new taxation and expanded 
safety nets to ensure society 
withstands the arrival of su-
perintelligent systems.

It has even bought TBPN, a 
technology-focused talk show, 
to help shape the narrative.

But the pol- icy doc-
u m e n t a l s o 

came just days after a public 
backlash forced the company 
to halt plans for a sexually ex-
plicit chatbot.

OpenAI has also faced legal 
challenges from families of 
teenagers who say ChatGPT 
caused harm and even suicide 
among young people, prompt-
ing the company to introduce 
an age-verification system.

"This is a turning point" for 
the industry, and companies 
"are spending a fortune to try 
to get favourable measures 
passed in their patch", said Al-
exandra Iteanu, a Paris-based 
lawyer specialising in digital 
law.

Politicians in pocket?
The AI industry has trans-

formed Washington lobbying 
at extraordinary speed, with 
more than 3,500 federal lob-
byists -- one-fourth of the to-
tal -- working on AI issues last 
year, a 170 percent increase 
over three years, according to 
Public Citizen, a consumer ad-
vocacy group.

The established giants like 
Meta, Google and Microsoft 
still dominate spending, but 
AI start-ups like OpenAI and 
Anthropic have rapidly built 
out their Washington presence, 
hiring elite firms and expand-
ing in-house policy shops.

Anthropic for example has 
focussed its message on pro-
moting AI safety and tighter 
regulation.

But OpenAI is also actively 
pushing 

the industry's top legislative 
priority of preventing US states 
from passing their own laws 
governing AI, an effort that has 
twice failed in Congress but re-
mains very much alive, backed 
by a sympathetic White House.

The influence campaign has 
moved into electoral politics, 
with a pro-AI campaign called 
Leading the Future assembling 
a $100 million war chest to 
back AI friendly candidates in 
the 2026 midterms.

President Donald Trump, a 
fierce opponent of AI regula-
tion, counts OpenAI's cofound-
er Sam Altman and its presi-
dent Greg Brockman among 
his biggest donors.

European regulators are 
also feeling the heat, with the 
French start-up Mistral re-
cently presenting in Brussels a 
22-point plan to accelerate AI 
development on the Continent.

Lobbying outlays by the tech 
industry have surged 55% since 
2021 to reach 151 million euros 
($177 million) last year, accord-
ing to study by the Corporate 
Europe Observatory and Lob-
byControl, a nonprofit.

'Concentration of wealth'
For Margarida Silva of the 

Centre for Research on Multi-
national Corporations (SOMO, 
a Dutch nonprofit), AI firms 
are working from playbook of 
the oil and smoking industries, 
but with one major difference.

"They're just the wealthi-
est companies in the world, 
so they have a lot of money 

that they can use to put 

towards lobbying," Silva said.
"When you have such in-

tense corporate lobbying that 
is based on having such a con-
centration of wealth, and that 
is standing in the way of public 
interest regulations... we are 
really talking about a demo-
cratic threat," she added.

Many executives also culti-
vate friendships with elected 
officials to have "privileged 
channels" with public adminis-
trations, said Charles Thibout, 
a politic science professor at 
the Sciences Po Strasbourg 
university in eastern France.

He noted the phalanx of tech 
moguls at Trump's inaugura-
tion last year, and the close ties 
between Mistral's cofounder 
Arthur Mensch and French 
President Emmanuel Macron.

Political leaders are often 
keen to be seen with AI's top 
names, Thibout added, if only 
to help get some of their huge 
development spending for 
their states or regions.

But "lawmakers are not 
fooled", said Iteanu, as enthu-
siasm for AI has not dispelled 
public wariness about its po-
tential consequences.

Despite the colossal spend-
ing in the United States, for ex-
ample, opinion polls regularly 
show that Americans remain 
highly sceptical about the tech-
nology's benefits, and more 
worried that it spells doom for 
millions of jobs.

Sri Lanka seeks 
buyers for white-
elephant airport

AFP | Colombo, Sri Lanka

Sri Lanka’s government is-
sued a call yesterday for 

investments in a currently 
loss-making airport, after a 
30-year lease agreement with 
an Indo-Russian joint venture 
had failed to take off.

Mattala Rajapaksa Interna-
tional Airport, built with Chi-
nese loans near a wildlife sanc-
tuary on the island’s southern 
coast, has no regular flights.

The small airport has failed 
to generate enough revenue 
to cover even electricity bills 
since opening in 2013, and has 
been a running sore on state 
coffers.

Calling for expressions of 
interest from investors, the 
government said the facility 
offers “untapped potential for 
growth opportunities... for ex-
otic tourism development and 
strategic investment”.

Two years ago, the Sri Lan-
kan government announced it 
had awarded a 30-year lease 
to a joint venture between In-
dia’s Shaurya Aeronautics and 
Russia’s Airports of Regions 
Management Company, but 
the plan never materialised.

The airport is named after 
former president Mahinda Ra-
japaksa, who borrowed heavily 
from China for infrastructure 
projects that quickly became 
commercial failures.

Debts to China are partly 
blamed for an unprecedented 

financial crisis that prompted 
Sri Lanka to default on its $46 
billion foreign debt in 2022.

Since receiving an Interna-
tional Monetary Fund bailout 
early the following year, Sri 
Lanka has sought to privatise 
a host of unprofitable state-
owned enterprises, with no 
success.

The Mattala airport is locat-
ed on a migratory bird route, 
with several aircraft forced to 
ground after striking airborne 
fowl.

At one point, Sri Lanka’s 
military deployed hundreds 
of troops to remove deer, wild 
buffalo and elephants from the 
runway so operations could 
continue.

The airport is regarded as an 
alternate destination in case of 
bad weather at the country’s 
main international gateway 
in the capital Colombo, a half-
hour flight away.

Several cargo carriers and 
some charter aircraft operate 
via Mattala, but the revenue 
is insufficient for the facility’s 
upkeep, according to official 
reports.

In 2017, unable to repay a 
large Chinese loan, Sri Lan-
ka allowed China Merchants 
Port Holdings to take over the 
Hambantota port, near Mat-
tala.

The deal, which granted the 
Chinese company a 99-year 
lease, fuelled fears over Bei-
jing’s use of “debt traps” to 
exert influence.

Indian-flagged oil tanker Kashimasan remains docked near an offloading terminal at Butcher Island, off the coast in Mumbai

KNOW WHAT

Artificial intelligence refers to 
systems designed to perform 
tasks that normally require 
human intelligence—such as 

learning, reasoning and language 
understanding—and today powers 

tools from voice assistants to 
advanced chatbots.
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Trump was the target 
of an assassination 

attempt during a rally 
in Butler, Pennsylvania 
in 2024. A gunman fired 
several shots, killing an 
audience member and 
lightly wounding the 

president in the ear.

KNOW WHAT

‘Get down!
Trump evacuated as shooter opens fire at Washington gala; The man was detained at the scene

US Secret Service 
agents bundled Don-
ald Trump from the 
stage as shots rang 
out Saturday at a 

media gala, in what 
the president later 

described as an attack 
by a “would-be assas-

sin.”

Armed guards opened 
fire at the gunman 

who charged through 
a security checkpoint 
just outside the ball-

room of the hotel 
where Trump, First 

Lady Melania Trump, 
senior government 

officials and hundreds 
of other black-tie 

guests had gathered.

People dived under 
tables in chaotic 

scenes as Secret Ser-
vice teams swarmed 
into the glitzy White 
House Correspond-

ents’ Association din-
ner held annually at 

the Washington Hilton 
in the US capital.

King Charles says 
‘greatly relieved’ 
Trump unharmed 
after Washington 

shooting

• Tactical teams with guns drawn took position 
on the stage where Trump had been sitting 
during dinner before he was evacuated.

• Police surrounded the hotel, and 
helicopters hovered overhead.

• “They seem to think he was a lone wolf, and I feel 
that too,” the president said at a news conference 
at the White House shortly after the incident.

• The security breach occurred after the 
welcoming speech and during dinner, 
before Trump was due to speak.

• Cabinet members were evacuated 
first, as confusion and concern spread 
through the partying guests.

A few months lat-
er, another man was 

arrested after a Secret 
Service agent saw the 
barrel of a rifle poking 
from the bushes on the 
perimeter of the West 

Palm Beach golf course 
where Trump was 

playing a round.

The Washington 
Hilton where Satur-

day’s gala was taking 
place was the site 

where Republican Pres-
ident Ronald Reagan 

was shot by a would-be 
assassin in 1981.

The “Nerd Prom” 
-- as attendees dub it 

-- brings together jour-
nalists and the who’s 
who of Washington to 

raise funds for scholar-
ships and awards.

Trump’s motorcade zoomed out of the Hilton a few minutes after
 8:40 pm and headed for the White House.

Trump, still in black tie, 
appeared at the podium 

in the White House briefing 
room with Melania Trump, 
Vice President JD Vance, FBI 

chief Kash Patel and other 
top officials.

"I fought like hell to stay" 
at the dinner but Secret 
Service agents said he had 

to leave, said Trump, who 
narrowly escaped an assas-
sination attempt at a rally in 
Butler, Pennsylvania in 2024

Trump added howev-

er that the gala would be 
rescheduled. "We're going 
to do it again," said Trump. 
"We're not gonna let anyone 
take over our society."

“I fought like hell to stay” 

This image released by US President Donald Trump via his Truth Social account (@realDonaldTrump) shows a person he claims to be the alleged 
suspect in the shooting incident at the White House Correspondents’ Dinner on the ground after being apprehended

Trump and his officials 'likely' targets 
of gunman: acting attorney general

• Donald Trump was a "likely" target of 
last night's shooting at the White House 
Correspondents' Dinner, according to 
the acting US attorney general

• Todd Blanche says "preliminary" findings 
suggest the suspected gunman was targeting 
members of the Trump administration

• US media identify the suspect as Cole Tomas 
Allen, 31, from Torrance, California - Blanche says 
the suspect is not cooperating with the authorities

• Police earlier said the suspect's motive 
remains unknown, and law enforcement has 
been searching an address in Torrance believed 
to be linked to the suspected gunman

Journalist Karen Travers, White House Press Secretary Karoline Leavitt, US First Lady Melania Trump, US President Donald 
Trump and CBS News senior White House correspondent Weijia Jiang attend the White House Correspondents’ dinner at the 
Washington Hilton in Washington, DC

Trump says 
shooting sus-

pect wrote 
anti-Christian 

manifesto
Trump says 
shooting proves 
need for his White 
House ballroom
Washington, United 
States

Pr e s i d e n t  D o n a l d 
Trump on Sunday 

used a shooting at a gala he 
attended in Washington to 
push his plans to construct 
a huge ballroom next to 
the White House that has 
faced legal challenges.

