
Pakistan says ‘US-Iran 
indirect talks taking place’

AFP | Washington

Pakistan’s Foreign Minister 
Ishaq Dar confirmed yes-
terday that indirect negoti-

ations between the United States 
and Iran were being held to end 
their war, using Islamabad as an 
intermediary.

Dar, who is also deputy prime 
minister, described speculation 
about “peace talks” as “unneces-
sary”, adding: “In reality, US-Iran 
indirect talks are taking place 
through messages being relayed 
by Pakistan.

“In this context, the United 
States has shared 15 points, be-
ing deliberated upon by Iran. 
Brotherly countries of Turkiye 
and Egypt, among others, are also 
extending their support to this 
initiative,” he wrote on X, using 
Turkey’s official name.

Dar’s comments are the first 
on-the-record confirmation from 
Islamabad that Pakistan is play-
ing a facilitating role.

Two senior officials said on 
Wednesday that the US plan had 
been “conveyed to Iran via Pa-
kistan”, but spoke anonymously 

as they were not authorised to 
speak to the media.

Islamabad has been touted as a 
go-between given its longstand-
ing ties with both neighbouring 
Iran and the United States, as 
well as its network of regional 
contacts.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif 
and Dar have both been in regu-
lar contact with senior Iranian 
government officials, as well as 
their Gulf allies, notably Saudi 
Arabia.

The powerful head of the Pa-
kistan army, Field Marshal Asim 
Munir, has equally been involved 
in the diplomatic efforts, and 
spoke to US President Donald 
Trump last Sunday, officials said.

Iran’s Foreign Minister Abbas 
Araghchi has denied any “nego-
tiations” with the administration 
in Washington but conceded that 
messages were being exchanged 
through “friendly countries”.

“At present, our policy is the 
continuation of resistance,” he 
said on state television late on 
Wednesday. “We do not intend 
to negotiate -- so far, no negotia-
tions have taken place.”

Trump insists Iran operations 
‘extremely’ ahead of schedule
AFP | Washington

US President Donald Trump 
said yesterday that the 
Iran war was “extremely” 

ahead of schedule, as he pushed 
Tehran to make a deal at his first 
cabinet meeting since the con-
flict began nearly a month ago.

As Tehran publicly rebuffed 
negotiations, Trump again cited 
the original timeframe of four to 
six weeks that he gave early on 
in the joint US-Israeli military 
offensive.

“They’re lousy fighters, but 
they’re great negotiators, and 
they are begging to work out a 
deal,” Trump said at the White 
House alongside top officials in-
cluding Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio and Pentagon chief Pete 
Hegseth.

“We estimated it would take 
approximately four to six weeks 
to achieve our mission. Twen-
ty-six days in we’re extremely, re-
ally, a lot ahead of schedule,” add-
ed Trump.

“The Iranian regime is now 
admitting to itself that they have 
been decisively defeated.”

Trump has been saying for 
days that Iran wants to make a 
deal, amid growing signs he is 
seeking a quick end to the con-
flict. Iran, however, says there 
are no direct negotiations.

The US leader also launched a 
fresh attack on NATO allies after 
they rejected his appeals to send 
naval assets to secure the Strait of 
Hormuz, the oil chokepoint Iran 
has effectively closed in response 
to the US-Israeli attacks.

“I’ll say it publicly. We’re very 
disappointed with NATO, because 
NATO has done absolutely noth-
ing,” Trump said.

He particularly lambasted 
Britain, saying it had offered to 
send aircraft carriers too late and 
describing the UK ships as “toys” 
compared to their US equiva-
lents.

 ‘Inflection point’ 
During the meeting, roving US 

envoy Steve Witkoff confirmed 
for the first time from the US 
side that Washington had sent a 
15-point “action list” to Iran via 
mediator Pakistan.

Businessman Witkoff, who led 
failed negotiations with Iran in 
the weeks before the US-Israeli 
strikes began, said there were 

indications Tehran was ready to 
make a deal.