“What happened last 
night is exactly the reason 
that our great Military, Se-
cret Service, Law Enforce-
ment and, for different 
reasons, every President 
for the last 150 years, have 
been DEMANDING that 
a large, safe, and secure 
Ballroom be built ON THE 
GROUNDS OF THE WHITE 
HOUSE,” Trump wrote on 
his Truth Social platform.

The $400-million ball-
room has become a pas-
sion project for Trump 
during his second term 
and he has addressed it 
often in public appearanc-
es, press conferences and 
meetings.
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First Spanish set-
tlement in the Phil-
ippines is founded 
in Cebu City

Steamboat “SS Sultana” explodes in the Mississippi 
River, killing up to 1,800 of the 2,427 passengers in 

the greatest maritime disaster in United States histo-
ry; most are paroled Union POWs on their way home.

The Australian Labor Party 
under Prime Minister Chris 
Watson becomes the first La-
bor government in the world

Italian partisans 
capture Benito 

Mussolini in Dongo, 
near Lake Como
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I just spoke to @POTUS

 Donald Trump to ex-
press my solidarity 

with him and @FLOTUS

 after the attempted at-
tack. Thanks to the se-

curity services no one 
was seriously harmed 
and the injured police 
officer is recovering. We 
underlined that political 
violence has no place in 
our democracies.

@vonderleyen

The armed attack tar-
geting the President 

of the United States last 
night is unacceptable. Vi-
olence has no place in a 
democracy. I extend my 
full support to Donald 
Trump.

@EmmanuelMacron

Political hatred has no 
place in our democ-

racies. We will not allow 
fanaticism to poison the 
spaces of free debate and 
information

@GiorgiaMeloni

Relieved to learn that 
President Trump, 

the First Lady and Vice 
President are safe and 
unharmed following 
the recent security inci-
dent at a Washington DC 
hotel. I extend my best 
wishes for their contin-
ued safety and well-be-
ing. Violence has no 
place in a democracy and 
must be unequivocally 
condemned.

@narendramodi

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)

02Shots fired

“I guess he lives in California”
Trump said one officer was 

shot at close range but 
appeared to not be criti-

cally injured.
He added that the venue was 

“not a particularly secure” facil-
ity, as questions swirled about 
the president’s safety.

Trump said at the hastily ar-
ranged news conference that 
he first thought the noise was 
a tray being dropped before he 
realized it was gunfire. He said 
he planned to re-schedule the 
media gala within a month.

City officials said the suspect, 
who will be arraigned in court 
on Monday on firearm and as-
sault charges, appeared to have 
been a guest at the hotel. He was 
armed with a shotgun, handgun 
and knives. “Law enforcement 
exchanged gunfire with the in-
dividual,” Washington police 
chief Jeffery Carroll told re-
porters. “A US Secret Service 
uniformed division officer was 
struck in his vest. He was trans-
ported to a local hospital for 
treatment. He appears to be in 

good spirits.”
Trump told reporters that the 

authorities have gone to the sus-
pect’s apartment and “I guess he 
lives in California.”

An AFP photographer saw 
FBI tactical agents entering a 
two-story, brown house in Tor-
rance, California associated 
with the suspect.

Multiple US news outlets 
identified the suspect as 31-year-
old Cole Tomas Allen from the 
southwestern Los Angeles sub-
urb. A LinkedIn profile with 

the name “Cole Allen” showed 
a picture of a man which ap-
peared to match a photo of the 
suspect shared by Trump.

The social media profile said 
Allen was a mechanical engi-
neer, computer scientist, game 
developer and teacher.

Last year, Allen uploaded a 
picture wearing a graduation 
gown and cap, saying he was 
“done” with his computer 
science master’s degree from 
California State University 
Dominguez Hills.

“It was either a tray or a bullet. I thought 
I was hoping it was a tray, but it wasn’t.”

How the 
shooting at the 

White House 
Correspondents’ 
Dinner unfolded

* Around 8:35 p.m. ET 
(0035 GMT on Sunday), 

guests at the Washington 
Hilton dinner took cover 
when shots were heard, vid-
eo footage showed. Soon 
after, Secret Service agents 
rushed towards Trump, es-
corting the president and ​
his cabinet from the ball-
room.

* A  so le  gunm a n h a d 
rushed a Secret Ser-

vice checkpoint ​in a lobby, 
Washington, D.C., Mayor 
Muriel Bowser and interim 
Police Chief Jeffery ⁠Car-
roll later told reporters.

* The suspect charged the 
Secret Service check-

point in the hotel’s lobby ​
area and was armed with 
a shotgun, a handgun and 
multiple knives, Carroll 
said. As the ​suspect ran 
through that checkpoint, 
Secret Service members in-
tercepted him.

* A Secret Service agent 
was injured and trans-

ported to a local hospital, 
the mayor said, adding the 
suspect was also transferred 
to a local hospital where he ​
was evaluated.

* “We do know that law 
enforcement exchanged 

gunfire with the individ-
ual. ... The suspect in this ​
case, he was not struck by 
gunfire,” Carroll said. “Law 
enforcement ... they actually 
tackled him into the ground 
and ‌handcuffed ⁠him.”

* Around 9:17 p.m. ET (0117 
GMT), Trump made his 

first comments after the 
shooting, saying law en-
forcement “acted quickly 
and bravely.” Trump posted 
on Truth Social that “the 
shooter has been appre-
hended.” Trump said he rec-
ommended that the event 
continue.

* About 20 minutes later, 
Trump posted again say-

ing law enforcement ​asked 
him and others to ​leave the 
premises ⁠of the venue and 
that he was complying with 
that request. The event will 
be rescheduled “within 30 
days,” Trump said

* Around 10:30 p.m. ET 
(0230 ​GMT), Trump ad-

dressed the media in a press 
conference at the White ​
House, accompanied ⁠by 
the director of the FBI and 
the acting US attorney gen-
eral. Trump and other law 
enforcement officials said 
preliminary information 
suggested the suspect was 
a lone shooter.

* Around 11:13 p.m. ET 
(0313 GMT), ⁠Jeanine Pir-

ro, ​the US Attorney for the 
District of Columbia, told 
reporters ​the suspect was 
being charged with using 
a firearm during a crime of 
violence and assault on a 
federal officer ​with a dan-
gerous weapon.

Vance being pulled out of chair during shoot-out chaos

A screen grab taken from a video filmed by an AFP reporter shows armed agents moving to the stage after loud bangs were heard 
during the White House Correspondents' dinner at the Washington Hilton in Washington, DC

The annual event -- a private, not government, function -- was at the Washington 
Hilton, a few blocks north of the White House, where it has been held for decades.



Well, you know, I’ve studied assassinations

I hate to say I’m honored by that, but I’ve done a 
lot. We’ve changed this country, and there are a 
lot of people that are not happy about that. So I 

think that’s the answer

And I must tell you the most impactful people, 
the people that do the most -- you take a look 

at Abraham Lincoln... the people that make the 
biggest impact, they’re the ones that they go 

after
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Abraham Lincoln was 
assassinated on 14 
April 1865 at Ford’s 

Theatre while watching 
a play; he was shot by 
John Wilkes Booth, a 
well-known actor and 
Confederate sympa-
thiser, and died the 
following morning.

KNOW

BETTER

‘I’ve studied assassinations’
Trump muses on reasons for latest shooting

AFP | Washington, United States

US  P r e s i d e n t  D o n a l d 
Trump struck a philo-
sophical tone Saturday 

after a shooter rushed a media 
gala in Washington, the latest in 
a series of incidents to target the 
Republican leader.

“I ask respectfully, why do you 
think this keeps happening to 
you?” a reporter asked Trump 
after the chaotic incident at the 
White House Correspondents’ 
Dinner.

Trump had a ready answer, 
and it was about the 79-year-
old’s own position in the pan-
theon of US presidents.

“Well, you know, I’ve stud-
ied assassinations,” Trump said. 
“And I must tell you the most 
impactful people, the people 
that do the most -- you take a 
look at Abraham Lincoln... the 
people that make the biggest 
impact, they’re the ones that 
they go after.”

“I hate to say I’m honored by 
that, but I’ve done a lot,” Trump 
added. “We’ve changed this 
country, and there are a lot of 
people that are not happy about 
that. So I think that’s the an-
swer.”

Trump, who survived an as-
sassination attempt at an elec-

tion rally in 2024, added that “I 
lead a pretty normal life, consid-
ering, you know, it’s a dangerous 
life.”

“A lot of other people, you 
know, you read stories where 
they become basket cases. To be 
honest, I’m not a basket case.”

Trump meanwhile took a 
measured tone towards the press 

-- despite previously calling it 
the “enemy of the people” -- say-
ing there was “a tremendous 
amount of love and coming to-
gether” after the incident.

He said he had been ready to 
give the “most inappropriate 
speech ever made” but would 
now be “very boring” when the 
dinner was rescheduled.

The shooting on Satur-
day, which Trump blamed 
on a “would-be assassin,” 
also caused him to riff on one 
of his favorite topics -- the 
huge $400 million ballroom 
he is building at the White  
House.

Trump said the venue for the 
correspondents’ dinner, the 

Washington Hilton, was “not 
particularly secure” and showed 

the need for the construction of 
the new ballroom.

US President Donald Trump speaks flanked by US Vice President JD Vance, FBI Director Kash Patel, US Secretary of 
Homeland Security Markwayne Mullin, Acting Attorney General Todd Blanche, White House Press Secretary Karoline 
Leavitt, US Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth and US Secretary of State Marco Rubio during a press briefing in the Brady 
Briefing Room at the White House in Washington, DC, shortly after a shooting incident at the White House Correspondents’ 
Dinner

Trump says shooting won’t ‘deter’ him from Iran war
AFP | Washington, United States

US President Donald Trump 
said Saturday a shooting at 

the White House Correspond-
ents’ Association dinner would 
not deter him from the Iran war, 
although he believed the inci-
dent was unlikely linked to the 
conflict.

“It’s not going to deter me 

from winning the war in Iran. I 
don’t know if that had anything 
to do with it, I really don’t think 
so, based on what we know,” 
Trump told reporters in a brief-
ing at the White House after the 
shocking security incident.

Trump had earlier said, how-
ever, that “you never know” if 
it could be linked to the Iran 
war, and said investigators were 

working on the motive of the 
shooter whom he described as 
a “lone wolf.”

The US leader earlier Satur-
day canceled his envoys’ trip 
to Pakistan for peace talks with 
Iran, after being unimpressed 
with Tehran’s negotiating po-
sition following nearly two 
months of war.

‘Wine-Gate’ erupts after viral clips from 
correspondents’ dinner evacuation

TDT | agencies 

A c o n t r o v e r s y  d u b b e d 
“Wine-Gate” has erupted 

online after viral videos ap-
peared to show attendees at the 
White House Correspondents’ 
Dinner taking bottles of wine 
while evacuating the venue.

Clips circulating on social 
media show individuals, some 
appearing to be members of 
the press, placing unopened 
bottles into bags and jackets as 
guests were ushered out. The 
footage spread rapidly, with 
the term “Wine-Gate” trending 
within hours.

The videos have not been ful-
ly verified, and it remains un-
clear how many of those seen 
in the clips were accredited 
journalists or guests. No offi-

cial statement has confirmed 
misconduct.

The incident has drawn 
sharp criticism from some 
commentators, who described 
the behaviour as inappropri-
ate given the circumstances. 
Others online reacted with hu-
mour, with posts joking about 
attendees “stocking up” as they 
left.

The White House Corre-
spondents’ Dinner, an annual 
event attended by journal-
ists, public officials and ce-
lebrities, has not yet issued a 
formal response to the viral  
claims.

The debate continues on-
line, with questions raised over 
professionalism, optics and 
conduct during high-pressure 
situations.

Gaza civil defence says three killed in Israeli attacks
AFP | Gaza City, Palestinian 
Territories

Gaza's civil defence agency 
said Israeli strikes in the 

Palestinian territory on Sunday 
killed at least three people, in-
cluding a woman.

Despite an October cease-
fire, Gaza remains gripped by 
daily violence as Israeli strikes 
continue and both the Israe-
li military and Hamas accuse 
each other of breaking the  
truce.

"Three martyrs and several 
others were injured following 
attacks by occupation forces in 
Gaza City and Khan Yunis," said 
the agency, which operates as a 
rescue service under Hamas.

Two men were killed when 
an Israeli drone fired a missile 
that "struck a group of civilians" 
near the Kuwait roundabout in 
the Zeitun neighbourhood of 
Gaza City, the territory's larg-
est urban centre, the agency 
reported.

Gaza's Al-Shifa hospital 
confirmed it had received the 
bodies.

In a separate incident, a 

woman was killed after being 
shot by Israeli forces in Khan 
Yunis. Her body transferred to 
Nasser hospital, according to 
the agency.

The Israeli military said it 
was not aware of any incident 
involving the death of a wom-

an in Khan Yunis, adding it 
was looking into reports con-
cerning the deaths of the two  
men.

The October truce has largely 
halted the Gaza war that began 
after Hamas's October 7, 2023 
attack.

People inspect a destroyed civilian vehicle after it was targeted by an Israeli 
airstrike that allegedly killed three people on Salah al-Din Street, south of 
Bureij camp for Palestinian refugees in the central Gaza Strip

Russia, North Korea agree ‘long-
term’ military cooperation

• North Korean 
soldiers are said to have 
been instructed to kill 
themselves rather than 
be captured in battle.

AFP | Seoul, South Korea

Russia and North Korea have 
agreed to “long-term” mil-

itary cooperation, Russia’s de-
fence ministry said Sunday, as 
Moscow’s military chief visited 
officials in Pyongyang.

Pyongyang has sent thou-
sands of troops -- as well as mis-
siles and munitions -- to sup-
port Russia’s war in Ukraine.

In return, analysts say North 
Korea is receiving financial aid, 
military technology, food and 
energy from Russia, helping 
Pyongyang circumvent heavy 
international sanctions over its 
banned nuclear programmes.

The two countries signed a 

military treaty in 2024, obli-
gating both states to provide 
military assistance “without 
delay” in the event of an attack 
on the other.

“We agreed with the DPRK 
Defence Ministry to place our 
military cooperation on a sta-
ble, long-term footing,” Mos-
cow’s Defence Minister Andrey 
Belousov said, using the initials 
of North Korea’s official name.

“We are ready to sign a plan 
this year for Russian–Kore-
an military cooperation for 
the period of 2027–2031,” he  
added.

Russian officials are in 
Pyongyang for the opening cer-
emony of a memorial complex 
honouring those killed while 
supporting Moscow’s war effort 
against Ukraine.

Belousov met North Ko-
rea’s leader Kim Jong-un and 
Defence Minister No Kwang 
Chol on Sunday, while Russia’s 
parliamentary speaker Vy-
acheslav Volodin also met Kim 

and thanked him for the role 
of North Korean troops in “the 
liberation of Kursk”.

Pyongyang has deployed 
troops to Russia’s western 
Kursk region to fend off a 
months-long counter-offensive 
by Kyiv’s troops.

Belousov presented military 
awards to North Korean ser-
vicemen who took part in the 
Kursk operation, the Russian 
defence ministry said.

“Korean soldiers fought 
shoulder to shoulder with our 
soldiers and officers, liberating 
Russian soil from the Ukrainian 
Nazis,” Volodin said.

Seoul estimates about 2,000 
North Koreans have been killed 
in Moscow’s war with Ukraine.

North Korean soldiers are 
said to have been instructed to 
kill themselves rather than be 
captured in battle.

Only two North Korean 
troops have been captured alive 
and are currently in custody of 
Ukrainian authorities.
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Iran minister returns to Pakistan 
despite US talks cancellation

• Trump told Fox News 
he had scrapped the 
trip, saying there was 
no point “sitting around 
talking about nothing”

• “They gave us a 
paper that should 
have been better 
and -- interestingly 
-- immediately when I 
cancelled it, within 10 
minutes, we got a new 
paper that was much 
better,” he told reporters

AFP | Islamabad, Pakistan

Iran’s foreign minister re-
turned to Islamabad for 
more consultations yester-

day, as international mediators 
tried to keep peace talks on track 
despite US President Donald 
Trump calling off his envoys’ 
planned trip.

According to the Iranian news 
agency ISNA, Abbas Araghchi 
was to sit down with Pakistani 
officials to convey “Iran’s posi-
tions and views on the frame-
work of any understanding to 
completely end the war” in the 
Middle East.

The minister had already been 

in Islamabad only the day be-
fore, after which he travelled 
to Oman, while other Iranian 
envoys went to Tehran “to con-
sult and obtain the necessary 
instructions on issues related to 
ending the war”, according to 
the agency.

Before Saturday’s Iran-Paki-
stan meetings in Islamabad, the 
White House had announced 
that Trump’s peace envoy Steve 
Witkoff and son-in-law Jared 
Kushner were planning to leave 
for Pakistan to engage in further 
negotiations.

But Trump later told Fox 
News he had scrapped the trip, 
saying there was no point “sit-
ting around talking about noth-
ing”. He dismissed Tehran’s 
negotiating position, but added 
that it had revised its proposal 
within minutes of his decision.

“They gave us a paper that 
should have been better and 
-- interestingly -- immediately 
when I cancelled it, within 10 
minutes, we got a new paper 
that was much better,” he told 
reporters, without elaborating.

‘Very fruitful’

Asked separately whether 
halting the trip meant a return 
to open hostilities, Trump said: 
“No, it doesn’t mean that. We 
haven’t thought about it yet.”

On Saturday, Araghchi met 
Pakistan’s military chief Asim 
Munir, a key mediator, Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif and 
Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar, be-
fore flying on to Muscat.

He is expected to go to Mos-
cow after the talks in Islamabad.

Araghchi described his ini-
tial Pakistan trip as “very fruit-
ful” but signalled scepticism 
over Washington’s intentions. 
“Have yet to see if the US is truly 
serious about diplomacy,” he  
said.

Hormuz blockade deepens
Pressure to end the war has 

intensified as the Strait of Hor-
muz -- a vital oil and gas route 
-- remains closed.

Iran’s Revolutionary Guards 
said they had no intention of 
lifting their blockade, which has 
roiled energy markets.

The United States has im-
posed a blockade of Iranian 
ports in retaliation.

 Israel strikes Lebanon
On the war’s Lebanese front, 

Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu ordered strikes 
on Hezbollah and accused the 
Iran-backed group of violating 
a ceasefire that was extended 
this week.

“It must be understood that 
Hezbollah’s violations are, in 
practice, dismantling the cease-
fire,” Netanyahu said, during 
Sunday’s weekly cabinet meet-
ing.

Lebanese official media said 
Israel’s military began striking 
the country’s south after issu-
ing an evacuation warning for 
seven locations, despite the 

ceasefire with the Iran-backed  
group.

“Israeli warplanes launched 
a strike” in Kfar Tibnit -- one 
of the locations included in the 
warning -- the state-run Na-
tional News Agency said, add-
ing that there were reports of  
casualties.

Under the terms of the cease-
fire, Israel reserves the right to 
act against “planned, imminent 
or ongoing attacks”.

Police officers stand guard near the Serena Hotel, the venue for expected US-Iran talks, in Islamabad’s Red Zone

Israeli soldier 
killed

The Israeli army said one of 
its troops was killed "dur-

ing combat" in south Lebanon, 
where a ceasefire has been in 
place since mid-April.

Israel and Iran-backed Hez-
bollah have accused each oth-
er of breaching the truce.

 Iran FM to 
meet Putin 

Iranian Foreign Minister 
Abbas Araghchi will meet 

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin during a visit to Moscow 
on Monday, the ISNA news 
agency reported.

Chernobyl, 40 years since disaster
AFP | Chernobyl, Ukraine

Ukraine yesterday marked 
the 40th anniversary 
of the explosion at the 

Chernobyl nuclear power plant 
-- the worst civilian nuclear dis-
aster in history.

It comes four years into the 
Russian invasion that has put 
the plant once again under 
threat and raised risks of an-
other radioactive catastrophe.

Here are five things to know 
about the disaster and the plant 
today:

Explosion
At 01:23 on April 26, 1986, a 

human error during a safety test 
triggered a blast in reactor num-
ber four at the Chernobyl nucle-
ar plant in northern Ukraine, 
then part of the Soviet Union.