“We will see where things lead, 
and if we can convince Iran that 
this is the inflection point with 
no good alternatives for them, 
other than more death and de-
struction,” Witkoff said.

“We have strong signs that this 

is a possibility.”
In his usual style for his 

lengthy cabinet meetings, Trump 
let officials around the table have 
their say.

Vice President JD Vance, pre-
viously a staunch anti-interven-
tionist who was widely reported 
to be against the Iran operation, 
said Trump was ensuring that 
Iran “didn’t get a nuclear weap-
on.”

Noting that Easter is approach-
ing, Catholic convert Vance said 
US forces were “fighting at a 
time... that celebrates the return 
of Jesus Christ to Jerusalem.”

Top US diplomat Rubio ap-
peared to quote rappers Public 
Enemy as he praised Pentagon 
chief Hegseth, saying that “every 
day, the Department of War lets 
the drummer get wicked over 
every portion of Iran.”

Hegseth launched an attack 
on the media for failing to sup-
port Trump’s war, before hailing 
for “doing the work of the free 
world.”

DON’T CRY BECAUSE IT’S OVER. 
SMILE BECAUSE IT HAPPENED
DR. SEUSS
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The Secretary-General 
@antonioguterres has 

made clear: The conflict 
has broken past the lim-
its even leaders thought 
unimaginable. There is 
only one way forward — 
an immediate end to the 
war, full respect for inter-
national law and a return 
to diplomacy.

@AminaJMohammed

Putin is rubbing his 
hands at the war in 

the Middle East because 
he thinks higher oil prices 
will let him line his pock-
ets. I will always defend 
British interests at home 
and abroad, which is 
why we are taking action 
against Russia’s shadow 
fleet today.

@Keir_Starmer

@WHO CoViNet has 
grown from 35 labs 

in 28 countries in 2023 to 
58 labs in 35 countries in 
2026 (& is growing) sup-
porting early & accurate 
detection, surveillance & 
monitoring, risk assess-
ment & capacity strength-
ening for coronaviruses

@mvankerkhove

The @Europarl_EN has 
just voted to establish 

the EU’s first-ever direc-
tive harmonising criminal 
laws to fight corruption, 
strengthening resilience 
and effectiveness. Cor-
ruption has no place in 
our Europe. We will keep 
fighting against it..

@EP_President
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The Iranian negotiators 
are very different and 

‘strange.’ They are 
‘begging’ us to make a 

deal, which they should 
be doing since they 
have been militarily 

obliterated, with zero 
chance of a comeback, 
and yet they publicly 

state that they are only 
‘looking at our proposal.’ 

WRONG!!!
DONALD TRUMP

Israeli security forces cordon off the area following a projectile strike on south Tel Aviv

Iraqi soldiers inspect the site of a destroyed healthcare center in the Habbaniyah military base, which was targeted by in an airstrike in Habbaniyah, west of BaghdadPalestinian residents inspect the remnants of an missile that landed in the Israeli-occupied West Bank village of Beitin, northeast of the city of Ramallah

Israeli rescuers and security personnel survey the site struck by a projectile in the Arab-Israeli city of Kfar Qassem

Germany 
FM says 
‘encouraging’ 
if US speaking 
directly to 
Iran
AFP | Cernay-la-Ville

Germany’s foreign 
minister yesterday 

said it was encouraging 
if the United States was 
talking directly to Iran 
to end the war in the 
Middle East, but Wash-
ington should make its 
intentions clear.

“I hear that there 
are signs that the US 
is speaking directly to 
Iran. I think that this 
is encouraging and this 
is welcome,” Johann 
Wadephul told reporters 
before heading into the 
meeting of G7 foreign 
ministers outside Paris.

With US Secretary of 
State Marco Rubio set to 
join the discussions from 
Friday, he added: “For 
the German government 
it is of great importance 
to know precisely what 
our American partners 
are intending.”