The explosion tore the inside 
of the building apart, sending a 
plume of radioactive smoke into 
the atmosphere, with nuclear 
fuel burning for more than 10 
days.

Thousands of tonnes of sand, 
c l a y and lead 

ingots were dropped by heli-
copter to contain the radioac-
tive leak.

The International Atomic En-
ergy Agency (IAEA) determined 
the main cause of the disaster 
was “severe deficiencies in the 
design of the reactor and the 
shutdown system” combined 
with “violation” of operation 
procedures.

Radioactive cloud
In the following days, the ra-

dioactive plume heavily con-
taminated Ukraine, Belarus and 
Russia before spreading across 
Europe.

The first public alert came 
only two days later, on April 
28, when Sweden detected a 
spike in radiation levels on its 
territory.

The IAEA was officially no-
tified of the accident on April 
30, but Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev did not publicly ac-
knowledge it until May 14.

Thousands are estimated to 
have died as a result of exposure 
to the radiation, though assess-

ments of the precise human toll 
vary.

A 2005 UN report put the 
number of confirmed and pro-
jected deaths at 4,000 in the 
three worst-affected countries. 
Greenpeace in 2006 estimated 
that the disaster had caused 
close to 100,000 deaths.

According to the United Na-
tions, some 600,000 people 
involved in the clean-up oper-
ation -- known as “liquidators” 
-- were exposed to high levels 
of radiation.

The disaster raised public 
fears of nuclear energy, fuelling 
a surge in anti-nuclear move-
ments across Europe.

Russian occupation
Russian forces occupied the 

power plant on the first day 
of Moscow’s 2022 invasion of 
Ukraine.

They captured the plant 
without fighting after sending 
tens of thousands of troops and 
hundreds of tanks into Ukraine 
from Be-
larus, 

Moscow’s close ally.
Russian soldiers dug trench-

es and set up camps in areas 
such as the so-called Red For-
est, named after the colour its 
trees turned from radiation ex-
plosion.

Their seizure of the defunct 
plant raised intense fears a mil-
itary incident could trigger a 
catastrophic nuclear disaster 
at the site.

Russia’s army withdrew 
around a month into the war, 
as part of a pullback after failing 
to encircle and capture the cap-
ital Kyiv amid fierce Ukrainian 
resistance.

New threats
The remains of the plant are 

covered by an inner steel-and-
concrete structure known as 
the sarcophagus, hastily built 
after the 1986 disaster.

A newer hi-tech outer shell, 
the New Safe Confinement, 
was installed in 2016-2017, de-
signed to eventually replace the 
sarcophagus, which was not 

intended to be a permanent 
s o l u -

tion.
The massive metal outer 

structure was punctured by a 
Russian drone in February 2025, 
losing its ability to contain ra-
diation.

In a report published in April, 
Greenpeace said as the outer 
shell “cannot be repaired at the 
moment, it cannot function as 
it was designed, there’s a pos-
sibility of radioactive releases.”

Repairs are expected to take 
around three to four years.

Another Russian strike could 
see the radiation shelter col-
lapse, the plant’s director told 
AFP in December 2025.

Exclusion zone
The area around the plant 

was evacuated and became an 
exclusion zone, with abandoned 
towns, fields and forests.

In total, more than 2,200 
square kilometres in northern 
Ukraine and 2,600 square kilo-
metres in southern Belarus are 
effectively uninhabitable.

People will not be able to safe-
ly live there for the next 24,000 

years, the IAEA says.
T h e  c i t y  o f 

Pripyat, three kilometres from 
the plant with a population of 
48,000 residents in 1986, was 
completely evacuated.

It remains abandoned, with 
its empty, decaying buildings 
-- including a rusting amuse-
ment park and ferris wheel -- 
resembling a post-apocalyptic 
ghost town.

Before Russia’s 2022 inva-
sion, guided visits to the site 
were possible, but for nearly 
three years the area has been 
closed to tourists.

Without human presence, the 
area has effectively become a 
vast nature reserve, where the 
rare and endangered Przew-
alski horse was reintroduced 
in 1998.

24k
People will not be able to 
safely live there for the 
next 24,000 years, the 

IAEA says.
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India UAE Strategic Alignment
NSA Doval meets UAE President to advance cooperation across key sectors

India and the United Arab 
Emirates reaffirmed their 
growing strategic part-

nership following a high-level 
meeting this week between In-
dia’s National Security Advisor 
Ajit Doval and UAE President 
His Highness Sheikh Mohamed 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan.

NSA Doval’s official visit to 
the UAE highlighted the con-
tinued momentum in bilateral 
relations between New Delhi 
and Abu Dhabi, which have ex-
panded significantly in recent 
years across political, economic, 
and security domains.

Strategic Cooperation
Both sides examined ways to 

further deepen collaboration 

in defence, security, technolo-
gy, energy, and trade. The en-
gagement reflected the growing 
scale and depth of ties that have 
positioned the India–UAE re-
lationship as one of the most 
significant partnerships in the 
region.

The leaders also discussed re-
gional and global developments, 
exchanging views on the evolv-
ing geopolitical landscape and 
the importance of maintaining 
stability, peace, and prosperity 
in the wider region.

Priorities on Security and 
Growth

Counter-terrorism coopera-
tion, economic connectivity, and 
long-term development initia-

tives were among the key areas 
of mutual interest highlighted 
during the talks. Both countries 
reiterated their commitment to 
strengthening coordination on 
shared security challenges and 
expanding economic opportu-
nities.

The India–UAE Comprehen-
sive Strategic Partnership, es-
tablished in 2017, has steadily 
broadened beyond traditional 
cooperation into emerging sec-
tors such as fintech, renewa-
ble energy, food security, and 
advanced technologies. Reg-
ular high-level engagements 
continue to reinforce the for-
ward-looking nature of the re-
lationship.

The latest meeting under-

scores the sustained diplomat-
ic engagement between New 
Delhi and Abu Dhabi, reflecting 
a shared commitment to long-
term strategic alignment. In 
an increasingly complex global 
environment, both nations con-
tinue to emphasize consistent 
dialogue at the highest levels as a 
cornerstone of their partnership.

India and the UAE 
reaffirmed their strong 

strategic partnership 
during high-level talks, 

highlighting growing 
cooperation in security, 

trade, and emerging 
sectors.

UAE launches AED 1bn 
industrial resilience fund

Shaikh Mo-
h a m m e d 
bin Rashid 

Al Maktoum, rul-
er of Dubai has 
announced the 
creation of a spe-
cial national fund 
aimed at strength-
ening the United 
Arab Emirates’ 
industrial sec-
tor and boosting 
long-term eco-
nomic resilience.

The initiative 
establishes a 1 bil-
lion dirham Industrial Resilience 
Fund designed to support the 
localisation of vital industries 
across the UAE. It will focus on 
reducing dependency on im-
ports, strengthening domestic 
supply chains, and accelerating 
the adoption of advanced tech-

nologies, including artificial in-
telligence.

The move is part of broader 
efforts to enhance the country’s 
industrial competitiveness and 
future-readiness, ensuring key 
sectors are better equipped to re-
spond to global economic shifts 

and disruptions.
Officials say the fund will also 

encourage innovation and in-
vestment in high-priority man-
ufacturing areas, aligning with 
the UAE’s long-term vision of a 
diversified, knowledge-based 
economy.

Three Rescued After Boat Capsizes Off Oman

Authorities confirmed that 
three Omani nationals were 

safely rescued after their vessel 
capsized in open waters off the 
coast of Barka in South Al Bati-
nah Governorate.

According to the Royal Oman 
Police, the Coast Guard Unit 
coordinated with a local fishing 
boat crew to conduct a swift 
rescue operation, ensuring all 
three individuals on board were 
brought to safety without injury.

Following the rescue, the 
Coast Guard recovered the over-
turned vessel and towed it to the 
marine dock at the fishing port 
in the Wilayat of Barka.

Authorities praised the rapid 

coordination between emergen-
cy responders and local fish-
ermen, noting it played a key 
role in the operation’s successful 
outcome.

Barka is a coastal wilayat in 
northern Oman, located along 
the Sea of Oman and bordered 
by the Hajar Mountains in the 
Al Batinah region.

Oman, Iran Discuss Regional Issues

His Majesty the Sultan, 
received Iran’s Foreign 
Minister, Dr. Abbas 

Araghchi, at Al Barakah Majestic 
Palace. Discussions focused on 
the latest regional developments 
and ongoing mediation efforts 
aimed at ending conflicts.

During the meeting, consul-
tations were held on current 
tensions in the region and in-
itiatives designed to promote 
de-escalation and political solu-
tions. His Majesty was briefed 
on Iran’s perspective regarding 
recent developments, while the 
Iranian Foreign Minister lis-
tened to the Sultan’s views on 
advancing diplomatic efforts 
that could help achieve sustain-
able political settlements and 
reduce the impact of regional 
crises on affected populations.

His Majesty emphasized the 
importance of prioritizing di-
alogue and diplomacy as the 
foundation for addressing re-
gional challenges, underlining 
that such an approach strength-
ens prospects for lasting peace 
and stability.

For his part, the Iranian For-

eign Minister expressed his 
country’s appreciation for the 
Sultanate of Oman’s positions 
under His Majesty’s leadership 
in supporting dialogue and fos-
tering regional security and sta-
bility, particularly amid ongoing 
regional challenges.

Qatar condemns 
Washington 
shooting 
incident

The State of Qatar has 
strongly condemned a shoot-
ing incident that took place dur-
ing a dinner reception hosted by 
the White House Correspond-
ents’ Association at a hotel in 
Washington, D.C., which was 
attended by US President Don-
ald Trump.

According to the statement 
issued by the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, the incident resulted in 
the injury of a security personnel 
during the event.

Qatar reiterated its firm po-
sition rejecting all forms of vio-
lence and criminal acts, regard-
less of their motives or circum-
stances.

The Ministry also expressed 
Qatar’s full solidarity with the 
United States and extended 
wishes for a speedy recovery to 
the injured individual.

Jordan, Kuwait Discuss 
Regional De-escalation 
Efforts

Jordan’s King Ab-
dullah II reaffirmed 
that the security and 
stability of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council 
(GCC) states form the 
cornerstone of both 
regional and global 
security.

The remarks came 
during his meeting 
with Kuwait’s Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Jarrah Jaber Al-Ahmad 
Al-Sabah, where the two sides 
discussed the strong fraternal 
relations between Jordan and 
Kuwait and explored ways to 
further enhance bilateral co-
operation.

The discussions also high-
lighted the importance of 

strengthening joint Arab action 
and maintaining coordinated 
efforts to sustain de-escalation 
across the region, amid ongoing 
regional challenges.

Both sides underscored the 
need for continued diplomatic 
engagement to support stabili-
ty, security, and collective Arab 
interests.

UAE Boosts Rainfall 
Efforts with 80 Missions

The UAE has conducted 
around 80 cloud seed-
ing missions since the 

beginning of 2026 as part of 
its ongoing efforts to enhance 
rainfall and strengthen national 
water reserves, according to the 
National Centre of Meteorolo-
gy (NCM).

Officials said the operations 
are carefully targeted and only 
carried out when suitable con-
vective clouds are present. Dr 
Mohammed Al Abri, Director 
of Meteorology at the NCM, ex-
plained that not all cloud types 
are viable for seeding.

“We target only convective 
clouds suitable for cloud seed-
ing, while stratiform clouds are 
not included,” he said, noting 
that this natural limitation of-
ten leads to variations in rain-
fall intensity across different 
areas.

He added that cloud move-
ment and formation cannot 
be controlled, meaning some 

regions may receive heavier 
rainfall while others remain 
largely dry. This variability, 
he stressed, is part of normal 
weather behaviour and not a 
limitation of the seeding pro-
cess itself.

The cloud seeding pro-
gramme forms part of the UAE’s 
broader strategy to increase 
rainfall, replenish groundwater, 
and improve long-term water 
security, especially in arid con-
ditions where natural rainfall 
is limited.

Meteorologists also expect 
light rainfall in the coming days 
due to a shallow low-pressure 
system in the upper atmos-
phere, with western and east-
ern parts of the country most 
likely to be affected.

Dr Ahmed Habib, a meteor-
ology expert at the centre, con-
firmed that cloud seeding oper-
ations will continue throughout 
2026 and beyond, depending 
on suitable weather conditions.



MONDAY, APRIL 27,  202613

the occupation of ALUMINIUM TECHNICIAN 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 66648668 or ALAAMEMO93@
GMAIL.COM
YOKOGAWA MIDDLE EAST & AFRICA B.S.C. 
(CLOSED) has a vacancy for the occupation 
of PROJECT LEADER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17358100 or mohamed.
yahya@yokogawa.com
MAGIC SHINE CLEANING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17345051 or info@magicshinebh.com
KANWAL SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of OFFICE HELPER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33331564 
or AMNANABIL30@GMAIL.COM
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COM-
PANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of RIGGER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17725522 or yousif@aanass.
net
MAGIC SHINE CLEANING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17345051 or info@magicshinebh.com
LUCKY ALNOOR CONTRACTING W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33461761 or MAJAD-
JAVED12@GMAIL.COM
WANNAPA SPA W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MASSEUR, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33097551 or 
ALI93ALSHAIKH@GMAIL.COM
Security Solutions Co. W.L.L. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
77996666 or GOVERNMENT@MRE.CO
SILVER LANE MANAGEMENT W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33719149 or mohd.h.na@gmail.com
NAJOUM AL ZAYED TRANSPORT OF 
GOODS has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER(DOCKER), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33440122 or SANAUL-
LAH88PAK@GMAIL.COM
ALMASAR AUTO SERVICES has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of PAINTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36606655 
or ALMASARAUTO@hotmail.com
FAST AL ABRAR WELDING and ALUMINIUM 
FABRICATION CO W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WELDER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33697968 or 
ALABRARTENTSHADES@GMAIL.COM
PAKEEZA RESTAURANT has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WAITER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34228796 or pa-
keezagroop12@gmail.com
DOROOB ALADHAM W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39430335 or DOROOBALADHAM@GMAIL.
COM
ZENON AIR CONDITIONING AND MAINTE-
NANCE has a vacancy for the occupation 
of TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33100058 or ZENONG-
ROOP2022@GMAIL.COM
MEXICO MOBILES W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of TECHNICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39242994 
or FAHARUDHEENARD@GMAIL.COM
ARYAN AC & REFRIGERATION WORKSHOP 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
ELECTRICAL WORKER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 39259243 or shahzad-
2maher@gmail.com
Wajda International Technology Services 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
MANAGER (PROJECT), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17410567 or wits.bh@
wajdagroup.me
VERSAILLES CONSTRUCTION has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of ACCOUNTANTS, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17280045 or arkhabeel@gmail.com
Dunkin' Donuts has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of STORE MANAGER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 13300100 or 
info@dunkindonutsbh.com
Arabian International Contracting CO. W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SUPER-
VISOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39677780 or AWALSERV@BATEL-
CO.COM.BH

OFFICE WORKER HELPER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36563904 or WALID-
BAHRAINI015@GMAIL.COM
SIXPENCE HR SOLUTIONS W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of COMPUTER 
SOFTWARE SPECIALIST, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 13600014 or 
hhasan@6-pence.com
KHAN GEE TRADING CO W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of TAILOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33631619 
or KASMATI357@GMAIL.COM
PARKMATE SERVICES BAHRAIN W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37157449 or info@parkmatebh.com
R S B N S SERVICES CO W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of COMPUTER OP-
ERATOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 37259059 or ASADM6607@GAMIL.
COM
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COM-
PANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of FITTER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17725522 or yousif@aanass.
net
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COM-
PANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of MECHANICAL HELPER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17725522 
or yousif@aanass.net
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COM-
PANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of MECHANICAL HELPER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17725522 
or yousif@aanass.net
Kingdom Security Protection Services W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SECU-
RITY GUARD, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17821593 or RASHEED@SECU-
RICORE.BH
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COM-
PANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of MECHANICAL HELPER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17725522 
or yousif@aanass.net
DIVYA AMUDHAM SNACKS & SWEETS 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
HEAD(KITCHEN), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 16171721 or DIVYAAMUD-
HAM@GMAIL.COM
COSTPLAN CONSTRUCTION AND ADVER-
TISING CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36725023 
or SHAREEFBAPU5@GMAIL.COM
DESI ORANGE KITCHEN W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of BAKER(GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
13627755 or AANURAG_CBI@YAHOO.COM
MOHAMED RASHED A.RAHMAN AHMED 
ALMUTAWAA ( RAKIZ / 2959 ) has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SEAMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33799555 
or M.ALMUTAWEH@GMAIL.COM
MAHIN STAR COLD STORE W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34343495 or ABDULLAH33821112@GMAIL.
COM5480400
RUDRA RESTAURANT W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of COOK(GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17264413 or BABUKETHA@GMAIL.COM
DHAKA DARBAR RESTAURANT W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WAITER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37331197 or HUSSAIN_597@ICLOUD.COM
MADAYEF AL ZALLAQ GRILLED RESTAU-
RANT has a vacancy for the occupation 
of KITCHEN WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33447709 or 
MOHDALTHAWADI911@GMAIL.COM
DFS Aviation Services Bahrain Co WLL has a 
vacancy for the occupation of AIR TRAFFIC 
CONTROLLER - IAL, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 39103238 or MORITZ.
MANZEL@DFS-AS.AERO
ARMAN HOTEL has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of COOK(GENERAL), suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 39655474 or 
NAMALCO@BATELCO.COM.BH
NO 10 BY HYDUR SHISHA & CIGAR LOUNGE 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CHEF, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17001638 or HYDER@TCIG.CO
POS10 TECHNOLOGIES W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of HEAD OF OPER-

GOLDEN BOOR CHIMNEY CLEANING  SER-
VICES has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39950399 or MAHMOOD.
BOOR1986@GMAIL.COM
KODTECH & MEDIA  W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of OFFICE HELPER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36634886 
or TAREQELFARRA@GMAIL.COM
ALKHULOOD SWEETS W.l.l has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKERS(FOOD & 
BEVERAGES INDUSTRY), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39003388 or ad-
min@alkhuloodsweets.com
SUPERTASK MANAGEMENT CONSULTAN-
CY SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).
GENERAL, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 34075536 or FKHANKHAN314@
GMAIL.COM
AL HILAL MULTI SPECIALTY MEDICAL CEN-
TER RIFFA B.S.C CLOSED has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SPECIALISED DOCTOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17344700 or HRD@ALHILALHEALTHCARE.
COM
ABDULLAH ABDUL KADIR LAUNDRY BAH-
RAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(LAUN-
DRY), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33892327 or ABDULLAH33821112@
GMAIL.COM
MY FISH RESTAURANT has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33650798 or 
AMSQ94@GMAIL.COM
SAIF AL SHAHRIYAH REAL ESTATE AND 
INTERIOR DECOR W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of DECORATOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 13106833 
or SAIFULBAHRAINBM@GMAIL.COM
Mechanical Contracting & Services Compa-
ny W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of FLAME-CUTTER(HAND), suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 36937988 or 
MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM
Mechanical Contracting & Services Compa-
ny W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of ELECTRICIAN, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 36937988 or MCSC@
MCSCWLL.COM
MUNASABAT AND SAYQ WEB OPERATION 
AND DELIVERY has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of DRIVER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 37722742 or ADMIN@
SAYQ.APP
Mechanical Contracting & Services Compa-
ny W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of ELECTRICIAN, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 36937988 or MCSC@
MCSCWLL.COM
ALKHABBAZ KITCHEN has a vacancy for the 
occupation of COOK(ASSISTANT), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17596061 
or alkhabbazkitchen@gmail.com
Master View Document Clearance has a 
vacancy for the occupation of ADMINIS-
TRATIVE ASSISTANT, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39680260 or AN-
NAG8003@GMAIL.COM
DANAT FOR MANPOWER AGENCY has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33877733 or HHH_85@HOTMAIL.COM
WADI ALSAIL GATE CONSTRUCTION W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33367000 or wadibah-
rain@gmail.com
LUXE LUMINOSITY CLEANING  W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 36726854 or 
MIANHAROON327@GMAIL.COM
MAGNIUM ENTERPRISES CO.W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17832244 or per121@alkhalidiagroup.com
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COM-
PANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WELDER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17725522 or yousif@
aanass.net
BLACK PANTHER DOCUMENTS SERVICES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 