Zelensky 
arrives in 
Saudi Arabia 
on surprise 
visit
AFP | Kyiv

Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelen-

sky arrived in Saudi Ara-
bia yesterday for an un-
announced visit, as the 
war in Iran spurs interest 
among Gulf countries in 
Ukrainian arms technol-
ogy.

“Arrived in Saudi Ara-
bia. Important meetings 
are scheduled,” Zelensky 
wrote on social media.

“We appreciate the 
support and support 
those who are ready to 
work with us to ensure 
security.”

Kyiv has sought to 
leverage its expertise 
in downing Russian 
drones to help Gulf 
n a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  a re 
being attacked with 
the same Iranian-de-
signed Shahed drones 
that Russia fires on  
Ukraine.

Gulf council 
says members 
want to be 
involved in any 
Iran war talks
AFP | Riyadh

Gulf countries said yes-
terday that they wanted 

to be involved in any talks 
between the United States 
and Iran, insisting that while 
they had a right to self-de-
fence they preferred diplo-
macy.

“We emphasize the ne-
cessity of involving the GCC 
countries in any talks or 
agreements to resolve this 
crisis, in a way that contrib-
utes to strengthening their 
security and stability,” Gulf 
Cooperation Council Secre-
tary General Jasem AlBudai-
wi said in a televised speech. 
AlBudaiwi also said Iran had 
been asking vessels to pay 
sums of money to cross the 
Strait of Homuz.

 Trump said  that taking control of Iran’s oil was an “option,” comparing it to 
the deal Washington made with Venezuela after toppling Nicolas Maduro.”It’s 
an option,” Trump told reporters at a cabinet meeting when asked if he was 
looking to take control of Iran’s oil, saying that the United States had done 

“very well” with Venezuela’s reserves.

Iran allowed 10 oil tankers to pass through the strategic Strait of Hormuz as 
a “present” to show it was serious about negotiations to end the war, Trump 

said. Referring to cryptic comments earlier this week about a “gift” from Teh-
ran, Trump said Iran allowed eight “big boats of oil” to transit the waterway 

earlier this week, followed by two others later on.

Israel defence minister says Iran Guards 
navy commander killed in strike
AFP | Tel Aviv

Defence Minister Israel Katz 
announced yesterday that 

an Israeli airstrike had killed 
Alireza Tangsiri, commander 
of the Iranian Revolutionary 
Guards’ navy.

“Last night, in a precise 

and lethal operation, the IDF 
eliminated the commander 
of the Revolutionary Guards’ 
navy, Tangsiri, along with sen-
ior officers of the naval com-
mand,” Katz said in a video  
statement.

“The man who was directly 
responsible for the terrorist op-

eration of mining and blocking 
the Strait of Hormuz to ship-
ping was blown up and elimi-
nated.”

Since the start of the joint 
US-Israeli attacks on Iran on 
February 28, Israel has an-
nounced the killing of several 
top Iranian officials.

Two dead, three wounded 
as missile intercepted in Abu 
Dhabi: government media office
AFP | Abu Dhabi

Two people were killed and 
three were wounded by 

falling debris after air defences 

intercepted a ballistic missile on 
the outskirts of Abu Dhabi, the 
government media office said 
yesterday.

“The incident resulted in the 

deaths of two unidentified in-
dividuals, three injuries, and 
damage to a number of cars,” the 
Abu Dhabi Media Office said in 
a post on X.

Pakistan confirms it is relaying messages between Washington and Tehran to end war
US President Donald Trump warned Iran to “get serious soon” in talks to end the Middle East war, as he once 

again criticized NATO allies for not joining in the conflict
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1513 1794 1958 1977
Spaniard Juan 
Ponce de León and 
his expedition first 
sight Florida

Naval Act of 1794 is signed by 
President George Washington, 
authorizing the building of six frigates 
and establishing a permanent US Navy

Nikita Khrushchev 
becomes Soviet Premier 
as well as First Secretary 
of the Communist Party

583 die in aviation’s worst 
ever disaster when two 
Boeing 747s collide at 
Tenerife airport in Spain