ATIONS, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17252929 or ZAINAB.SHUKRI@
PAY.10.BH
GULF ALUMINIUM KITCHEN UTENSILS IN-
DUSTRY has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER(METAL CLEANING), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17830173 
or mfiakram@gmail.com
Wajda International Technology Services 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
MANAGER (PROJECT), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17410567 or wits.bh@
wajdagroup.me
SAXOPHONE SUITES has a vacancy for 
the occupation of HOUSEKEEPER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39722444 
or ALI_ALBARNI@HOTMAIL.CO.UK
ALGHAWAS BOUTIQUE has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17680509 or 
UMALOOY.79@GMAIL.COM
BANZ TRADING AND CONTRACTING W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of AUTO-
MOBILE ELECTRICIAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17816070 or HR@
banzgroup.com
GULF CITY CLEANING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39641612 
or yousif@aanass.net
ALTAWFEEK MAINTENANCE SERVICES CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17786828 or YASMEEN@ALTAW-
FEEK.NET
AL MANAMA CENTRE FOR HIRING HEAVY 
MACHINERY has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WORKER(MACHINE LABELLER), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17550011 or azizbr@gmail.com
KINGDOM ASPHALT COMPANY W L L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17466776 or ABDULLA@KINGDOM.BH
ALJUNAID FISHES TOOLS has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(MAINTE-
NANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39606062 or ALJU-
NAID.FISHING.EQ@HOTMAIL.COM
AL HILAL MULTI SPECIALTY MEDICAL CEN-
TER RIFFA B.S.C CLOSED has a vacancy 
for the occupation of NURSE(GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17344700 or HRD@ALHILALHEALTHCARE.
COM
SOPOT TRADING AND CONTRACTING W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SUPER-
VISOR FOR OPERATIONS, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39960373 or ALI.AL-
BISHI@HOTMAIL.COM
TANJA GENTS SALON has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BARBER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39868689 or ABDUL-
LAMANSOORI9@GMAIL.COM
CEYLON SPICE HUB GENERAL TRADING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CASHIER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36077281 or AHMEDAMISAMAD@
ICLOUD.COM
REVAN TRADING has a vacancy for the 
occupation of RETAIL TRADE SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33334033 or REVAN.ROSE.BH@GMAIL.
COM
AL RAFI GLOBAL SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33930832 or RAFIGROUPBAH@GMAIL.COM
CNL W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33888886 or HAMAD@SPECTRU-
MOILFIELD.COM
PROTECTS SECURITY SERVICES has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17700211 or hrd@dreamgroup.bh
PROTECTS SECURITY SERVICES has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17700211 or hrd@dreamgroup.bh
PROTECTS SECURITY SERVICES has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17700211 or hrd@dreamgroup.bh
PROTECTS SECURITY SERVICES has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17700211 or hrd@dreamgroup.bh

PROTECTS SECURITY SERVICES has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17700211 or hrd@dreamgroup.bh
BUHADI MANAGEMENT COMPANY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of OF-
FICE HELPER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 38399182 or RIVERVIEWCON-
TRACTING89@GMAIL.COM
Farsana Construction S P C has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39829689 or FARSANABAHRAIN@
GMAIL.COM
Security Solutions Co. W.L.L. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
77996666 or GOVERNMENT@MRE.CO
Security Solutions Co. W.L.L. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
77996666 or GOVERNMENT@MRE.CO
AL MUSHRIF FOR COOLING MAINTENANCE 
has a vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34440834 or RAMEDEAB123@GMAIL.COM
ALTALEEAH CGRGOSERICES has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WORKER(MAIN-
TENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17693488 or imas-
toof@gmail.com
Eastern Asphalt & Mixed Concrete Co. W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of STORE-
KEEPER ASSISTANT, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17252078 or S.RADHI@
EAMCO.BH
CHAUHAN BROTHER SERVICES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 32385517 or 
JJIN7083@GMAIL.COM
STANDARD CHARTERED BANK has a va-
cancy for the occupation of INVESTMENT 
SPECIALIST, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17150727 or AMMAR.NEAMA@
SC.COM
ALMAJRAH AUTO SERVICES W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of AUTOMOBILES 
MECHANIC, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39625000 or BUTALAL1953@
YAHOO.COM
SPARK FLY REAL ESTATE BAHRAINI PART-
NERSHIP COMPANY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of OFFICE WORKER HELPER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33515042 or WADOCUMENTS.BH@GMAIL.
COM
SAKURA Sandwiches has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WAITER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 39409898 or 
THANI345@HOTMAIL.COM
LILOU ARTISAN PATISSERIE has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of COOK(GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17710271 or habib@alghalia.com
Bahrain Electromechanical Services Co. 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
MASON, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17536275 or BEMCO@BATELCO.
COM.BH
CLIFF CARGO  W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36233880 
or COOLAIR480@GMAIL.COM
ETQAN SERVICES CO W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66684755 or ETQANSERVICESWLL@
GMAIL.COM
AL SHOMOOS ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36499655 or ALWE-
SAM71@HOTMAIL.COM
BEARD & BLADE GENTS SALON W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of BARBER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33038990 or TAYYABZ213@GMAIL.COM
ALBARASTY CAFEE has a vacancy for the 
occupation of COOK(GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36117959 
or mhmdbdalbaqy030@gmail.com
QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17700211 or 
hrd@dreamgroup.bh
QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qual-

ified applicants can contact 17700211 or 
hrd@dreamgroup.bh
QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17700211 or 
hrd@dreamgroup.bh
QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17700211 or 
hrd@dreamgroup.bh
TRICO TAILORING has a vacancy for the 
occupation of TAILOR, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17003445 or tricobh@
outlook.com
MOTOMANIA BAHRAIN SERVICES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
BOY / FARRASH, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33440733 or MOTOMANI-
ABAHRAIN8@GMAIL.COM
AL MOAYYED LANDSCAPES AND SWIM-
MING POOLS has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WORKER(GARDENING), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17400407 
or proffice@almoayyedcg.com
A - KARIM ALJAHROMI CONTRACTING 
COMPANY WLL has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17831000 or akj-
cont@gmail.com
PROTECTS SECURITY SERVICES has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17700211 or hrd@dreamgroup.bh
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COM-
PANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of RIGGER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17725522 or yousif@aanass.
net
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COM-
PANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of RIGGER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17725522 or yousif@aanass.
net
MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COMPANY 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
RIGGER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17725522 or yousif@aanass.net
ARMAN HOTEL has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of RESTAURANT MANAGER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39655474 
or NAMALCO@BATELCO.COM.BH
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COM-
PANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of QUALITY INSPECTOR, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17725522 or 
yousif@aanass.net
blue yaqoot General Trading Co W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
SALES), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33225777 or A36712000@GMAIL.
COM
AL MAALI FURNITURE has a vacancy for the 
occupation of UPHOLSTERER(FURNITURE), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38007404 or abdullah.mirza2004@icloud.
com
THE DOBY STATION LAUNDRY has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WORKER(LAUN-
DRY), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 39777397 or Shaikhaalajlan@GMAIL.
COM
OSREX INTERNATIONAL W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of OFFICE WORKER 
HELPER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39128833 or e.hameed@osrexintl.
com
PROPEL CONSULT LIMITED WLL has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CONSULTANT, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17382265 or marwa@propelconsult.com
BRITE  RESTAURANT has a vacancy for 
the occupation of ACCOUNTANTS, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39234136 
or FASTDOC99@GMAIL.COM
ZENJ EXCHANGE CO W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLERK, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17217008 or 
HR@ZENJEX.COM
FIRST ZONE SECOND HAND GOODS AND 
SCRAP W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SALES WORKER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33078569 or 
MK3645201@GMAIL.COM
AYRA MAINTENANCE W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33783843 
or BFCC.BUFARHAN@GMAIL.COM
ITALIAN KITCHENS W.L.L has a vacancy for 



Atletico’s Barrios to miss 
Arsenal tie with thigh injury
AFP | Madrid

Atletico Madrid midfield-
er Pablo Barrios is set to 

miss the Champions League 
semi-final tie against Arsenal 
after his club said yesterday he 
sustained a thigh injury.

“Barrios has suffered a mus-
cular injury in his left thigh, 
which occurred during the 
match against Athletic Bilbao 
this Saturday,” said Atletico in 
a statement, without specify-
ing how long he is expected 
to miss.

Spanish media reported the 
injury will keep the 22-year-
old out for a month, a blow for 
Diego Simeone’s side ahead 
of Wednesday’s first leg clash 

against Arsenal at the Metro-
politano stadium.

After defeat in last week-
end’s Copa del Rey final the 
Champions League represents 
Atletico’s last hope of silver-
ware this season.

Bahrain’s Al-Jabouri wins bronze in Rabat
TDT | Manama

Bahrain’s Paralympic ath-
letics star Zahra Jawad 

Al-Jabouri has secured a no-
table achievement by winning 
the bronze medal in the F34 
shot put event at the Paralympic 
Athletics Grand Prix “Rabat 
2026”.

Al-Jabouri recorded a throw 
of 4.80 metres, underlining 
her strong technical form and 
growing competitiveness on the 
international stage. 

The result reflects her con-
tinued progress and rising per-
formance levels in recent com-
petitions.

In addition to claiming 
bronze, she also achieved the 
qualification standard for 
the Asian Games, marking 

an important milestone that 
strengthens her chances of rep-

resenting Bahrain in upcoming 
continental championships.

Fans hit by eye-watering 
World Cup prices

TDT | Manama

With the men’s World 
Cup in North Ameri-
ca just 45 days away, 

anticipation is building fast. 
Alongside the excitement, a 
more uncomfortable question 
is taking hold among support-
ers: can ordinary fans still afford 
football’s biggest stage?.

T h e  2 0 2 6  t o u r n a m e n t , 
co-hosted by the United States, 
Canada, and Mexico, was orig-
inally promoted as one of the 
most accessible World Cups 
ever. That promise is now un-
der serious strain as ticket prices 
climb far beyond what many 
expected.

The shift became clear after 
FIFA released ticket allocations 
through its Participating Mem-
ber Association system, which 
was meant to prioritise loyal 
national team fans. Instead, 
many supporters were hit with 
sticker shock. Reports suggest 
that following a team from the 
group stages through to the final 
could cost over $20,000 per per-
son in some cases, while single 
tickets for the final are already 
listed for up to approximately  
$10,990.

Fan groups have reacted 
strongly. Football Supporters 
Europe called the prices “as-
tonishing” and “extortionate,” 
warning that long-time support-
ers risk being pushed out of the 
tournament they helped build. 

The Football Supporters’ Asso-
ciation in England said the sys-
tem now appears tilted toward 

wealthy tourists and corporate 
buyers rather than travelling 
fans.

Pressure has grown further on 
FIFA’s official resale platform. 
Final tickets at MetLife Stadium 

have reached extreme levels. 
Some listings show four Catego-
ry 1 seats at around $2.3 million 
each, which is over $9 million in 
total. Even more striking, simi-
lar prices appear in upper-tier 
Category 3 sections, suggesting 
the problem is not limited to 
premium seats.

FIFA says the pricing reflects 
record global demand and in-
sists the system is transparent 
and secure. It also points to 
lower-cost tickets, with some 
group-stage seats starting 
around $60, arguing that tiered 
pricing is designed to keep the 
tournament accessible across 
different budgets.

But fans on the ground de-
scribe a different reality. Cheap 
tickets are limited, sell out 
quickly, and are often replaced 
by long queues and inflated 
resale prices, especially for 
knockout matches in major US  
cities.

Comparisons are already be-
ing drawn with the 2022 World 
Cup in Qatar, which many trav-
elling fans found more afforda-
ble, despite its own controver-
sies. That contrast has deepened 
concerns about where football 
is heading.

As FIFA highlights record de-
mand and strong early sales, a 
broader question is taking shape 
in parallel about who the World 
Cup is ultimately for. For many 
supporters, the answer feels less 
certain than ever.

Pablo Barrios
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Alex Marquez wins Spanish MotoGP to end Bezzecchi streak
AFP | Jerez de la Frontera

Alex Marquez claimed a 
comfortable victory in the 

Spanish MotoGP yesterday, end-
ing overall leader Marco Bez-
zecchi’s winning streak of five 
consecutive triumphs.

Pole-sitter and last season’s 
champion Marc  Marquez 
crashed out and his younger 
brother was able to repeat his 
2025 maiden victory in Jerez, 
finishing 1.903sec ahead of Bez-
zecchi in second.

Aprilia rider Bezzecchi none-
theless stretched his overall lead 
at the top of the standings to 11 
points on Jorge Martin, who 
came in fourth.

“I can confirm it -- magic ex-
ists. We were nowhere before 
arriving here, nowhere near a 
podium, not even maybe a shot 
at the top five,” Alex Marquez 
told DAZN, after a difficult start 
to the season.

Fabio Di Giannantonio fin-
ished third to complete the podi-
um and rise to third in the over-
all standings, in what proved a 
relatively serene race in the sun 
after the chaotic and dramatic 
rain-lashed sprint on Saturday.

Last season’s champion Marc 
Marquez won that after some 
quick thinking to change his 
bike, and started on pole yester-
day, but came to grief on the 11th 
turn of the second lap, short-

ly after being overtaken by his 
brother Alex.

Pedro Acosta, who started the 
day third overall but dropped to 
fourth after coming in 10th, took 
some damage after contact with 
Raul Fernandez.

Bezzecchi stayed on Duca-
ti-Gresini rider Alex Marquez’s 
tail for a while but the Span-
iard was too quick for him and 
eventually the Italian settled 
for holding onto second ahead 
of compatriot Di Giannantonio.

“Since Friday I went out and 
felt really good. It’s not that 
we changed a huge amount, 
yes, a few small things, but 
not that much,” added Alex  
Marquez.Team Gresini Racing MotoGP’s Alex Marquez leads the race

BINAA AL BAHRAIN W.L.L. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of GENERAL MANAGER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39451616 or sfk@eaglehills.com
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COM-
PANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of RIGGER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17725522 or yousif@aanass.net
GULF AIR B.S.C. (C) has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CABIN CREW / FLIGHT STEW-
ARD, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17337804 or recruitment@gulfair.com
AHMED ISA CONTRACTING CONSTRUC-
TION W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of TILES FIXER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17552234 or AECONT@HOTMAIL.COM
CHIANG MAI THAI MASSAGE has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of MASSEUR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39605144 
or ABUALI792008@GMAIL.COM
WANNAPA SPA W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MASSEUR, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33097551 or 
ALI93ALSHAIKH@GMAIL.COM
AL JANAT MOTORCYCLE W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of MECHANIC(MO-
TORCYCLE), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 34061993 or ALEEMASGHAR@
GMAIL.COM
FAST & FURIOUS TRADING W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of OFFICE WORK-
ER HELPER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 34166900 or WAJIDFAROOQA-
THAR4@GMAIL.COM
SHAFI ALAH Conditioner Central Contract-
ing has a vacancy for the occupation of 
DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36108435 or FOUZIANADEEM110@
GMAIL.COM
ZAYANI POLYMER FACTORY W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of MACHINE OP-
ERATOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17464043 or AHMED@JAZAYANI.COM
DIVYA FASHION CO. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39956999 
or DIVYAFASHION@HOTMAIL.COM
DILSHAD STAR HOUSEHOLD EQUIPMENT 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
TECHNICIAN/ASST.(MECH.EQUIP.MAINT.), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66919511 or CHDILSHADCH2@GMAIL.COM
MASAR TRAINING AND CAREER DEVELOP-
MENT BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SALES 
REPRESENTATIVE, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 38865252 or INFO@TESLA-AD.
COM
SHOAIB ELECTRONICS W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34169404 
or BURJMUHAMMAD786@GMAIL.COM
REPAIR HEROS WORKSHOP FOR MACHIN-
ERY AND EQUIPMENT has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).
GENERAL, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33240114 or ALIALALLALI90@GMAIL.COM
MASAHE SPA & SALON LOUNGE W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of MASSEUR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33283936 or A.H.BH1141@GMAIL.COM
RIVER VIEW CONTRACTING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 38398065 or SHABAN-
GUJJAR3002@GMAIL.COM
GREY MAN DOCUMENT CLEARANCE has a 
vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE BOY 
/ FARRASH, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36319083 or alabsarinfo@
GMAIL.COM
HEALTH WELLNESS BY NISHA W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MASSEUR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66656707 or INFO@HEALTHWELLNESS-
BYNISHA.COM
BU MUAZ IT SERVICES has a vacancy for 
the occupation of COMPUTER TECHNI-
CIAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 38353530 or nadia.mohammed.
anwar@gmail.com
HARAEF SHAWARMA W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WAITER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38087449 
or MOHAMEDZAKI01986@GMAIL.COM

  VACANCIES AVAILABLE 
  CONTINUED



Al Khaldiya lead as 
season enters final stretch

TDT | Manama

The 19th round of the Nasser bin Ham-
ad Premier League begins tonight 
with two matches scheduled at 7pm, 

as the competition enters its final matchdays.
Al Khaldiya will face Al Hidd at Khalifa 

Sports City Stadium, while Al Ahli meet Sitra 
at Bahrain National Stadium.

The round continues on Tuesday with Al 
Shabab facing Bahrain Club and Al Malikiya 
taking on Al Najma, before concluding on 
Wednesday with Al Ahli against Riffa and 
Muharraq meeting Budaiya.

In the standout clash between Al Khaldiya 
and Al Hidd, league leaders Al Khaldiya will 
aim for a 16th win of the season to extend 
their lead at the top and pull further clear of 
nearest challengers Muharraq. Al Hidd, on 
24 points, will be targeting a strong finish 
to the season as they look to improve their 
position in the table, currently sitting 6th.

In the other fixture tonight, Al Ahli faces 
Sitra in an important match for both sides. 
Al Ahli will be looking to reach 28 points 
and temporarily move into 4th place, while 
Sitra, sitting 10th with 18 points, need a result 
to distance themselves from the relegation 
playoff zone.

Ahead of the round, the standings are as 
follows: Al Khaldiya lead with 45 points, 
followed by Muharraq on 43, Riffa on 37, Al 
Malikiya on 27, Aali Club on 25, Hidd on 24, 
Al Ahli on 23, Budaiya on 21, Al Najma on 
19, Sitra on 18, Al Shabab on 11, and Bahrain 
Club on 7.

Dar Kulaib Crowned 
Volleyball Champions

TDT | Manama

Dar Kulaib officially lift-
ed the 2025-26 Isa Bin 

Rashid Bahrain Volleyball 
League title yesterday with 
a comfortable 3-0 win (25-
14, 25-13, 25-20) over Al Dair, 
completing a perfect unbeat-
en season across 26 matches. 
The title had already been se-
cured last Thursday follow-
ing a straight-sets win over 
Ma’ameer, which mathemat-
ically confirmed the champi-
onship with one match still 
to play.

The triumph marks Dar Ku-
laib’s fifth league title (2016, 
2018, 2023, 2024, 2026), mov-

ing them level with Al Ahli on 
the all-time list, while Muhar-
raq remain the clear leaders 
with 16.

Under head coach Ivan 
Joksimovic, the club has se-
cured two league titles as 
well as the 2022-23 Crown 
Prince’s Cup. The Montene-
grin will leave his role at the 
end of the campaign to take 
charge of the Bahrain national  
team.

Dar Kulaib will next turn 
their attention to the HRH the 
Crown Prince’s Cup, where 
they will enter the knockout 
stage directly in the quar-
ter-finals as league champi-
ons.
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Dar Kulaib crowned champions alongside Shaikh Ali bin Mohammed Al 
Khalifa, President of the Bahrain Volleyball Federation

Al Khaldiya’s players in high spirits during Saturday’s training session

Fernandez sends Chelsea into FA Cup 
final to lift gloom after Rosenior sacking
AFP | London

Enzo Fernandez fired Chel-
sea into the FA Cup final 

against Manchester City as 
the Argentine sealed a 1-0 win 
against Leeds in the Blues’ first 
match after Liam Rosenior’s 
sacking.

Fernandez’s first-half head-
er in yesterday’s semi-final at 
Wembley was an ironic twist 
after another farcical chapter 
in Chelsea’s turbulent recent  
history.

The 25-year-old midfielder 
emerged as a divisive figure 
towards the end of Rosenior’s 
brief reign after he was dropped 
for two games for hinting in an 
interview that he was consid-
ering leaving at the end of the 
season.

Rosenior’s handling of the 

incident undermined his al-
ready-fragile relationship with 
his squad as Chelsea’s form spi-

ralled out of control.
He was sacked on Wednesday 

after a woeful run of five suc-

cessive defeats without scoring 
-- the club’s worst streak since 
1912 -- climaxed with Tuesday’s 
3-0 hammering at Brighton.

Rosenior, who lasted only 106 
days after arriving from Stras-
bourg, had sealed his fate by 
criticising the players’ desire 
and spirit against Brighton.

That outburst was the final 
straw for Chelsea’s owners, ex-
posing a rift between Rosen-
ior and his stars that included 
leaked team selections and sev-
eral players, including Fernan-
dez, publicly expressing frustra-
tion with his predecessor Enzo 
Maresca’s departure.

Chelsea’s woeful run has ru-
ined their bid to qualify for next 
season’s Champions League, 
leaving them 10 points behind 
fifth-placed Aston Villa with 
just four games left.

Chelsea’s Argentinian midfielder #08 Enzo Fernandez (L) vies with Leeds 
United’s Welsh midfielder #04 Ethan Ampadu (R) 

Pogacar cracks teen Seixas to 
win 4th Liege-Bastogne-Liege

AFP | Liege

World champion Tadej 
Pogacar won a third 

straight Liege-Bastogne-Liege 
yesterday after a thrilling bat-
tle with teenage French sensa-
tion Paul Seixas.

Pogacar romped to his 13th 
Monument victory and fourth 
in total at La Doyenne after 
finally cracking Seixas with 
14km to ride of the 260km slog 
through the Ardennes, halfway 
up the last of 11 punchy climbs 
along the route.

Seixas came home 45 sec-
onds later with Olympic cham-
pion Remco Evenepoel win-
ning the sprint for third place 
from a large group 1min 42sec 
back.

“It means a lot to win again 
one of the biggest races of the 
year,” Pogacar told Belgian tel-
evision at the finish line.

In what was only his fifth 
race this year, Pogacar claimed 
a fourth victory -- and three of 
those in Monuments -- while 

his only blip was a second 
place behind Wout van Aert 
at Paris-Roubaix two weeks  
ago.

“I don’t have a lot of oppor-
tunities to win because I don’t 
race a lot,” added Pogacar.

“So it’s a lot of pressure for 
me to deliver on days like to-
day.

“I’m really, really happy that 
we succeeded. I couldn’t be 
more proud of the team.”

But in 19-year-old Seixas, 
he now has a rival seemingly 
capable of pushing him to the 
limit.

“On the Redoute (climb) I 
was really going deep,” said 
Pogacar.

“But on the top, he came 
next to me and I was like, okay, 
really impressed.”

At that point, he expected 
Seixas to stay with him to the 
finish.

“Maybe back in my head, I 
was already preparing to do 
a duel sprint because he was 
so strong.

UAE Team Emirates-XRG’s Slovenian rider Tadej Pogacar (R) and Decathlon 
CMA-CGM Team’s French rider Paul Seixas cycle

Rabada’s 3-25 helps Gujarat thrash Chennai in IPL
AFP | Chennai

South Africa’s Kagiso Rabada 
led a disciplined attack with 

figures of 3-25 to help Gujarat 
Titans hammer Chennai Super 
Kings by eight wickets in the IPL 
yesterday.

Pace bowler Rabada struck 
twice in his second over to set 
the tone for his team’s domina-
tion as they restricted Chennai 
to 158-7 at the M.A. Chidambar-
am Stadium.

Sai Sudharsan hit 87 off 46 
balls to steer Gujarat home 
with 20 balls to spare as they 
bounced back after two defeats 
to move to fifth spot in the 10-
team table.

The top four teams at the end 
of the league stage will advance 

to the playoffs.
Sudharsan and Shubman Gill, 

who made 33, laid the founda-
tion of the chase with a 58-run 
opening stand.

Afghanistan spinner Noor Ah-
mad struck in the seventh over 
to have Gill stumped thanks to 
Sanju Samson’s quick glovework 
as he removed the bails with the 
batters’ foot centimetres off the 
ground.

Sudharsan stood firm and put 
on a partnership of 97 with Jos 
Buttler, who made an unbeaten 
39.

Dewald Brevis took a stun-
ning catch in the deep to dismiss 
Sudharsan off Akeal Hosein 
with Gujarat needing four for 
victory and Buttler then hit the 
winning six.

Gujarat Titans’ Kagiso Rabada (2L) celebrates with teammates
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Early halt to Bahrain’s 
Beach Games momentum

TDT | Manama

Bahrain’s men’s beach 
handball national team 
suffered their first defeat 

at the Asian Beach Games yes-
terday, losing 2–0 to Iran in a 
closely fought Group A match, 
with both periods ending 18–16.

Despite the setback, Bahrain 
remain firmly in contention for 
a semi-final place and still con-
trol their qualification hopes 
ahead of today’s final prelimi-
nary match against Hong Kong 
at 6am (Bahrain time).

Bahrain Handball Federation 
president Ali Eshaqi praised the 
team’s performance after the 
match while calling for greater 
consistency. “We lost to a very 
strong side, but the performance 
was good. What matters now 
is maintaining this level. We 
cannot start well and drop off 
later. Whatever is written will 
happen,” he said.

The opening period was 
evenly balanced, with both 
sides exchanging goals in a 
high-tempo contest. Bahrain 
struck first through Mahdi Ali, 
with much of their attacking 
play built around spin shots. 
Iran responded quickly through 
Ali Shirani Dastjerdi and Mo-
hammadmahdi Heidarian-
pour, who punished Bahrain in  
transition.

Bahrain stayed competitive 
through Ali, Komail Mahfoodh, 
Adam Alnasheet, and Bilal Aska-
ni, and briefly led 14–12 after a 
strong attacking spell. However, 
Iran finished the period strong-
ly to edge ahead 18–16.

The second period followed 

a similar pattern, with Bahrain 
again matching Iran for long 
stretches. Askani and Mahfoodh 
led the scoring effort, supported 
by Ali Alhayki and Alnasheet, 
as Bahrain stayed level at 14–14 
midway through the half.

Iran, however, once again 
proved stronger in the closing 
stages. Ali Heidari and Heidar-
ianpour combined to swing 

momentum their way before 
sealing the period 18–16, despite 
a late penalty conversion from 
Mahfoodh. Heidarianpour fin-
ished as the standout performer 
with 14 goals, while Ali Heidari 
added 12 for Iran.

Bahrain’s scoring was well 
distributed, with Askani, Mah-
foodh, and Mahdi Ali each 
contributing eight goals, while 

Alhayki and Alnasheet added 
four apiece.

The result leaves Group A 
finely poised. Iran remain un-
beaten at the top, while Bahrain 
sit level on points with China. 
Both teams are now compet-
ing for the second semi-final 
qualification spot behind Iran 
heading into the final round of 
fixtures.

Mehdi Ali fires at goal under pressure from Iran’s Alipour

Bahrain delivers solid 5km effort in Sanya
TDT | Manama

Bahrain opened its open 
water swimming cam-
paign at the Asian Beach 

Games with a strong showing in 
the men’s 5km race, held yester-
day at Sanya Bay Haiyue Square.

The event featured some of 
Asia’s top endurance swim-
mers, who tackled a demanding 
three-lap course where pacing, 
positioning, and tactical aware-
ness proved just as important as 
speed in challenging open-water 
conditions.

China’s Ziyang Zhang claimed 
the gold medal in 53:46.0, while 
Vietnam secured both remain-
ing podium spots through Huy 
Hoang Nguyen (silver) and Tran 
Tuan Anh Mai (bronze) after a 
closely fought finish.

For Bahrain, Robert Bonsall 
delivered the standout perfor-
mance of the day. 

The Australian-born swim-
mer, who turned 23 on the eve 
of the race and won the 5km 
Western Australian State Cham-
pionship in 2024, remained in 
contention throughout much of 
the competition. 

He stayed with the leading 
pack for significant stretches 
and ultimately finished fourth 

in 54:19.2, narrowly missing out 
on a medal.

Bonsall’s race included an 
early setback after receiving a 
yellow flag during the first lap, a 
standard warning in open water 
swimming typically issued for 
minor infractions such as po-
sitioning or incidental contact. 
Although it carried no time pen-
alty, it placed him under close 
observation for the remain-
der of the race. He responded 
well, regaining composure and 
maintaining a consistent pace 
through to the finish.

The Kingdom’s second en-
trant, William Balzano, fin-
ished 21st in 1:02:03. Based in 
Bahrain, the Italian swimmer 
trains under national coach Farj 
Saleh and is part of the country’s 
competitive swimming setup, 
including Riffa Aquatic and the 
Bahrain Elite Swim Team.

Balzano, 16, is experienced in-
ternationally, having previously 
finished runner-up at Oceanman 
Dubai and set multiple Bahraini 
records. 

Despite difficult race condi-
tions that saw several athletes 
struggle to complete the course 
within the time limit, he finished 
the event under physically de-
manding circumstances.Robet Bonsall in action at Sanya Bay Haiyue Square William Bolzano makes his way to the start of the swim

Bahrain training 
underway for GCC Games

TDT | Manama

Bahrain’s senior men’s bas-
ketball team has started 

training for the 4th GCC Games 
in Qatar next month, begin-
ning a busy international year 
in 2026.

Head coach Georgios Vovo-
ras led the first session with a 
15-player group, as the team 
begins its build-up to the re-
gional competition.

Bahrain Basketball Associ-
ation president Shaikh Mo-
hammed bin Ahmed Al Khalifa 
and vice-president Nader Al 
Awadhi attended the session 
and spoke to players about ex-
pectations heading into the 
tournament.

The current roster includes 
several of Bahrain’s experi-
enced internationals such as 
Ahmed Salman, Ahmed Al-
derazi, Mohammed Buallay, 
Ali Jaber, Ahmed Bindayneh, 
Mahmood Abbas Isa, Moham-
med Juma’a and Ali Hussain. 

Younger players in the squad 
are Emran Ashkanani, Nader 
Ali, Hassan Ghareeb, Moham-
med Ghazi, Mohammed Sami, 
Nader Shaker and Hassan Fa-
had.

Not included in the current 
list are national team regu-
lars Mustafa Hussain, Mu-
zamil Ameer, Wayne Chism, 
Maitham Jameel, Hesham Sar-
han and Mohammed Ameer. It 
remains unclear whether any 
of them will join the squad at 
a later stage.

The GCC Games will  take 
place in Doha  from May 11 
to 22,  featuring 19 sports on 
the programme, with the King-
dom represented in multiple 
events including volleyball and 
handball.

The basketball tournament 
is the national team’s first as-
signment of the year; they will 
also compete in the FIBA Asia 
Cup pre-qualifiers and the 
Asian Games in Japan later in 
the year.

Head coach Georgios Vovoras
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